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POSTLUDE 

Presbyterian Youth Connection Council (PYCC) Shared 

“Bent, But Not Broken” Theme in Worship  

Moderator Bob Patterson  (left) leads 

the service of commissioning for those 

who will serve at the 223rd General As-

sembly in June.  From left to right:  Rev. 

Jack Barden (Austin Seminary), RE 

George James (Webster), RE Susan 

McPhail Wittjen (Galveston, First), RE 

Larry Wheeler, (Houston, Clear Lake) 

and Young Adult Advisory Delegate Lexi 

Hunt. (Alvin, First)  Rev. Debbie Cenko 

(Wharton, First) and Rev. Mike Umben-

haur (Orange, First) were unable to 

attend and were commissioned in ab-

sentia.  The GA will meet from June 16th 

to 23rd in St. Louis. 

Commissioners to the 223rd General Assembly 

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not  

in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down,  

but not destroyed.    — 2 Corinthians 4:9-9 

PYCC Co-Mod Daniel Sims shared his 

story of being “bent, but not broken.” 

Rev. Dr. David Green and Rev. Kristi 

Blankman presided at communion. 
PYCC leaders shared a charge and bene-

diction to end the service. 
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Welcome, New 

Minister Members! 

 

 

Rev. Andy 

Gans serves as 

Pastor at Pines 

Presbyterian 

Church, in 

Houston. 

 

 

 

Rev. Cheryl 

Gans is a hos-

pital chaplain, 

and moved 

here from 

Florida to join 

her husband, 

Andy. 

 

 

Rev. Judye 

Pistole,   

Honorably 

Retired, 

comes to us 

from       

Cimarron 

Presbytery in 

Oklahoma. 

Rev. Elijah Mwandila is studying at Austin Presby-

terian Theological Seminary as the first recipient 

of the New Covenant International Student Fel-

lowship.  He is a member of the Reformed Church 

in Zambia where he has served as the Moderator 

of the Presbytery for two terms.   

“Coming to Austin Seminary was all by the grace … 

I was really excited about the opportunity, having 

known Austin Seminary as one of the best theolog-

ical seminaries in the USA.” 

Welcome to the First New Covenant        
International Student Fellow! 

Small Groups Grapple with New Realities 

for the Presbytery 

Presbytery is both a community and an 

organizational entity.  The Book of Order 

tells us that Christ gives the Church all 

that is necessary for its mission in the 

world.  Recognizing that there is a gap 

between “necessary” and “desired”, 

commissioners divided into small groups 

to consider the following questions: 

1. What else must we do as a commu-

nity and as an organizational entity 

to be ready to make and implement 

these difficult decisions faithfully 

and responsibly? 

2. What do we—the community—want 

Presbytery—the organizational enti-

ty—to be doing for us? Why is the 

Presbytery to appropriate entity or 

community to do these? 

3. What do we—both the community 

and the organizational entity—want 

the Presbytery staff to be doing for 

us? 

4. Will these expressed desires fit with-

in the resources we are prepared to 

commit? 

Farewell into Honorable 

Retirement! 

Rev. John Wheeler-

Waddell served as a 

missionary in Kenya 

and Ethiopia before 

returning to Menlo 

Park, CA.  He is pas-

sionate about cross-

cultural ministry. 

Areas lifted as important included pas-

toral and congregational care, youth 

ministries, resources, and educational 

opportunities.  Many of these are the 

basis for building relationships be-

tween congregations, and with the 

organizational entity.  Particular tasks 

were assistance with pastoral searches, 

conflict resolution, and new church 

development. 

The use of technology and social media 

were lifted as concerns.  Many presby-

tery committees meet at times that are 

difficult for people to attend face to 

face.  How can we use technology 

effectively to communicate one to an-

other? 

With fewer congregational members 

and diminishing financial resources, 

commissioners talked about staffing 

and where their work might be located, 

as well as possibilities for the building 

at 1110 Lovett in the Montrose area. 

The General Council will be using the 

information gathered from these con-

versations as they consider how we 

move into our future faithfully.  



Page 3 

Synod of the Sun 

Next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant 

is Saturday, July 21  at Pines Presbyterian Church in Houston. 

Connecting  * Equipping  * Empowering 

Synod of the Sun     www.synodsun.org 

New Covenant Approved Overtures 

Regarding Fossil Fuels  

Commissioners approved three new overtures to the 223rd Gen-

eral Assembly regarding fossil fuels.  The first, offered by the 

session of the Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church, is in 

support of carbon pricing.  The second came from the session of 

First Presbyterian Church in Conroe addresses “Seeking Middle 

Ground on Fossil Fuels.”  The third endorsed by Pines Presbyteri-

an Church in Houston asks for a reduction in use of products 

made of polystyrene.   

We recognize our role in the debate over divestment from fossil 

fuel companies and the personal impact that this has on many of 

the congregational members here in Southeast Texas.   

To learn more, go to www.pc-biz.org.  

Finance Committee Proposes 2018 Budget 
2017 Operating Statement 

Total Revenues       $1,128,629 

Less One Time Payments          (414,022) 

Operating Revenues             714, 607 

Less Total Expenses before Depreciation      $756,834 

Plus other income net (unrealized gains/losses)          74,230 

Net funds surplus before depreciation          $32,003 

For more information, please see the meeting addendum (p. 
13-17) posted here:  http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org/
files/forms/meetings/2018_03_17_addendum.pdf 

Revenues  

Benevolence Receipts    $678,628 

Other income       $56,200 

Total Revenue       $734,828 

Expenses 

General Council (includes per capita) $118,636 

Administrative Division    $755,569 

Ministries Division     $56,550 

Total Revenues Minus Total Expenses $(20,741) 

Ministries Division Promotes Mental Health Care 

Stress levels are high six months post Harvey.  There are oppor-

tunities for communities to work with both the Hope and Heal-

ing Center and Interfaith Samaritan Counseling Center.  Pro-

grams are offered at no cost to your church. 

For more information: 

http://hopeandhealingcenter.org/ 

http://houstonsamaritan.org/ 

Grant Funds Available to Further Ministry 

The Presbytery of New Covenant offers four grants to 

our congregations and individuals.  They are the Vision 

Initiative Grant, the Lynn Johnson Social Justice Grant, 

the Peacemaking Grant, and the Outreach Projects 

Grant.  Application information can be found in the 

meeting addendum, or on the presbytery website: 

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=45:future-
story&catid=35:grant-information-and-
application&Itemid=174 
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Proposed Rule for Disciplinary   

Process Sparks Debate 

Personnel—Meet Beth Kauffman 

Beth Kauffman is our new 

Disaster Recovery Relief Coor-

dinator for the presbytery.  

She has been contacting the 

congregations of the presby-

tery to assess their needs for 

repair or for their capacity to 

assist in recovery.  This posi-

tion is generously funded 

through a grant from Presby-

terian Disaster Assistance. 

As outlined in the Rules of Discipline in the PCUSA Book of 

Order, a presbytery may provide by role for appointment of 

an investigating committee or a committee of counsel.  

These committees perform duties concerning either discipli-

nary or remedial cases.  Previously in our presbytery, there 

was no written rule for the appointment of these commit-

tees. 

The language proposed by the members of General Council 

outlined a process by which the Moderator of the presby-

tery, the Moderator-Elect of the presbytery, and the Modera-

tor of General Council would appoint these committees 

when they are needed, in consultation with the General Pres-

byter and Stated Clerk. 

After amending the motion, and several minutes of debate, 

the approved language would remove the Moderator Elect 

of the presbytery, to instead include the Chairperson of the 

Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee in the appointment of these 

committees. 

CODA 
In other actions of the presbytery: 

 Rev. Mirjam Haas Melchior was approved to transfer her 

membership from the United Church of Christ to the P.C.

(USA).  Mirjam serves as the pastor of St. Paul’s Presbyter-

ian Church in Needville.  This was approved by a more 

than 2/3 majority which is required by the Book of Order. 

 The Nominating Committee proposed a slate of names for 

people to serve in the committee structure of the presby-

tery.  These were all approved. 

 The morning offering of $2000 was given for the Youth 

Ministries of the Presbytery. 

Clergy Retreat 2018 

May 11-12 

Stay overnight at the Four Seasons Hotel in down-

town Houston.  See the Astros play the Rangers at 

Minutes Maid Park.   

 

For more information , please contact: 

Rev. Jonathan Britt: jonathanb@stthomaspc.org 

Rev. Nathan Carlin: nathan_carlin@yahoo.com 

Smiling Faces Greet Commissioners 

Sharon Darden has served the 

presbytery for 50 years!  She 

is the Coordinator for the 

Committee on Ministry and 

the Committee on Prepara-

tion for Ministry.  

Carrie Walker serves as the 

Coordinator for Conferences 

and Graphics, and has been 

on staff for 19 years. 

mailto:lhargrove@pbyofnewcovenant.org
mailto:pbrantley@pbyofnewcovenant.org

