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Newsletter of the Presbytery of New Covenant
Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.

‘Passionately Engaging Our Proposed Amendments
Community…”
to be voted on at March
Presbytery Meeting
By TE Laurey Murphy

2015 moderator of the
presbytery of new covenant

“Passionately Engaging Our
Community” is this year’s Presbytery
theme emphasis. It comes from our
Vision, “Growing congregations that
passionately engage their community
to make disciples” and is part of the
Vision’s three-prong emphasis. So
who is someone that you think of who
is passionate about engaging their
community to make disciples?
Immediately, many people
across the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) think of Rodger Nishioka.
He is the Benton Family Associate
Professor of Christian Education at
Columbia Theological Seminary, past
APCE Educator of the Year, author of
numerous resources for the Church,
and is passionate about equipping
leaders in the church to be teachers
and leaders in educational ministry.
But that is not what makes Rodger
passionate. What does make him so
passionate is his lifelong journey and
experience in the faith of our Lord
Jesus Christ!
This is why Rodger Nishioka,
the keynote speaker at the March 21
Presbytery Meeting at St. Philip PC
will introduce the theme emphasis for
this year. Even if not a commissioner

Rodger Nishioka

to the meeting, you are invited to
come to the presbytery meeting for
this special time!
Rodger will also be preaching
at Spring Branch PC, Houston, the
following day, March 22, at the 10:50
a.m. Worship Service. Youth groups
from across the presbytery are coming
for worship and then for a special
lunch with Rodger and a time of
“Q & A on What It Means To Be A
Presbyterian Today?”

PYCC
Spring Youth Rally
Spring Branch Presbyterian Church
Message by Rodger Nishioka
See PYCC article on page 7.

When amendments are proposed to the Book of Order, presbyteries
have the opportunity to vote for their approval. The process prior to the
vote starts many months before with an overture being written by someone
in a congregation, which is passed by the session, and then presented to the
presbytery for its approval before being sent to the General Assembly for its
consideration. Once the assembly approves the proposed changes, they are
recommended back to the presbyteries. The amendments that we will vote on in
March began sometime in 2013.
At the March 2015 presbytery meeting, we will be voting on
amendments to six sections of the Book of Order. Our Ecclesiastical Affairs
Committee, the presbytery meeting planners, is proposing an omnibus motion
for the approval of all except the marriage amendment. There will be time
allotted for discussion prior to the vote on that amendment. Any of these other
proposals can be “lifted out” for separate discussion and vote. Here is a summary
of the proposed amendments. Please note that italics indicate new language,
while strikeouts propose language to be deleted.
14-A. Renunciation of Jurisdiction, On Amending G-2.0509 (Item 06-05)
Shall G-2.0509 of the Form of Government be amended by adding the following
new paragraph at the end of that section?
Whenever a former teaching elder has renounced jurisdiction in the midst of a
disciplinary proceeding as the accused, that former teaching elder shall not be
permitted to perform any work, paid or volunteer, in any congregation or entity
under the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
Rationale: When a teaching elder renounces the jurisdiction of the church
in the midst of formal judicial process, there is no resolution for either party,
particularly for the complainant. Because there has been no acquittal or
determination of guilt, the teaching elder has, by virtue of renunciation, removed
him/herself from leadership and office within the church. It could be argued
that the church remains vulnerable due to lack of information regarding the
circumstances and facts uncovered in the investigative process that might have
come to light in the judicial proceeding. Renunciation to stop judicial process
should not be an alternative vehicle to continue to work or volunteer in the
church when facts and circumstances have not come to light.
Amendments continues on page 3
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Two days ago I did something
very unusual for me – I forgot
something….no, actually I not only
forgot something, but I replaced it
in my mind with something else.
That’s what was different for me. One
instance was remembering a meeting
but forgetting that it was part of a
conference call for a different meeting
(sounds confusing, doesn’t it?). The
other was even more mysterious. I
intended to put a co-worker’s laptop
in their office, but I put it in someone
else’s office.
It was an odd feeling realizing
that I had remembered, but wrongly.
It’s almost worse than forgetting
altogether, which is a more common
experience. At first I chalked it up to
trying to do too many things at one
time. But the more I thought about
it, I decided it was because I wasn’t
giving my full attention to the tasks.
I had distracted myself (sort of like
being both the dog and the squirrel
at the same time!), which is no easy
trick.

Our lives are full of
distractions, many of them self-created
and also self-defeating. I find this
especially true when I spend time in
morning devotional. I remember to
sit and read the Bible, but if I’m not
careful, I find myself (as opposed to
losing myself ?) thinking of other
things and following tangential
thoughts that may or may not have
anything to do with the scripture
I’ve just read. Most of the time I feel
badly about being so distracted when
I’m supposed to be spending time
with God, but it has occurred to me
that God’s perspective may be very
different.
I suggest that God’s view of
us being distracted may be like our
view of our children. When they run
and play and chase after all sorts of
things, we enjoy them, laugh at their
antics, and cherish the memory of
these special times. What makes us
think that God doesn’t do that with
us, too? I’m developing an image of
God having a good chuckle when I’m

distracted during devotions or when
I’m sleepy
during
prayer.
God
knows us
through
and
through and is not in the least bit
surprised when we can’t focus or get
puzzled or distracted, even when we
are trying our best to devote time to
the Lord. In fact, that may be one of
our more endearing qualities.
So, I’m going to stop beating
myself up for my devotional failures
and just enjoy the time with the Lord,
knowing that at the very least I’m
giving God a good laugh, and at my
best I’m glorifying God.
In Christ,

Mission story from Synod of the Sun
Arrow Outreach
Loma Blanca is an area
where the manufacturing economy
was hit hard by the Mexican drug
wars. Factories that once provided a
source of income for families in the
community were forced to slow down
production or close as gang violence
began escalating out of control. Over
half of the colonia’s population fled
in fear. Families were often unable
to feed their children, and as a result
the children were unable to focus
on their school work. The need for
basic necessities and social services
increased.
Throughout this period,
Arrow Outreach, supported by several
Presbyterian churches in the Synod

of the Sun, worked with local
Christians in Juarez to show
the love of Christ to those in
need. The ministry opened
Tocando Puertas Family
Center, that could help serve
the needs of the community. With the
help of church groups in the U.S. the
Center could offer meals to children
and their families.
By assisting those who
struggle to meet the basic needs of
their families in the wake of the drug
war, Arrow Outreach and its partner
churches are playing a major role in
the process of rebuilding the Juarez
community. Three Dallas Presbyterian
churches: Northridge, First, and

NorthPark, were awarded grants by
the Synod of the Sun to be used to
increase the amount of meals being
served by Tocando Puertas in Juarez.

Explanation of Proposed Amendments
continued from page 1

14-B. Special Committee to Review the Preparation for Ministry Process
and Standard Ordination Exams (Item 06-12) – There are two proposed
amendments in this section.
Shall G-2.0607 of the Form of Government be amended as follows?
A candidate may not enter into negotiation for his or her service as a teaching
elder without approval of the presbytery of care. The presbytery shall record when
it has certified a candidate ready for examination by a presbytery for ordination,
pending a call. Evidence of readiness to begin ordered ministry as a teaching elder
shall include:
“(Text in a.-c. remains unchanged.)
d. satisfactory grades, together with the examination papers examination
materials, together with evaluations that declare those materials satisfactory in the
areas covered by any standard ordination examination approved by the General
Assembly. Such examinations shall be prepared and administered by a body
created by the presbyteries.
Rationale: This change in language seeks to distinguish the standard ordination
examinations from examination by the presbyteries for ordination as well as to
reiterate that candidates are accountable to their presbytery of care. It also makes
specific that the standard exams are evaluations by way of written comments
but are not “graded” and would allow for the introduction of exams for which
the “work product” of the exams may be other than written responses to essay
questions.
14-B.2 Accommodations, On Amending G-2.0610 (Item 06-12,
Recommendation 12)
Shall G-2.0610 be amended as follows?
G-2.0610 Exceptions Accommodations to Particular Circumstances
“By a three-fourths vote, a presbytery When a presbytery concludes that there
are good a sufficient reasons for accommodations to the particular circumstances
of an individual seeking ordination, it may, by a three-fourths vote, waive any of
the requirements for ordination in G-2.06, except for those of G-2.0607d. If
a presbytery judges that there are good and sufficient reasons why a candidate
should not be required to satisfy the requirements of G-2.0607d, it shall
approve by three-quarters vote some alternate means by which to ascertain the
readiness of the candidate for ministry in the areas covered by the standard
ordination examinations. A full account of the reasons for exception any waiver
or alternate means to ascertain readiness shall be included in the minutes of
the presbytery and communicated to the presbytery to which an inquirer or
candidate may be transferred.
Rationale: The new phrasing proposed in G-2.0610 first changes the title of
the paragraph to address the perception for some that being an exception is
prejudicial in and of itself. The changes proposed in the paragraph are intended
to clarify that presbytery minutes should include reasons for both waivers and
for alternate means of assessment. The sequence of sentences in the current
paragraph could be construed to mean that a presbytery may “waive” everything
but G-2.0607d without “good and sufficient reasons” or explanation in the
minutes so long as the three-fourths vote threshold was met.
14-C. Child Protection Policy – On Amending G-3.0106 (Item 08-14)
Shall the fourth paragraph of G-3.0106 of the Form of Government be amended
as follows?
All councils shall adopt and implement a sexual misconduct policy and a child
protection policy.
Rationale: The focus of child/youth protection policies is to ensure a safe,
thriving, and nurturing environment for children and youth in our churches
and church-sponsored events. These policies address screening child and youth

Clerk’s Corner

Rev. Lynn Hargrove, Stated Clerk
Presbytery of New Covenant

‘Growing congregations that
passionately engage their community
to make disciples’
The above phrase has been the vision statement of the presbytery for
many years now. I remember at a presbytery meeting where it was set to music
and the gathered body sang it. We once organized a FOCUS event around the
themes represented. We are working backwards through its parts as a guide for
our presbytery meetings. Last year, we worked with “Making Disciples” and this
year “Engaging Community.” But what does the vision statement really mean?
Growing Congregations – How are we growing? Is it numerically?
I imagine that those who worked hard on crafting this statement might have
hoped for more “butts and bucks” in our pews. That is the way I
interpreted it for a while. I realize now that congregations grow in
other ways. We can grow deeper in our faith and our relationships
with others. “Growing deeper” means spending time in the Word and
time in prayer and reflection. “Growing deeper” means really listening
with an open heart to accompany others in the journey of faith. “Growing
deeper” means building an atmosphere of trust, in the Lord and in each other. As
we grow deeper in our faith, we find we have the strength to persevere in the bad
times and the desire to rejoice at all times.
Passionately – I don’t know about you, but I haven’t seen a lot of
passion being expressed in the circles in which I take part, except around sports.
I have a friend who can be over the top in expressing his emotions towards his
favorite teams, particularly when they are not playing well. I have said that I am
experiencing a lot of “ennui, a sense of apathy and stagnation, in our presbytery. I
have wondered how much of that is based in fear … the fear of what is happening
with churches being dismissed, the fear that key leadership in the presbytery will
be retiring, the fear of conflict and the destruction it can cause, the fear of dying.
How do we reengage our passion? It seems that we need to tap back into the
source, to direct our hearts into the love of God and the steadfastness of Christ
(2 Thessalonians 3:5). I know that I have not felt very directed lately; I need to
be reminded of this verse constantly.
Engage their Community – Notice that “community” is singular. What
community needs to be engaged? It seems that first would be the community
of the congregation. When members of the congregation are doing the work
of growing deeper, they engage one another to seek to live more faithfully. And
when that happens, engaging the community outside of the congregation just
happens. There is an insider-outsider aspect of the engagement. When we are
engaged in the work of proclaiming the love of God to each other, we become
bolder and more passionate in that same proclamation beyond our walls!
To Make Disciples – What are the marks of discipleship? The typical list
includes worship, prayer, study, growing in community, serving, and giving. All
are based in relationship, both vertical and horizontal. A friend of mine puts it
this way: to engage the whole person in the exciting process of merging faith and
everyday living. He adds, “It is “the journey of seeking, discovering, knowing,
and sharing God’s love in Jesus Christ.”
So, Presbytery of New Covenant, how are we doing in living out our
vision? May we commit to be “Growing congregations that passionately engage
their community to make disciples.” And, together, let’s watch what happens here
in southeast Texas… and beyond!

Amendments continues on page 9
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Mary’s Musings

Mary Marcotte, Associate General Presbyter
Presbytery of New Covenant

In the last few weeks there have been two words ratcheting around my
brain and finding resonance in my heart: HOPE and FEAR. It is easy to dwell
in the land of fear; if it were not so, why would scriptures in both the Old and
New Testaments hold the repeated refrain “Fear not” and “Do not be afraid.” I’ve
even read that there are some 365 such reminders, one for every day of the year.
Fear paralyzes us as we struggle to deal with impending loss, experienced grief,
confronting the unknowns of a changing world and a changing church.
In mid-January six of our congregations took the bold step away from
fear to hope as they journeyed further into the New Beginnings process. Some
churches did so, worried about survival. Other churches did so lest they become
stuck and miss the chance to partner with the new thing God is doing in their
community. All took the risk of looking at themselves in the cold light of an
outside audit of their property and resources, their passions and energy. As
they move beyond these audits to examine the call that Christ put before them,
they will do so with deep listening and great honesty, taking their learnings
beyond the tight circle of leadership and throughout their congregations. As the
leadership team gathered for training, there were three questions/observations
that stay with me.
The first was asked by trainer Ann Philbrick of our denominational staff:
What would your church do if they were not afraid? That friends, is a powerful
question. To answer it we must each get at the root of where our fears are
grounded. I found it such a profound question that I challenged table groups
at our Church Officer Enrichment pre-event dinner with the same question.
Rich conversations swirled as folks began to name their fears. Conversations had
such impact that Alex Cornell (pastor of St. Stephen) raised the same question
with our Saturday keynoter, Dr. Cynthia Rigby. After a moment, she replied: we
would not undersell the demands of what it means to be a follower of Jesus. We
would not talk about membership as being about a little corner of our lives.
Rigby’s response carried the seed of the second call from New
Beginnings: We need to shift our focus from making members to intentionally
making disciples. The work of faith formation is critical to our life as a church and
as a people of God. How are we growing in the way of Jesus and serving as God’s
partners in bringing forward God’s kingdom vision for the world. What is our
scriptural story and how does our individual story fit into that great story? What
are the practices of faith that lead us into an ever deeper relationship with the
sovereign, redeeming, energizing God of scripture?
The third of the callings was perhaps the most devastating. The simple
observation was made that most of our congregations have more memories
than dreams. So I ask a question of challenge: What would it take for our
congregations to dream again? What are the big, audacious God-shaped dreams
to which we are being called?
The 2015 Association of Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE)
Annual Event was held in Baltimore during the first week of February; the
conference theme was “Fear Not”. We were treated to magnificent preaching
and teaching of Brian Blount, President of Union Theological Seminary
in Richmond. We were called to confront our fears of congregational loss,
diminishing perception of relevance of Christian Education, denominational
strife, and a world view that vibrates with fears of wars, terrorism, natural
disaster, and environmental fragility. Blount reminded us that we are not the
first Christians to experience fear. The fear that palpates off the pages of Mark’s
gospel is a fear that the early church overcame. While the work of sailing over to
the other side – both literally and symbolically in Mark’s tale of the stilling of the
storm – is difficult, we do not make the journey alone. Christ calls us into a new
thing, a new way of being. And through the power of the Holy Spirit we are not
Mary’s Musings continues in next column
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Water/Solar Projects in Carpathian
Basin-Ukraine
“For I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink...” Matthew: 25:35
Presbyterian Women of the
New Covenant, through donations
from the Spring Gathering offering
in 2014 and individual women in
our presbytery, assisted the PW of
Arkansas Presbytery and the Synod
of the Sun to raise $62,000 to provide
safe drinking water for the people
who live in the Carpathian Basin in
Ukraine (southwestern tip).
Only four of the 108 villages

in this area have at least one safe
drinking water site. The poor cannot
afford to buy bottled water so they
suffer the effects, with babies and
young children being hit the hardest.
The money raised has been
used to install twelve water systems.
Volunteer teams, trained by Solar
Under the Sun and Living Waters of
the World, continue to empower local
citizens to build and operate a simple
and sustainable water system using
existing water supply and solar power
when needed.

How to submit an Overture
When a General Assembly
meets every two years, the majority of
the business that is considered comes
from overtures which have been
submitted by a presbytery. However,
that is not where the process begins.
Some overtures seek to right what
someone perceives as a social wrong,
while others attempt to amend the
Book of Order. An overture begins
with a person who is passionate about
making a change in the way that we
conduct business as the PC(USA).
The next General Assembly
will be meeting in Portland, Oregon,
from June 18-25, 2016. While
that seems a long way off, it is time
for those interested in submitting
overtures to begin the process. A
session would need to approve a
proposal prior to it being submitted
to the presbytery for affirmation. New
Covenant has three stated presbytery

meetings scheduled this year: March
21, July 18, and November 21, as well
as a meeting on March 19, 2016.
The deadlines set by the Office
of the General Assembly for business
to be submitted to the 222nd GA
(2016) are as follows:
February 19, 2016 for amendments to
or interpretation of the Book of Order
April 19, 2016 for overtures with
financial implications
May 4, 2016 for all other overtures
May 19, 2016 for consultation
Keep the dates in mind if
you want to submit an overture to
General Assembly. More detailed
information on the overture process
may be found at www.pcusa.org. In
the Search box, type “how to submit
an overture.”
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/
media/uploads/oga/pdf/how_to_
submit_an_overture.pdf

Mary’s Musings continued

left alone on that journey.
As I seek to faithfully dream the big, God-sized dreams for our
congregations, I invite you to do the same. And as you do so, remember these
words in the second verse of that old hymn, How Firm a Foundation.
Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid.
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee and cause thee to stand,
Upheld in my righteous, omnipotent hand.

Making History Today

&

Rev. Dr. James S. Currie, Executive Secretary
Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest

2015 Hispanic Women’s Conference

Great news! Plans are
underway for the 2015 PW Hispanic
Women’s Conference. This year it will
be held the weekend of September
25-27 at Mo-Ranch in Hunt, TX.
Registration $150, if registration
is made by August 20. Now is the

time to start planning. Watch for
more details in future presbytery
publications.
Questions? Contact
Esperanza Guajardo (210-922-2465)
or Estela Sifuentes (210-273-0984).

Mark your calendars!
2015 Healing the Brokenness
Conference
The theme for this year’s
conference is “Fueled by Just
Theology.” Each lecture will be held
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at Pleasant Hill
Baptist Church, 1510 Pannell St.,
Houston.
• Monday, April 27: Tom
Bergler – Tom’s
research traces how
various theological
compromises of youth
movements from
the 20th Century
have impacted and
Tom Bergler
undermined the
faithfulness of churches and disciples
of the 21st century.
• Monday, September 14: David
Garland – David is a New Testament
scholar, having written several books,
and contributed to,
and edited many New
Testament Biblical
commentaries. He
serves as Dean
of George W.
Truett Theological
David Garland

Seminary at Baylor University.
• Monday, October 19:
Odell Cleveland - Odell uses his
understanding, skill and experience
to create a strong
partnership between
the ministry
(spiritual) and
administration
(business) sectors
Odell Cleveland of the Church. Also
on October 19: Bob
Wineburg, co-founder of the Welfare
Reform Liaison Project, will speak
on the relationship
between federal
domestic social welfare
policy and service
provision as well as
the involvement of
religious organizations Bob Wineburg
in local service delivery
and policy development.
Please RSVP at
healingthebrokenness@
pleasanthillministries.org. Donation:
$20 per person ($5 students)

“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?”
In 1942 Hendrik Willem van Loon, a Dutch-American, published a
book entitled Van Loon’s Lives. Based, presumably, on the first century work,
Plutarch’s Lives of Noble Greeks and Romans, written in the first century, van
Loon arranges his volume with a different, yet entertaining twist.
Written both to entertain and to educate his grandchildren, van Loon
imagines dinner conversations with persons from different eras in history. For
example, he has Cervantes, Shakespeare, and Moliere sitting around his dinner
table in conversation. Then, van Loon has Emily Dickinson and Chopin join
him for dinner. Plato and Confucius come to dinner on another occasion, and
Dante and Leonardo da Vinci meet over dinner.
This book is a wonderful exercise in the imagination as well as an
educational tool. It made me consider whom we might like to invite to dinner
and engage in conversation, persons who never knew each other, lived in
different eras, and perhaps even worked in different fields. What might it be like
to have John Calvin (theologian), van Gogh (painter), and Isaac Watts (hymn
composer) as guests at our dinner table?
Or, imagine Elie Wiesel, Mark Twain, and Louisa May Alcott having
a conversation in your home. Or, what might Helen Keller, John Bunyan, and
Pope Francis talk about?
From a purely Presbyterian perspective, it would be fun to listen to
Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson, and Ronald Reagan talk about religion
and politics over dinner. Or, I wonder what kind of conversation Rachel
Henderlite, John Witherspoon, and Ann Weems might have. The guest list
could go on and on. Make up your own.
What fun such an exercise in the imagination would be!
Or, what if Babe Ruth, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, and the Dalai Lama
were gathered at the same table? That conversation might be short because
there would seem to be nothing they held in common. And yet, we might be
surprised. After all, we get to write the script!
In a time when many prefer to be with like-minded persons and are
suspicious of those who think differently, even when they might have much
in common, such an exercise might not only be fun, but it might also be eyeopening. Many are afraid to talk with those with whom they may disagree or
with whom they seem to have little in common.
Someone has said that “worry is an abuse of the imagination.” Perhaps
van Loon offers us a creative and healthy way to engage the imagination. Whom
would you like to invite to dinner?

Next Connections deadline
The next Connections copy deadline is
Wednesday, April 8, for the May/June 2015 issue.
Please send articles and photos to Helen Wolf at
any time hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org.
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Family-sized Congregations
By RE Martha Carol Giese, Waverly PC and RE Hill Kemp, Jasper PC
In today’s PC(USA), many congregations fit the family size category.
According to Alice Mann’s work on congregation sizes, a family congregation
has up to 50 adults in worship, is organized around matriarchs and/or
patriarchs, may have a part time pastor, and operates like an extended family.
These churches have the strengths and weaknesses of families in general.
Positively, everyone knows everyone. Negatively, everyone knows everyone
else’s business! Family sized congregations can be resistant to growth because
the benefits of small size are treasured by current members. Pastors in these
congregations are not, typically, the most important leader. Leadership is
rooted in members with the assent of the matriarch/patriarch. In this article,
we examine two family size congregations in New Covenant Presbytery.
Waverly Presbyterian Church, a classic example of a familysize congregation, is located in the Texas town of Old Waverly, once an
economically vibrant farming community about 70 miles from Houston. In
the spring of 1860, six Waverly citizens met to form the Waverly Presbyterian
Church. It wasn’t until 1903 that they were ready to construct their own
building. When the Presbytery of Brazos denied their request for funding,
two church members financed the construction.
History has not been kind to Old Waverly. The growth of the
railroad, and the trend away from country life, in time, obliterated the town.
Its flourishing stores, two colleges, all of its commerce, and many of its
inhabitants deserted the community. But the Waverly Presbyterian Church
has remained a symbol of faith in the area. The congregation is Scripturecentered with a growing Sunday school. Attendance has recently risen from
30 to 35-40. The members pride themselves on the fact that children who
have been raised in the congregation have become strong, mature Christians.
Waverly PC has had a part-time, tent-making minister, Dan Alexander, for
over three decades. He has a full-time job as a school teacher. This model
has worked exceptionally well over the years. This is a spiritual church that
ties the community together, adding a lot of maturity and solidity to the
community.
Although the Waverly area has seen many changes over the past 154
years, only one thing has not changed – the church’s belief in the sovereignty
of God and the Holy Spirit that has led and inspired the congregation
through the years.
First PC, Jasper, is another example of a family size church.
Although small in number, the congregation believes that it has been called
to help its community move beyond its heritage of strife toward a community
life where prejudice and distrust do not drive the discourse, promoting
instead a community where peace and justice for all is the norm.
To that end the congregation has launched an initiative to become a
Missional Church aimed at healing the divisiveness in this racial hot spot. It
formed Peace Beyond Understanding (PBU), LLC, seeking to actively create
a safe space in Jasper where this coalition will embody the peace of God.
They have called a minister for half time in Jasper to help identify those ready
to move beyond racial mistrust and build a healthy, loving, and inclusive
community.
The Rev. Cyndi Wunder, Jasper’s new minister, answered the
call because she was “excited to answer the church’s innovative call as a
missional church because mission to me is not simply an arm of the church
but is Church,” Says Cyndi, “I am inspired by a church that invites change
and transformation, that invites the Holy Spirit into our lives. This is my
understanding of a missional church.” This family size church plans to enable
the development of a multicultural and multiracial community where justice
and peace will free all people to fully live the life God intended.
This article was abridged due to space limitations. The complete version is posted in “Articles of
General Interest” in Our Filing Cabinet on the presbytery website, www.pbyofnewcovenant.org.
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Opportunity for your church: Be part
of a mission-exchange!
You are invited to walk with
our partner CEDEPCA (Protestant
Center for Pastoral Studies in Central
America) and discover Guatemala in
all its diversity, complexity, and beauty
on a trip there July 18-25, 2015. Travel
through this enchanting country and
get to know
the people
of diverse
cultures
working
together to make life better for
people. Experience answers to such
questions as: Why are Guatemalan
children fleeing to the U.S.? How does
CEDEPCA’s “seminary on wheels”
reach faith leaders in remote areas of
the country? Houses lost, lives lost where do people turn when natural
disasters hit? What do Guatemalan
women have in common with women
in the U.S.?

Trip Leaders are Julia Ann
Moffett, retired PC(USA) Missionary
in Central America and Sharyl Davis,
Co-Chair of CEDEPCA Partnership
Network of Presbytery of New
Covenant, and Missions Director at
Northwoods PC, Houston.
Cost is $950 plus airfare (taxdeductible). Scholarship assistance
is available. The group will stay in
basic, dormitory-style guest houses
(pensions), which are accustomed to
the dietary concerns of people from
the U.S. The guest houses provide
purified drinking water, bathrooms,
and showers.
Registration deadline is
April 1, 2015 – registration form
and $200 deposit. Make check to
Presbytery of New Covenant, and
send to: Sharyl Davis; Northwoods
Presbyterian Church; 3320 Cypress
Creek Parkway, Houston, TX 77068.

New Standard Mileage Rates for 2015
The Internal Revenue Service
has issued the 2015 optional standard
mileage
rates used to
calculate the
deductible
costs of
operating an
automobile for business, charitable,
medical, or moving purposes.
Beginning January 1, 2015,

the standard mileage rates for the use
of a car, van, pickup or panel truck will
be:
• 57.5 cents per mile for business
miles driven, up from 56 cents in 2014
• 23 cents per mile driven for medical
or moving purposes, down half a cent
from 2014
• 14 cents per mile driven in service of
charitable organizations

Minneapolis Here We Come!
All roads lead to Minneapolis
for the 2015 Churchwide Gathering
of Presbyterian Women, June 18–21!
Turn on your GPS, turn off your
hectic schedule and follow Minnie
the Moose (the 2015 CWG moosecot) to the lovely Hyatt Regency
Minneapolis for days of worship, fun,
fellowship, connection and spiritual
uplift! Save the date! The registration
deadline is June 1.

Watch www.presbyterianwomen.org/
gathering for details (and check back
often for updates)!

Chris Tomlin Concert and Lock-In

Spring Youth Rally

Calling ALL youth groups of our presbytery!
An exciting night of fun, food, music & fellowship!

New Covenant youth groups are invited to an
amazing worship and a powerful message by Rodger
Nishioka on Sunday, March 22, 10:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
at Spring Branch PC, 1215 Campbell Rd., Houston
77055.
Rodger Nishioka
Rodger is the Associate Professor of Christian
Education at Columbia Seminary. He has a heart and tremendous gifts for
working with young people and a way of preaching that captivates all ages!
Afterwards, stay for lunch, games led by our PYCC, and a conversation
with Rodger. There is no charge to attend! Please contact Caressa Murray,
cmurray@pbyofnewcovenant.org or 281-798-5993, by Thursday,
March 19, to let her know how many will be coming.
Sponsored by the Presbytery of New Covenant and Spring Branch
Presbyterian Church.

Saturday, April 25
4:00 p.m. Cookout at the Woodlands Community PC,
4881 W Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands 77381
5:00 p.m. Leave for concert at the C.W. Mitchell Pavilion
7:00 p.m. Chris Tomlin concert!
10:00 p.m. Back to Woodlands PC for Lock-In & pizza
Sunday, April 26
8:30 a.m. Worship at WCPC
10:00 a.m.	Departure for home
Even if you cannot stay for
the lock-in, come for the cookout
and concert! To reserve your spots,
contact: Caressa Murray, Coordinator
for Youth Ministries,
cmurray@pbyofnewcovenant.org or
281-798-5993.
Youth must be accompanied

by adult chaperones (1 adult : 6
youth) Cost: $25 per person (includes
concert ticket, food, and bottled
water). Make checks payable to
“Presbytery of New Covenant” and
write “Chris Tomlin concert” in
memo line. Mail to 1110 Lovett Blvd,
Houston 77006.

Seafarers Christmas Boxes 2014
Many churches of all faiths
combined to deliver 11,392 Christmas
Boxes to the Seafarer Center this past
holiday season, and of that total, forty
Presbyterian
churches
combined to
deliver 1,857
boxes. Then
the work
started.
Seafarer Chaplains had to deliver
those boxes to a total of 512 ships.
Three Presbyterian chaplains,
plus one Presbyterian lay volunteer,
combined to deliver 4,339 of those
boxes to a total of 193 of the ships.

This is just a very small part of
the work of these chaplains. Our
Presbyterian chaplains, Rev. Ben
Stewart and Rev. David Wells visited
almost 2,800 of those ships and saw
almost 78,000 seafarers in the process,
a tremendous job very well done.
These chaplains are called to
this ministry through the Presbytery
and they need the support of every
single presbyterian church in the
presbytery.
For more information, call
the Presbytery office and ask Patricia
Brantley (713-526-2585, ext. 101) to
have a Seafarer Board member contact
you.

Young Adult Retreat at Cho-Yeh
Calling all young adults, ages
18 graduated high school to 30ish. You
are invited to a free weekend retreat at
beautiful Camp Cho-Yeh the weekend
of March 27-29. Arrive Friday night
and enjoy getting to know other young
adults from around our presbytery. On
Saturday the group will work on the
grounds of Camp Cho-Yeh to aid in camp
improvement and beautification. That
evening sit around the campfire and enjoy snacks and fellowship.
Sunday morning we will worship together, conclude our work on the
grounds, and then dismiss after lunch.
All meals and lodging are provided free of charge. Space is limited
so reserve your spot soon. Contact Caressa Murray to sign up at cmurray@
pbyofnewcovenant.org or 281-798-5993. Deadline to sign up is Monday,
March 9.

THANK YOU for donations!

Thank you for the many donations
to the Conclaves’ Mission: Project Linus.
We greatly appreciate your support
in helping the young people of our presbytery make a difference!
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in the resource center

new dvd and book resources
G- Force: God’s Love in Action

Cokesbury’s Vacation Bible Resource Kit
G- Force provides ways for your church to come
alive with movement and kid-friendly transportation as
participants learn ways to know God’s love by Moving,
Acting, Caring, Following, and Sharing. Stories
covered include God Calls Moses, Solomon Builds the
Temple, Four Friends Help, Healing of Bartimaeus,
and Women Find the Empty Tomb. In addition to the
usual suggestions for music, recreation, arts and crafts,
and storytelling there is a science lab featuring Steve
Spangler experiments.
This item is available for use in the Resource Center only.
Groups interested in an opportunity to carefully preview
resources before purchase can bring groups to the resource
center to review this kit.

Dare to Dream: Creating a God-Sized
Mission Statement for Your Life

6- session DVD study
In this inspiring resource by popular author
and UMC pastor Mike Slaughter, participants are led
through a method to help participants explore God’s
dream for their lives, drawing both from the Bible and a
lifetime experience of ministry. Video segments are nine
minutes or less, and there is a downloadable leader’s
guide with session plans and discussion questions as
well as multiple format options. The study is specifically
directed at helping individuals find their own mission,
but could be helpful as congregations understand their
mission as well.

Journey 101: Knowing, Loving, and
Serving God

6-session DVD study
Three related, 6-session studies help
participants explore the questions of how can we know,
love, and serve God in life changing ways. Session
segments range in length from 14 to 16 minutes in
length. Each segment has a built in pause for discussion
at three points. While the DVD segments could be
used as a stand-alone resource, participant and leader
guides available through a variety of sources (including
Amazon) would significantly enrich the studies.

Listen: Praying in a Noisy World

6-session DVD study
The DVD offers short (under 11 minute)
reflections that guide both individuals and groups to
learn how to listen for, understand, and follow God’s
guidance and direction. Used in conjunction with
the Listen Prayer Guide and supported by the Leader
Guide, this would be a deeply empowering study on
personal and communal prayer growing out of daily
scripture reading, reflective listening, and spiritual
nudging.
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Meeting God in Mark: Reflections for
the Season of Lent

By Rowan Williams
This slender volume explores the central meaning
of Mark’s gospel for beginners curious about the Bible
who want to learn more as well as those who have read
the book many times before but seek a fresh light on
this earliest of the gospels. Not only are there reflection
questions for each chapter that would promote excellent
discussion, but there is a suggested Lenten guide for use
with daily readings and special Sunday reflections.

Forgiveness: A Lenten Study

By Marjorie Thompson
Forgiving others and asking forgiveness are
central disciplines for all Christian believers. As author
Thompson points out in the Introduction, “Forgiveness
is the healing stream flowing out of the crucified Christ
over a world that does not know how desperately it
needs its healing.” Using examples from scripture and
real life, the author has created a wonderful exploration
of this important theme. An excellent guide for leaders,
complete with questions, is included. Moving through
a process that includes self-examination, getting a new
mind, embracing freedom, and beginning again in
reconciliation and restoration, this is an excellent study
for ANY season of the year.

Rhythms of Worship: The Planning and
Practice of Liturgy

By John Stevens and Michael Waschevski
This excellent, clear study can help shape
conversation and planning of intentional liturgical
formation for both pastors and worship committees. The
brevity of each of the 14 chapters make it an excellent
candidate for study by worship committees as they seek
to better understand the church seasons as well as the
ordinary flow of service. Questions for reflection could
be enormously helpful for those who want to move out
of the “we have always done it that way” rut and engage
worship planning as a joyful and life-giving exercise on
behalf of the people of God who will gather for worship.

Helping Teenagers in Crisis

4-session DVD resource
How do we recognize the signs that our youth
might be in crisis? This resource is designed to help
youth workers recognize and respond to crisis without
adding more drama of their own. From fighting to sexual
abuse to eating disorders – when teenagers experience
tragedies or emergencies, the guidance volunteers
receive in this 4-session training will equip them to
understand and respond in the most helpful and healthy
ways possible. Segments include Understanding Crisis,
Spotting Crisis, Responding to Crisis, and Preventing
Crisis in Your Group.

New Covenant

Explanation of Proposed Amendments

workers and volunteers, how to implement mandatory training, simple rules
involving transportation, adult/youth/child ratios, minimum age requirements
of volunteers, facility security and safety, etc. It is important to understand in
developing these policies that these policies and procedures are completely
separate from sexual misconduct policies, and there is a need to differentiate
between these resources and policies. It is the church’s responsibility to provide
a safe, thriving and nurturing environment for children and youth, and we must
take seriously how our faith informs this responsibility.
14-D. Minimum Composition of a Presbytery – On Amending G-3.0301
(Item 06-06)
Shall the second paragraph of G-3.0301 of the Form of Government be
amended as follows?
The minimum composition of a presbytery is ten duly constituted sessions and
ten teaching elders, unless an exception is approved by its synod and the General
Assembly giving consideration to the responsibilities assigned to presbyteries in
G-3.01 and G-3.03.
Rationale: Of the 173 presbyteries in the PC(USA), 30 presbyteries have 30
or fewer churches. Of those, 3 are racial ethnic and 3 are east of the Mississippi
River, leaving 24 of the smallest presbyteries in the PC(USA) in the western
United States where the distances between churches is often measured in hours
and presbytery boundaries include entire states. The Comparative Statistics 2012
of the PC(USA) shows 67 percent of our congregations have fewer than 150
members and 75 percent have fewer than 200 members. We are a denomination
of small churches and vital ministries in the locations where we are planted;
where history and connectionalism meet in faithful congregations as they have
for hundreds of years. The representation of small churches and presbyteries is
vital to the direction and sustainability of the PC(USA) now and into the future.
The representation of small presbyteries at the synod and General Assembly level
is a necessary and responsible voice to and with the denomination.
14-E. Interreligious Stance – On Amending G-5.0102 (07-02,
Recommendation 2)
Shall G-5.0102 of the Form of Government be amended as follows?
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) at all levels seeks new will be open to and will
seek opportunities for conversation and understanding respectful dialogue and
mutual relationships with non-Christian entities and persons from other religious
[entities] traditions. It does this in the faith that the church of Jesus Christ, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, is a sign and means of God’s intention for the wholeness
of all humankind and all creation.
Rationale: This proposed amendment originated from The General Assembly
Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations (GACEIR) as part of
their recommendations to the 221st General Assembly (2014) to approve the
policy statement, The Interreligious Stance of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
14-F. Marriage – On Amending W-4.900 (Item 10-02)
Shall W-4.900 of the Directory for Worship be amended by striking the current
text and replaced with the following?
Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for the well-being of the entire
human family. Marriage involves a unique commitment between two people,
traditionally a man and a woman, to love and support each other for the rest of
their lives. The sacrificial love that unites the couple sustains them as faithful and
responsible members of the church and the wider community.
In civil law, marriage is a contract that recognizes the rights and obligations of the
married couple in society. In the Reformed tradition, marriage is also a covenant
in which God has an active part, and which the community of faith publicly

witnesses and acknowledges.
If they meet the requirements of the civil jurisdiction in which they intend to
marry, a couple may request that a service of Christian marriage be conducted
by a teaching elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), who is authorized,
but not required, to act as an agent of the civil jurisdiction in recording the
marriage contract. A couple requesting a service of Christian marriage shall
receive instruction from the teaching elder, who may agree to the couple’s request
only if, in the judgment of the teaching elder, the couple demonstrate sufficient
understanding of the nature of the marriage covenant and commitment to living
their lives together according to its values. In making this decision, the teaching
elder may seek the counsel of the session, which has authority to permit or deny the
use of church property for a marriage service.
The marriage service shall be conducted in a manner appropriate to this covenant
and to the forms of Reformed worship, under the direction of the teaching elder
and the supervision of the session (W-1.4004-.4006). In a service of marriage,
the couple marry each other by exchanging mutual promises. The teaching elder
witnesses the couple’s promises and pronounces God’s blessing upon their union.
The community of faith pledges to support the couple in upholding their promises;
prayers may be offered for the couple, for the communities that support them, and
for all who seek to live in faithfulness.
A service of worship recognizing a civil marriage and confirming it in the
community of faith may be appropriate when requested by the couple. The service
will be similar to the marriage service except that the statements made shall reflect
the fact that the couple is already married to one another according to the laws of
the civil jurisdiction.
Nothing herein shall compel a teaching elder to perform nor compel a session to
authorize the use of church property for a marriage service that the teaching elder
or the session believes is contrary to the teaching elder’s or the session’s discernment
of the Holy Spirit and their understanding of the Word of God.”
Rationale: The PC(USA) has a long history of working for social justice and
equal rights for all people. PC(USA) churches throughout the denomination
are seeking to be inclusive, welcoming communities of Christian faith and are
committed to honoring diversity and promoting peace, health, and justice
in personal relationship, church, community, and the world. We have a long
history of struggling with issues of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender
(GLBT) equality; working within the structure and standard of the PC(USA)
and also taking actions of ecclesiastical defiance when our conscience leads
them to believe the teachings of Jesus require such actions. As requested by
the 220th General Assembly, many churches have been studying the issue of
marriage equality both in the pulpit and through adult education classes. Many
in the PC(USA) believe that the teachings of Jesus call for radical inclusion
of all people and that the actions of Jesus, passed down in Scripture, showed
unconditional love and equality for all people. Many believe that God created
each of us with many differences, including sexual preferences, and that those
differences are to be celebrated as part of the creative plan of God. Support of
marriage equality is consistent with our faith tradition. The covenant of marriage
requires love and commitment; qualities that are in no way gender specific.
The proposed amendments and complete rationales and advice given
are available by download from http://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-councilministries/constitutional-services/constitution/#boo
The marriage study recommended by the 220th General Assembly
(2012) is available on the presbytery website: http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.
org/files/forms/filecabinet/Resources_Congregations_ChristianMarriage.pdf
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2015

calendar

March 4 & 5

Board of Pensions Workshops
Presbytery Center
Houston, TX

what’s happening …

upcoming events and gatherings

March 6-7

March 19

Fresh Elastic for Stretched-Out
Educators
Presbytery Center
Houston, TX

March 20

Records and Archives – David
Staniumas
Back to the Future – Gradye Parsons
Presbytery Center
Houston, TX

March 21

Presbytery Meeting
St. Philip PC
Houston, TX

March 27-29

Young Adults Retreat
Cho-Yeh
Livingston, TX

April 14-16

Clergy Retreat
Camp Allen
Navasota, TX

April 18

PW Spring Gathering
St. Philip PC
Houston, TX

April 28-30

Faithwalking
Cenacle Retreat Center
Houston, TX

March 19

An invitation from

Presbyterian Historical Society
of the Southwest

The annual meeting of the Presbyterian
Historical Society of the Southwest will be held at the
First PC, Tulsa, March 6-7. Friday afternoon’s events
will include free workshops on capturing, storing, and
maintaining church histories; constructing historical
displays; and using art and architecture to further a
church’s faith stories. The dinner Friday night will
highlight the history of First church in the Tulsa
community. Dinner costs $10 per person.
Saturday morning will feature presentation
papers by the Rev. Dr. Jeff Francis (The Return of the
Light; The Ministry of Sharp Chapel at the University
of Tulsa), Mr. Greg Olds (Spreading the Gospel in
Indian Territory; the Rev. F. F. Dobson and Anna
Truan Dobson), and Dr. Al Turner (How Presbyterians
Brought the Church to Oklahoma But Lost the State).
Following the Saturday morning lectures docents will
lead tours of the magnificent new stained glass windows
in the main sanctuary which portray key events in the
Biblical narratives. There is no charge to attend the
lectures, but registration is encouraged. You may register
at http://www.firstchurchtulsa.org then click on the
“Event Calendar” tab and go to the month of March.
For additional information, call Mr. Bill Wiles at
918-607-2309.

June 14-20

March 20

June 18-21

Two ‘don’t-miss’ programs
at the Presbytery Center

Presbytery Youth Mission Trip
Project Homecoming
New Orleans, LA
PW Churchwide Gathering
Minneapolis, MN

Congregational Ministries Publishing is
excited to introduce Growing in Grace & Gratitude,
a new curriculum for children’s ministry. Candace
Hill, Coordinator for Educational Ministries from the
PC(USA) offices, will be the guest and presenter at
the next gathering of Fresh Elastic for Stretched-out
Educators Thursday, March 19, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.,
at the Presbytery Center, 1110 Lovett Blvd. Catalogues
and samples of the curriculum will be handed out.
The curriculum will be available to preorder in spring,
download or ship in July, and use beginning with the
2015 fall quarter.
If you are a volunteer, paid staff person, teaching
elder, or just curious, you are invited!
Catch the excitement of Growing in Grace & Gratitude
with children!
Lunch will be served, complete with beverage
and dessert. This session will be facilitated by folks with
a seasoned heart for education. Please feel free to contact
any one of them if you have questions.
Jo Ann Currie (jscurrie51@yahoo.com)
Connie Nyquist (lnyquist@sbcglobal.net)
Kim Shrull (kshrull@earthlink.net)
Anne Wilson (anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com )
Your RSVP will assist our planning. Please send
replies to anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com by Monday
morning, March 16.

July 2-5

Youth Multi-Cultural Conference

July 5-9

Jr. High Jubilee
Mo-Ranch
Hunt, TX

July 18

Presbytery Meeting
Woodlands Community
The Woodlands,, TX

July 18-25

CEDEPCA/Presbytery Trip
Guatemala

The Presbyterian Historical Society will offer two opportunities Friday afternoon, March
20 at the Presbytery Center, 1110 Lovett Blvd. From 1:30-3:00 p.m. David Staniunas, Records
Archivist, will lead a workshop on preserving historical records, “Records and Archives in the
Digital Age.” Then from 4:00-5:30 p.m. Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk of the PC(USA) will speak.
His talk, “Back to the Future,” will offer insights and perspective on our denomination.
	David’s workshop will give New Covenant churches a wonderful opportunity to become
familiar with the importance and how-to of preserving church records – both print and digital.
Gradye’s talk will be of interest to anyone interested in knowing about the future of the Presbyterian
Church and the work it is doing in the world today.
	Due to space limitations, please RSVP to Patricia Brantley at the Presbyterian Center,
pbrantley@pbyofnewcovenant. org (713-526-2585) by Wednesday, March 18.

David Staniunas

Gradye will also preach first thing Saturday morning of presbytery meeting at St. Philip PC.
Gradye Parsons
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what’s happening …

upcoming events and gatherings

April 6-8

Participants in “Changing Church Systems,” a Beyond the Walls
workshop, will learn how to help lead for change within a congregation
during times of anxiety and the looming unknown future. The workshop
will be held at Austin Presbyterian Seminary April 6-8.
Participants will develop deeper insight into systems
resistant to change and discover how they can be agents of
transformation, even if they are not the senior pastor. They
will develop deeper insight into why it is hard to bring
change to entrenched systems, even when people in the
system understand that change is needed.
Peter Steinke
	Dr. Pete Steinke, who initiated the “Healthy
Congregations” program, will offer a way into being a leader for change
within a congregation. His framework builds on four ideas:
• Change in an Emotional System
• Paddling in the Swamp
• The New World for an Old Tradition
• After the Enlightenment, the Laundry
For more information and to register, go to https://www.
austinseminary.edu/page.cfm?p=3024, Beyond the Walls Workshops

April 28-30

April 18

Presbytery Presbyterian Women invites all women
to this year’s Spring Gathering. It will be held Saturday,
April 18, 9:30 a.m. at St. Philip PC, Houston.
You know Calvin, Luther, and Knox. You might have heard
of Zwingli, Hus, and Bucer. But, do you know the amazing stories of
Marie Dentière, Katharina Von Bora, or Marguerite de Navarre? Come
learn hidden stories of courage and faith about women who shaped the
Protestant Reformation. They have much to teach us about leading lives of
courageous faith in our own seasons of transformation.
Keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Rose E. Niles, who is the Development
Officer in the Houston area representing Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, will reveal to us,
“The Hidden Women of the Protestant Reformation.”
Dr. Niles comes to New Covenant from almost
seven years as Associate for Theological Education
and Seminary Relations for the Committee on
Theological Education and the Presbyterian Mission
Agency in Louisville, KY. The Rev. Keatan King,
Associate Pastor at St. Philip PC, will lead worship.
Rose Niles
	Details about mission opportunities, schedule,
registration, meals, and child care can be found on the presbytery website,
(www.pbyofnewcovenant.org – click on Ministries on the top of the
homepage). Registration deadline is Saturday, April 11, 2015.
All women, regardless of whether in PW or not, are invited to
attend this inspirational program which promises to enrich women of all
ages in all walks of life of life.

April 26

Pastors spend all their waking hours and perhaps some of their
sleeping ones working with and on behalf of their parishoners in the hope
of helping them go deep into their spiritual lives. Sometimes, though, they
need to take a brief ‘time out’ to renew and restore their own faith lives.
The Professional Life Subcommittee on Ministry is pleased to
present such an opportunity Tues., Apr. 28, 2:30 p.m. to Thurs., Apr. 30,
12:30 p.m. at the Cenacle Retreat Center, 420 N. Kirkwood Dr., Houston.
Faithwalking is an overnight retreat for pastors that follows a rhythm of
hearing presentations on missional living, spending time in solitude, and
sharing experiences in a small group setting. Register
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/faithwalking-tickets-15427916313

You are invited to attend the
All British Choral Concert on Sunday,
April 26, 7:00 p.m. at Memorial Drive
PC, Houston. The MDPC Sanctuary
Choir and Orchestra will present the
U.S. premiere of Howard Goodall’s Every
Purpose Under Heaven (The King James
Bible Oratorio). The evening concert will
also include Serenade to Music by Ralph
Vaughan Williams and Te Deum by Karl
Jenkins. There is no charge.
Howard Goodall
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Family and friends of TE Douglas Brown Finch, HR – Doug died December 8,
2014. He formerly served in New Covenant Presbytery as pastor of Timber
Ridge PC (now Alden Bridge PC) in The Woodlands.
Family and friends of RE Connie Sabom, Memorial Drive PC, Houston –
Connie died December 30, 2014. She and her husband were founding members
of MDPC.
Pastor Ebenezer Boateng, Presbyterian Church of the Redeemer NWC, Houston.
Ebenezer’s mother, Mary Boateng, died January 10, 2014, in Ghana.
Family and friends of RE Eleanor Stevens Vaughan, First PC, Angleton - Eleanor
died January 2015.
Family and friends of RE Red Olander – Red died January 13, 2015. He was a
former member of Pines PC, Houston, chair of the Committee on Ministry in
New Covenant, and a moderator of Synod of the Sun.

RE Russell Holder, First PC, Houston – Russ’ wife Dorothy died January 15, 2015,
after 71 years of marriage.
Family and friends of RE Leland “Lee” Murphree, St. Philip PC, Houston –
Lee died January 18, 2015.
Family and friends of RE John A. Mawhinney, Jr., First Presbyterian, Houston
– John, son of a Presbyterian Pastor, died January 19, 2015, at age 95. In
addition to his service to the church, he served on the boards of Holly Hall
Retirement Community and Brazos Presbyterian Homes. He is survived by his
wife, Lucy McLeod Mawhinney.
Family and friends of RE John S. Eaton, John Knox PC, Houston – John died
January 20, 2015, at age 96.
Family and friends of the Rev. Dr. Robert Kwik, HR – Bob died February 15, 2015.

Family and friends of RE Mary Jane Goff, St. Andrew’s PC, Houston – Mary Jane
died January 14, 2015.

HR = Honorably Retired | TE = Teaching Elder (Rev.) | RE = Ruling Elder | NWC = New Worshiping Community
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