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He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed 

in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, 

so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

          Matthew 13:31-32 

 

A Mustard Seed Becomes a Great Tree! 

 This past September, when I accepted the call as Director of Campus Ministries of UCM 

Aggieland, I had no idea what the next few months might bring. The ministry had been without a  

campus minister in a professional capacity for nearly 9 months, and two very devoted Texas A&M 

students remained as the core leaders of a campus ministry that had changed their lives—and they were 

determined to see it through. Just 4 and half months later, those days seem like a passing memory! In 

one semester’s time, UCM has grown to a core group of 10 committed students, whom I have watched 

learn, serve, laugh, love, and share richly with one another. Starting as a faith-filled mustard seed, our 

UCM fellowship has become a great tree with branches extended! It is a place where students can rest 

from the rigors of study at A&M, find genuine belonging and acceptance, and explore deeply the 

questions and implications of their relationship with Christ for their lives. We know that the genuine 

communion of our group is a special gift of the Holy Spirit, and we only expect to continue to grow and 

share the good work God is doing among us! 

 

New Growth & Life Together 

This place of new beginnings for UCM has become a blessed opportunity for growth and new 

life! Like good Texas Aggies, we value tradition, and so we have held on to one particular UCM staple: 

Thursday Night Aggie Suppers. Each Thursday from 7-9 pm, we gather to enjoy a home-cooked meal—

prepared and served with love!—by one of our faithful local sponsoring congregations: First 

Presbyterian Church and Faith United Church of Christ in Bryan, TX, and Covenant Presbyterian 

Church and Friends Congregational Church in College Station, TX. After supper, we study and discuss 

various biblical topics and theological issues that challenge us to live more Christ-centered lives. This 

fall, we delved deeply into the practices of Sabbath and Prayer—great spiritual challenges in the 

busyness of college life!  A new addition to our Thursday night gatherings is that once a month we 

worship and pray together and share the Lord’s Supper. This has proved to be one of the most powerful 

strongholds of our fellowship. We have also made an intentional effort to partner ecumenically with our 

friends in campus ministry: the Treehouse Lutherans and the Canterbury Episcopalians. Together, we 

participated in an interfaith dialogue panel, hosted theological film viewings, and gathered monthly for 

Theology on Tap nights at a local pub. Early this spring semester, we held a retreat on Celtic spirituality 

at a historic ranch home owned by members of First Presbyterian, Bryan. In addition to our 

commitments to worship and study—we have also learned the holy calling of silliness and fun! These 

photos give proper testimony to the creative zeal of our Halloween Party and our first annual hayride 

through Santa’s Wonderland. It must be said that even the light show at Santa’s Wonderland, which 

concludes not only with Christ’s Nativity but a resurrection scene with empty tomb, elicited much 

theological dialogue from this bright group of disciples! 

 

What’s Next for UCM? How Can You Be a Part of It? 

This spring, UCM continues our regular Thursday night gatherings of fellowship, study, and 

worship. We are tackling the Bible’s most controversial passages and more intentionally exploring 

Christianity’s interfaith relations. We are also very excited to participate in a UCM Aggie “Former 



Student” Reunion in March, where we will have the opportunity to meet UCM-ers of generations passed 

and to honor the retirement of Rev. Mike Miller—the highly esteemed and greatly loved Campus 

Minister of UCM in the 1980s. 

Looking farther down the road, one of UCM’s most important goals this year is to gradually 

expand our paid staffing from 15 hours/week to a more full-time ministry to the Texas A&M campus, in 

an effort to reach more students and continue our momentum of growth. Currently, UCM is the only 

PC(USA)-sponsored campus ministry serving the 50,000 (and growing!) student population at Texas 

A&M. We have dreams of holding multiple weekly programs—such as small-group bible studies, more 

regular collaboration with other campus groups, and opportunities for student-led mission and outreach 

in the Bryan/College Station community. We are dreaming big dreams because we believe God will 

indeed complete the good work God has begun in us!  

The ministry of UCM Aggieland serves students from churches in our presbytery, as well as 

throughout the state of Texas. As local Presbyterian and Congregational churches in the Bryan/College 

Station community continue to support UCM, we believe that our ministry to students from all corners 

of Texas and beyond truly makes UCM a ministry of the wider church. We invite you and your 

congregation to join our efforts to support students spiritually during one of the most influential and 

formational times of their lives. Please prayerfully consider God’s call upon the life of your 

congregation to financially contribute to the ministry of United Campus Ministries of Aggieland. Your 

gifts will help students to continue discerning God’s call upon their lives and remain active, vital 

participants in the body of Christ. Most importantly, if you have students from your congregation 

planning to attend Texas A&M, please send them our way and allow us to give them an official Aggie 

welcome! From the bottom of our hearts, we thank the Presbytery of New Covenant and its member 

churches for your investment in the ministry of UCM Aggieland, and we ask for your prayers and 

continued support as we journey into the future. 

     

Yours in Christ, 

    Katherine Doehring 

    Director of Campus Ministries, United Campus Ministries of Aggieland 

    revkatherinedoehring@gmail.com 
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