
Presbytery of New Covenant 
Stated Meeting 

November 21, 2020 

 

Moderator Melissa Nelson (Houston, Northwoods) called the meeting to order at 10:14 am and offered 

welcome and instructions.  Our opening worship constituted our opening prayer.  Rev. Ann Marie 

Quigley Swanson (Houston, Northwoods) used Ephesians 2:13-20 as her sermon text.  The offering was 

collected for hurricane relief in South Louisiana.   

Melissa offered an opening prayer for the business meeting.  A quorum was declared. Melissa shared 

explanations about using Zoom.  The acknowledgement of native lands was read by Stated Clerk, Lynn 

Hargrove.  Melissa asked for the docket to be amended which was approved.  The omnibus motion was 

approved.  Melissa offered her gratitude for this year of service as moderator.  She also highlighted the 

offering for the presbytery meeting.  John Hirling (HR) was appointed parliamentarian.  Helen DeLeon 

(WEbbster, Webster – retiring in June, 2021) and Diane Kane (Webster, Webster) were appointed to the 

nominating committee.  Cathy Bliton (Katy, New Hope) was elected as Treasurer for a three year term.  

Lynn Hargrove was elected as Stated Clerk for Administrative Process for a three year term ending in 

2023. 

Personnel – Bonnie Moore (Houston, St. Philip) offered the report. Sharon Darden (Houston, Pinecrest) 

is retiring after 54 years working for the presbytery.  There is an opportunity to offer a love gift for 

Sharon, and there will be a “drive-by” celebration on December 7 at the presbytery offices.  A video 

tribute was shown to thank Sharon for her service.   Sharon offered words of farewell.  The 

responsibilities that had been within Sharon Darden’s position description have been divided into two 

part time positions. Mary Currie (HR) will be the Coordinator for the Committee on Ministry, and Patricia 

Brantley (Presbytery Staff) will add the duties of the Coordinator for the Committee on Preparation for 

Ministry.   

Stated Clerk for Administrative Process:  Lynn Hargrove reminded commissioners that all congregations 

are due for their session records to be reviewed.  There have been no face to face reviews in 2020 due 

to COVID-19. 

Stated Clerk for Judicial Process: John Lemen (Houston, St. Philip) read a report into the minutes as per 

the Book of Order.  The report follows these minutes. 

State of the Presbytery: Lynn Hargrove shared her observations about the current state of the 

presbytery by video.  The video will be posted on our YouTube channel, and linked to our social media 

pages. 

Congregational Resourcing Team – The committee report is in the meeting materials packet. 

Celebration of Ministry – Rose Niles (At Large) shared about the ministry of Austin Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary.  She highlighted the Advent devotional as well as the Mid-Winter Lectures which 

will be held online in early 2021.   

Evangelism and Church Growth – Fred Seay (Sugar Land, First) introduced Rachel Young (Houston, Clear 

Lake/Presbytery Staff) who shared about the Vital Congregations Initiative.  She encouraged our 



commissioners to share with their sessions about how to join the initiative.  She highlighted the seven 

weeks of prayer that are available in Tuesday Connect.  She also offered sermon outlines for Advent, as 

well as a sermon group. 

Celebration of Ministry – Laura Joy was on video offering information about Presbyterian Children’s 

Homes and Services which offer many services to families in crisis. 

General Council – George James (Webster, Webster) shared about the process of coming up with the 

Transgender Inclusion Policy.  Commissioners were asked to join breakout rooms to introduce 

themselves and answer two questions.  What do you object to in the policy?  What do you approve of in 

the policy?  Groups reported their discussions.  A period of debate was offered.  A motion was made to 

postpone the vote on the policy and refer this back to General Council.  The motion failed.  Another 

motion was made and seconded to postpone the vote on the policy and refer this to General Council to 

take into account all that has been offered in comments today to come up with a revised policy to 

present at the next presbytery meeting.  The motion was approved. A motion was made to schedule a 

called presbytery meeting for January 23, 2021 to present a revised policy for approval.  An amendment 

was offered to say “on a Saturday in January.” The motion was approved. 

Celebration of Ministry – Rev Lemuel Garcia from the Presbyterian Mission Agency introduced the 

Matthew 25 Vision and Initiative from the PCUSA.  He talked about the resources that are available to 

congregations and sessions.  Bible study and other materials were sent to each congregation.   

Ecclesiastical Affairs – Janet Rainey (Katy, New Hope) offered the motion to approve the Parity Plan for 

2021 after an explanation of how the numbers of ruling elders are determined.  The motion was 

approved. 

Celebration of Ministry – Elaine Osborn shared about the work of the Presbyterian Service Center which 

offers ministry to people who are elderly or disabled through housing.  They are seeking new board 

members.  She asked for prayers for their work, as well as financial assistance. 

Finance – Ann Hardy (Houston, St. John’s) offered that the date on the report in the packet was 

incorrect. A corrected report was posted on the presbytery website prior to this meeting. 

Celebration of Ministry – Joseph Moore shared about the work of the Presbyterian Foundation.  One 

area in which they can be helpful is in the area of congregational stewardship and pledging.   

Synod of the Sun – the “Hope Thru Connection” video was shared as the report from the Synod. 

Nominating Committee – David Green (Conroe, First) presented the slate of nominees along with a 

verbal report.  Those nominated in the verbal report were:  COM/Exams 2023 – Will Roberts (Pearland, 

First);  General Council:  2023 – Emilee Whitehurst (At Large); Michael McCracken (Lufkin, First); Jay Bole 

(Bellaire, ChristChurch).  There were no nominations from the floor.  The slate was approved. 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry – the report is in the meeting materials. 

Committee on Ministry – Ted Foote offered these motions which were all approved: 
 
1.  The committee recommends and moves that Presbytery grant Rev. Galen Joe MacDonald Honorably 
Retired status effective, October 1, 2020. 
 



2.  The committee recommends and moves that Presbytery grant Rev. Mary Currie Honorably Retired 
status effective, December 31, 2020.  
 
3. The Committee recommends and moves that Presbytery grant Rev. Jacqueline Hannan Honorably 
Retired Status effective December 31, 2020.   
 
Mary Currie was present for the service of retirement. 
 
4.  The Committee recommends and moves that RE Sharon Templeman (Nacogdoches, Westminster) be 
commissioned for service with that congregation.  Sharon has completed the training and has been 
examined to serve as a Ruling Elder Commissioned to Particular Service, also known as a Commissioned 
Pastor.  The initial term is for one year beginning with commissioning. 
 
5.  The Committee recommends and moves that RE Martin Flores (Houston, Iglesia Latina) be 
commissioned for service with that congregation.  Martin has completed the training and has been 
examined to serve as a Ruling Elder Commissioned to Particular Service, also known as a Commissioned 
Pastor.  The initial term is for one year beginning with commissioning. 
 

A motion was approved to extend the meeting until 4:00. 

A service of commissioning in both English and Spanish was held for Sharon Templeman and Martin 

Flores.   

 

Closing Business:  An installation service was held for Lynn Hargrove and Cathy Bliton.  An installation 

service was held for Ted Foote as the Moderator of the Presbytery of New Covenant for 2021. 

New minister members were introduced and asked to tell a bit about themselves.  They are Suzanne 

Gulick, Tom Coop and Michael Kennedy.   

The motion to adjourn was approved by acclamation.  Ted Foote closed the meeting with a prayer 

written by Tom Schmidt who was from our presbytery.  

The next stated meeting will be on Saturday, March 20, 2021.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn R. Hargrove 

General Presbyter + Stated Clerk for Administrative Process 

 

 

  



Report to Presbytery of New Covenant  
November 21, 2020 Stated Meeting 

 
According to Book of Order Section D-7.0700, I am reading the report of the presbytery’s Permanent 
Judicial Commission for entry upon the minutes of the presbytery: 
 

PERMANENT JUDICIAL COMMISSION 
OF THE PRESBYTERY OF NEW COVENANT 

 
Decision on Challenges to Preliminary Order 

 
Remedial Case PNC 2020-02  

Ronald Stenzel, Complainant v. Session of Pines Presbyterian Church, Respondent 
 

Hearing for D-6.0306(a) Challenge 
Monday evening, November 2, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., via Zoom 

 
Appearances 

 
Complainant Ronald Stenzel represented himself.   Respondent Session of Pines Presbyterian Church 
was represented by Robert Miller, Linda Johnson, and John Work, Committee of Counsel. 
 

History 
 

On March 25, 2020, the Complainant filed a complaint which alleged an irregularity by the 
Session of Pines Presbyterian Church in its work with its pastor that exceeded the session’s 
constitutional authority as defined in the PC(USA) Book of Order.  A determination of the Permanent 
Judicial Commission Moderator and Clerk was issued on April 15, 2020 and later amended and also 
forwarded to the parties on June 26, 2020, affirming preliminary jurisdictional questions D-6.0305(a) 
and D-6.0305(b), and denying preliminary jurisdictional questions D-6.0305(c) and D-6.0305(d).  On July 
15, 2020, the Complainant filed in accordance with D-6.0306(a) a notice of challenge to the findings of 
the Moderator and Clerk of the Permanent Judicial Commission. 
 

This Commission received briefs on the determination of the third and fourth preliminary 
jurisdictional questions and heard oral arguments in a hearing by video conference on November 2, 
2020. 
 

Determinations of the Preliminary Questions 
 

On this the 2nd day of November, came on for hearing the challenge of Mr. Stenzel to the initial 
ruling as to jurisdictional questions Section D-6.0305(c) and Section D-6.0305(d).  At the conclusion of 
the hearing, the members of the Permanent Judicial Commission deliberated and decided as follows: 
 

D-6.0305(c): Was the complaint timely filed? 
 

The officers of this Commission held in their Preliminary Order that the complaint was not timely 
filed.  Complainant challenged this finding. 



 
This challenge to the Preliminary Order is sustained.  The preliminary question is answered in the 
positive. 

 
 

D-6.0305(d): Does the complaint state a claim upon which relief can be granted? 
 
The officers of this Commission held in their Preliminary Order that the complaint did not state 
claims upon which relief can be granted.  Complainant challenged this finding. 

 
This challenge to the Preliminary Order is not sustained. The preliminary question is answered in the 
negative. 

 

Order 
 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Preliminary Order by the Moderator and Clerk of this 
Commission related to D-6.0305(c) is modified as described above and that D-6.0305(d) remains 
unchanged.  
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that by the determination of the Presbytery of New Covenant 
Permanent Judicial Commission that one of the four jurisdictional questions has been answered in the 
negative, this case is dismissed. 
 

Absences and Non-Appearances 
 

Commissioners Rev. Belinda Koenig and Rev. Linda L. McCarty were recused and did not 
participate in the hearing and deliberations.  
 

 
DATED effective as of the 2nd day of November, 2020. 
 
Signed by Fred Cook        11/5/2020 
_________________________________________________  __________________  
         
H. Fred Cook, Moderator       Date 
Presbytery of New Covenant Permanent Judicial Commission   
 
Signed by Susan Wittjen        11/5/2020 
_________________________________________________  __________________  
        
Susan Wittjen, Clerk        Date 
Presbytery of New Covenant Permanent Judicial Commission   
 

Madam Moderator, this reading requires no action of presbytery and is not open for debate or 
questions. 
 
John A. Lemen  
Stated Clerk for Judicial Process, Presbytery of New Covenant 


