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 It is rare these days to find someone 
who has only ever had one place of 
employment for more than 50 years.  
Sharon Darden came to work at the 
presbytery offices as a high school 
student, beginning as an intern to 
learn office procedures. Over the years, 
she progressed to be the Coordinator 
for the Committees on Ministry and 
Preparation for Ministry. In these 
roles, she has interfaced with every 
minister member of the presbytery as 
well as so many congregations seeking 
pastoral leadership, and those seeking 
to be ordained to the ministry. For 
many, Sharon has been the heart of the 
presbytery because she cares so deeply.  
 There’s a line in a song that says, 
“You don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s 
gone.” That’s the way it will be for us 
here in the presbytery. Sharon knows 
so much through her 50+ years here 
holding the institutional memory from 
even before there was a Presbytery of 
New Covenant. She has been a valued 
colleague and friend. 
 Words are not sufficient to express 
our gratitude for her ministry across 
the presbytery and wider still. New 
Covenant has a good reputation across 
the country, and a lot of that is because 
of the love expressed by Sharon Darden. 
Thank you, Sharon, for the memories, 
and for being you and for putting up 
with us for all these many years.
– Rev. Lynn Hargrove

 In today’s world it is extraordinary 
for someone to work in one 

organization for her entire professional 
life. Sharon has not just been an 
employee of the presbytery. She 
has been a friend to every search 
committee who struggled their way 
through the process of calling a new 
pastor. She rejoices with them when the 
right match is made. She worries over 
those under her care.
 Sharon’s smile can light up a room.  
I still think of her throwing back her 
head in laughter, sometimes until tears 
ran down her cheeks. Sharon would 
weep with those who wept as well. She 
has a huge heart for those in distress. 
She takes great pride in the success of 
young pastors, and has a deep affection 
for those she has known through the 
years. She embodies the institutional 
memory and heart of New Covenant. 
 A ‘Sharonism’ I recall vividly is 
rooted in the times someone - or some 
group *would do something foolish or 
wrongheaded. She’d shake her head and 
call out the action as knuckleheaded, 
but said with much love for what that 
person could be, and weren’t that day.
– Mary Marcotte

 Sharon Darden’s service to 
and knowledge of New Covenant 
Presbytery is more than well 
documented. She knows the who, what, 
and when of the pastors, elders, and 
congregations dating back to the “pre-
history period” of Brazos Presbytery.
 What often may go unseen is 
Sharon’s deep concern for the churches 
and ministers of the presbytery. One 

cannot count the number of times 
when Sharon has contacted me, in 
strict confidence, about a pastor, a 
PNC, a church, a retired minister 
or Plan member. And it usually is 
accompanied with the request, “I need 
you to pray for …”  
 We know Sharon for her “corporate 
memory” and for her ability to manage 
the “process” for candidates, ministers, 
and congregations. Perhaps her 
foremost gift to us is her sincere care 
and compassion for all the churches 
and their leaders. It’s a lesson I learned 
from her when I first started serving 
on COM in the 90’s. Thank you Sharon 
because your witness has informed 
greatly my service to the larger church. 
– Kevin Keaton

Sharon Darden
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Letters
 Jo Ann and I recently moved from 
an apartment to a house. As is true in
most moves, people come across items 
they hadn’t seen in years, things they
thought had been lost, things that were 
not lost but had been forgotten. In this
most recent move, once again I came 
across some letters I had forgotten that 
I had. Most are letters to or from family 
members, letters that are now 80-90 
years old.
 Collections of letters have become 
their own genre. In Scripture we have
some of the letters of the apostle Paul. 
In church history we know of the letters
between Abelard and Heloise in the 
11th century. Today we have published
letters of theologians to colleagues, 

friends, and family (e.g., 
Karl Barth, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer), political 
leaders (e.g., Thomas 
Jefferson, Abraham 
Lincoln), public letters 
(e.g., MLK, Jr.’s “Letter 
from Birmingham Jail”), 
and, of course, many of 
our own personal letters.
 One of the most iconic 
letters in this part of 

Presbyterian country is one
that James Skinner wrote in January 
1914 to S. Brooks McLane. Skinner had 
just started Tex-Mex, a Presbyterian 
school for boys outside of Kingsville, 
Texas, later to become the Presbyterian 
Pan American School. McLane was 
young and interested in a teaching job. 
In the letter Skinner minces no words 
about what to expect. He challenges 
McLane to come if he wants, but also 
to expect hard work. (Skinner’s letter 
can be found in the “Introduction” to 
Planting Trees: A History of Presbyterian 

Pan American 
School). The school 
has now begun its 
109th year. I believe 
that work and the 
work that continues 
today contributes 
to building up the 
kingdom.
 Some letters are 
worth keeping, and while many are 
probably not, they all
reveal something of the times in which 
they were written. Some letters can 
have
a powerful impact on us. I have one 
that was written to me from one of my
parents while I was in graduate school 
that made a huge influence on me in a
good way. I keep that letter and read 
again occasionally. Many letters are 
filled with news that may be interesting 
and a reflection of the times, but 
occasionally a letter is written that 
holds profound meaning for us. This 
one does that for me. I think it reflects 
something of what the kingdom is like.
 Paul’s letters, the letter of John to 
the seven churches in the book of
Revelation, and others in the New 
Testament offer hope, encouragement,
instruction, and challenge to those 
early Christians and to us.
 Have we lost the art of writing 
letters? Today we have become 
accustomed to emails, twitter, and 
text messaging. Will any of those be 
preserved? Are any of those worth 
preserving? Are there letters that over 
the years have been important to you? 
What will future generations find 
when they look for evidence of the 
written word? I wonder if they will find 
evidence of the kingdom.

Making History Today
Rev. Dr. James S. Currie, Executive Secretary
Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
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Clerk’s Corner
Rev. Lynn Hargrove, General Presbyter + Stated Clerk
for Administrative Process
Presbytery of New Covenant

 I find social media interesting. We 
use the presbytery’s Facebook page to 
communicate resources, things that are 
happening in congregations, the movie 
group, and other items of interest for 
the presbytery. Most of the time we 
might see something shared, but there 
are not a lot of comments.
 Recently I posted this after the 
announcement about the Breonna 
Taylor case in Louisville, KY. Let’s 
pretend for a moment. A young woman 
in your community was shot to death by 
police in a no knock warrant incident.  
No charges are filed against the police 
officers for her death, but one was 
charged for discharging the weapon 
through the wall of the apartment. How 
would your congregation respond?
 It was amazing to me how political 
this post became with 106 comments 
offered. I was accused of “ginning up 
false anger toward the police” which 
was “not a very Christian thing to do.”  
Someone suggested that I was “just too 
prejudiced to hear the FACTS.” Another 
expressed that “this post appears to be 
intentionally divisive.”  One said that 
the “this Presbytery needs to get the hell 
outta here.”
 It was difficult to find ways that a 

congregation would respond in all of 
the comments, but I was able to glean 
these:
1.  We wait for more evidence before 

our congregation takes any action.
2.  We pray for all involved – police 

included.
3.  We sit with hard questions and 

mourn with those who mourn.
4.  We take part in a prayer march for 

our community.
5.  We need conversations about 

issues of social justice and political 
involvement/engagement of the 
church.

6.  Prayer for healing, peace and 
understanding.

7.  We can mourn the loss of life. 
8.  Help people get away from a 

criminal lifestyle.
9.  Get involved.
10.  Create a safe space to talk about 

social justice issues.
11.  Work to find common ground.
12.  Study Scripture.
13.  Think before speaking.
14.  Speak out against injustice.
15.  We must work orderly and lawfully 

to address and change that which 
is unfair, unkind and untrue.

16.  Prayers we find a good solution 

where all people are protected, 
regardless of race, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic status, etc.

17.   We should learn to sit with the 
uncomfortableness for a while and 
see where God is calling us in that 
space.

 The follow-up post with these 17 
solutions had only two comments.  
One was to clarify #16 to say that 
prayer will be meaningless if they’re 
not followed up by action. The second 
was me thanking the person for the 
clarification.
 Why is it so easy for us to get angry 
about a simple question than to answer 
it? I was looking for answers like, “We 
could hold a prayer vigil for those who 
mourn,” or “a prayer service for our 
law enforcement officers.”  “We could 
hold a community forum to listen to 
each other and to address the problems 
in our community.” “We could draw 
together and really listen to each other.”  
 Our people are grieving and we 
don’t even know what we have lost. 
The pandemic is making us anxious 
and angry. What does it say about us as 
Christians if we aren’t looking outside 
into our communities to find ways to 
offer healing and hope?  

Updates from the Peru Network
By Marilyn Maynard Wright
and Anya Ezhevskaya

 The Peru Mission Network’s 
Steering Committee has been meeting 
via Zoom to determine how to continue 
our various partnerships with our 
brothers and sisters in Peru in light of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Steering 
Committee consists of those who were 
present at our most recent meeting (see 
photo).
 Through conversations with 
PERUSA mission co-workers Jeb, 

Chenoa, and Jose, we learned that 
the Peru COVID numbers are going 
down in the larger cities but the rural 
areas are getting hit hard. Tourism has 
been shut down and no international 
flights are going in or out of Peru. As 
a result, no mission trips to Peru will 
be held in 2021. Mission trips for 2022 
are also questionable because there 
may not be enough time for the rural 
areas to recover to provide hotels and 
restaurants for mission groups, and 
transportation options to those areas 
are also unknown.   Peru continued on page 7

Chenoa Stock, PCUSA Mission Co-Worker, 
Lima, Peru (PERUSA); Jose’ Luis Clare, PERUSA 
volunteer; Jeb Koball, PCUSA Mission Co-
Worker, Lima, Peru; Mark Strohmann, Giddings 
Lovejoy Presbytery; Anya Ezhevskaya, Webster 
PC, Webster; Ed Tobia, Webster PC, Webster; 
Gerald Ostlund, Brownson Memorial PC 
Southern Pines, NC; Marilyn Maynard Wright, 
First PC Bryan

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
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 I cannot remember a time when 
Sharon Darden was not an active part 
of our Presbytery. I have known Sharon 
for some 50 years. And to even wrap 
my head around the idea that next year, 
I cannot call Sharon at the Presbytery 
office is unfathomable. She really is 
irreplaceable.
 I remember practical jokes she 
participated in with a sneaky glee. I 
remember the racism she endured with 
an uncanny sense of justice prevailing. I 
remember sitting in her office and 
crying, complaining, and even planning 
for better outcomes. And because of 
her acceptance and words of wisdom 
to me, I learned a lot. I remember 
trying to talk her into this or that public 
speaking. She had a way of giving me 
that “no way” Sharon look. Sharon 
says a lot with a look. I shall miss all 
those different looks. She really is 
unforgettable.
– The Rev. Pam Morgan, PhD.

 Sharon is a life saver… who else 
are you gonna call? When first serving 
on COM, it was a learning experience 
from day one…and who better to 
teach than Sharon! Always available 
for a conversation, always knew where 
to “search” for answers, kept us on 
track…could not have served without 
her support… I pray for peace and 
overflowing blessings as she begins this 
new adventure…
– RE Shelley Hernandez

 Sharon has always been there. Not 
just for me, but for everyone that has 
ever served this Presbytery. I cannot 
think of any event or meeting that I 
attended that she was not present for. 
Presbytery Meetings, Installations, 
Committee Meetings and Christmas 
Parties… she was always there! I am 
grateful for her smiling face and her 
willingness to help me whenever I 
needed it. She is so loved! Blessings to a 
dear friend. 
– RE Bob Patterson

Celebrating Sharon
from front page

Kallie Pitcock, pastor resident at St. Philip Presbyterian Church, Houston was ordained to the 
Ministry of Word and Sacrament on Saturday, October 10. Congratulations Kallie and may God 
Bless you in you call to ministry.

Sharon Darden with the Southwest Region of the Administrative Personnel Association (APA) 
Gathering in Waco, TX, October 2019. Sharon serves as Regional Secretary.

We’re Zooming 
for the Presbytery 
Meeting November 21
 We are disappointed not to be able 
to meet in person in November.  We 
had hoped to travel to Beaumont to 
meet at St. Andrew’s. While 
there is plenty of room in the 
sanctuary to social distance, 
it was difficult to try to hold 
workshops and figure out how to sit 
together at lunch safely. So, we will be 
meeting by Zoom!
 The online registration link is 
available now until November 20 at 12 
noon.  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
stated-meeting-of-the-presbytery-of-
new-covenant-tickets-126583170671. 
Only those registered will receive the 
link to the Zoom call. The meeting 
materials will be posted on the 
presbytery website closer to the day of 
the meeting.

Krista Langley, Indian Presbyterian Church, 
Livingston commemorates Indigious Peoples’ 
Day with cultural dance.

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/stated-meeting-of-the-presbytery-of-new-covenant-tickets-126583170671
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/stated-meeting-of-the-presbytery-of-new-covenant-tickets-126583170671
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/stated-meeting-of-the-presbytery-of-new-covenant-tickets-126583170671
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By Rick Cousins, Correspondent
Galveston Daily News

Galveston’s Westminster Presbyterian Church 
perseveres throughout time

 This month, the church founded 
as Galveston’s Second Presbyterian 
Church, then Broadway Memorial 
and still later as the Annie Truehart 
Memorial Church, completed its 
125th year of service. You know it as 
Westminster Presbyterian, 5127 Ave. U 
in Galveston.
 It’s the only local congregation 
meeting in a converted military chapel 
with its adjacent, walk-in deep freeze, 
both built for the also-historic Fort 
Crockett.
 Over those many years, the U.S. 
Corps of Army Engineers construction 
survived hurricanes Carla, Alicia, Ike 
and more — even the attempts of an 
arsonist in 2015 to erase it from our 
island’s history. The pandemic, though, 
presents a different congregational 
challenge.
 Since the pandemic began, 
Westminster has had church on Zoom 
including communion services. Though 
the church building is now open for 
services, Sunday school remains on 
Zoom. Services are also available on 
Facebook Live at 11 a.m. Sundays.
 The Rev. Todd Williams leads 
Westminster as its stated supply 
minister. He noted the church motto is 
key to understanding his congregation.
“Since the beginning of the church, 
our faith community has focused on, 
‘Making Christ known,’” he said. “Over 
the years, that has meant many things. 
During the civil rights movement, our 
pastor actually ate lunch in the ‘colored 
section,’ of the drug store. The church 
has always focused on making sure 
that a person’s gender did not keep 
them from serving in various roles 

of the church. And within the last 
couple of years, we have made sure that 
people know that they are welcomed, 
regardless of their sexual orientation. 
The church itself has a simple mission, 
which will continue to evolve with our 
community.”
 It’s a varied group. For example, 
Sharon Meyer Tipton comes from a 
long line of Presbyterian worshipers.
 “My family has been going to 
Westminster for five generations,” she 
told Our Faith. “My grandfather, Fred 
John Meyer, began worshiping there 
prior to 1920. My father, Harold Meyer, 
was one of only two members to hold 
the title of elder emeritus in recognition 
of his many years of service in various 
capacities. Currently, three generations 
of my family are active here. This is our 
home. The wonderful people here are 
my extended family.”
 On the other hand, Jessica Clarke 
represents a relatively new arrival and 
one from religiously diverse parts.
 “I had been raised Christian Science 
and my husband as Episcopalian, but 
we had not been going to church,” she 
recalled. “We had two small children 
that I wanted to be sure to get some 
religious knowledge before they started 
going to kindergarten and elementary 
school.”
 She brought her clan to 
Westminster at what could have been 
considered a rather inauspicious time.
 “Hurricane Alicia marks the year 
I remember becoming members of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church,” she 
said. “Vivid is my memory of our first 
service after Alicia, held outside on the 
sidewalk seated in chairs, as there was 
no electricity, and it was hot.”
 But in spite of the hurricane- 
induced hardships, Westminster won 

Clarke over.
 “Friends of ours invited us to 
visit, and we went, children in tow, so 
that they could attend the flourishing 
Sunday school. We were welcomed 
heartily and sincerely by this small 
group of church people who loved God 
and extended that love to us.”
 Do we have space for one more 
memory? Westminster member Laura 
Teed had this to share.
 “We are a small group, but we are 
mighty in our devotion to God and one 
another,” she said. “I love to sit with 
my eyes closed as we sing hymns and 
remember all of the people who have 
passed on through the years. It’s like I 
can always feel their presence around 
me, pushing me forward during these 
troubling times. We have a strong solid 
past and will continue to carry on into 
a strong solid future for many years to 
come.”
 Westminster offers space to 
Children’s Coalition of Galveston and 
an Alcoholics Anonymous group, 
supports St. Vincent’s House, provides 
local students with school supplies and 
contributes to the Heifer International 
charity.

An overhead view of a service in progress 
at Galveston’s Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, shows that masks are de rigueur for 
congregants in this era of COVID-19.

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
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Single Parent Family Program at 
PCHAS Shares Success
 There are times when “exhibiting 
the Kingdom of heaven to the world” 
can be seen when a community gathers 
around a parent at risk of losing 
herself and her children. Presbyterian 
Children’s Homes and Services was 
born from the church in 1903, and 
strives to serve like Jesus by caring for 
children and families in need. 2020 has 
been difficult for so many, especially the 
already vulnerable children and families 
we serve each day. Rather than pulling 
back, however, we hope to increase 
our level of support to children and 
families who are feeling uncertain about 
the future and struggling just to keep 
food on their tables and shelter over 
their children’s heads. Throughout this 
difficult year, we have seen how God 
transforms peoples’ lives and brings 
hope out of chaos. 
 A few years ago, our Single Parent 
Family program welcomed into care 
Brittany, a single mom, and her two 
young children. Brittany arrived jobless, 
fearful of others due to past abuse, and 
uncertain where her life was leading. 
She felt totally inadequate as a mother. 
The Single Parent Family Program at 
PCHAS gave her and her two children 
a safe place to live while she literally 
started over. She shared with us that 
“PCHAS staff taught me how to retrain 
my brain and use healthy coping skills 
in times of stress.” Continuing, she 
added, “I learned how to form deeper 
connections with my children.” While 
living on PCHAS’ campus, Brittany 
shared her determination to become a 
nurse. She started nursing school and 

moved her family to an apartment. She 
graduated. She married. She made a 
home. 
 Watching news reports about 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Brittany 
felt compelled to help. Perhaps it was 
her personal triumph over chaos that 
prepared her so well to step in when 
chaos dominated the lives of others in 
need. She traveled to New York in April 
to join the front lines of our country’s 
medical response to the pandemic. 
Brittany spent eight weeks in New York, 
being a carrier of the light in a dark time 
of our history. 
 Brittany’s story is not only an 
example of individual triumph; it is a 
testament to the power of community 
rallying around an individual in need. 
PCHAS was able to walk with Brittany 
as a single parent during her time of 
crisis. She was able to focus on her 
strengths and not only build a new 
life for her family, but also expand her 
impact to an incalculable number of 
lives. It is through not giving up and not 
giving in that the body of the church 
fulfills the call to exhibit the Kingdom of 
heaven to the world. We are inspired by 
Brittany’s story, which is a reminder of 
God’s steadfast love.

 The Steering Committee is 
concerned about maintaining some 
sort of contact with our partners in 
Peru. Since many of our partners 
are in remote areas, Zoom may or 
may not be an option due to limited 
bandwidth. Our group is trying to find 
ways to communicate to our partners 
with encouragement and prayers and 
exploring ways to record or carry out a 
live Zoom meeting or YouTube video 
to send to our partners. We are also 
considering doing small workshops 
around a topic or holding small group 
discussions in order to continue to 
develop and grow the partnership. These 
types of communication could be a great 
source of encouragement and strength 
for us and our partners during a time 
when they need to know that they are 
loved and not forgotten, even when we 
cannot visit them in-person.
 To help with the alarmingly high 
virus numbers, a Peru Mission Network 
COVID fundraiser has been set up 
through Webster Presbyterian Church 
to help supply our Peru partners with 
supplies, food, and funds to provide 
daily needs or medical needs. As of 
September 17, $6500 had been raised. 
This initial deadline was August 31, 
2020 but the deadline has been extended 
indefinitely. Please consider donating 
directly to Webster Presbyterian 
Church  https://www.websterpresby.org/
Pledges. When making the donation, 
please add a note indicating that 
the donation is for the Peru COVID 
Fundraiser.
 Please continue to pray for our 
brothers and sisters in Peru and for a 
vaccine for COVID.

Peru, continued from page 3

The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant
will be Saturday, November 21, 2020

To register for the meeting, click on the link below. Please register by 12noon on Friday, Novever 21.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/stated-meeting-of-the-presbytery-of-new-covenant-tickets-126583170671

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
https://www.websterpresby.org/Pledges
https://www.websterpresby.org/Pledges
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Showing Our Marks
 One of the exciting things we get to 
do as a part of the Vital Congregations 
Initiative is to collect stories from the 
presbytery of where churches have lived 
into the 7 marks. Lifelong discipleship 
formation is all about churches 
committing to congregants’ Christian 
formation, no matter their age or stage. 
Christian formation does not end when 
a student graduates from high school. 
But adult formation opportunities can 
be challenging to offer, especially during 
the pandemic. Here is how Connie 
Nyquist of Clear Lake Presbyterian 
Church described how her church lived 
out the Lifelong Discipleship Formation 
mark in the midst of the pandemic.
 When churches were closed for 
in-person gatherings in March, the big 
question was “How do we maintain 
relationships that have built over 
many years in our weekday Bible 
Study classes?” This was of immediate 

concern since the participants were all 
senior citizens, many living alone. 
 Within a few weeks, the classes 
resumed using Zoom. Since not all 
participants were comfortable with 
technology, time needed to be spent, 
sometimes one on one over the 
telephone, walking them through how 
to use this platform. However, now we 
are maintaining attendance in all of the 
groups equal to what we had before 
COVID.
 As we moved into the new fall 
programing, we realized that Zoom 
gave us the opportunity to bring in 
people to offer a class who would not be 
available to us in “normal” times. Thus 
we are offering a series on Spiritual 
Practices for Everyday Living which 
is being taught by individuals from 
across the state of Texas and even from 
Chicago, Denver, Myrtle Beach and 
Canada. This is one unexpected perk 

of becoming virtual in much of our 
programming.
 How has your church been showing 
your marks in the challenges caused 
by COVID-19? Please share them with 
ryoung@pbyofnewcovenant.org.
 Want to learn more about the 
Vital Congregations Initiative? Visit 
vitalnewcovenant.org or find us 
on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
VitalNewCovenant/) You can also 
contact Rachel Young, the Presbytery 
Coordinator for the initiative at 
ryoung@pbyofnewcovenant.org. It’s not 
too late to commit your congregation to 
engaging with the seven marks of a vital 
congregation.

By Anya Ezhevskaya

The Mobile Ministry Mob Rides Again!
 Recently, Webster Presbyterian 
Church “Mobile Mob Ministry” and 
friends living in the Nassau Bay area of 
Houston have started gathering outside 
in the park on Sundays to fellowship, 
walk and ride bikes, scooters, and 
golf carts together, and visit other 
church members who are less able 
to be outdoors. This came about as a 
brainchild of church member and elder 
Bill Dixon following discussions of 
how to enjoy each other and support 
older members of the congregation 
while taking all due COVID-19 safety 
precautions. 
 For instance, on August 30th the 
group met at Howard Ward park at 
9am (which is the set time for meeting) 
for conversation and greetings. Some 
members and friends walk in the park 
regularly and now meet with the riders 

for catching up, devotional, and prayer. 
Following a brief devotional and prayer, 
the riders said goodbye to the walkers 
and headed to visit other members of 
WPC who are not able to walk regularly. 
Typically the group finishes out the 
morning at a local, outdoor coffee 
shop. On World Communion Sunday 
(October 3rd), we met again, this time 
with Pastor Helen Deleon to officiate 
communion. We metaphorically broke 
pre-packaged bread and grape juice, 
and shared in fellowship. Everyone 

enjoys the gatherings and often we get 
questions by other walkers about who we 
are and what we do.
 The group hopes to continue 
these outings as the weather cools, 
and encourages other neighborhoods 
and church communities to form their 
own walking/riding visiting Mobile 
Mobs. While much has been taken away 
during this pandemic, there are new 
ways to build deliberate community and 
we encourage all to take heart and give it 
a try!

The Mobility Mob

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
http://www.facebook.com/VitalNewCovenant/
http://www.facebook.com/VitalNewCovenant/
mailto:ryoung@pbyofnewcovenant.org
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New Family continued on page 7

&
Hispanic Ministry in the 
Presbytery of New Covenant

Life Out Here: New Family in Shiro

 Rev. Mauricio Chacón was called 
to our presbytery to develop a new 
Hispanic ministry in the Spring Branch 
area. He began a Bible study which he 
met at his home. A month later, the 
group had grown to about 30 people, 
which was more than his house could 
fit. They found space at Spring Branch 
Middle School and worship services 
began. After six months, the church 
moved to an empty church building 
on Hammerly. There, the congregation 
continued to grow. A new Food Pantry 
was part of their ministry to the 
community, as well as English classes. 
Through that work, the Church became 
well known in the community and 
people started to attend our worship 
services.
 Since the beginning this ministry 
has been dedicated to serve the needs 
of the Hispanic community in Spring 
Branch in different ways, creating 
a safe space for children and young 
people. When the owners wanted to 
use the building differently, the lively 
new ministry moved to the campus of 

Memorial Drive PC, which enabled 
the group to reach out to a larger 
community than just Spring Branch. 
People who live south of Westheimer 
started attending our worship services 
which has grown into a vibrant ministry 
of more than 200.
 Ongoing programs include the 
food pantry, an annual soccer camp, 
distribution of backpacks with school 
supplies, as well as celebrations of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, Cinco 
de Mayo, and Hispanic Heritage 
Month to share the food and culture 
of the many countries represented in 
the membership. A new initiative is a 
health fair offering an opportunity for 

individuals with no other means to see 
a doctor for medical care.
 Please join in our Hispanic 
Ministry Gathering on November 10th 
at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. The gatherings 
will focus on learning how the churches 
in our Presbytery might grow by 
creating a multicultural environment 
through mission oriented programs, 
such as ESL Classes, Food Pantry, 
Citizenship classes and Immigration 
Workshops.
 This initiative can help our 
congregations reach out to immigrants 
to create stronger and more vital 
congregations as church members 
become more involved in these 
activities.
 The Hispanic Ministry Gatherings 
will be the space to share these ideas 
with church leaders in our Presbytery 
to explore these programs that could 
help create new Hispanic worshiping 
communities.
 For more information please 
contact Rev. Mauricio Chacón 
at MChacon@mdpc.org; Rev. Isabel 
Rivera at isrv08@hotmail.com or Rev. 
David Puig at davidpuig@northwoods.
org.

 One Sunday morning last Spring, 
the Shiro Presbyterian Church received 
a new family from the Shiro United 
Methodist Church. (The other 3 pastors 
and I have an unspoken covenant not to 
steal each other’s sheep.) After worship 
on that 4th Sunday, we Presbyterians 
were sitting around after lunch in the 
Fellowship Hall when someone knocked 
on the church door. Never knowing 
who would be on the other side of our 
door, we opened it to a robust stranger 
dressed in bib overalls. Overalls are not 
unusual in the community but it was a 
bit casual for a Sunday morning. The 

stranger asked if he and his son could 
crawl under our 115 year old raised 
pier and beam building and that “Please 
don’t call the Sheriff on me! My wife is 
on the way!” Apparently someone in the 
neighborhood behind the church had 
called the sheriff the day before when 
they saw him crawling under a house. 
 We told the stranger “Sure! please 
do! We won’t call the sheriff but be 
aware that the area under our building 
is a nightmare chamber of horrors 
complete with spiders, snakes, and 
mud. Lots of mud.” After a brief word 
of explanation, the man and his equally 

robust son went off to find the one 
opening into the crawl space under the 
building and to crawl into the chamber 
of horrors.  

Shiro Presbyterian Church, Shiro

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
mailto:MChacon@mdpc.org
mailto:isrv08@hotmail.com
mailto:davidpuig@northwoods.org
mailto:davidpuig@northwoods.org
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&
POP Ministry: “Take Me to the Water”
 Rev. Gale Kennebrew took care to 
sing each note of the complementary 
title of this article, as dear Lonnie Izard 
soaked in the sweet bliss of having 
been Baptized. It is clear a humble and 
glorious pathway Lonnie has illumined 
for us. Alone, we think, are the patients 
in medical isolation. But God’s loving 
Spirit is always comforting, wooing, 
and suffering with/for each one. 
Lonnie’s isolation included an intense 
focus on a life-long desire and he 
answered, “Here I am, Lord.” During 
his third phone call from a POP 
Chaplain, Lonnie asked, “Can I be 
baptized here in the hospital?” Long-
awaited plans were set in motion for a 
public profession of his “passion for the 
Holy Spirit and prayer” as his wife Sue, 
describes Lonnie’s display of faith.
“Take me to the water, Take me to the 
water, Oh, take me to the water to be 
baptized.”
 At MD Anderson, Rev. Kennebrew 
donned PPE, a hospital isolation gown, 
mask, and in her gloved hands, she was 
prepared with her Bible. Sue facilitated 
the Zoom call in advance, the medical 
team set up the room and another 
Chaplain began to film. One by one, 
thirty-five  attendees were connected 
through technology. Generations 
before and after Lonnie and Sue joined 
the call – mother, father, children, 
grandchildren, more family, friends, 

Pastors David Jones and Laura Grice 
from The Woodlands Community 
Presbyterian Church and Pastor Paula 
Daniel Steinbacher from Church of the 
Eternal Hills Presbyterian in Tabernash, 
Colorado. A hospital room became 
the “link” to approximately thirty-five 
homes with Christ as the Cornerstone.  
 On June 28th, Lonnie and Sue’s 
grandchildren were motionless as their 
“Papa” was Baptized and many a tearful 
eye could be seen on the dear faces 
from Texas, Colorado, Washington, 
and Michigan! After his Baptism, the 
Zoom call continued with joyful family 
reflections.
“Oh, I know I got His Spirit,
Oh, I know I got His Spirit, I know I got 
His Spirit, I’ve been born again.”
 While fighting for his health 
Lonnie says ... “There’s no way I would 
be able to go through what I’m going 

through without this woman right 
here,” lovingly referring to Sue. In 
addition, receiving everyone’s cards and 
messages every day has meant so much 
to Lonnie. He tries hard to articulate his 
love for his family, friends, church and 
staff of the hospital, but his heartfelt 
emotions simply take over. Never did he 
imagine retirement would include some 
of the hardest work he’s ever done and 
yet, some of the most deeply fulfilling.  
Sue vulnerably and beautifully shares 
that embracing patterns of prayer has 
been so important to her over the years. 
And now? Now she will emphatically 
tell you, it is witnessing Lonnie’s time 
in prayer, the calm and peace over him 
since his Baptism, that truly inspires 
her.  
“When I get to Heaven, When I get to 
Heaven, Oh, when I get to Heaven, I 
shall see God.”
 Sue often wears a shirt bearing 
#LONNIESTRONG. As we keep the 
Izards in our prayers, let us quietly 
chant this phrase together. We may be 
assured, it is Our Almighty Lord who 
hears our cry, who “was wounded for 
our transgressions, was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace 
was upon Him, And by His stripes we are 
healed.”  - (Isaiah 53:5)
“Oh, I love Jesus, I love Jesus, Oh, I love 
Jesus, Yes, I do. Take me to the Water to 
be Baptized.”

Baptizing Lonnie Izard

 About 15 minutes later, he emerged 
and thanked us. Apparently, a local 
family had sought shelter under the 
Methodist church’s raised pier and 
beam building but had decided the 
Methodists made too much noise. So, 
they had sought new shelter under our 
building. We meet for worship on the 
4th Sunday of the month, and do not 
make as much noise as the Methodists, 
who worship weekly.
 The stranger explained that he had 

apprehended the father the day before 
and now he was back for the mother 
and 3 youngsters. I recognized his 
description of the father - he had come 
over to visit some months before when 
I was replacing the broken tiles on the 
front porch of the Presbyterian church.  
After awhile, he had wandered off. At 
the time, I had thought nothing of it.  
These things happen all the time in 
small town rural America.
 About 30 minutes later, the stranger 
told us that he and his wife, a Canine 

Officer with the TDCJ had managed to 
capture the Black Lab mother, father, 
and 3 puppies. Later he told us they 
had cared for all of them until the pups 
were weaned, then taken all 5 to a No-
Kill shelter in the area to find forever 
homes.
 Jesus tells us that sometimes we 
entertain angels unawares when we 
welcome the stranger at our door, the 
homeless, the mother with young, all 
creatures great and small. May it always 
be so.

New Family, from page 7

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
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&
Christmas Shoe Box Ideas
 Here are a number of thoughts 
and ideas that have come out of 
conversations with some of the 
Chaplains delivering the shoeboxes, 
seafarers receiving them and others 
who have been involved in the program 
for many years. These are not hard 
and fast, but rather suggestions, unless 
otherwise noted.

 Now for the good part, the
 PLEASE DO:
	 •	 Plastic	shoe	boxes	available	from
  discount stores can be an extra gift 
  for seafarers to use for their
  personal items and/or toiletries.
  They really appreciate this extra 
  gift.
	 •	 Gloves:	Cotton	or	plain	leather
  work gloves are great. Knit mittens
  or gloves are too bulky and limit
  their dexterity in handling lines
  and such on board ship and knit
  scarves or mufflers are dangerous
  because they can get caught in
  moving machinery, such as
  winches.
	 •	 Tightly	knit	stocking	caps	with
  no tassels or other adornments are
  appreciated. Please though,
  remember that they will be worn
  under a hard hat so a tight but not
  bulky knit is appreciated.
	 •	 Pack	the	boxes	full.	Use	new
  items, not odds and ends such as
  used pencils or pens close to
  needing a refill. Think about what
  you might need if you were away
  from any shopping for two
  months. Nobody wants to open
  a box with three items while the
  next seafarer is opening a full to
  the brim box.
	 •	 Probably	98%	of	the	seafarers
  are men, BUT, there are some
  women on ships now. If you pack
  a box for a woman, PLEASE note

  on the outside that it is for a
  “WOMAN”. A 23 year old man is
  probably not going to know what
  to do with lipstick or dusting
  powder, but if the box is not
  identified as being for a woman,
  then there will be one embarrassed
  seafarer.
	 •	 Please	try	to	use	regular	sized
  boxes, whether they are plastic
  boxes or cardboard shoe boxes. 
  Five get stacked, then bagged as
  one bundle and boot sized boxes
  create transportation problems
  for chaplains, who sometimes have
  to haul boxes as much as a half
  mile to a ship on a hand truck
  through a refinery if they are not
  allowed to drive to the ship. Also,
  if one seafarer gets a boot size
  box of goodies and everyone else
  gets a regular shoe box size, there
  are hurt feelings.
	 •	 Please	include	only	NON	–
  MELTABLE items like hard
  candies. Chocolate bars melt
  and some hot chocolate requires
  milk to mix, not water. The water
  based version is preferred.
	 •	 Ships	usually	provide	bars	of	soap,
  but items such as shampoo,
  deodorant and toothpaste are
  usually NOT available on the ship.
	 •	 In	addition	to	having	a	church	box
  packing day, consider asking
  families to fill boxes throughout
  the year, wrapping them and
  setting them aside until Christmas
  box time at church. Remember,
  every box donated is one more
  seafarer receiving a gift of love
  from Houston.
	 •	 Regardless	of	how	boxes	end	up
  being created, remember, you
  are showing God’s Love for others
  in preparing each box you do. 
  Make it a gift from your heart.

   Here are a few reminders...
 PLEASE DO NOT:
	 •	 wrap	your	box	and	lid	separately,
  they fall off, spilling the contents
  when they are being bagged for
  delivery.
	 •	 put	any	form	of	bow	on	your	box,
  even curly ribbon. They get
  stacked in piles fifteen to twenty
  five high prior to bagging for
  delivery to the ships and bows
  cause piles to fall.
	 •	 put	bottles	of	water	in	the	boxes.
  They make the boxes very heavy
  for the chaplains and ships have
  thousands of gallons of water on
  board, plus they make more.
	 •	 include	any	used	items	or	partial
  containers of such things as
  shampoo or toothpaste. You
  would not want someone else’s
  used goods and they don’t either.
	 •	 open	prepackaged	items,	such	as
  tooth brushes, razors, etc. If you
  are including such items, leave
  them in the package for sanitary
  reasons. If you are buying bulk
  quantities, such as a ten pack of
  razors, put the whole package in
  the box. It will be used.
	 •	 include	any	religious	material.
  Chaplains have bibles in 47
  languages if a seafarer wants such,
  but these are gifts from the heart,
  not evangelistic gifts.

Seafarer boxes ready to go.

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
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FRESH ELASTIC FOR STRETCHED-OUT EDUCATORS

November 5
 Fresh Elastic for Stretched-Out
 Educators - Zoom Meeting

November 14
 Dismantling Racism Virtual 
 Meeting with Christena Cleveland
 - Zoom Meeting

November 15
 PYCC Youth Rally
 - Zoom Meeting

November 21
 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery
 - Zoom Meeting

November 26 and 27
 Happy Thanksgiving
 Presbytery office will be closed

November 29
 First Sunday of Advent

December 8
 January | February 2021
 CONNECTIONS Copy Deadline

December 10
 Drive-by Retirement Celebration
 for Sharon Darden at
 the Presbytery Office

December 24 and 25
 Merry Christmas
 Presbytery office will be closed

January 1
 

 Presbytery office will be closed

On the calendar Time for a Little R&R
relationship and resources
“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up,

just as in fact you are doing.”
1 Thessalonians 5:11

 Friends of Christian Faith Formation: Could you use a good dose of 
encouragement? Are you feeling a little weary and/or overwhelmed? Can 
you use some fresh ideas to navigate through the upcoming season of Advent 
and on to Epiphany? If you can relate to any of these questions, you’ll find 
some R and R at our next Zoom gathering on November 5. There will be a 
chance to support one another with conversation and resources. We will have 
some small group time to explore our experiences over these last months. 
Also, there will be a time to share Advent and Epiphany ideas with the larger 
group. Show and Tell!
 If you join us, you will find yourself soaking up a third R… refreshment.  
So, mark your calendar now for November 5 at 11:30 a.m. Afterall, who 
doesn’t love a little R and R… and R?
 If you are a volunteer, paid staff person, pastor or just curious, you are 
invited. Your RSVP will assist in our planning. Send replies to anne.aiko.
wilson@gmail.com by Monday morning, November 2 to receive your Zoom 
link.
 This session will be facilitated by folks with a seasoned heart for 
education. Feel free to contact any one of them if you have questions.

Connie Nyquist (lnyquist@sbcglobal.net) Kim Shrull (kshrull@earthlink.net)
Anne Wilson (anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com

2021 National Gathering
NEXT Church

 NEXT Church’s national 
gathering is both virtual and FREE 
in March 5 - 7, 2021. Please mark 
your calendars and spread the word 
to your congregation. To get more 
information and to register for 
this exciting event, go to: https://
nextchurch.net/gathering/2021-
national-gathering/

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
mailto:anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:lnyquist@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kshrull@earthlink.net
mailto:anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com
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Join us via Zoom from 9am until 12pm 
 

PYCC 

YOUTH 
RALLY 

“We are the Church" 

 

Worship, Small Groups, and Fellowship! 
RSVP with Aaron Seay  

 aseay@pbyofnewcovenant.org  
to let us know your church will be there!! 

 

NOVEMBER  

15 
Sunday 

afTEr

hoNoriNG

Sharon Darden

 Since we can’t be together to 
celebrate, let’s honor her in a different 
way. Drive by to show her love and 
best wishes on the start of a new 
chapter in her life... retirement!
 There will also be a curbside treat 
and baskets to drop off cards.

Thursday, December 10
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The 2020 Hurricane Season
 This season has provided us 
with ample opportunites to respond 
to storms and I am grateful for the 
response by our Presbytery and the 
support of so many churches. We 
have sent around 700 hygiene kits, 
12 clean up buckets, and hundreds of 
diapers to our neighbors in Southwest 
Louisiana. Many of our churches have 
sent supplies and provided monetary 
donations to support those impacted by 
the storms.
 Many of us make our own personal 
preparations, it may be beneficial 

for our congregations to consider 
creating inventories of needed supplies 
to help reduce rushed buying when 
the need arises. Some items are more 
expensive than others and being in a 
pandemic, finances are a bit tight but 
the cost can be spread out to make it 
easier over time. Get creative, divvy 
up with other congregations in the 
neighborhood or with different groups 
in the church. If storage is a concern, 
contact me, Jamie Hannan at jhannan@
pbyofnewcovenant.org, and we can find 
a place to store items.

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org

