
Presbytery of New Covenant 
Stated Meeting 

July 20, 2019 
 

The meeting was held at Brenham Presbyterian Church in Brenham, Texas.  The morning began with 

hour long conversations around four topics:  College Students and Mental Health, GA 224 and Fossil 

Fuels (MRTI), Community Garden Ministry, and Vital Congregations. 

Moderator Helen DeLeon called the meeting to order 10:15 am.  Our worship service constituted our 

opening prayer.  Rev. Amy Klinkovsky (UCM-Aggieland) was the preacher, and the Rev. Lynn Hargrove 

and the Rev. Dr. Brent Hampton assisted in worship.  We celebrated the sacrament of communion.  The 

offering of $2,404.00 was given to support the work of United Campus Ministry in Houston and 

Aggieland. 

A quorum was declared by Stated Clerk, Lynn Hargrove.  The proposed docket was approved.  The 

omnibus motion was approved.  Brent Hampton offered words of welcome from the host church. 

Appointments: 

Parliamentarian:  RE Jim Allison (Houston, Pines) 

Tellers:  RE Pat Koester (Webster), Rev. Joe Mac Donald (Livingston, First), RE Bill Hargrove (Houston, St. 

Andrews), Rev. David Green (Conroe, First) 

Nomination to the Nominating Committee:  Rev. Ryan Kim (Katy, Lake NWC) 

 

Moderator Helen DeLeon (Webster) offered her remarks detailing her activities over the first six months 

of the year, presiding at ordination or installation services, visiting with churches, and sharing the 

message of encouragement, appreciation and unity to our congregations.   

Celebration of Ministry:  RE Jim Allison (Houston, Pines) offered a message on behalf of Rob Fohr (who 

was delayed by the storms in Atlanta) regarding the work of the Committee for Mission Responsibility 

Through Investment, including corporate engagement, the use of metrics to measure the companies in 

which we invest, the progress working with fossil fuel companies.   

Celebration of Ministry:  Rev. Dr. Paul Hooker (Validated-APTS) offered an update for the Doctor of 

Ministry program at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, along with an invitation to consider 

enrolling.   

Shouts-Out were offered:  Rev. Dr. Brent Hampton told of the Galilee Garden at Brenham Presbyterian 

Church has given half a ton of fresh vegetables through their community food bank; Rev. Rose Niles 

(Validated-APTS) offered that Rev. Pat Clark (HR) has written a book called “Feeling the Shift” about her 

cancer journey; Rev. Nora Fitch (Houston, St. Thomas) shared a story of the miracle of their digital sign 

on Palm Sunday.   



Celebration of Ministry:  RE Jim Keith (Pasadena, First) highlighted the work of the two Presbyterian 

chaplains at the Port of Houston.  Jim also offered the blessing for the lunch. 

 

We reconvened at 1:15 pm with a moment of silence and a prayer for those minister members who 

have died since the March meeting.  We followed this by singing “O God, You Give Us Neighbors.”  

Celebration of Ministry – Matthew 25: In the absence of Bill McConnell (PMA Mission Engagement), 

Lynn Hargrove offered an explanation of becoming a Matthew 25 congregation which highlights three 

efforts – confronting racism, eradicating poverty, or becoming a vital congregation.  Informational 

materials are available for each congregation in the presbytery.  Representatives of the 4 for 4 

congregations were asked to stand and be thanked for their support of the denominational offerings. 

Report of the Stated Clerk: Lynn Hargrove asked the commissioners to thank the Administrative 

Commission working with the Formosan congregation.  The rest of the report is in the packet and 

addendum. 

Celebration of Ministry – Vital Congregations:  Revs. Shawn Kang (At Large) and Mike Umbenhaur 

(Orange, First) invited commissioners to consider becoming involved in this initiative in the presbytery.  

There are grant funds available from the presbytery to attend the October conference.   

Committee on Ministry:  RE Chuck Johnson (Houston, St. Philip) offered the report which included a 

motion to grant honorably retired status to Rev. Emmett Powers (Beaumont, St. Andrew’s) effective 

August 1, 2019, which was approved by voice vote.  A service of retirement was offered for Rev. Dr. Jim 

Currie and for JoAnn Currie for their ministry, most recently at Pasadena, First. 

Update from the Board of Pensions: Rev. Kevin Keaton (Validated-BOP) reported that dates have been 

set for Benefits Gatherings around the presbytery.  The Employer Decision making season is open, and 

Open Enrollment for employees will open in October.  There is no increase for the 2020 dues.  Vacancy 

dues have been eliminated.  Post retirement service dues still exist.  Information will be sent soon.   

Committee on Preparation for Ministry: RE Bonnie Keith (Pasadena, First) offered the report, which 

included a motion to elect readers for the 2019 Ordination Exams.  The motion was approved.   

Report from the Synod of the Sun: RE Shelley Hernandez (Houston, Heritage) introduced Rev. Steven Hill 

(Huntsville, First) who serves as the other commissioner to the Synod.  She highlighted the information 

that was included in the meeting materials, as well as the November trip to McAllen for the Imagine 

Compassion event.  She explained the need for additional commissioners for the Synod.  The action will 

be considered under the General Council report.   

General Council:  RE Bob Patterson (Houston, St. Andrew’s) offered the report, which included the 

motion to approve the plan of the Synod of the Sun to add six at large commissioners to be elected from 

among the eleven presbyteries.  He also highlighted that the General Council expanded this year to add 

members to the council.  The sale of the 1110 Lovett property closes on Monday, July 22.  The move to 

4803 San Felipe will be completed by August 31.  There are a lot of items from the presbytery offices 

being offered for free. 



Finance: RE Ada Fuller offered the report, and highlighted that we are in a good place financially  

through the first six months of 2019.   

Ministries Division Steering Committee: RE Jane Larkin (Houston, St. Philip) called on RE Carol Davis 

(Houston, Spring Branch) from the Congregational Resourcing Team.  The presbytery has a new YouTube 

channel which contains the recordings of various educational events.  The Mental Health Task Force has 

cancelled the symposium scheduled for the fall.  The Presbyterian Women Bible Study overviews will be 

held in August.  The next Fresh Elastic will be held at St. Philip, and will be offered at two times.  PYCC 

had a recent mission trip, and is coming home from Triennium today.   

Outreach:  Rev. Lindsay Hatch (Houston, Heights) highlighted the grants that were awarded, and told of 

the streamlined process for application for 2020.  She reminded commissioners for the need for reports 

of the outcome of receiving a grant. 

Nominating: RE Gary Long (Houston, Northwoods) offered the slate of nominees that are found in both 

the packet and the addendum, and the name of RE Ron Everett (Beaumont, St. Andrews) to serve in the 

class of 2021 on the General Council.  There were no nominations from the floor.  The nominees were 

approved.   

Rev. Ryan Kim (Katy, Lake NWC) was nominated to serve in the class of 2021 for the Nominating 

Committee, and was approved.   

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 2:25 pm.  The reported attendance was 149. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn R. Hargrove 

General Presbyter + Stated Clerk for Administrative Process 

 

 

 


