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Newsletter of the Presbytery of New Covenant
Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.

Applications for Presbytery grants
Congregations are encouraged
to submit applications for funds from
the Vision Initiative Grant and the
Lynn Johnson Social Justice Grant.
The Presbytery offers these grants for
the purpose of assisting congregations
to achieve dreams and visions focused
on engaging their community. More
information about these grants may

be found on the presbytery website,
www.pbyofnewcovenant.org. On
the homepage, click on Our Filing
Cabinet and then on the folder, Grant
Information and Application.
The deadline to submit
applications is April 30. Recipients of
these grants will be announced at the
July presbytery meeting.

Last year First PC, Brazoria,
was a recipient of a $1,100 grant
from the Lynn Johnson Social Justice
Fund. The church reports that they
had a very successful Feed My Lambs
program because of the grant. All
of the funds were used to purchase
food for the meals that they delivered
to children in low income areas of
their community during the summer
months. They delivered 9,461 meals
to children on five delivery routes
and had eight-seven volunteers from
nine area churches for a total of 1,265
volunteer hours. They included Bible
activity sheets in each lunch and
invitations to Vacation Bible Schools
for the various participating churches.
They were also able to help many of
these children with school supplies
and clothing.

“We greatly appreciate
the support of the Lynn Johnson
Social Justice Fund. Since 2009
our Feed My Lambs program has
provided meals three days per week
during the summer for children
who qualify for free or reduced
school lunches during the school
year. Although the school district
has recently started a summer
meal program, the children that
we serve do not have a way to get
to the location of that school meal
program. Our program has also
brought together many churches
and volunteers in our community
to work together to promote social
justice in Brazoria. Thanks again
for helping to make this program
possible!”

Watch for more stories about how these grants have enabled our
congregations to engage their community. Grant applications
should be submitted by April 30.
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Community News
Montreat in the Fall

New Presbyterian
Children’s Curriculum

Beginning this fall, children
of the church and those who love
them will have a brand new and
exciting way to explore and claim their
lives together in Christ. “Growing
in Grace and Gratitude”, is a new
children’s church school curriculum
for ages 3-10. Each lesson explores
Bible stories based on Scripture
which reveal God’s grace. The new
curriculum replaces the “We Believe”
children’s resources.
The curriculum is marked by
three core values.
1. Rooted in the foundations of the
Presbyterian identity.
2. Extends an invitation to
discipleship that inspires children
to practice hospitality, generosity,
and love.
3. Reaches beyond Sunday morning,
encouraging children to live their
lives as an expression of God’s
grace.
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Ministry News

Crosses on the Corner

The curriculum is designed
for children in preschool through
fifth grade. It is narrowly graded
for preschool, kindergarten–
second grade and third–fifth
grade. A multi-age version will
also be available. “Growing” will
be available in both English and
Spanish language versions Also, in
print and online versions.
Lessons succinctly and
powerfully convey our picture of
God, the gracious one who comes
to us in creation, in the law, in the
prophets, and ultimately in the
person of Jesus Christ. Our only
appropriate response is gratitude gratitude that compels us to share
the love of Christ in community
and to do justice and love mercy for
all God’s children.
Learn more about the
curriculum and download samples
at www.growinggracegratitude.org.
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In the Resource Center
Worldchanging 101

From the Cole Mine
Rev. Mike Cole, General Presbyter
Presbytery of New Covenant

State of the Presbytery
Delivered by Mike Cole, General Presbyter, at the March 21, 2015 meeting of New Covenant Presbytery
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Holding up glass half full
of water - How is the state of the
Presbytery of New Covenant like this
glass of water? When George Carlin
was shown a glass of water like this,
he said, “Some people see the glass as
half-empty. Others see it as half-full. I
see a glass that is bigger than it needs
to be.”
What I focus on is not the
glass but the water. The water is half
what it should be. I could be talking
about our membership, but I’m not.
I could be talking about our finances,
but I’m not. And I could be talking
about our lawsuits, but I’m not. What
I am talking about is our faith.
We are representing our faith
about half as well and half as much
as we ought to be. The message we
deliver by our actions is not perceived
by the world as particularly “good.”
We focus on what is wrong rather than
what is right. We snipe at one another
over ecclesiological minutiae. We
show more concern for our definition
of purity than for peace and unity.
We have allowed personal agendas to
get in the way of spreading the Good
News.
Society watches our behavior
and concludes that what we have is
“not-such-good” news. They hear
what we say and perceive it is “hohum,” irrelevant, nothing they can’t
hear at Rotary or Kiwanis, and
definitely not “news.” We’ve become
so inwardly focused, including on
our own disagreements, that we have
lost sight of both the “good” and

the “news” of the gospel. Society has
watched us very closely and what they
have seen is the two ends of the “bell
curve” of our denomination going at
each other to preserve the “purity” of
the church, while people in desperate
need of Good News languish in
poverty, cycles of abuse, addiction,
war, hopelessness, and despair.
But in Jesus Christ - who IS
our message - we have what a dry and
parched world needs, and we don’t
have to be pure to deliver it. We do
have to get outside ourselves and our
churches to deliver that life-giving
water. And we needn’t do it alone.
We need each other to deliver grace,
hope, and encouragement to a world
that doesn’t trust people who don’t
trust one another. The strength of
our Presbyterian system is that we
covenant to connect with dissimilar
people to do similar work for Jesus
Christ.
We live in a society that is
constantly dividing itself into smaller
and smaller like-minded groups. As
Presbyterians we have an opportunity
to demonstrate a counter-cultural
approach that doesn’t rely on division
but on multiplication. We can show
the world that the strength of our
bond in Jesus Christ is what keeps
us together, not how uniformly we
think. We can prove that the 98% on
which we agree is more important
than the 2% on which we disagree and
get about the mission and ministry of
Jesus Christ. Together we can show
that we care more about the world
than ourselves - just like Jesus did.
When Gradye Parsons, the
Stated Clerk of the PCUSA, met with
some of us for discussion of where
the church is going, he shared lots of
statistics. One that really caught my
attention is that 88% of those with no
religious affiliation (the “nones”) are
not even looking for one. That means
that they are not simply going to show
up in our churches because we have

a great program, sermon, or activity.
They are not going to show up where
we are. So, we have to show up where
they are.
Forty seven years ago, the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was shot
and killed in Memphis, Tennessee.
He was there to lend his support to
sanitation workers - most of them
African American - who were on
strike, protesting terrible working
conditions and low wages.
Taylor Rogers and Elmore
Nickelberry were among the 1,300
who walked off the job in 1968.
Rogers remembers picking up tubs of
garbage that were full of holes. “That
garbage would leak all over you,” he
says. By the time he got home, his
clothes were dirty and full of maggots
that had fallen on him. “And we
worked in the rain – snow and ice,
too. We had to. If we didn’t, we’d lose
our job. They said, ‘A garbage man
wasn’t nothing.’”
One day, two workers, who
had gone into a trash compactor to
escape the rain, were crushed to death.
“It was awful,” reports Rogers. “All
we wanted was some decency, some
dignity. We wanted to be treated as
men. We said ‘this is it!’ Thirteen
hundred sanitation workers, we all
decided that we wasn’t going to take it
no more.”
Rogers and his wife, Bessie,
were both at Mason Temple on April
3, 1968, when King delivered what
would prove to be his final speech.
“It was wall to wall with people,”
Taylor Rogers says. “Dr. King said,
‘Well, I don’t know what will happen
now. We’ve got some difficult days
ahead. But it really doesn’t matter
with me now, because I’ve been to the
mountaintop. ... I’ve looked over, and
I’ve seen the Promised Land. I may
not get there with you. But I want you
to know tonight, that we, as a people,
State of the Presbytery continues on page 3
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will get to the Promised Land.’” The
civil rights leader was assassinated the
following day.
“You know, it’s kind of like
you lost a part of your family,” Taylor
Rogers continues. “You just really
can’t describe it. He put everything
aside to come to Memphis to see
about the people on the bottom of the
ladder - the sanitation workers.”
That, my friends, is a model
of discipleship that few of us follow
adequately. It’s what Jesus promised
us when we truly follow him - not
prosperity and success but service
and sacrifice. The Good News, which
is both Good and News, is that in
Jesus Christ, God set everything aside
to come to the world to see about

people at the bottom of the ladder.
As fascinating as it is for us to have
theological discussions about the
ladder, where it came from, and which
rung we occupy, our role as disciples
of Jesus is to join him at the bottom of
the ladder.
My prayer is that next year
in my state of the presbytery address
I will report not on further divisions
but on multiplications of our “bottom
of the ladder” experiences where we
have slaked the thirst of a desperately
thirsty world. In other words, that
glass of faith - even though it’s not all
it should be – is enough to share. And
it sounds just like something Jesus
would expect.

God’s grace and power will surround us
In November 2014 a
proposed revision of the Gracious
Reconciliation and Dismissal
Procedures was originally presented
to the Presbytery of New Covenant
for first reading. Based on extensive
consultations thereafter, the writing
team with General Council’s approval
made a somewhat complex set of
changes to that document. Because
the extent of the changes, based on
these consultations, would have
been difficult to address by applying
multiple amendments at a presbytery
meeting, General Council, at the
March presbytery meeting, moved
to rescind the motion that presented
the first reading in November and
reintroduced a revised GRDP for first
reading at the March 2015 meeting.
The second reading of the document
is planned for the July 18, 2015
presbytery meeting.
The initial intent of the
process was to foster reconciliation
first, with dismissal being an
undesired, second-best outcome.
This intent has not been achieved.
Further, two cases decided by the
General Assembly Permanent Judicial
Commission (GAPJC) require us
to make corrections in the process
in order to be in compliance with

ecclesiastical law as it now stands.
Additionally, the Texas Supreme
Court in two cases involving the
Episcopal Church has reinterpreted
previous appellate rulings on matters
of property in ecclesiastical cases so
that it is no longer clear to what extent
the “Trust Clause” in the Book of
Order will be enforced by state courts
in Texas. The law in this state is still
in flux. There is litigation in several
venues still pending.
The GRDP document is
available on the presbytery website in
two forms. One is a marked-up version
showing changes from the current
policy and a more readable form of
the final proposed document. They
are located on the presbytery website,
www.pbyofnewcovenant.org. Click on
Our Filing Cabinet on the homepage
and choose the folder “Gracious
Reconciliation and Dismissal
Procedure.”
It is the prayer of the writing
team and General Council that every
invocation of this procedure will lead
to the path of reconciliation, but we
are convinced that if we truly work
together to discern God’s will, God’s
grace and power will surround and
uplift us in whatever path we take.

Clerk’s Corner

Rev. Lynn Hargrove, Stated Clerk
Presbytery of New Covenant

Metrics: a system or standard of
measurement
The Annual Statistical Report is the tool used by our denomination to
measure our membership numbers, worship and Sunday School attendance, and
contributions. This information is available for any church in the denomination
by way of the website: www.pcusa.org. Within the website is the capability to
see any congregation’s numbers over the past ten years. It can be a measure of the
health of a congregation, but the measurement is only as good as the information
provided.
In our presbytery, we have varying results in collecting the statistics.
There were 83 congregations that completed the report and 14 that did not. In
looking strictly at the numbers, we gained 966 new members and lost 3,843. Yet,
just looking at the numbers doesn’t tell the whole story. We don’t hear the pain
of dismissing congregations to other reformed denominations, or that of the 310
families who experienced the death of a loved one. We don’t hear the celebration
of 220 children being baptized and 46 adults!
We don’t hear the story of a congregation like First PC, Vidor, who has
more than 100% worship attendance every week, and that their one-day-a-week
soup kitchen has expanded with other congregations seeing the need to feed
people in the community. This little congregation has eleven members with
several “friends of the congregation” who also attend and serve. Let’s celebrate
that!
I love to hear stories of congregations with very little conflict, like First
PC, Silsbee. They are reaching out to their community by sharing cookies and an
invitation to church. The 27 folks at St. James PC, LaPorte, raised almost $1000
for three organizations: Helping Hands in Deer Park through the Super Bowl
of Caring, Crop Walk for Hunger, and Child Advocates. They began collecting
paper goods and cleaning products for a senior living center in their community.
Let’s celebrate that!
Clerks of Session are asked these questions for the bi-annual records
review:
• How is your congregation a community of faith, hope, love and witness?
(Book of Order G-3.0201)
• What are the things that happened this year of which you are most proud?
• Share something about a new ministry in your church.
• What are three challenges your church is facing? How do you believe they
will be handled or resolved?
• What else would you like to share about your church?
• How can the Presbytery of New Covenant further support your work?
Yes, we measure numbers, but they don’t tell us the whole story. Take an
opportunity to ask yourself the questions the clerks are asked. What would you
say about your congregation? Would it be a story of celebration, a story of Good
News? Those are the stories we need to hear and to share with one another. Invite
someone to join you on the journey. Together we can do great things! Together,
we are the Presbytery of New Covenant!

Called Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant

Tuesday, May 19 at Noon
John Knox Presbyterian Church
2525 Gessner (2 miles north of the Katy Freeway)
For the purpose of voting on the dismissal of Windwood Presbyterian
Church to the Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians
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Mary’s Musings

Mary Marcotte, Associate General Presbyter
Presbytery of New Covenant

In recent months I’ve been spending time sorting and clearing out
belongings from my parent’s long lives together. They were married for 68 years
before Dad died a year ago, and Mama followed him two days short of the
anniversary of his death.
My mother kept many treasures and worried that family members should
get her ‘things’ and enjoy them. Furniture, accessories, china, and crystal found
their way to new homes. The family has unearthed photos of long times past to
be cherished and scribbled grocery lists to be tossed in the trash. I’m currently
custodian of her dessert recipe box and am typing up directions for making those
well-remembered treats so that everyone in the family will have them.
Yet the treasures were not always obvious. Perhaps the most sentimental
of all was found nestled in a drawer amidst stretched out crew socks. It was a
tiny 2-inch by 3-inch envelope addressed in sweeping
penmanship and postmarked February 5, 1924. It
contained a lovely handwritten note to my then
eight-week-old dad from the Presbyterian pastor
who had baptized him that day. The letter reads as
follows:
Master Charles Hugh Kilgore
Erie, PA
I thought I would write this little letter to tell you how glad I was to
welcome you into this beautiful world.
It was nice of you to come so near the Christmas time and bring so much
joy with you. You will be very happy here in a Christian home. I like your
name because part of it is mine.
We hope you have come to stay a long time and like THE BOY of old,
‘increase in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and men.’
Very sincerely, Hugh Speer
What a lovely note, and finding it was a lovely gift as well. How
appropriate to find it as Mama was nearing the end of her life. She, like my Dad,
was about to complete her baptism. That phrase, completing one’s baptism, has
become a powerful image to me. It’s a reminder that in life and death, we belong
to God. Improving one’s baptism is a phrase used to speak of the continual
rededication of the believer to be shaped in the image of Christ. In death our
continued reaffirmation of the baptism promise of dying to the world and living
in Christ comes full circle.
I’m torn between at least three lessons by the discovery of that tiny note
card. The first is that treasure is sometimes found in the eye of the beholder. The
second is the ongoing power of being claimed as a child of God who loves us. The
third is a reminder to write more letters celebrating the small moments of life.
So what is the lesson for us to share with one another? Perhaps it’s that
our churches have some metaphorical stretched-out tube socks that need to be
discarded so we can find the practices of real value. Perhaps it is a reminder of the
importance of remembering our identity blessed at the Font and continuously
fed at the Table. Perhaps it is the importance of taking a moment to write a note
of remembrance, praise, or encouragement.
I’ll leave the answer (or answers) to you. In the meantime, I have a few
notes to write.
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Save the Date! Montreat in the fall
Make plans now to visit
Montreat Conference Center in
North Carolina October 5-8 with
other women from New Covenant
as they encounter God through
relationships, renewal, recreation,
and rest. Housing will be in the newly
renovated Assembly Inn.
Registration fee includes
lodging for three nights and seven
meals ($330 for single occupancy
and $210 for double occupancy). In
addition to meeting the Montreat staff
and touring the conference center and
surrounding area, we will have a book
discussion of Richard Rohr’s Falling
Upward.

Register before September 1.
For registration information, contact
Mary Ann Thomas, ma.thomas48@
yahoo.com or 281-277-3844. Other
members of the planning team
are: Sara Jean Jackson (sjj10223@
gmail.com), Cathy Steward (cathy@
cathysteward.com), Becky Weatherall
(rweatherall@sbcglobal.net) and
Anne Wilson (nosliwa@comcast.net).

2015-2016 Horizons Bible Study for
Presbyterian Women

The Rev. Judy Record
Fletcher, Synod of the Sun Executive
Emerita, is the author of Come to the
Waters, the Horizons Bible Study for
2015-2016. The nine lessons of the
study explore key references to water
in our Scriptures. The rich imagery of
water throughout the Bible helps us
understand and articulate our faith.
Just as water nourishes our bodies,

so the passages on water nourish
our souls. The study opens with the
chaotic waters of Creation and ends
with the River of
Life in the book
of Revelation. It
is straightforward
Bible study with
strong questions
and suggestions for
teaching the lessons.
This study for 2015-2016 is
available from the PC(USA) Church
Store in several editions—English,
Spanish, large-print, and audio.
http://store.pcusa.org/HZN15100

Save the Date for EQUIP!
On Saturday, August 8,
the presbytery will host a day of
workshops and training for youth
workers, church volunteers, and
parents at Memorial Drive PC,
Houston. Come worship, learn,
fellowship, and be equipped and
empowered to minister with young
people!

This event is free to attend.
Lunch tickets to purchase. More
details coming soon!

Making History Today

&

Rev. Dr. James S. Currie, Executive Secretary
Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest

‘We are created to share the hope that
only Jesus brings.’
RE Connie Nyquist, Clear Lake PC,
Houston
At the last presbytery
meeting, Rodger Nishioka, Associate
Professor of Christian at Columbia
Theological Seminary, engaged the
presbytery with energy and humor in
a conversation on the topic of church
growth and evangelism in the twentyfirst century. He encouraged those in
the church to
step outside
our comfort
zone and
greet the
newcomer
in our midst.
He discussed
eight trends
affecting the Rodger Nishioka
church today.
1. From tribal education to immigrant
education - The immigrants in this
statement are anyone who is not a
part of a particular congregation. In
our Presbyterian churches today, sixty
percent were not raised Presbyterian
and fifteen percent have no prior
church experience. We must not
assume but rather teach the language
of the church.
2. From mission out there to mission
right here - We are losing our youth.
Sixty-four percent of the youth
confirmed within our churches are
gone shortly thereafter.
3. From reasoned spirituality to
mystery-filled spirituality - Surely we
want reason, but we also need to be

about sharing the mystery, awe, and
wonder of God.
4. From credentialed leadership to
gifted leadership - People should be
invited into leadership because of the
gifts they have to share.
5. From long term planning to short
term planning - The question is how
will you respond to what is happening
around you right now, not what will
you do in the future?
6. From mass evangelism to oneon-one evangelism - Gone are the
big crusades of the past. Evangelism
begins with a relationship. We need
to learn to speak about Jesus in
relationship with another person.
7. From high tech to high touch Personal touch in our interaction with
others is key.
8. From discipleship to apostleship We have been about growing disciples,
but now we are called to move out
and engage the community with the
gospel.
We are called to be a part of
the Mission of God. “We can do this,”
said Rodger. “We are created for the
proclamation of the Gospel. We are
created to share the hope that only
Jesus brings.”
An audio recording of Rodger’s
presentation may be found on
the presbytery’s website. Click
on Presbytery Meetings on the
homepage; then click on Past
Meetings.

Next Connections deadline

The next Connections copy deadline is Wednesday, June 3,
for the July/August 2015 issue. Please send articles and photos to
Helen Wolf at hwolf pbyofnewcovenant.org.

Next Presbytery Meeting

“How We Got to Where We Are”
One of the most fascinating periods in American history as well as in the
history of the Presbyterian Church is from 1890 to 1930. In the 19th century
the country moved from a primarily agricultural economy to an industrial
economy which saw the growth of cities where the jobs were. In addition, there
was an explosion in human knowledge. The weapons used in World War I
reflected this growth in industry and science.
Such expansion in human knowledge had its impact on the
church. In the late19th century and early 20th century there grew a schism,
particularly visible in the Presbyterian Church, which came to be known as the
Fundamentalist-Modernist Controversy. The church was seriously divided in the
1920s. On the Fundamentalist side, represented by persons such as J. Gresham
Machen of Princeton Seminary and Clarence Macartney who served churches in
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh during the 1920s, was the claim that there were five
incontrovertible fundamentals of the faith: the inerrancy of Scripture, the virgin
birth of Christ, Christ’s vicarious atonement, Christ’s bodily resurrection, and
the miracles of Christ. Rejection of any of these meant that one was outside the
Christian church.
The Modernist side was represented by persons such as Henry Sloan
Coffin of Union Seminary in New York City and Harry Emerson Fosdick who
at one time was a Baptist serving on the staff of First Presbyterian Church in
New York City and later went on to establish the Riverside Church in NYC. The
Modernists maintained that there was more than one way to interpret Scripture
and more than one way to view the atonement, the virgin birth, the resurrection,
and Christ’s miracles. They did not oppose the Fundamentalists’ views, but
argued that those views were much too narrow and not the only possible
legitimate views.
This controversy, while focused primarily in the northeastern
United States, ended with the Modernist perspective prevailing. Many of the
fundamentalist Presbyterians left the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America. Machen established Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia as well
as what became the Orthodox Presbyterian denomination.
This controversy was not limited to the northeast. It had its effect
in Presbyterian circles throughout the South, including Texas. While Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary was founded in 1902 and represented the
center of the theological spectrum in the Presbyterian Church in the United
States, in 1925 Lewis Chafer, a fundamentalist and a dispensationalist led the
way in establishing Dallas Theological Seminary. Both schools continue to exist
today and both continue to be true to their theological roots, the one moderate
and “mainstream” and the other representing the fundamentalist position.
The history and the issues involved in this controversy are more complex
than described here. However, this thumbnail sketch may give us a small window
into which we might begin to understand some of the perspectives that are
prevalent today.
Given the situation in the church today, it seems that the
Fundamentalist-Modernist Controversy continues. Perhaps it only simmered
over the years without ever having come to a halt. No one knows what the future
holds for the church, but as we make history today, may we pray that the Spirit
keep our hearts and our minds fixed on him who is the Head of the Church,
Jesus Christ, as we seek to be his faithful people.

The next Stated Presbytery Meeting will be Saturday, July 18, at
Woodlands Community PC, The Woodlands.
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New Covenant vote on proposed
amendments to the Book of Order
By Rev. Dr. Brent Hampton, Teaching Elder, Brenham PC
At the March presbytery meeting, seven amendments to the Book of
Order were considered. Four came to the floor in the form of an Omnibus
Motion which passed with no discussion.
• 14B proposed changes to the language which would more easily
		 distinguish Ordination Exams from the examination of a candidate by the
		 presbytery of care.
• 14B.2 proposed language to present a more neutral presentation with
		 respect to candidates for ordination as Teaching Elders whom the
		 Presbytery of care believes are in need of alternatives to some of the
		 requirements listed in the Book of Order.
• 14C requires all councils to adopt and implement a child protection
		 policy, in addition to a sexual misconduct policy.
• 14D allows a Synod and the General Assembly to make exceptions to the
		 current minimum of ten Sessions and ten TEs to constitute a presbytery.
Other proposed motions were discussed a the March presbytery
meeting. Speakers alternated between those for and those against each
motion and each speaker was given the same amount of time to speak.
• Amendment 14A proposed that any Teaching Elder who renounced
		 jurisdiction while in the midst of a disciplinary proceeding be barred from
		 performing any work (paid or volunteer) in the PC(USA). This motion
		 was lifted from the Omnibus Motion and taken up separately. After
		 discussion, this motion failed.
• Amendment 14E clarified the language governing dialogue and
		 interaction with persons and entities of other religious traditions. This
		 motion passed.
• Amendment 14F proposed an amendment defining marriage, expressly
		 upholding marriage as traditionally between a man and a woman, but in
		 terms broad enough to include same sex unions in states where such
		 unions are legal under civil law. This amendment also gives express
		 freedom of Spirit-led conscience to each Teaching Elder with respect to
		 performance or non-performance of same sex marriages in states where
		 civil law allow such unions, and to individual sessions with respect to
		 whether or not such unions may take place on church property.
In both cases, nothing in the amendment itself may be used to
compel the conscience of a Teaching Elder or the conscience of a particular
Session to a specific interpretation of Scripture (Word of God written) on
this matter; rather, each are to be guided by their discernment as the Holy
Spirit leads them. After orderly and respectful discussion, this motion passed.
The Amendment to the Constitution on Marriage (14F) has
received a majority vote to approve by the presbyteries. The amendment will
go into effect on June 21, 2015, and will have a similar effect as the previously
adopted Authoritative Interpretations passed by last year’s GA. When this
amendment takes effect, the Authoritative Interpretation will become null
and void.
We are encouraged to continue to be in conversation about marriage
and family. Hopefully, the recent voting does not mark the end, but the
continuation of our desire to live in community; a partnership that requires
prayer, the study of Scripture, listening to and with one another, and a
dedication to partnership in the midst of our diversity of opinion.
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God is alive and well in Cuba

God was seen at work by a Northwoods-Houston delegation to Cuba, which also included
team members from Westminster-Galveston and First-Bryan. Annual trips are made to
further the partnership with First Presbyterian Reformed Church of Havana. The following
report was written by Pete Swanson, member of Northwoods PC.

When I heard about the
possibility of going to Cuba, I was
interested partly due to the fact that
Cuba has always been somewhat of
a mystery to me. I went on this trip
with the hope/goal of seeing God in
the midst of the lives of the people
and in the midst of a government that
does not acknowledge the existence
of God. What did I discover on our
trip to Cuba? God is alive and well in
Cuba.
Our group stayed at the
First Presbyterian Church of Havana
with whom our congregation has an
ongoing relationship. The church is
located in a part of Havana that is
called Centro Havana and is a part
of town with narrow streets, old
buildings, and much poverty. While
we were there, we were introduced
to and immersed into the life of the
congregation.
I was able to see God through
a powerful concert put on by the
youth of the church with smiles on
their faces. I was able to see God

through the Sunday morning worship
led by Paul Nazarian that focused on
loving our enemies. I was able to see
God through our visit to a churchsponsored youth baseball team
and even participate for a while in
their practice. I was able to see God
through a Tai Chi demonstration. I
was able to see God through a visit
with a church member at his home
and who was able to tell us about
some of his experiences with life in
Cuba. I was able to see God through
hearing about a counseling crisis line
that is available both to members and
non-members in the community.
I am so thankful for this
opportunity to have experienced life
in Cuba along with other members
of Northwoods and to become more
aware of the greater church around
us. My prayer is that we may all strive
toward continuing to support this
congregation and others around the
world through any ways possible. God
is alive!

Two continents bonded
Quillabamba is near…
nowhere. It takes some effort to
get there from anywhere. It is a safe
journey, yet always an adventure
to travel there. Would there be a
church that would travel this road as
a partner? Pastor Leopoldo Quispe,
of the La Convencion synod of Peru,
needed to build a school there to train
lay pastors and church leaders for the

rapidly growing church in the remote
jungle. First PC, Bryan, responded to
the call by sending a team to work on
this much needed seminary.
Read the article written by
members of First PC, Bryan, about
their mission trip to Peru. http:/www.
presbyterianmission.org/ministries/
missionconnections/armstrong-saraand-russell-edmondson-2015--02/

‘New Life Fund’ approved by
commissioners at March presbytery
meeting
Departing congregations are
asked to contribute to the ongoing
life of the portion of the Body of
Christ we know as Presbytery of New
Covenant. The New Life Fund has
been established with the purpose of
supporting congregational vitality in
the Presbytery.
The purposes of this fund
would include but are not limited to:
• Small Church Residency Program
		 – Currently First PC, Jasper, is
		 involved in this program that
		 matches first-call pastors with
		 small churches for a two-year
		 designated minimum. There
		 is a $3,000 upfront investment
		 by the presbytery. Coaching
		 support for the pastor plus a small
		 grant for the congregation from
		 PC(USA) are included. There is a
		 second church is in the wings
		 (Caldwell) and a number of other
		 churches who could take advantage

		
•
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
•
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

of this program in future.
1001 New Worshipping
Communities - Funding paths are
changing. New guidelines mean
presbyteries will need to offer a
dollar-for-dollar match of second
and third year grants. This could
cost up to $50,000 over the life of
the grant cycle.
New Beginnings is an assessment
and coaching program of the
PC(USA). This is a process that
leads to clarity of vision and
purpose that could be incredibly
helpful to many of our
congregations who feel stuck.
Currently six New Covenant
congregations are on this route.
It could be especially beneficial
to congregations before their
decline in the congregational
life cycle is so pronounced that reenergizing for transformation is all
but impossible.

Empowering the youth to serve as
leaders of Christ’s Church
Do you know a young person who exhibits a mature faith and has
gifts for leadership? Do you know an adult with a mentoring spirit and a
strong relationship with Christ? Then encourage them to
apply for the 2015-2016 Presbytery’s Youth Connection
Council (PYCC).
Our Presbytery’s Youth Council is a wonderful
opportunity for young people to share their gifts and
explore their leadership abilities. Youth on the Council
work alongside adult members to design and lead
PYCC Youth
fellowship, mission, and worship experiences for the
young people of our presbytery. Through these events, this Council
seeks to deepen one’s faith and relationship with God as well as build
relationships between youth and adults in our presbytery.
WE NEED YOU to identify young people and adults in your
congregation who have gifts for ministry and leadership potential and who
will be willing to make the commitment to be a member of the 20152016 Presbyterian Youth Connection Council (PYCC). Information
and applications can be found online at: www.pbyofnewcovenant.org.
Potential youth and adults should complete applications and submit
them to their home church for review and endorsement. Churches will
then select and submit up to four youth (in 10th–12th grades) and three
adults (over the age of 23) to serve on the council and represent your
congregation.
Don’t wait! You won’t want to be late! Deadline is July 1, 2015.

2015 Summer Youth Mission Trip

FPC Pasadena celebrates with ‘Crosses
on the Corner’
On a day in February, the
congregants of First Presbyterian,
Pasadena, marched out of the
sanctuary carrying homemade crosses
and planted them in the front yard
of the church. This endeavor was the
brainchild of Deacon Liz Reed who
got the idea while on vacation in Cape
Cod where a town had “Sharks in the
Park,” an event where local businesses
displayed wooden sharks outside of
city hall. “Crosses on the Corner”
represented the families and ministries
of the church and provided a glimpse

to the community as to what the
church should be about, growing
collectively in the spirit of Jesus
Christ.
“What a joy to sit in my
office and watch cars drive through,
stopping to ‘read’ the crosses.
Sometimes people even get out and
walk through the crosses. I think
it’s kind of a labyrinth experience.”
reports RE JoAnn Currie, Director
of Youth and Adult Ministries of
Spiritual Formation, at First PC,
Pasadena.

Six churches in New Covenant will unite for a Youth Mission
Trip to New Orleans June 14-20 to work with Project Homecoming.
Fifty youth and adults will embark on a week of hard work, spiritual
formation, and relationship building. Project Homecoming is a faith-based
community development organization building resilient neighborhoods
in the greater New Orleans area. Most people do not realize that many
neighborhoods remain vacant with properties damaged by Hurricane
Katrina and countless families are still struggling to rebuild their homes.
The goal of Project Homecoming is to bring neighborhoods back. They do
this by building homes and completing community projects with the help
of volunteers. Learn more about this organization by visiting their website,
http://projecthomecoming.net/
New Covenant churches participating:
First PC, Alvin
St. Andrew’s PC, Beaumont
Covenant PC, College Station
St. John’s PC, Houston
First PC, Huntsville
St. Thomas PC, Houston
The youth and adult participants of these six churches will live
together, cook and eat together, share chore duties, build a home or
community project, and participate in compelling Presbyterian-based
worship each night. This will be one of the most challenging weeks both
physically and emotionally that they have ever experienced. Participants
will be ready to return home with a deepened faith and a new outlook on
mission in their own community!
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in the resource center

new dvd and book resources
Worldchanging 101: Challenging the
Myth of Powerlessness

By David LaMotte
Singer, songwriter, and story teller LaMotte
takes a conversational, story-based look at why
many feel powerless to address problems we face as
communities, nations, and a world. He argues that
our choices, whether they are active or passive, make a
far greater difference than we realize. Beginning with
an exploration of how large scale change happens, the
book both challenges many of our presumptions of
powerlessness and offers a challenge to take a personal
role – whether it be in our consumption patterns or
narrowing our focus to a point at which we can make
meaningful changes in our own lives that speak to
others.

Five Practices for Children

By Rita Hayes
Building on the work of Robert Schnase in the
Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, this one volume
takes the practices of radical hospitality, passionate
worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking
mission and service, and extravagant generosity and
gives age-appropriate understanding for preschool,
elementary, tween, and family groups. Developmentally
appropriate lesson plans for each age group, as well
as theme overviews and reproducible handouts, are
included. Workshops on each topic help participants
understand why these are life-giving practices for all
ages. This would be an excellent resource for a churchwide study in conjunction with the Five Practices.

Hollow Faith: How Andy Griffith,
Facebook, and the American Dream
Neutered the Gospel

By Stephen Ingram
This one volume is a treasure trove for those
who care deeply about the ongoing faith formation of
our youth. The initial six chapters take on the particular
challenges widely identified in current research as
deeply problematic for the growing faith maturity of
Christians young and old – moralism, therapeutic
religion, modern deism, me-ism, consumerism, and
pluralism. After exploring the impact of each of these
challenges, part two provides a curriculum to address
each of these concerns with youth, and part three
provides help for adults who seek to intentionally and
spiritually parent their children in the midst of a hollow
spiritual landscape. This is an outstanding resource for
youth committees, for youth classes, and for parent
classes – and addresses important issues with which all
in today’s church need to wrestle.
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The Spiritual Guidance of Children:
Montessori, Godly Play, and the Future

By Jerome W. Berryman
For those who are fans of Godly Play (or the
Young Children in Worship offshoot) this is a helpful
exploration of the historical roots of this unique process
of storytelling that invites learners into theological
wondering about each text. It challenges us to rethink
priorities in the Sunday school model as it issues an
invitation to place the spiritual needs of children
in a central role in Christian life. Berryman offers
observations about use and misuse of the method’s
component parts, arguing effectively for the importance
of engaging children in reflection rather than simply
using the storytelling figures to transfer the teacher’s
knowledge of the story into the student’s heads. He
closes with brief remarks on the ways this lovely process
meets the particular needs of the next generation of
learners and budding theologians of any age.

Feasting on the Word: Guide to
Children’s Sermons

Crafting a developmentally-appropriate
Children’s Sermon can be a challenge event to the
most experienced teacher or preacher. This volume
includes reflections on the hows and whys of the
Children’s Moment and provides helpful summaries
on faith and language development issues as well as
insights into typical fears and anxieties Twenty-two
high quality sample stories are included as are an
extended annotated bibliography.

Feasting on the Word: Worship
Companion Year B, Vol. 1

Covering beautifully written liturgies for
Year B, Advent through Pentecost using the Revised
Common Lectionary, this volume will be of great
assistance for those planning worship. In addition to
suggestions for congregational worship, each Sunday
also includes suggested morning and evening prayers
and reflection questions for use at home during the
week. Special Eucharistic Prayers for the seasons
and for the special days such as Holy Week services,
Transfiguration, Ascension, and Pentecost are also
included.

Feasting on the Gospels: Luke, Vol. 2

Continuing the verse by verse commentary
on Luke’s Gospel with chapter 12–24, this volume
follows the familiar Feasting format of four
commentaries on each segment, offering theological,
pastoral, exegetical, and homiletical perspectives on
each passage. This is a reference only resource which is
to be used in the Presbyterian Center.

Transitions

New Ministers in New Covenant

TE Dr. Charles Teykl, HR, is an “old friend.” A former
Moderator of New Covenant, Charles returns from Grace
Presbytery to be near family. He was ordained in Gulf Coast
Presbytery in 1961 (now New Covenant Presbytery), pastored
at First PC, Rosenberg, and granted HR status in 2003
(interspersing periods in Plainview and Hurst, TX). His wife,
Randee, died last spring. Charles received both his MDiv and Charles Teykl
DMin degrees from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. Welcome
back, Charles!
TE Ebenezer Boateng was commissioned March 22 as
Organizing Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of the Redeemer
Ghanaian NCD. He was ordained in 2002. Ebenezer attended
Akokerr Teacher Training College and Ghana Trinity
Theological Seminary. Ebenezer pastored in Pennsylvania
before coming to Texas.
Ebenezer Boateng
TE Dr. Keith Uffman is serving as pastor/head of staff
at Webster PC. He transferred here from Salem Presbytery in
North Carolina where he served as pastor in Greensboro, NC,
for almost 20 years. He and his wife, Mary Helen, taught and
coached young athletes. Keith was born and raised in Baton
Rouge, LA, where he attended Louisiana State University and
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Finance. He studied law
before earning his MDiv from Duke Divinity School and his
Keith Uffman
DMin from Union Theological Seminary.
TE Dr. Young E. Song has transferred from Korean
Presbyterian Church of America and is currently a Memberat-Large. He has been called to plant a new church in Katy.
Rev. Song attended Boston University School of Theology and
received a Sacred Theology Degree (equivalent to a Bachelor’s
degree) in 1995, as well as a Master of Divinity that same
year. He later received a Master of Theology and a DMin in
Young E. Song
Christian Education from Columbia Theological Seminary in
Decatur, GA. He and his wife Yang Sook have a son and daughter.
TE Ed Wolf transferred to New Covenant Presbytery from Grace
Presbytery and has been called to serve as pastor of First
PC, Galveston. Ed received a BS degree from Shippensburg
University in Pennsylvania and his MDiv from Austin
Presbyterian Seminary. When asked what others might like to
know about him, he answered cycling. He has ridden 300 miles
in support of AIDS and 200 miles just to get to a beach! Ed
and wife Shellie and daughter Abigail come to New Covenant Ed Wolf
from Flower Mound PC, TX. Born and raised in southern PA. Said Ed, “I got to
Texas as fast I could!”
TE Cyndi Wunder has transferred here from Cascades Presbytery
where she was ordained in 2014. She has been called to serve
half time as Pastor of First PC, Jasper, and half time as Director
of Peace Beyond Understanding. Cyndi received a BS degree
in Psychology from the University of Maryland, University
College and her MDiv in 2012 from Luther Seminary in St.
Paul, MN. Cyndi finds herself often an advocate for those who
are on the margins of society. She worked as a drug and alcohol Cyndi Wunder
counselor for eight years. Cyndi likes to knit, crochet, and
cook but has also enjoyed building cabins and living off-grid in the badlands.
Currently, she is restoring a 100-year-old farmhouse. She has two children, Joyce
and Gunther, who live in Germany.
Welcome Charles, Ebenezer, Keith, Young, Ed, and Cyndi!

Congratulations, Jonathan!

Jonathan Britt

Jonathan Britt completed
his ordination exams at the March
presbytery meeting by preaching
a sermon before the presbytery
and answering questions from
the Committee on Examinations.
Jonathan has been called to serve as
Designated Associate Pastor at St.
Thomas PC, Houston. He is splitting
his time between working with
the youth and bolstering both the
missional and congregational aspects
of God’s ministry at St. Thomas.
Jonathan is from Greenville
SC. He received his BA degree
(Music and Religion) from Furman
University, SC, and his MDiv from
Princeton Theological Seminary.
He moved to Houston where he
completed a Chaplain Residency at
Memorial Hermann SW Hospital.

Jonathan lives in Montrose with
his wife, Allison, who is a Genetic
Counselor for UTMB. Their dog
Wrigley is training to be a Therapy
Dog.
Jonathan is an avid
outdoor and travel photographer.
“Photography,” says Jonathan, “helps
me to see the world differently and
it makes me pay attention to details
that I wouldn’t usually do.” Another
of his passions is archaeology,
particularly Roman History. He
studied at the Crisler Library in
Ephesus and visited Israel/Palestine
to visit some archaeological sites. “I
try to use images and stories from my
experiences in my teaching to help
people better understand the contexts
of the world in which the Bible was
written and formed.”

Godspeed, Mark!
TE Mark Stoub, retiring
from First PC, Bay City, was granted
Honorably Retired status effective
April 5, 2015. Mark received his
MDiv from Louisville Seminary and
a DMin from McCormick Seminary
in Chicago. He has served churches
in Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee, and
Texas.
In addition to pastoring,
Mark enjoys writing; he is the author
of Blood Under the Altar and is
working on a second novel, Fire in
the Blood. He and his wife, Jane, have
moved to Kyle, TX, where Mark will
continue to write and fix up the family
home that was built in 1912.

Addressing the
presbytery at the
March presbytery
meeting, Mark
told the story
of the time
when someone
described him as a
vagabond because Mark Stoub
of the many places he has served.
He wasn’t sure that he liked being
thought of as a vagabond. “But,” he
said, “if true, I certainly saved the best
for last!” Mark thanked the assembly
for allowing him to be a colleague
here. Mark will retire in Kyle, TX,
(between San Marcos and Buda).
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2015

calendar

May 21

Fresh Elastic for Stressed-out
Educators
Presbytery Center
Houston, TX

May 25

Memorial Day
Presbytery Center Closed

May 26-28 / May 29-31
Women’s Conference
Mo-Ranch
Hunt, TX

June 14-20

Presbytery Youth Mission Trip
Project Homecoming
New Orleans, LA

June 18-21

PW Churchwide Gathering
Minneapolis, MN

June 25-25 / June 29-30
Face to Face events
North Carolina

July 2-5

Youth Multicultural Conference
Mo-Ranch
Hunt, TX

July 5-9

Jr. High Jubilee
Mo-Ranch
Hunt, TX

July 18

Presbytery Meeting
Woodlands Community
The Woodlands, TX

July 18-25

what’s happening …

upcoming events and gatherings

May 7

May 9

FAITH IN PRACTICE’S
ANNUAL WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
On May 7, Faith
In Practice, an ecumenical
Christian medical mission
organization that serves
the poor of Guatemala
through short-term
surgical, medical, and
dental mission trips, will
hold its Annual Women’s
Luncheon Thursday, May
7, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at
the Hotel ZaZa, 5701 Main Street.
Faith In Practice President, Rev. Linda
McCarty and minister member of New Covenant, will
emcee the event. Faith In Practice volunteers will share
their personal stories. The Hands of God celebrates the
Guatemalan and American volunteers joining hands in
service to the poor.
Attendees will also enjoy shopping for
authentic Guatemalan handicrafts at the Mercado
which opens at 10:30 a.m.
To reserve your table or tickets, visit
faithinpractice.org/womensluncheon, call
713-484-5555 or email ebain@faithinpractice.org.
For additional information, visit http://www.
faithinpractice.org/

May 13-15
National Taiwanese
Presbyterian Women
gather in Texas!

July 21-16

August 3-5

Weekday Ministries Conference
Marriott Westchase Hotel
Houston, TX

August 8

Equip
Memorial Drive PC
Houston, TX
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“Vintage Car Festival”

“... he took her by the hand.” Mark 1:31

CEDEPCA/Presbytery Trip
Guatemala
Synod Youth Workshop
University of Tulsa
Oklahoma

Second Annual

The Hands of God:

National Taiwanese
Presbyterian Women, PC(USA),
will hold its Annual Gathering
May 13-15 at Austin Taiwanese
Presbyterian Church in Austin
and the Holiday Inn Express &
Suites – Austin Arboretum. There
will not be a registration fee.
NTPC will cover the expenses,
except for the hotel room.
Contact Suzan Wang at
wangshuchentsai@gmail.com

A family-friendly Vintage Car Festival will be
held Saturday, May 9, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at First
PC, Tomball, 30410 Tomball Parkway (Highway 249),
across from Lone Star College Tomball. Everyone is
invited! Enjoy viewing vintage vehicles of all types
including cars, trucks, hot rods, cruisers, motorcycles
and tractors. Attractions and activities include live
music and entertainment; a petting zoo; bake, craft, and
art sales; face painting; a silent auction; festival food
and drink; and a variety of vendor booths!
The Festival is open to the public and admission
is free.
Up to 75 vehicles may be registered for public
judging. Trophies for 1st and 2nd place will be handed
out in four separate categories as well as a “Best in
Show” and “People’s Choice Award.” Dust off your cool
rides and bring them to the Festival. The whole family
will enjoy the entertainment and food.
Vehicle Entry Forms and Vendor Application
forms can be found on the website
http://www.fpctomball.org/ under the tab for Vintage
Car Festival.

May 26-28; May 29-31

River of Life:

Women’s Conference at Mo-Ranch
Each year hundreds of women from across
the region gather for one of the two identical sessions
of the Women’s Conference at Mo-Ranch in Hunt,
TX. This year Conference I will be held May 26-28 and Fran Shelton
Conference II will take place May 29-31. From New
Covenant, TE Keatan King, Associate Pastor at St. Philip PC, Houston,
will serve as worship leader and Jane Van Valkenburg, Director of Music
Ministries at First PC, Bryan, will serve as Music Leader. Attendees will be
inspired by keynote addresses from Rev. Fran Shelton and stimulated by
workshops on topics of current interest, with music.
More information and registration at
http://www.moranch.org/Camps-Conferences/Conferences/WomensConference
Or call 1-800-460-4401, ext. 246

what’s happening …

upcoming events and gatherings

May 21

Fresh Elastic for
Stretched-Out Educators
Aging as a Spiritual Journey

Mainstream America is finally recognizing that religion does play an
ever increasing, commanding role in secular affairs. In the meantime, who is
recognizing or dealing with, the “spiritual maturation” of our ever-increasing
number of senior citizens? For those willing to take up the challenge, what
are some specific approaches that need to be tried in this age of technical and
cultural changes? You are invited to the next gathering of Fresh Elastic for
Stretched-Out Educations Thursday, May 21, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the
Presbytery Center, 1110 Lovett Blvd., Houston.
Maggie Parker, a retired Christian Educator who currently teaches
adult Bible study classes and serves on the Adult Spiritual Life Council at
Memorial Drive United Methodist Church, will address these timely issues as
she speaks to us on the topic of “Aging as a Spiritual Journey.”
If you are a volunteer, paid staff person, teaching elder or just curious,
you are invited! Lunch will be served, complete with a beverage and dessert.
This session will be facilitated by folks with a seasoned heart for education.
Please feel free to contact any one of them if you have questions.
Jo Ann Currie (jscurrie51@yahoo.com)
Connie Nyquist (lnyquist@sbcglobal.net)
Kim Shrull (kshrull@earthlink.net)
Anne Wilson (anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com )
Your RSVP will assist our planning. Please send replies to anne.aiko.
wilson@gmail.com by Monday morning, May 18.

June 25-26 and June 29-30

2015 Face to Face

June 14 and June 28

Celebrating the Past, Anticipating the Future
Congratulation to Pinecrest PC, Houston (4913 Market Street)!
The congregation invites all to join them in a celebration
of the church’s 90th Anniversary and its long ministry. On
Sunday, June 14, the Rev. Dr. Lonnie Oliver, Associate
African American Congregational Support, Louisville,
will preach during the 11:00 a.m. worship. Later that day
at 4:00 p.m., the Rev. Dr. Marcus Cosby, Senior Pastor,
Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church, Houston, will speak.
The time of celebrating the past and anticipating Lonnie Oliver
the future will continue in a special concert on Sunday, June
28, at 3:30 p.m., “An Evening of Music with Dr. Jacqueline D. Chambers
and Friends.” Donation: $10.
In 1922 Pinecrest began as a Presbyterian
mission in the black community of Fifth Ward. In
1925, the mission was later organized as a church and
moved into the Gregg Street building. The church
offered mission programs – a food
pantry, Boy and Girl Scout Troops,
Marcus Crosby
summer enrichment classes, youth
employment, as well as Vacation Bible School and the
Hi-Y Movement. In 1949, the congregation of 287
members had outgrown its building and land was
purchased across from historic Phillis Wheatley High
Jacqueline Chambers
School. The Dedication Service of the new structure
was held in March 1951.
For more information, contact Tracy Hooper at kindlehooper1@
gmail.com (832-372-4778).

Connect! Network! Discern!

June 18-21

The Church Leadership Connection (CLC), a ministry of the
Office of the General Assembly, will host two Face to Face Events in 2015.
Each event will include training for call seekers, networking opportunities,
interviews with search committees, vocational coaching, one-on-one PIF
reviews, and other educational opportunities for call seekers and calling
organizations. Search committees for all position types (i.e. installed and
temporary pastors and program staff positions) are encouraged to attend.
The first of these events will be held during the Worship and Music
Conference at Montreat Conference Center June 25-26 and June 29-30
(Registration is now open, http://www.pcusa.org/events/32386/face-faceworship-and-music-conf/). The second event will be held July 9-11 at the
Renaissance Hotel in Charlotte, NC (Registration begins April 30).
Search committees, mid-council staff, teaching elders, candidates,
and other church professionals have an opportunity to move beyond
the written words of Personal Information Forms (PIF) and Ministry
Information Forms (MIF) to meet and talk directly with one another about
the possibility of ministry together.
There is no cost to participate in Face to Face.
For more information contact: SanDawna Gaulman Ashley at
sandawna.ashley@pcusa.org or clcstaff@pcusa.org (800-728-7228, ext.
5730).

Churchwide Gathering of
Presbyterian Women
The church-wide Gathering
of Presbyterian Women will be held
June 18–21, 2015, in Minneapolis,
Minnesota.
The theme of
the gathering is
“One Body, One
Spirit,” based on 1
Corinthians 12:12–27. Workshops,
plenary sessions, worship, mission
opportunities and all Gathering
programming will explore the
theme in the context of a diverse,
faithful sisterhood.
Download the registration
booklet to start making your plans!
http://www.presbyterianmission.
org/ministries/pwgathering/

July 30- August 1

Big Tent 2015

Experience that deep sense
of community you’d expect at a
national gathering of Presbyterians a great big family reunion! Plan now
to attend Big Tent 2015 in Knoxville,
July 30-August 1. There will be a
wide variety of workshops, all under
one Big Tent, a conference that will
inspire and equip Presbyterians to
live missionally!
Register now and learn
about what’s scheduled at http://
www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/big-tent/! Registration is
$395. Advance registration through
June 19!
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Mary Marcotte, Associate General Presbyter, and RE Mike Marcotte, Pines PC,
Houston – Mary’s mother, Marjorie Kilgore, died February 20, 2015.

RE Steve Johnson, First Presbyterian, Wharton and family – Steve’s sister, Kimberly
Kay Oliver, died Mar. 21, 2015.

TE Eid Abdelmassih and family – The mother of Eid’s wife, Neven, died
unexpectedly in Egypt

Family and friends of TE Jack Ware, HR – Jack, died March 24, 2015. His final
years were lived in Conroe where he was active participant in the life of First
PC, Conroe.

Family and friends of Dorothy “Dot” Hendrick – Dot died February 26, 2015.
Dot was the wife of the Rev. John “Pete” Hendrick, former Brazos Presbytery’s
Executive at the time when Brazos and Gulf Coast presbyteries became New
Covenant Presbytery.

Family and friends of Rev. James and Lily Chang, missionaries in Taiwan with
USA Care Ministers International. James’ mother died March, 1, 2015. James
is a minister-member of our presbytery.

Family and friends of RE Dixie Hire, longtime member of St. Andrew’s PC,
Houston. Dixie died March 10, 2015.

CRE Jane and RE Steve Whitney, St. Andrew’s PC, Houston – Grandson, Aaron
Oliver Meador, was born April 6, 2015.

Family and friends of TE Asa Hunt, HR – Asa died March 19, 2015. Asa served
the Presbytery of New Covenant in many capacities.

Rev. Dr. Joan Gray and family. Joan’s mother died April 13, 2015. Joan served as
Moderator of the PC(USA) in 2006.

Family and friends of RE Beverly Kennedy – St. Andrew’s PC, Houston – Beverly
died March 5, 2015. She was a longtime member of and the church’s first female
elder.

HR = Honorably Retired | TE = Teaching Elder (Rev.) | RE = Ruling Elder | NWC = New Worshiping Community
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