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Moderator Melissa Nelson (Houston, Northwoods) called the meeting to order at 10:10 am.  Due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we met using the Zoom meeting technology.   Melissa welcomed everyone and 

made some announcements. We then began our worship service which included communion.  Rev, 

Brian Ellison preached from Matthew 13.  Melissa offered an opening prayer. 

Commissioners were invited to participate in a breakout room to introduce themselves and say where 

they are finding hope in this time of pandemic.  With 166 participants, a quorum was declared.  The 

Acknowledgement of Native Lands was read.  Melissa gave some instructions about how to use the 

Zoom technology and laid out rules for debate.  The proposed docket was approved, as was the omnibus 

motion.  Today’s offering will go to the Pastor Special Needs fund.  John Hirling was appointed as 

parliamentarian.   

The four commissioners to the General Assembly gave their reports.  Those that served were RE Anne 

Wilson (Houston, St, Philip), RE Forbes Baker (Sugar Land, First), TE Laura Grice (Woodlands, Woodlands) 

and TE Tim Marquez (Baytown, Faith).  A video presentation had been prepared, but it malfunctioned.  

We were able to listen to the recording of Anne and Forbes.  Both Laura and Tim presented live.  A 

question was asked about a change in direction of our climate and energy interactions and policies that 

came out of the General Assembly.  Another question was asked about changes to the sexual 

misconduct policy.  Another asked about how churches might address education challenges for students 

without broadband and technology.  The new per capita figures for 2021 and 2022 is $8.98. 

NOMINATING:  David Green presented the Nominating Committee report.  He thanked Lynn Hargrove 

and Sharon Darden for their support of the committee.  He also asked people to apply to serve on the 

committees of the presbytery.  There were no nominations from the floor. The nominees were 

approved.  

CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCING TEAM: Carol Davis reported for the Congregational Resourcing Team, 

and offered the update that the in person Presbyterian Women’s Study orientation has been moved to 

online.  There was an update for our Earth Care congregations regarding solar power.  She also 

highlighted the presbytery’s YouTube channel. 

EVANGELISM AND CHURCH GROWTH: Rachel Young offered an invitation to participate in the Vital 

Congregations Initiative.  She is coordinating these efforts for the presbytery.  Shawn Kang offered an 

update about our New Worshiping Communities.  Fred Seay offered that the committee report is in the 

packet. 

OUTREACH: The report of the Outreach Committee is in the packet. 

GENERAL COUNCIL: George James offered the report from General Council which included the proposed 

revisions to the bylaws which he explained prior to the vote.  Questions were asked and answered.  The 

revisions were approved.  There were concerns about Ecclesiastical Affairs not being a standing 



committee, so that will be referred back to General Council for further revisions.  The Transgender 

Inclusion Policy will be considered at the November meeting.   

ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS: Janet Rainey offered thanks for Lynn Hargrove and Melissa Nelson and their 

leadership. 

FINANCE: Ann Hardy offered the report for the Finance Committee, and thanks to Lynn Hargrove and 

Forbes Baker for applying for the Payroll Protection Program loan.   

PERSONNEL: David Jones welcomed Rachel Young, Jamie Hannan, and Aaron Seay to the staff, and 

offered thanks to God for the life of Gail Northern. 

COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY: Ed Wolf offered the motion from the Committee on 

Preparation for Ministry to approve the election of readers of ordination examinations.  The motion 

carried.   

BOARD OF PENSIONS: Kevin Keaton offered a report from the Board of Pensions with updates from their 

board meeting that ended yesterday.  There is no increase in the Medicare supplement plan, as well as 

reductions in limits for minister members.   New plans were approved for temporary and long term 

disability for plan members.  There will be a new bundle of benefits offered for ministers who are not 

enrolled in pastor participation for those who are employed for 20 hours or more not in an installed 

position.  There will be a webinar on August 14.  Kevin will offer “Benefits Gatherings” online rather than 

in person. 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY: Ted Foote introduced the motions from the Committee on Ministry.  Rev. 

James C. M. Chang was granted honorable retirement effective October 17, 2017.  Rev. Thomas 

Wessman (Gulf Prairie, Jones Creek) was granted honorable retirement effective August 15, 2020.   Ted 

offered a prayer for the service of both James and Tom.  Ted called on Hector Rivera-Velez, chair of the 

Examinations subcommittee to introduce Kallie Pitcock, candidate for ordination, who preached a 

sermon as the last step in her preparation for ministry.  Kallie is being called as a Pastoral Resident at 

Houston, St. Philip.  The scripture text was Luke 5:17-26.  A question was asked about the choice of text 

from Luke over Mark.  Kallie answered that this has been a meaningful text in her life.  The sermon 

portion was sustained.  Questions were asked about the role of paradox within her theology, as well a 

how her theology reflects Presbyterian beliefs, and how reformed theology informs her understanding 

of the sacraments.  A motion was made to call the question which was approved unanimously.  The 

motion to sustain the examination was approved.  Hector offered a prayer for Kallie in her new ministry   

Lynn Hargrove invited commissioners to attend the Synod of the Sun Anti-Racism series. 

The motion to adjourn was approved, and Melissa closed the meeting with prayer at 1:20 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn R. Hargrove 

General Presbyter + Stated Clerk for Administrative Process 

 


