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 The first stated meeting of the 
Presbytery of New Covenant in 2020 
will be held at First Presbyterian 
Church in Lufkin on March 21.  
Registration will open at 8:30, with 
pre-meeting workshop/conversations at 
9:00 a.m. Conveners are being invited 
now, and topics could include the work 
of the PC(USA) Mission Responsibility 
Through Investment (MRTI) around 
the issues of climate change, and what’s 
happening with the presbytery’s Vital 
Congregations Initiative. There are a 
couple of other topics in the works.
 Worship will be led by our 
Presbyterian Youth Connection Council 
(PYCC) who will share a bit of their 
Conclaves weekend with us. We will 
commission our delegates to the 224th 
General Assembly. General Presbyter 
Lynn Hargrove will share a “state of 
the presbytery” message. There will be 
a first reading on proposed changes to 
the presbytery’s bylaws. Commissioners 
will be asked to concur with an 
overture from Chicago Presbytery on 

“Reaffirming Our Commitment to Gun 
Violence Protection.”
 Perhaps the most exciting part 
of the day will be the opportunity 
to approve the chartering of a new 
congregation – the Presbyterian 
Church of the Redeemer. Organizing 
Pastor Ebenezer Boateng and his 
group come primarily from Ghana 
and Togo, and have been worshipping 
together since 2014. They have met 
the requirements to charter as a 
congregation of the PC(USA). We 
anticipate that this will be a joyous time 
for all of the presbytery to celebrate this 
accomplishment.
 Register online at Eventbrite, 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
stated-meeting-of-the-presbytery-of-
new-covenant-tickets-97347580233 
and meeting materials will be 
available soon on our website:  
http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.
org/index.php?option=com_conte
nt&view=article&id=3:presbytery-
meetings&catid=18&Itemid=252

First Presbyterian Church, Lufkin

 The Presbytery of New Covenant 
is blessed to be able to offer grants for 
projects in our congregations and other 
organizations. There are five different 
grants available.  
 Vision Initiative – the focus 
is on growing the membership of 
the presbytery through church re/
development, outreach to those who do 
not attend worship on a regular basis, 
or other approaches consistent with 
the mission of the presbytery. Grant 
applicants are generally expected to 
raise at least half of the project cost.
 Lynn Johnson Social Justice – 
the focus is on social justice issues, 
particularly concerning equality and 
inclusion of all persons regardless of 
sexual orientation. The maximum grant 
is $2000.
 Outreach – projects support local 
and global mission efforts in order to be 
God’s redemption to a hurting world, 
and are aimed at helping people outside 
the applicant’s congregation. The 
maximum grant is $2000.
 Peacemaking – projects should 
seek to bring people of diverse races, 
cultures, ethnicities, or religions closer 
together. The maximum grant is $2000.
 Elder Care – the focus is on 
providing care for the elderly and 
senior citizens. The maximum grant is 
$1000.
 The Universal Grant Application is 
found here:  

Grant Funding 
Available
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We May Be Small but the Whole 
World is Here
 Driving south on U.S. Highway 77 
out of Corpus Christi, one finds a
landscape that can look pretty desolate. 
Between Kingsville and Ricardo, about
400-500 yards to the west and just 
across some railroad tracks, there’s a 
group of buildings that one could easily 
miss if one were in a hurry to get to 
the U.S.- Mexican border. But there’s a 
fascinating story going on among those 
buildings.
 In 1910 the Texas-Mexican 
Presbytery, with the support of Fort 
Worth Presbytery and Western Texas 
Presbytery, overtured the Synod of 
Texas to establish “a Mexican Industrial 
School for boys.” In 1911 the newly-
formed board accepted an offer of 640 
acres from Henrietta King (whose 
father was a Presbyterian missionary), 
the widow of Captain Richard King, 
founder of the King Ranch.
 Rev. James Skinner, a 57-year old 
Presbyterian pastor, and his wife, Julia,
were called to start this school. They 
had no house, no building of any kind. 
They had 640 acres of hot, dry, vacant 
land filled with fire ants and susceptible 
to hurricanes off the Gulf coast. In 
addition to developing a campus with 
Spanish-speaking boys, Skinner was 
also charged with raising funds to 
support the school, his salary, and the 
salaries of faculty and staff he could 
recruit. The school opened on 
October 1, 1912.
 In October 1924 a similar school 
for Mexican girls was opened in nearby
Taft. Under the leadership of Berta 
Murray, this school thrived. In 1955 
the two schools merged to become the 

Presbyterian Pan American School. 
The new school’s location would be the 
Kingsville campus of the old Tex-Mex. 
Dr. Sherwood Reisner was called to be 
the first president of this unified school.
 In its 108 year history the school 
has had nine presidents. Today it is now
seeking its tenth president. Skinner 
would, no doubt, not recognize the 
school as it exists today. There are 
125 students from nine countries, 
including China, Korea, Rwanda, 
Congo, Columbia, Guatemala, as well 
as Mexico. Sports and extracurricular 
activities are offered, and academic 
standards are high. All seniors must 
apply to at least four colleges or 
universities. Many students remain
in this country, but many also return to 
their homeland.
 While the campus has flourished 
with new buildings and gifted students,
faculty, and staff, the school continues 
to be thoughtful and careful, financially.
Support is welcomed from individuals, 
churches, and foundations.
 With its growing international 
student body Interim President Kim 
Warner suggests one possible motto 
could be “We may be small, but the 
whole world is here.” Indeed. We truly 
do rest under trees that were planted by 
those who have gone before us. May we 
continue to plant trees so that others who 
come after us will rest in their shade.
 (For a more complete history of 
Pan American School in Kingsville, see
Planting Trees: A History of Presbyterian 
Pan American School (Nortex Press, 
2011.)

Making History Today
Rev. Dr. James S. Currie, Executive Secretary
Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
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Clerk’s Corner
Rev. Lynn Hargrove, General Presbyter + Stated Clerk
for Administrative Process
Presbytery of New Covenant

 Are there topics that are off limits 
in your family or circle of friends? 
Usually it is religion and politics. I have 
seen many people’s posts on social 
media expressing opinions one way or 
the other, and people seem to pound 
on them in disagreement. In my own 
family, the younger generations (more 
liberal) roll their eyes at the oldest 
generation (very conservative). A lot 
of the eye rolls come from a difference 
in life experience and upbringing, 
and what the elders watch on TV, 
especially the 24 hour news channels. 
This produces a lack of tolerance and 
judgment between the generations.
 I am finding now as gender roles 
and sexual identity is becoming 
something that is talked about more, 
that I am uncomfortable in the 
conversation. I wonder if it is TMI (too 
much information), or if it confronts 
me in having to examine my belief 
system and understanding. I find that 
the younger generation is more willing 
to be accepting. Yes, I am old enough 
to remember that Desi and Lucy, and 
Rob and Laura slept in separate beds on 
television and somehow had children 
(but we were not going to talk about 
that).  Jeannie’s costume had to cover 
her navel. Farrah’s red swimsuit poster 

was somewhat scandalous. And the 
music of the times was encouraging 
listeners to spend the night together 
without the benefit of matrimony.
 There seemed to be much 
consternation about the recent 
Super Bowl halftime show featuring 
Shakira and Jennifer Lopez, including 
their costumes and their dance 
moves. Supporters cited the cultural 
background of the performers. The 
outrage that I saw seemed to be from 
older people that demonstrated their 
white privilege. Many others thought 
that is was a cultural celebration 
for people who often feel unseen or 
unheard. Ironically, I read recently that 
“pole dancing” is being considered for 
inclusion in the Olympics as it has been 
recognized as a competitive sport.
 “White privilege”… yes, I said 
that, which leads into another area 
for discussion. How do we talk about 
the place of privilege that many of us 
have just because of the color of our 
skin? We are in a denomination that 
while growing more racially diverse 
is about 90% white. It seems that 
many congregations are pretty insular 
without a lot of opportunity to interact 
with people of other races or cultures, 
or if they do there is an imbalance of 

power. How do we foster conversation 
to find out what it is like to live in a 
different color skin from that with 
which we were born?
 It has been said that “God 
comforts the afflicted and afflicts the 
comfortable.” I wonder if others are 
feeling afflicted these days by what 
seems to 
be deep 
division in 
our country 
over issues 
that relate 
back to race, 
or sexual 
identity, 
or what would be considered to be 
acceptable behavior. In my mind, most 
of us are pretty comfortable, and we like 
it that way. Conversations around these 
topics challenge us in ways that might 
feel dangerous, and so we avoid them.
 It is my hope that here in New 
Covenant that we will be willing to talk 
about difficult things in ways that honor 
those in the conversation, without 
anger, while seeking understanding.  
Yes, it is a learning process, and we 
will make mistakes. May we seek 
the best in each other as we listen 
deeply to someone else’s story without 
judgement. May we be a model of care 
and compassion to the communities in 
which we live, and to the world beyond. 

Something to Talk About

The next Stated Meeting
of the Presbytery will be
Saturday, July 18, 2020 at

Korean Central Presbyterian 
Church, Houston

Presbytery Meeting

Copy deadline for
Tuesday Connect

is every Monday at noon.

Send your announcements to
TuesdayConnect@pbyofnewcovenant.org

Tuesday Connect Copy Deadline

The next deadline for 
CONNECTIONS is

Tuesday, April 14 for the
May/June issue.

Send articles and photos to
Lynn Hargrove at

lhargrove@pbyofnewcovenant.org
The issue will highlight

“The maintenance of divine worship”

Connections Copy Deadline

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org


4 |March - April 2020 | New Covenant CONNECTIONS | pbyofnewcovenant.org

&
One Great Hour of Sharing

Living Life to the Fullest at Brazos Towers
at Bayou Manor

 Each year at Easter time, 
Presbyterians have the opportunity to 
give thanks with an offering to One 
Great Hour of Sharing. These funds are 
used to support efforts to relieve hunger 
through the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program, promote development 
through the Self-Development of 
People, and to assist in areas of 
disaster through Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance (PDA).
 Resources for this offering can be 
found here: https://specialofferings.
pcusa.org/offering/oghs/  These 
include curriculum, worship resources 
and bulletin inserts. “Fish boxes” are 
available for order. Congregations 
might consider challenging one another 
in a “fishing contest.”
 Here in Southeast Texas, we are 

The shelTer, nurTure, and spiriTual fellowship of The children of God

 One of the questions I’m most often 
asked by my friends and acquaintences 
from the outside is why did I choose 
to move into a retirement community? 
The second question I’m often asked 
is why did I choose a faith-based 
community? The answer to both 
questions began several years ago when 
(after the death of my mother) I needed 
to move my father from Ft. Worth to 
Houston where I resided. My husband 
and I began the research and visitations 
necessary to determine the very best 
alternative for my father and his new 
wife here in Houston. To make a long 
story short (after many visits to various 
places) all of us determined that The 
Hallmark, a Brazos Presbyterian Home, 
was the best place for them.
 Looking back, I realize that this 
was a God-driven decision. My father 
and step-mother moved through 
independent living, assisted living and 
health care during the remaining 8 
years of their lives at The Hallmark. The 
caring attitude of the staff and residents 
made it a very positive experience for 
our entire family. We were loved and 
counseled through each of the stages 

that became necessary with their 
changing health needs. We were so 
impressed and helped by the reverent 
“team approach” at each step along the 
way.
 Now, fast-forward 15 years to the 
point where my husband and I began 
thinking about selling our home and 
moving into a retirement community. 
We knew from our own experience 
with my family that we trusted and 
had great confidence in Brazos 
Presbyterian Homes. When we heard 
that a new tower was being constructed 
at Brazos Towers at Bayou Manor, we 
immediately began to do our research. 
In March of 2016, we made our move 
here.
 The best reasons I can give for my 
satisfaction and passion about being 
here has to do with the quality of the 
staff and residents. There is a differenet 
atmosphere and attitude that exudes 
from a faith-based community such as 
this one. There’s a pervasive love here 
that becomes evident once serious 
interactions occur. There is an attitude 
here that appreciates the holiness of 
human life. This attitude emanates from 
the top and down througuh all levels. 
The residents and staff truly care about 
one another. This leads to a spirit of 

encouragement that causes us to live 
each day to the fullest. While indivdual 
privacy is greatly respected, there is also 
a reaching out to others that isn’t found 
in our impersonal society today. Many 
different faiths are represented here, but 
I’ve found a great deal of mutual respect 
and interest in one another.
 Finally, the differences between a 
“for profit” and “non-profit” mindset 
are quite different. A non-profit has 
a vision for the the future that cares 
about the individual as opposed to the 
corporation or company. There are 
different values expressed when the 
profits are put back into the community 
as opposed to a need to show a 
corporate profit. The love of God is the 
major difference in a community such 
as ours. 

well acquainted 
with disasters, 
and many of our 
congregations have 
received assistance 
from a grant from 
PDA. This would be 
a great opportunity 
to say “thank you” 
for the help that was received so that 
it could be “paid forward” to someone 
else when disaster strikes.

By Virginia Jacoby,
Brazos Towers resident

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/
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The Presbyterian Service Center:
A Renewed Commitment to Housing
 The Presbyterian Service Center 
(PSC) is a non-profit organization 
providing housing for elderly persons 
and adults with disabilities, plus their 
spouses, children, or caretakers. These 
individuals of limited income live in 
one half of 5 accessible duplex homes or 
in the larger three-bedroom home on 
a 5.5-acre lot near the Hobby Airport 
with trees, a large open field, sidewalks, 
and a private drive. The residents 
represent a range of ages, disabilities, 
and needs.
 The Presbyterian Service Center is 
the dream of Dr. Charles Boyd who, in 
1957, established this place to provide 
housing and care for individuals with 
disabilities. Dr. Boyd himself used 
a wheelchair most of his life due to 
polio and was personally familiar with 
the issues faced by people needing 
accessible and safe places to live.  Since 
it was so difficult to find the special 
housing needed, he built the first homes 
on this acreage for himself and his 
elderly parents so that they could easily 
live and thrive in the community.
 Since from its inception, local 
Presbyterian churches and volunteers 
have supported the PSC in its unique 
mission to provide secure places to 
live for those with disabilities. Today, 
three churches in the Presbytery of 
New Covenant represent the board 
membership: Clear Lake, Dickinson, 
and Webster. These congregations 
and other individuals are dedicated to 
maintain and improve the facilities, 
property, management, and living 
opportunities. While there has been 
serious administration, legal, and 
financial issues in the past, the new 
board is working to sustain this 
essential housing for its residents, 

oversee the significant structural 
issues, stabilize the current monetary 
shortfalls, and plan a future of 
additional specialized housing 
opportunities on this land for others in 
our area.
 As congregations meet the PSC 
residents, they learn how grateful the 
people are to have a tended place to 
live with few barriers and restrictions 
found in most residences. The elderly 
mother caring for her son with severe 
disabilities provides a warm and 
cheerful home for her neighbors that 
lovingly accept them for their gifts of 
hospitality. The young man who relies 
on his wheelchair for mobility assists 
his elderly mother by translating for her 
and ensuring they both are not living 
isolated from the world. The wounded 
war veteran proudly shares a half-plex 
with his wife and infant child, relieving 
him of worry about where they can 
safely live as a family. These and the 
other residents provide support to each 
other from familiar places rooted in 
anxiety and desperation. Now, through 
the grace of God, the decades-old gift 
from Dr. Boyd, and the work of the PSC 
Board, their desire for affordable and 
proper housing is given.
 How can you and your church help 
the PSC advance and progress in this 
new year?
1. Add PSC to the current ongoing 

or one-time recipients for financial 
donations.

2. Offer work groups to assist with 
the ongoing care of these facilities 
including construction, repair, 
grounds keeping, and fund raising.

3. Support renewing PSC’s covenant 
with Presbytery.

4. Provide direct assistance to the 

residents who have a variety of 
basic and health care needs.

5. Become a PSC board member or 
regular volunteer.

6. Look with PSC to the future:
  a. How can this property be
   developed to add more
   housing and barrier free
   opportunities so more people
   can live here?
  b. How can PSC increase the
   security and safety for
   residents?
  c. How can the churches in
   Presbytery reach out to these
   residents in meaningful ways
   to develop relationships and
   resources?
 The PSC prayerfully requests your 
help. The road here has been rocky.  
Today holds many uncertainties. 
The faith for a brighter tomorrow is 
starting to fade. However, with our joint 
belief in the power of God and in our 
responsibility as Christians to reach out 
to help those in such abundant need, 
the PSC joyfully seeks to partner with 
you to sustain and grow these peaceful 
dwelling places for all.

The shelTer, nurTure, and spiriTual fellowship of The children of God

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org


 St. Stephen Presbyterian Church 
will host the program, “Senior Fire 
and Safety” on Wednesday, March 
25, 2020 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Tomas Petty, Senior 
Inspector from the 
Harris County Fire 
Marshall’s Outreach 
K-9 Team, will cover 
safety measures 
seniors can take 
to prevent fires, 
falls and accidents 
Assisted by Cinder 
(his canine helper) 
The program and 
handouts cover safety 
measures seniors can take to reduce 
household hazards to prevent fires, falls 
and accidents.
 Bring a covered dish at 6:00 p.m. 
if you would like to join us for our 
potluck meal. Call Sandy Campbell at 
832-282-1494 to RSVP or for details. 
The church is located at 2217 Theta St., 
Houston, TX.

 POAMN is an organization within 
the PCUSA which promotes the 
development of older adult ministries. 
We nurture the faith community, train 
leadership, 
as well as 
provide 
resources 
for congregations and organizations 
which minister to older adults. The 
POAMN network includes the POAMN 
Network News (PNN) Newsletter, 
The Older Adult Ministry Planning 
Guide, and the Older Adult Ministry 
Certificate Program in collaboration 
with Columbia Theological Seminary 
Lifelong Learning. We hold regional 
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Earth Day Plans at Webster
Presbyterian Church

Senior Safety

POAMN Conference will meet at MoRanch

 Webster Presbyterian Church 
has big things planned for the 50th 
celebration of Earth Day. The Visual 
Arts Ministry will take responsibility 
for getting fantastic art hung, and 
working with the outside groups, 
Galveston Community Band, University 
Baptist Church, Ecclesia, and St Thomas 
Episcopal Church, the Galloway School 
and Bay Area Montessori School.
 On Sunday, April 19, 2020 at 
10:00 a.m., the new art exhibit will be 
unveiled at the worship service.
 On Saturday, April 25, at 2:00 
p.m., in the Sanctuary, we will present, 

“This is my Father’s World”, an Earth 
Day Celebration in Story and Song. 
This will be a concert by the Galveston 
Community Band featuring music 
about the earth, and Creation Stories 
from around the globe performed by 
students of the Galloway School. The 
narthex art will feature work from Bay 
Area Montessori and the photography 
slide show from WPC members from 
2016. A love offering will be collected.  
Refreshments will be served.
 On Sunday, April 26, from 2:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m., we will have ARTCrawl. 
Four area churches will participate by 
displaying Earth Day Art during the 
months of April and May. University 
Baptist Church is providing buses that 
will make a circuit between WPC, 
University Baptist, Ecclesia in League 
City, and St Thomas Episcopal in 
Nassau Bay.  Each church will provide 
docents at their site, plus a finger food 
snack.

The shelTer, nurTure, and spiriTual fellowship of The children of God

Galveston Community Band members

MoRanch worship space

and annual national conferences, where 
we educate, facilitate, and address the 
questions that arise on the journey of 
aging. Since its organization in 1982, 
our mission has been to promote the 
development of Older Adult Ministries 
and its value in the PCUSA.
 Our regional event this year will 
be held at the Montreat Conference 
Center in North Carolina on April 30 
to May 1, 2020. Our annual conference 
will be held at MoRanch Assembly, 
October 27 to 29, 2020. If you would 
like to be a workshop leader for the 
national conference, proposals are being 
accepted now. The deadline to email 
proposals is Sunday, March 15 and can 

be sent to Ginny Nyhuis at gnyhuis@
frontier.com. For more information, go 
to the POAMN website, https://poamn.
org/.

Cinder

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org


It’s now almost 2 years later and we serve 
a consistent 130 to 160.
We have our 
regulars that 
come early 
for coffee 
and stay late 
to visit. We 
don’t have the 
staff to deliver 
meals to 
shut-ins but 
we are blessed 
with patrons 
that deliver over 100 meals a week to the 
shut-ins and homeless for us. We don’t 
charge for our meals but donations are 
welcomed. Nothing is required to receive 
a meal at First Presbyterian Church, 
Silsbee, just show up.
 Come and join us, experience the 
warmth and joy of God’s love, first hand. 
Have a hearty home-cooked meal and 
relax at God’s Table. He has set a place 
for you. This is a mighty mission in a 
small church, in a small town with a 
huge heart.
 What a mighty God we serve. Praise 
Him! Praise Him!
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Empowered: PW Spring Gathering

Little Church with a Big Heart

 Presbytery of New Covenant 
Presbyterian Women invite all women 
to the Spring Gathering on Saturday, 
March 28, 2020 at 9:30 a.m., at First 
Presbyterian Church, 2727 N Loop 
336 W., Conroe, Texas. All women are 
invited to attend. You do not have to be 
in a PW circle.
 We are thrilled to have Rev. Dr. 
Lynn Miller, Minister 
of the Word and 
Sacrament, author 
and artist of the next 
Horizon’s Bible Study 
lead our worship 
service, which will 
celebrate Holy 

Communion.
 Educational Opportunities: Sally 
DeStefano, of 
Freedom Place, 
a safe home and 
treatment facility 
for U.S. girls 
rescued from 
sex trafficking 
in Montgomery 
County.  Sally 
will share the 
challenges and 
victories she has encountered working 
with the girls she has met and nurtured.
Julie Launey, Synod of the Sun’s USA 
Mission Experience Representative to 

The shelTer, nurTure, and spiriTual fellowship of The children of God

the Finger Lakes Region of New York in 
July 2019.
 Details about mission opportunities, 
schedule, registration, meals, and child 
care can be found on the presbytery 
website: www.pbyofnewcovenant.org — 
click on ‘Ministries’ and follow the link 
to Presbyterian Women. Registration 
deadline is Saturday, March 21, 2020. 
Need a registration packet? Go to the 
website, or contact Janice Bradshaw at 
janicebradshaw@suddenlink.net 
or 979-777-5475. 
 The day promises to enrich women 
of all ages and stages of life. Hope to 
see you at First Presbyterian Church of 
Conroe on March 28th!Rev. Lynn Miller

 I always cringe when I’m asked to 
write an article for the Soup Kitchen. I 
don’t know why, I talk about it all the 
time, to anyone who will listen. But to 
sit down and put a pen to paper is so 
intimidating.
 God called to me about four years 
ago to “feed His lambs”. I must be 
honest, I questioned as to whether 
or not it was really a calling to just 
something I wanted to do. 
 At the time, our small church was 
without a full-time minister and being 
on the Session Worship Committee it 
was my duty to see that the pulpit was 
filled each Sunday with a minister for 
the worship service and a lay person if 
needed. Since we pulled from a wide 
array of ministers and faiths and only 
asked for their material a week ahead 
of time so the bulletins could be typed, 
it was amazing to me how many times 
they were able to work in that same 
story of Jesus asking, “Peter, do you love 
me? Then feed my lambs!”
 It didn’t just happen at church, it 
happened at home. I would turn on 

the television and there would be a 
Christian movie and it would just be in 
that part of the movie or a televangelist 
would be preaching on the same 
subject. It was everywhere. I knew then, 
it was God. I knew he wanted me to do 
something and do it now. So I began 
to clean out my calendar. I gave up all 
my other duties that took up my time 
and with other organizations and said, 
“Here I am Lord, I’m yours. Thank you 
for waiting on me”.
 About that time, we were blessed 
with a new pastor, Johnna Cormier. 
One of the first things she asked me was 
what I would like to see happen at the 
church. I told her about my vision of 
the kitchen and she was immediately on 
board. We spoke with the session and 
secured all the necessary permits from 
the county and with little money I had 
earmarked and set aside. We had the 
Fishes and Loaves Café. We opened in 
May 2018. It was slow that first week. 
I think we served around 15, the next 
week we had about 30, then 50, then 
they began to trickle in a little at a time. 

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
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&
St. Paul’s Needville Springfest

The shelTer, nurTure, and spiriTual fellowship of The children of God

 Mark your calendar for March 
29, 2020, for one of the biggest and 
best fundraisers of the year. St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church in Needville will 
host their first-ever Springfest at the 
Columbus Hall located at 13631 TX-36, 
in Needville.
 The event will consist of a delicious 
chicken fried steak meal with all the 
trimmings prepared by St. Paul’s Family 

Cookers, 
a large live 
auction 
conducted by 
auctioneer 
Shorty 
Yeaman, 
basket raffle, 
country 
store, plant 
sale, games 
for the 
kids, party 

wagon raffle, pastries, raffle prizes, silent 
auction, and much more.
 This fundraiser will benefit the 
major renovations of the educational 
building currently underway at St. 
Paul PC. The church’s educational 
building, originally built by church 
members in the 1950s, is overdue for 
a makeover which will include adding 

bathrooms and expanding the kitchen. 
The renovated building will allow St. 
Paul’s to continue to serve and remain 
very active in the community by 
providing a larger, remodeled space 
for various functions including Sunday 
school, bible study, choir rehearsals, 
confirmation classes, Scouts and 
Lions Club meetings, birthday parties, 
wedding receptions, baby showers, 
funeral receptions, and fundraising 
meals to name a few. The church also 
houses the clothes closet and necessity 
pantry that are available to those in 
need in the community.
 We hope you will join us for a fun, 
memorable experience on March 29, 
2020. You will not want to miss St. 
Paul’s Springfest. Presale tickets are 
available at the following Needville 
locations: Prosperity Bank, New First 
Bank, Western Power, Hometown Tire 
and Service, Immanuel Church, Donut 
Shop, Remax / Vicki Miller, Front Porch 
Realty, Kinfolks Antiques, and St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church.
 For questions or more details about 
the event and how you can get involved, 
please contact Patty Ciampi-Suitt at 
281-633-1952, Geraldine Winkelman
at 979-793-4496, or Larry Cario at
979-793-6357.

Chicken fried steak dinner.

Mardi Gras Parade 2020
Mobile, AL
Sharon Darden, Presbytery Staff, having 
fun and celebrating while on vacation.

A special request from Toto McGehee...
“Sharon is the happiest person I know”

Laissez les bons temps rouler, Sharon!

 The Presbytery of New Covenant 
seeks qualified candidates for 
two positions, both of which 
are funded by grants from the 
PC(USA).  
 Disaster Planning and 
Recovery Coordinator – full time.  
Duties will include networking with 
community partners and congregations 
in recovery efforts and developing 
disaster plans; grant writing; and 
representing the presbytery with 
ministry partners. Experience with 
disaster recovery is preferable, as well as 
strong organizational and people skills. 
Some local travel required.
 Vital Congregations Initiative 
Coordinator – part time (10 hours/
week). Duties will include recruiting 
congregations to participate in the 
initiative, coordinating cohort group, 
and representing the presbytery at 
various events. Experience with the 
Vital Congregations Initiative is 
preferred. Some travel is required.
The job descriptions can be found 
on the presbytery’s website: www.
pbyofnewcovenant.org  Please send 
a resume and cover letter to Lynn 
Hargrove, Presbytery of New Covenant, 
4803 San Felipe St., Houston, TX  77056 
ATTN: Personnel Committee
by March 15.

Employment 
Opportunities

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.
org/index.php?option=com_con
tent&view=article&id=45:future-
story&catid=35:grant-information-and-
application&Itemid=174
Each project should have its own 
application completed by April 30.  
Please submit your completed grant 
application to Forbes Baker fbaker@
pbyofnewcovenant.org  Funds will be 
awarded by June 30.

Grant Funding... From page 1

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
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Be part of PYCC 2020-2021 Confirmation 
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If you have any question about Presbyterian Youth Connection Council,
contact Kristi Blankman, Coordinator for Youth Ministry at 713-526-2585 or

kblankman@pbyofnewcovenant.org

 Do you know a young person 
who exhibits a mature faith and has 
gifts for leadership? Do you know an 
adult with a mentoring spirit and a 
strong relationship with Christ? Then 
encourage them to apply for the 2020-
2021 Presbytery’s Youth Connection 
Council (PYCC).
 Our presbytery’s Youth Council 
is a wonderful opportunity for young 
people to share their gifts and explore 
their leadership abilities. Youth on the 
council work alongside adult members 
to design and lead fellowship, mission, 
and worship experiences for the young 
people of our presbytery. Through these 
events, this council seeks to deepen 
faith and relationships with God as well 
as building relationships between youth 
and adults in our presbytery.  
 We need you to identify young 
people and adults in your congregation 

2019-2020 PYCC

who have gifts for ministry and 
leadership potential and who will be 
willing to make the 
commitment to be 
a member of the 
2020-2021 PYCC. 
Information and 
applications will be 
mailed to all churches 
and can be found online at www.
pbyofnewcovenant.org.  Potential youth 
and adults should complete applications 
and submit them to their home church 
for review and endorsement. Churches 
can submit up to four youth (in 10th 
– 12th grades) and three adults (over 
the age of 23) to serve on the council to 
represent your congregation. 
 Don’t wait! The deadline is June 
28, 2020. Thank you for empowering 
the youth of our presbytery to serve as 
leaders of Christ’s Church!   

 As this Connections is being 
distributed, we are wrapping up 
Conclaves! This year, we had about 215 
youth participants 
from 23 different 
churches in 
attendance. We 
made over 50 care 
packages for young patients at Texas 
Children’s Hospital. We spent time in 
prayer and scripture, listening to how 
God calls us to overcome the obstacles 
we encounter. We laughed, we cried, 
we sang, we danced, we energized, 
we listened, we talked, and we spent 
time with the One who knows, loves, 
and claims us. Thank you for your 
continued support of this ministry that 
is so meaningful for our youth within 
the presbytery!

 Are you being confirmed this year 
or are you the parent or sponsor of a 
confirmand? This event is for you. If 
you are in the beginning, middle or 
end of the confirmation process. Join 
us on Saturday, March 28, 2020 from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at St. Philip 
Presbyterian Church, 4807 San Felipe, 
Houston. Come early for a continental 
breakfast and energizers. Cost is $20 
per person which includes continental 
breakfast and lunch. 
 Contact Kristi Blankman at 
kblankman@pbyofnewcovenant.org for 
questions or for more information.

Conclaves Update

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org


Spring
    Forward

March 6
 Conclaves II
 Cho-Yeh Camp and Conference 
 Center, Livingston

March 8
 Daylight Savings Time
 Set clocks AHEAD one hour

March 14
 Youth Empowerment Saturday
 Memorial Lutheran and First
 Presbyterian Church, Texas City

March 21
 Presbytery Meeting
 First Presbyterian Church,
 Lufkin

March 28
 Youth Confirmation Rally 
 St. Philip Presbyerian Church,
 Houston 

April 10
 Good Friday
 Presbytery Offices Closed

April 12
 Happy Easter 

April 14
 Connections Deadline

April 16
 PCHAS Annual Luncheon
 Junior League, Houston

April 22
 Earth Day

April 30
 Fresh Elastic for Stretched-Out
 Educators
 St. Philip Presbyterian Church, 
 Houston
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On the calendar

You are invited to Y.E.S.
Youth Empowerment Saturday

 You are invited to join Memorial Lutheran and First Presbyterian Church, 
Texas City for Youth Empowerment Saturday, for 4th to 8th graders on 
Saturday, March 14, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 2021 29th Street 
North, Texas City. Sponsored by Lutherhill Ministries and Team Trivia 
Challenge. There will be songs, games, crafts, skits, worship and lunch. T-shirt 
provided if you register by March 7. This event is free to all participants but 
you must register at presby1sttc@sbcglobal.net or 409-945-2931.

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
Annual Luncheon

“Building Better Futures”

 You are invited to the PCHAS Luncheon on Thursday, April 16, 2020 
at the Junior League of Houston, 1811 Briar Oaks Lane, Houston. There is 
no cost to attend the luncheon. RSVP by contacting Lisa Johnson, Senior 
Development Officer at 252-207-3567 or lisa.johnson@pchas.org. Registration 
begins at 11:30 a.m. and Lunch from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
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Fresh Elastic for Stretched-Out Educators

 Mark you calendar and join us for the next Fresh Elastic for Stretched-
Out Educators event. Thursday, April 30, 2020 from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
at St. Philip Presbyterian Church, 4807 San Felipe, Houston. The focus is 
mental health and the church. The topic will be engaging and the professional 
fellowship will be invaluable. We will feed you, body and soul! 
 If you are a volunteer, paid staff person, teaching elder or just curious about 
Christian Education, you are invited.
 It will be our pleasure to serve you lunch, complete with a beverage and 
dessert! Your RSVP will assist our planning. Please send replies to anne.aiko.
wilson@gmail.com by Monday morning, April 27.
 This session will be facilitated by folks with a seasoned heart for education. 
Please feel free to contact any one of them if you have questions.

Connie Nyquist (lnyquist@sbcglobal.net)
   Kim Shrull (kshrull@earthlink.net)
      Anne Wilson (anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com

new Covenant CLeRGYwoMen

Come Celebrate

 Presbytery of New Covenant 
Clergywomen are invited to celebrate 
Spring with lunch at Pat Clark’s house 
on Thursday, April 2, 2020 at 12 
noon. RSVP to Pat Clark, prclark10@
gmail.com or text: 832-656-0119.  
  Luncheon catered by Chuck 
Johnson for $10 per person.

Upcoming Conferences

 Mo-Ranch is a retreat center 
nestled in the Texas Hill Country along 
the Guadalupe River near Hunt, Texas. 
Here are some opportunities to get 
away in the Spring:

Photography in the Texas Hill Country
March 25 - 29, 2020
 Spend five glorious, photography-
filled days in the Texas Hill Country 
capturing some of wonders of all that 
the world around us has to offer. Learn 
more about the art of photography 

and increase your skill level. Space 
is limited. Register today at www.
moranch.org/attend

Junior High Jubilee I
June 28 - July 2, 2020
and Junior High Jubilee II
July 5-9, 2020
Theme: “re: Vision - Open eyes, faithful 
lives”
 For youth who have completed 
6th through 8th grade come together 
to be inspired to grow their faith 

by learning and living the words and 
deeds of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Keynote 
and worship sessions, energizers, small 
groups, home groups and vespers make 
this time in the Hill Country a enjoyable 
time spent together. Register now, space 
is limited. 

A.R.T. @ Mo
July 12-17, 2020
An art conference for all ages 
 Spend a relaxing and inspiring time 
with fellow artists while experiencing 
fellowship, worship, relaxation 
and renewal during this week long 
conference. Mornings are spent in class 
and afternoons are open for working on 
projects, learning new skills or enjoying 
Mo-Ranch. This is a family-friendly art 
conference with entertainment for all 
ages, and childcare is available during 
morning courses.

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org
mailto:anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:lnyquist@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kshrull@earthlink.net
mailto:anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com
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PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH CONNECTION COUNCIL

Mission Trip
youTh

June 7-13, 2020

Presbytery of New CoveNaNt

we are going out of state to Memphis, tennessee!
we will be working  with youth Mission Co., 
learning about the struggles of those living on the 
margins in the blues City. 

The cost of the trip is $500 per participant. There is space for 
50 people. Junior high and high school youth are welcome to 
attend. Adult chaperones (ages 23+) also needed.

The deadline to register and a $100 deposit is due
Friday, March 6, 2020.
Remaining balance is due Friday, May 1, 2020.

ConTaCT
For more information, contact Rev. Kristi Blankman  at 
kblankman@pbyofnewcovenant.org or 713-819-2841.

We will make a stop to visit

Hot Springs National Park
on the return trip to Houston. 

Learn more about Hot Springs by visiting the 
website, https://www.nps.gov/hosp/index.htm 

regisTraTion deadline is MarCh 6, 2020

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org

