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The Proposed Docket 
 

10:00 Worship  
 
Business Meeting follows Worship 

Opening Business          Moderator Melissa Nelson 

Quorum, Approve Docket, Omnibus Motion, Welcome 

Report from the Commissioners to the 224th General Assembly  

Nominating Committee        Rev. David Green 

Congregational Resourcing Team      RE Carol Davis 

Evangelism and Church Growth      Rev. Fred Seay 

 Vital Congregations Update     Rev. Rachel Young 

Outreach          RE Robert Beach 

General Council         RE George James 

Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee        RE Janet Rainey 

Finance          RE Ann Hardy 

Personnel          Rev. David Jones 

Committee on Preparation        Rev. Kristy Forbes Vits 

Update from the Board of Pensions     Rev. Kevin Keaton 

Committee on Ministry        Rev. Ted Foote 

 Committee on Examinations     Rev. Hector Rivera-Velez 
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Omnibus Motion 

1.  To approve the minutes of the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant on March 21, 2020. 

 

Table of Motions 

From the Committee on Ministry 
1.  The committee recommends and moves that Presbytery grant Rev. James C.M. Chang Honorably Retired 
status effective October 1, 2017. 
2.  The committee recommends and moves that Presbytery grant Rev.  Thomas “Tom” Wessman Honorably 
Retired Status effective August 15, 2020 
3.  The committee recommends and moves that the examination of Kallie Pitcock, candidate for ordination, be 
sustained.   
 
From the Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
The committee recommends the election of the following Teaching Elder, Ruling Elder and alternate to serve as 
2020 - 2021 PCUSA Ordination Exam Readers:  

TE Pam Morgan (Honorably Retired) 
TE Kristy Vits (Bellaire, Christ Church) 
RE Susan Wittjen (Baytown, Faith) 
RE Richard Black (Galveston, First) 
Alternate – RE Kate Burkart (Houston, St. Philip) 

 
From the General Council 
To approve the proposed revisions to the Bylaws of the Presbytery of New Covenant.  The first reading was 
approved at Stated Meeting of the Presbytery on March 21, 2020. 
 
From the Nominating Committee 
To approve the proposed slate of nominees to serve on the committees of the presbytery.  The slate is found in 
the packet.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR INFORMATION 

Happy 100th birthday to Rev. Bruce Williams 

on August 21! 

 



Preaching Today 

Rev. Brian Ellison has served as Executive Director of the Covenant 

Network of Presbyterians since 2012, preaching, teaching and 

providing overall strategic leadership in implementing the 

organization’s mission. He is also Stated Clerk of the Synod of Mid-

America and of Heartland Presbytery, and served as pastor of 

Parkville Presbyterian Church (near Kansas City, Missouri) for 13 

years. He currently serves the General Assembly as a member and 

clerk of its Permanent Judicial Commission. He previously was a 

director of the Board of Pensions, a member of the Committee on 

the Office of the General Assembly, and moderator of both the 

Committee on Mission Responsibility Through Investment and the 

Stated Clerk Review/Nomination Committee. His writing on matters 

of faith and theology have appeared in numerous church and independent publications. A graduate of 

Harvard University and Princeton Theological Seminary, Brian also is host/contributor at NPR affiliate 

KCUR-FM. He and his partner, Troy Lillebo, live in Kansas City. 

 

 

Today’s Offering – Pastor’s Special Needs Fund 
 

Pastors are subject to the same economic stress as 
everyone in today’s world, but the only pastor to whom 
they can turn when they are in need is the presbytery.   
In addition, pastors have a public role which could be 
compromised if such a request were not kept strictly 
confidential.   The presbytery recognized this 
vulnerability many years ago and established the 
Pastor’s Special Needs Fund, under the oversight of our 
General Presbyter (or Stated Clerk in the absence of a 
General Presbyter) and Director of Finance.  These funds 
are used exclusively to assist pastors with short-term or 
emergency financial needs.  Please consider giving 
generously to this fund to support our pastors. 
 
Your online contribution can be made here: 
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-

bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0n
Fx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYYQgidYztGbT9EdrKodrraXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-
6dx3oXnCsieUfVboVDTFG9w_s=&ver=3 
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Worship Liturgy 

Opening Prayer  

Lord God, you are a redeeming God. It is not your desire that any of your children should suffer. You hear their 

cries and you come from heaven to save. As we gather to remember your saving purposes for all who are 

oppressed, give us minds, hearts and wills to hear your word to us, and then to live it. We pray this in the name 

of Christ the Savior. Amen.  

Call to Worship  

Come, Lord God, to receive our worship. Come, Lord Jesus, to receive our praise. Come, Holy Spirit, to receive 
our thanks. Come, eternal three-in-one God, come where we are gathered to celebrate our unity as your body, 
the church.  

We share one faith and are of one soul and one mind, which belong solely and wholly to you.  
We are baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup.  

We confess one name above all other names; we are obedient to one Lord, who frees us from the 
tyranny and hatefulness of the world.  

We share one hope, one comfort, one goal.  
We are one people, united--despite any noticeable differences--by our faith in you, Lord Jesus.  

We are one people, united by your love and mercy to stand against any power that would try to tear us apart.  
We are one people, united in blessing and in suffering, united in joy and in sorrow, united in strength 
and in weakness. Receive our praise!  

 

Hymn, “We Are Marching in the Light of God”       Calabash Choir 

Call to Confession  

Although God has given the church the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ, we fall short of 

God’s call to be salt of the earth and light of the world:  

Prayer  

God, our fears and prejudices run deep. Sometimes we can only see our own point of view. We stick with 

those who are like us, rarely venturing outside our comfort zones. We do not hear those crying for justice and 

true peace. We blame those who are suffering and in need, instead of standing by them. We deny the power 

of your gospel to unite us with those who are different from us. Lord, give us eyes to see and ears to hear. 

Open us to new possibilities of life for all of your people, and use us to enact the new life given in Christ.  

Assurance of Forgiveness  

One: God’s life-giving Word and Spirit conquer the powers of sin and death. Thanks be to God for the Good 

News:  

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

Scripture Reading, Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

Sermon     “Hidden Treasures”     Rev. Brian Ellison 



The Communion 

The communion of saints, called from the entire human family, is united by God. 
 As the people of God, we love one another.  
We experience, practice, and pursue community with one another.  
We give ourselves willingly and joyfully to one another.  
We are a benefit and blessing to one another.  
We share one faith and have one calling.  
We are one body, and are of one soul and mind.  
We have one God and Father.  
We are filled with one Spirit.  
We are baptized with one baptism.  
We eat of one bread and drink of one cup.  
We confess one name and are obedient to one Lord.  
We work for one cause and share one hope.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Words of Institution followed by Prayer 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

We believe in God--the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
who gathers, protects and cares for the church.  

We believe the church is one worldwide communion of saints,  
called from the entire human family.  

We believe the church is the single community of believers,  
reconciled with God and with one another.  

We believe that through the working of God’s Spirit,  
unity is a binding force and also that we must seek this unity,  
which must become visible to the world.  

We believe that the sin of division, separation and hatred between people and groups 
has been conquered by Christ.  

We commit ourselves to protecting the unity of the church universal.  
We pledge to make this unity active in all of our words, thoughts and deeds.  
 

A Prayer for Reconciliation  

Across the barriers that divide race from race:  
Reconcile us, O Christ, by your cross.  

Across the barriers that divide rich from poor:  
Reconcile us, O Christ, by your cross.  

Across the barriers that divide people of different cultures:  
Reconcile us, O Christ, by your cross.  

Across the barriers that divide Christians:  
Reconcile us, O Christ, by your cross.  

Across the barriers that divide men and women, young and old:  
Reconcile us, O Christ, by your cross.  

Confront us, O Christ, with the hidden prejudices and fears  
that deny and betray our prayers.  



Enable us to see the causes of strife,  
remove from us all senses of superiority.  

Teach us to grow in unity with all God's children.  
To the honor of your name: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

A Prayer for Peace in the Church  

God of our lives,  
by the power of your Holy Spirit  
we have been drawn together by one baptism into one faith,  
serving one Lord and Savior.  
 
Do not let us tear away from one another  
through division or hard argument.  
May your peace embrace our differences,  
preserving us in unity,  
as one body of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Hymn, “Lift Every Voice and Sing”      Kevin Ross 
 

 

Credits 

Opening Prayer: Eunice T. McGarrahan, A Study of the Belhar Confession and its Accompanying Letter 

(Louisville: Office of Theology and Worship), p. 6. 

Call to Worship: Lisa Vander Wal 

Confession Litany: Barbara Hedges-Goettl 

Affirmation of Faith: Barbara Hedges-Goettl. From article 1 and the beginning of Article 2 of the Confession of 

Belhar 

A Prayer for Reconciliation: Lisa Vander Wal 

A Prayer for Peace in the Church: Book of Common Worship (Louisville: Westminster/ John Knox Press, 1993), p. 

809. Reprinted by permission 

 

THANK YOU to all who participated in this service! 

 

  



B.1 – Stated Clerk for Administrative Process 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR FORMOSAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

    Update Report for Stated Presbytery Meeting on July 18, 2020 
 
Since being appointed almost three-and-a-half years ago (at the presbytery meeting on March 
18, 2017) to assume original jurisdiction of the existing session at Formosan Presbyterian 
Church, the commission has worked with the congregation to uncover and understand the 
longstanding root causes of the systemic and destructive conflict that have been masked by 
more visible disagreements and concerns. The process has not been hurried, and the easy 
route (providing a quick-fix solution) has not been taken. Neither action would resolve the 
deeper issues, and both would do the congregation a major disservice by depriving members 
of opportunities to be self-reflective and initiate thoughtful transformative change. 
 
The commission has continued to monitor worship attendance patterns, membership records, 
and assist the clerk of session and treasurer, as needed, in carrying out necessary 
administrative duties for the congregation.  
 
Members of the dissenting group have continued to worship elsewhere (meeting at a Baptist 
church). A few had returned to attend the funeral service of a long-time member of Formosan 
PC who had passed away in November 2019. 
 
Since the commission’s last report (November 2019), the congregation’s newly-elected 
Nominating Committee has worked faithfully and diligently to find actively-involved members 
willing to serve with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love on a new Session and Board of 
Deacons. Last month slates of names for both ordered ministries were given to the 
commission.  
 
Mindful of everyone’s health and protection during the ongoing COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic, and the necessary practicalities of this time, the commission is planning to conduct 
an online called congregational meeting, in late July/ early August, to elect the new elders and 
deacons. For similar reasons, the mandated training and examinations will be conducted with 
a likely mixture of written and electronic communications, and online meetings (e.g. via Zoom).  

 
Your continued prayers of encouragement and hope for the congregation, pastor, and 
administrative commission are appreciated greatly. Along with many other congregations that 
switched to online services (and may have reopened with greatly reduced attendance), 
Formosan is experiencing reduced giving and strained finances, and we ask for special 
prayers regarding these aspects of their witness and ministry. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
 
The Rev. Dr. Nora Fitch, St. Thomas PC, Houston (Moderator) 
Limin Hsu, RE, Grace Taiwan PC, Houston 
The Rev. Mark Plunkett, TE, Heritage PC, Houston 
Janet Rainey, RE, New Hope PC, Katy 
The Rev. Tomás Spath, HR (Co-moderator) 
 
 



D - Committee on Ministry 

July 18, 2020 
 

 

I.   RECOMMENDATIONS TO PRESBYTERY 

1.  The committee recommends and moves that the examination of KALLIE PITCOCK  

Candidate for Ordination be sustained. 

 

II. ACTIONS TAKEN ON BEHALF OF PRESBYTERY 

1.  Candidate for Ordination Kallie Pitcock under the care of National Capital Presbytery; called to 

serve as Associate Pastor, Validated Ministry, Pastoral Residency at St. Philip Presbyterian, Houston;  
sustained the examination of the Committee on Examination on 7/11/20; COM sustained the 

examination on 7/11/20.   COM approve on 3/31/20: “that presbytery designate the position of Post-

Graduate Pastoral Residency to be a validated ministry so that an Austin Theological Seminary resident 

can be ordained to the position”.  St. Philip will partner with Austin Seminary in a newly created 

Pastoral Residency Program in 2020.   Austin Seminary will pay compensation and St. Philip will pay 

Board of Pension Dues. 
 

Formal Education: 2020     Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Austin, TX, MDiv 

                               2011     Mississippi State University, School Psychology, Educational Specialist  

                               2009     Mississippi State University, School Psychometry, Master of Science    

                               2007     University of Mississippi, Special Education, BA  

 
 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

God reveals God’s self to us, to me, in concrete particular moments and ways. To speak of God, 

as one who was created, is to reflect upon the creator. Imperfectly and with limited view. Yet as one in 

relationship with God we are compelled to speak of this love and faithfulness that are greater than our 

imaginings and beyond our language.  

It is in the Holy Scripture we hear the stories of God’s revelation across time and place. Through 

particular people who heard and saw the one God revealed, their creator, sustainer, and covenant maker. 

We hold these texts as set apart.  Sacred.  When filled with the power of the Spirit they act as a lens to 

see and hear God’s message today. Memory is a prelude to the current presence of the Word.  

Ultimately, we know God most fully in the inbreaking of God in Christ.  God who through the 

power of the Spirit nestled Godself in the space of a young un-wed woman’s womb. Who was born, 

cried, lived with and among people. In Jesus we see God fully revealed and present.  Teaching, 

preaching, healing, exorcising, re-claiming what was deemed outside the bounds of God’s relationship. 

God revealed in Christ brings to the center God’s character of mercy and justice. One who went to the 

depths of hell to find us. In death on the cross we see God who knows our suffering – who aligns 

Godself with the criminal, the oppressed, the despised. In the risen Christ we see and hear God who 

defeats even death.  

Jesus Christ is the revelation of who God is – in Godself – as three-in-one … one-in-three: 

relationship, abundance, mutuality. Love that does not claim by force or coercion. God meets us, claims 

us, and redeems us through relationship. God draws us into the dance of creation, righteousness, and 

reconciliation.  Encompassing us in the force of action, intimacy, and peace. It is at once the distinction 

of the three that meet us: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and the oneness of God that undoes our 

inclination toward polarity and duality. God reveals dynamic movement marked by indwelling 



communion. In the person and the work of the Spirit all power to create, heal, and reconcile is known. 

As descended on Christ in baptism. She is wisdom and breath.  

Into bodies made of dust God blew breath, bringing life – creating us good, very good in the 

image of God. In the work of God, from nothingness – all is woven together, darkness and light, earth 

and water, vegetation and creature – beauty in contrast and abundance. God’s care and nurture of 

creation reveals to us the preciousness of all we see and know. All was created to glorify the creator. All 

was created good, very good.  

In the beginning we turned away from God – desiring to be in power over ourselves and all 

creation – to have all knowledge. This is sin. We turn from God, numbing ourselves with the conviction 

that we know best.  We harden our hearts to tender mercy. Love is indigestible. In the revelation of 

Christ, we are broken away from our blind spots, turned around from our self-sufficiency, compelled 

toward wholeness - into the arms of God. Through God’s grace we are known before we are born, loved 

before we prove ourselves worthy, claimed as redeemed while we are sinners.  

Our sacraments are a true embodied encounter with God, the signs of baptism and eucharist are 

visible signs of God’s invisible grace and claim. We are washed and named as children of God. Beloved. 

In eucharist our needs are met – all are fed – there is room enough at the table. Christ gave us the 

Church – the holy community of saints and sinners that through the power of the Spirit we read the holy 

story, participate in the sacraments, pray for the broken and the powerful, bless one another in God’s 

name, go into the world tending to one another’s needs.   

We the children of God are claimed and called by our creator to live our lives surrendering to 

God’s love. God’s love and mercy release us from the bondage of self-sufficiency and self-

righteousness. In gratitude and out of relationship we care for creation and one another.  

 Hope is grounded in the promise of God to be with us and for us, redeeming and blessing. We 

trust God revealed in Christ as one who has come to set up a tent among us, died our death, and rose to 

reign in flesh with God. Sending an advocate, the Spirit. The wily ever present and never corralled 

breath of God moving across all history, in time particular, and beyond time.  We claim faith trusting 

this good news – that we are beloved, seen and known fully, wrapped up in God’s vision and plan, and 

promised wholeness and peace. God is able.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



F.1 - Congregational Resourcing Team 

Presbyterian Women August Bible Study Overviews - UPDATE 

Since only one of our five host churches for the PW Bible Study Overviews have opened, we WILL NOT be 
having “in person” overviews this year.  Instead, we will be offering several resources to replace these overviews. 

1. The author of the Bible Study, Into the Light: Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament, did a wonderful 
webinar explaining this year’s topic and sharing an overview of the study.  A link to that webinar as well 
as all of the resources the author discusses in the webinar will be posted on the “Presbyterian Women” 
webpage on our Presbytery’s website. 

2. The author is providing individual videos for each lesson, too, which will also be available via link from the 
“Presbyterian Women” webpage on our Presbytery’s website. 

3. In addition, we will be offering two Q&A and Brainstorming Zoom Meetings.  One will be August 15 from 
10am to 12 noon.  The second will be August 22 from 1 to 3pm.  Anyone wishing to participate must 
register by emailing Carol Davis at caroldavis@entouch.net at least two days before each of the Zoom 
meetings.  You may submit any questions or ideas you would like to have discussed at the same time as 
registering for the Zoom Meeting. 

All of this information will be sent to Cluster Coordinators to distribute to individual church PW contacts. 

 
 
 
 

Interested in Earth Care? 
 

Solar Power Comes to Presbytery of New Covenant 
This system on the Education Building at St. Philip came online on July 
8 and will generate enough power courtesy of the sun to provide 25% 
of the consumption for this building and the sanctuary. The system is 
owned by Covenant Solar Power LLC, which was founded by two 
members of St. Philip, John and Judye Hartman. This company exists 

to help churches address God’s mandate to be responsible stewards of the planet God gifted to us by 
providing affordable solar energy. Covenant Solar wants to work with other churches in PNC to 
facilitate solar installations. To learn more about the St. Philip system go to 
http://www.saintphilip.net/Newsletters.html and see the article in the July 7 edition of Philip’s Eye. To 
discuss possible application in your church contact John Hartman at jshartman01@gmasil.com or 832-
563-8024. 
  

mailto:caroldavis@entouch.net
http://www.saintphilip.net/Newsletters.html
mailto:jshartman01@gmasil.com


 
 
 



The Synod of the Sun’s new Network for Dismantling Racism is sponsoring this series.   

It is open to anyone who would like to participate.   

Please contact Lynn Hargrove at lhargrove@pbyofnewcovenant.org if you are interested.   

Registration will be available soon. 

mailto:lhargrove@pbyofnewcovenant.org




 

 



Presbytery Publications 

Tuesday Connect 

Do you receive Tuesday Connect, our weekly email newsletter?  Contact Patricia 

Brantley to subscribe: pbrantley@pbyofnewcovenant.org 

Submissions can be sent to Lynn Hargrove at  
lhargrove@pbyofnewcovenant.org 

 

 
Connections 

       
Connections is the presbytery's bimonthly newsletter. In order to be better stewards of 
our environment and to save costs, Connections is sent via email, and posted to the 
presbytery’s website. If you prefer to receive it in print or to update your email address, 
please contact Patricia Brantley, Circulation Manager, 
at pbrantley@pbyofnewcovenant.org or 713-526-2585, ext. 101. 
 

 

 

Our publications staff is Lynn Hargrove, Editor, Carrie Walker, Coordinator for 

Conference and Graphics, Patricia Brantley, Circulation Manager, and reporters from all 

over the presbytery and beyond! 
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