
BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT – Rev. Jacqueline Hannan 

The Reverend Jackie Hannan has been Presbyterian all her life. She has served in churches as a youth 

and as an adult. Jackie entered the ministry after a number of different careers. She was reared in 

Levittown, Pennsylvania, and went to Penn State University. Upon graduation with a degree in 

Elementary Education, she taught school in the Washington, D.C. area. After four years of teaching, she 

began what was to be an exciting career with Hilton Hotels. She married in 1980, and after having 

daughter Jessica, became a stay-at-home mom. The family moved a number of times but eventually 

settled in Florida, where she and her husband, Jesse, owned Penelope’s, a wonderful upscale restaurant 

in Boca Raton. During that time, her husband became ill and died while waiting for a liver transplant. “I 

learned what it meant to be the recipient of the support and love of a church family.” 

Jackie was called by First Presbyterian Church, Boca Raton, to be their Christian Educator. While serving 

in this position, she realized God had been gently but consistently calling her to ministry. During this 

time she met Jim, her present husband. In 1991, they packed up Jessica, Jamie, and Christina and went 

to Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia to see what God had in store for them. The 

seminary experience was a confirmation that God was calling Jackie to the ministry. In 1994, Jackie 

accepted a call as Associate Pastor of Christian Education at First Presbyterian Church in Lufkin. The next 

14 years would be rich in experience and opportunities. In 2008, Jackie decided that God was calling her 

to move on. Atascocita Presbyterian Church Jackie and Jim have enjoyed Atascocita  

In her time at Atascocita Presbyterian Church the church has enjoyed spirit-filled growth.  Most notably 

the church built a dedicated sanctuary which is the fulfillment of a dream for many of the members.  

The church also received a Liturgical Arts grant a number of years ago from the Calvin Institute for 

Reformed Christian Worship.  Through that grant, the church established a liturgical arts committee 

from that beginning experience and now include the arts in their worship.  

Jackie has served on a number of presbytery committees including COM, Evangelism and Renewal, and 

Personnel where she served as chair. 

Jackie has been committed to strengthening the APC in Word, Thought, and Deed.  “As a friend once 

said to me “‘APC is full of busy bees’,” that is we are always doing something whether it is in the 

community or in the church.  We do not let moss grow under our feet.   

“God has led me down a path that has never felt lonely or deserted. I have felt I have been in the palm 

of God’s strong hand through all my trials and blessings. Even through some very tough times, I have 

always known that I was not making choices alone. In the years that I have served in ministry, I have 

known that this was exactly what I was supposed to be doing. God has called me where I belong.” 

 Jackie is looking forward to retirement, travelling with Jim, and being with grandchildren. Then who 

knows?  As the scripture has told me: 

11For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope. 12Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 
13When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart.      Jeremiah 29:11-13 

  


