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General Assembly meets June 14-21, 2014
Commissioned during the March presbytery
meeting at Korean Central PC, Houston (l to r):
TE Jackie Hannan, Atascocita;
TE Sam Jun, Pines, Houston;
RE Jody Harrington, MDPC, Houston;
RE Nancy Penney, First, Conroe;
RE Ann Hardy, St. John’s, Houston;
YAAD Clay Shupak, First, Lufkin;
RE John Hathaway, Woodlands Community;
TE Steve Oglesbee, Clear Lake, Houston;
RE Forbes Baker, Westminster, Houston.
Not pictured: RE Dan Alexander, Waverly
and Trinity and TE Helen DeLeon, Webster.

By Lynn Hargrove, New Covenant Stated Clerk

INSIDE

Detroit … what do you think
of when you hear “Detroit”? As one
who grew up in the 70s, I think of
good music, especially MOTOWN
and the abundance of artists and
their influence on the culture. I think
of MOTOR CITY and the cars my
family drove (lots of Pontiacs!). I
think of successful sports teams – the
Lions, Tigers, and Red Wings. But I
also think of the images of abandoned
buildings and the story of a city that
has gone bankrupt. I, for one, was not
excited to hear that the 221st General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
U.S.A. was going to be in Detroit.
However after a visit, my impressions
changed. I found beautiful buildings,
good restaurants, and a diverse
downtown area that reflects the
heritage of the city – Greektown,
Poletown, Mexicantown, Corktown.

Perhaps you’re wondering
what happens at General Assembly?
It is the biennial business meeting
of the PC(USA) where hundreds
of commissioners
(equal number of
Ruling Elders and
Teaching Elders) will
be making decisions
on overtures that have
been presented to shape the work
of our Church into the future. Our
presbytery has ten commissioners,
chosen from large churches and small,
representing diversity in age, gender,
ethnicity, and theology.
On the first day of the
meeting (Saturday), commissioners
will have the opportunity to meet
the candidates for moderator of GA.
That evening, each candidate will have
address the gathering and answer

questions. Then the voting will begin.
How is the moderator elected?
At this point, there are three who
are running for moderator: Heath
Rada, John Wilkinson, and Kelly
Allen. Heath Rada is a ruling elder
from North Carolina, where he is
retired as CEO of the Richmond, VA,
chapter of the American Red Cross.
He also served as the president of
the Presbyterian School of Christian
Education (PSCE, now Union
Seminary). John Wilkinson is a
teaching elder from Rochester, New
York, where he has served as pastor
of Third Presbyterian Church since
2001. Kelly Allen is a teaching elder
who serves as pastor of University
Presbyterian Church in San
Antonio.
There are usually multiple
ballots cast until there is a winner.

That person, and their vice moderator
choice, will run the meetings for
the week. Through the coming year,
they will represent the PC(USA) at
functions around the country and the
world.
What are some of the hot
topics for this year’s assembly?
As of this writing, there are 67
overtures before the assembly. Some
recommend changes to the various
parts of the Book of Order, while
others call us to social justice in
areas such as gun violence, Middle
East peace, divesting from fossil fuel
companies, and providing trauma
crisis counseling for survivors of
homicide victims. There are multiple
overtures on marriage and the role of
the church. The overtures are posted
on the presbytery’s website (www.
pbyofnewcovenant.org) in “Our
Filing Cabinet” in the folder, General
Assembly 2014 materials.
General Assembly continues on Page 3
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I have history with dentists.
Don’t get me wrong. I really like and
respect my dentist and actually have
always had positive feelings toward
dentists. But I still have history, and
a lot of it. So, it was no great surprise
when I turned up with a toothache.
I dutifully made my appointment,
had x-rays, and waited for Dr. Mike
Morris to break the bad news (that’s
part of my history).
I have known Mike for
nearly twenty years, dating
back to my days in the
Golden Triangle. He is a
Ruling Elder and we have
had many conversations about my
role as General Presbyter (at least
he conversed with me while I had a
numb mouth). At any rate, Mike came
back with the x-ray results and said,
“I’ve checked the x-rays and there is
nothing wrong that I can
see.” And then he paused
and said, with a smile,
“Have you been under any
extra stress lately?” We
both had to laugh because he knew
all too well the trials and tribulations
of my ministry in the last several
months. I looked at him quizzically
(sort of like the RCA Victor dog from
the ads in the 60s), and he continued,
“You are clenching your jaw because
of the stress. That is causing your
tooth to hurt. If you don’t want your
tooth to hurt, unclench your jaw.” I
followed Mike’s advice and within a
day my tooth no longer hurt.

It always amazes me how
interconnected our body systems are.
I used to scoff at acupuncture until
I discovered that sometimes when I
touch a certain point on my leg, I got
a twinge in my back; or I could pinch
a spot on my arm and feel pain in my
neck. My dentist’s advice reminded
me that I have to pay attention to my
whole self and not assume that pain is
necessarily coming from the place that
hurts.
I clenched because I was
under stress. I was under stress
because I wanted more control over
that which stressed me. I wanted more
control because I thought I had the
answers. I thought I had the answers
because I wasn’t confident enough
in the answers God would provide
in God’s own time. Do you see how
things almost always lead back to
matters of faith?
It appears to me that there is
a lot of jaw clenching these days and
much of it relates to our unwillingness
to allow God’s will to work itself out.
We have become such high control
people in our daily lives that we
assume we can control other people
and situations that are beyond our
control. The reality and paradox is
that we have very little control in life
and the more we try to control, the
more out-of-control our lives become.
I admit that when it comes to
the church, I have control issues (Ellie
would probably say it’s not just in the
church!) I like to think of myself as

flexible and permission-giving, but
when I’m under stress, my controlfreak-self emerges and invariably
gets me in trouble. One thing I have
to remind myself is that as much
as I love the church, God loves her
vastly more. I don’t get to be God’s
consultant on plans for the world, the
church, or even my life. However, I do
get to be God’s partner (a very junior
partner!) in those plans. Even that is a
privilege.
My role as a partner in God’s
creative work with the church is to
clench less, smile more, and trust
most. So, if you really want to know
how I’m handling my stress, ask how
my tooth is.
In Christ,

Send changes of address to:
Patricia Brantley
pbrantley@pbyofnewcovenant.org
The Presbytery of New Covenant
www.pbyofnewcovenant.org

Connections deadline
Mark your calendars now for the next 2014 copy deadline for Connections
The next Connections copy deadline is Wednesday, June 11, for the July/August issue. Please send articles
and photos to Helen Wolf at any time hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org.
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General Assembly

Clerk’s Corner

Continued from page 1
How does the assembly do its
work? Commissioners are assigned
to one of fifteen committees that will
discuss their assigned overtures and
make recommendations for action to
the plenary (all of the commissioners
meeting together).
Overtures begin with a
passionate person in a congregation
advocating the larger church to take
some sort of action. After approval
by the church session, the overture
is then sent to the presbytery for
its approval. For example, Overture
22, “On Supporting Middle East
Peacemaking,” started with someone
from Covenant PC in College Station
who has been involved in our local
Presbyterian-Jewish dialogues.
Overtures must have concurrence
from at least one other presbytery
in order to be considered by a
committee.
The fifteen committees
will meet Sunday through Tuesday.
Commissioners then meet in plenary,
beginning Wednesday, to hear the

THANK YOU!!!

reports of the fifteen committees.
Their work must conclude by
Saturday, June 21.
How can you learn about
what’s going on? There will be live
streaming of many of the meetings
on the internet. The business of the
assembly will be updated continually
on www.pc-biz.org. Certainly prayer
is in order as this assembly considers
matters that will affect the future of
the church. Notes of encouragement
can be written to the commissioners.
Please send these to Lynn Hargrove
at the Presbytery Office, 1110 Lovett,
Houston, TX 77006. If you are
interested in being considered for
service as a future commissioner,
please communicate that to the
presbytery’s nominating committee.
If you should have questions,
contact Lynn Hargrove, Mike Cole,
or Mary Marcotte. You refer to The
Presbyterian Outlook website, http://
pres-outlook.org/ for balanced
reporting before, during, and after the
assembly.

.

Note from Caressa..

“You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us.” 			
2 Corinthians 9:11

On behalf of the young people of our presbytery, I sincerely thank
you for your generosity and support. You graciously responded to our pleas
for financial contributions to provide opportunities for youth to experience
God’s love and strengthen their faith in Christ.
In the month of February, our Presbytery’s Youth Council (PYCC),
comprised of 60 high school youth and eighteen adults, led two weekend
retreats called “Conclaves” for the youth groups of our presbytery. There
were 450 junior and senior high youth and adults in attendance from
35 congregations. Three of these churches were new to the Conclaves
experience: Pathways PC, Iglesia Latina PC, San Pablo+Trinity PC. Thanks
to private donors, we were able to scholarship six youth from these churches
to attend.
Recognizing the need for more students to participate in
transformative opportunities like this, you again responded by giving
generously at the March 22 presbytery meeting to establish a scholarship
fund for youth to participate in presbytery-related youth events. The offering
totaled $2,977! Thank you! Churches and individuals may contribute to this
scholarship fund throughout the year by sending a check to the presbytery,
designated for PYCC scholarships.
Participants at this year’s Conclaves engaged in a mission project
in conjunction with Kids Against Hunger. Between the two weekends,
the participants packaged 55,080 meals to be sent to Livingston, TX and
Guatemala. Thanks again to the donations of churches and individuals, our
Presbytery’s Youth Council raised the $10,000, needed to fund this project.
Our hearts are filled with gratitude and thanksgiving for your generosity and
support of our presbytery’s youth ministry.

By Rev. Lynn Hargrove
Stated Clerk,
Presbytery of New Covenant

I love to hear a good story! Sometimes they encourage me,
sometimes they make me question, and sometimes they just make me feel
good. I am a sucker for the kind of story where it all works out in the end.
Chick flicks, rom-coms, or even the “blow up the bad guys to save the world”
stories somehow lead me to ask deeper questions about relationships while
leaving me with hope.
I heard some good stories at our recent session records review.
These were stories of changing the cultures of existing churches and the
good results that can come. Faith PC in Baytown has begun a new “open
mic” night on Wednesdays as well as a mid-week worship. They are using
“Faith Flocks” to help with the communication in the church. They had
fifteen people trained as Lay Chaplains last year, and report an “unbelievable”
year of service. How is this changing the culture? They are becoming more
welcoming and personal, with a positive atmosphere that has members
seeking new ways to serve and to enhance their worship experience. This
new community awareness and outreach has helped them to add eighteen
new members in the past year.
Pioneer PC in Beaumont is conducting “Treasure Hunts” where
people are going out into the community to pray for individuals as they find
needs. The “Cleansing Stream Ministries” partners pastors and churches in
teaching and training leaders in a twelve-week program and then they are
sent to minister and disciple.
The members of Clear Lake PC in Houston are working
to “Embrace every person, Empower every life, and Engage every
neighborhood.” This new focus has helped shape every aspect of their
ministry. Their congregation offers Missional Grants to individual members
to help support ministry in the community. New outreach includes working
with Clear Lake High School and with the Youth Detention Facility in
Dickinson.
Seventy-five people from St. John’s PC in Houston have participated
in “Unbinding the Heart” which has led to a fresh vision. They also
recommend “The Good and Beautiful” discipleship series by J. B. Smith.
They are looking forward to the opening of the PCHAS single parent
duplexes, which has attracted nine new members during their construction.
They will be preparing a new community garden on a portion of their
large property. They were able to purchase an Ark of Animals from Heifer,
International with funds raised from their Living Gift Market.
At St. James PC in LaPorte, the prayers of four strong women are
changing the culture. They recently adopted some apartments where church
members have moved, are sending meals where needed, and are exploring
how they can do more. They raised $1000 for Habitat for Humanity and
provided Christmas gifts for an eight-year-old through Child Advocates.
They collected a “love offering” for a woman who had a recent surgery for
throat cancer.
These congregations range in size from 35 to 1000. I am excited
to hear how they are “growing congregations that passionately engage their
community to make disciples”. I would love to hear your stories, too, as you
catch the vision to “be the change you want to see”1 in your community!
1attributed to Mahatma Gandhi
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Mary’s Musings
By Mary Marcotte

Associate General Presbyter,
Presbytery of New Covenant

		
Here in Texas, as in other states across the country,
conversations about standardized testing and outcome-based testing
are part of the ongoing conversation in secular education. Some would
suggest this is the only way to get rid of ineffective teachers; wonderfully
creative teachers complain that they feel constrained to teach to the test
as opposed to nurturing the particular students with particular needs
and gifts who make up their classrooms. Not surprisingly, some of these
conversations are going on in our churches as well as we try to evaluate
effectiveness in Christian education.
I’m all in favor of a focused intentionality on faith formation
for all age groups in the church. Yet the question of what we will
understand as “success” is complicated. To paraphrase a bit of wisdom
I’ve heard, going to Sunday school (or church) no more makes you a
Christian than going to McDonald’s makes you a hamburger. If we take
the command to make disciples seriously, we cannot simply rely upon
contact hours or consumption of the facts of faith. This is in part why
I have come to use the term Christian Formation as opposed to simply
Christian Education. How are we being formed in Christ individually
and corporately? What are the practices that make a difference – and is
it even possible to measure transformation?
This stuff of making disciples is far more than simply facts of
faith that are being learned, cherry picked scriptures that are memorized
out of context, or a faith that is limited to the “do good, be good”
thinking of moral therapeutic deism. Character building is a symptom
of a deep relationship with the divine, not just an end into itself.
There have been a couple of entries across the blogosphere
recently that I believe offer healthy and helpful measures on which we
can begin to measure effectiveness. Rebecca Kirkpatrick is a PC(USA)
pastor who serves a congregation in South Bend, IN, and is also the
mother of a 9-year-old son. Her blog, www.breadnotstones.com, offers
helpful insight on critical biblical narratives, worship education, living
in an interfaith world – and more. These measures and lists helpfully
differentiate what we should know from what we do because of what we
know.
The category of “what we should know” could often be answered
just by looking at the scope and sequence of the curriculum currently
used by your congregation. Unfortunately, most congregations rarely
stick with any one curriculum long enough – and across age groups
– for a clear pattern to emerge. (And when your Christian Education
Committee chose curriculum, did they do so based on the stories that
would be taught or because of cool graphics, snazzy videos, or the
marketing flyer that was mass mailed to your congregation?)
Because I believe that congregational worship is formative to
the faith of children, youth and adults, I appreciate both the content
of Theresa Cho’s blog “Still Waters” and her generosity in sharing
her wonderfully creative ideas. I make certain that I follow www.
theresaecho.com. Here are ideas that can be gleaned for personal or
congregational use, in homes or churches.
My list would not be complete if I did not add “Vibrant Faith
at Home” to the list. Subscribe to their updates for timely links to
articles that offer excellent, simple suggestions for addressing needs and
questions at each age and stage of life.
continued on the right
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Community
News
Relational Discipleship: Our hunger
for meaningful relationships
By TE Gayle Grubbs, member of General Council

Robert E. Hall, author of This
Land of Strangers, and Ruling Elder
of the Canyon Creek Presbyterian
Church in Dallas,
presented a timely,
informative,
and motivating
keynote address
about “Relational
Discipleship”
at the March
Robert Hall
presbytery
meeting. Robert Hall is a noted
author, consultant, and speaker on
relationships. He is co-founder and
CEO of a management firm with
offices around the world.
Providing compelling statistics
from many sources describing our
contemporary situation in which we
flee from relationships at home and at
work, in politics and in faith, Robert
Hall laments that transient customers
are served by transient employees,
overseen by transient managers
of companies owned by transient

shareholders. He identifies Extreme
Consumerism and Worship at the
Altar of Technology as the root causes
of the decline in relationships.
Relational Leadership is the
remedy for reversing our decline in
meaningful relationships, said Robert
Hall. He recommends that we make
relationship strategies an intentional
priority. When we practice relational
leadership, we create communities
that invite and honor the giftedness
of everyone. In order to build strong
relationship infrastructure, families
should sing, read, play, and eat
together. We should embrace the
small and local community to create
relationships of togetherness as
opposed to separation and loneliness.
When we respond to our
God-created hunger for meaningful
relationships by following Jesus’ Great
Commandment to love God and our
neighbor as ourselves, we will realize
our most valuable, tangible, and
hopeful God-given relationships.

The season is upon us when Christian Education teams will be thinking
about curriculum for summer and the next school year. This is my challenge
to you: How will you be making your decisions? What will feed the growing
faith of those under your care? What stories and practices are omitted and will
have to be supplemented by teachers? What is the importance of the particular
stories lifted up by the curriculum in shaping not only the biblical literacy but
the theological reflection of the learner? How are families being equipped to
nurture their children’s knowledge and practice? How are youth and adults
being drawn closer to God and helped to address the particular issues of their
lives?
This is important stuff. Should you need a conversation partner, I’d
love to help. Give me a call or shoot me an email to arrange a visit by phone or
in person. But start the conversation where you are with this simple question
which will have wonderfully diverse answers: How will we know we are
equipping and challenging our people of all ages to grow in the way of Christ?
What does this look like at 5 and 8, and 18 and 38 and 58 and 80?
(Note: Mary will be traveling throughout most of the month of May, but will
be ready to take on conversations and consultations in June.)

&

Highlights

‘You wanna go where everybody
knows your name’
By TE Patricia Clark, Postlude Reporter

Walking to the pulpit
to the theme song of the sitcom
“Cheers,” General Presbyter Mike
Cole gave a rousing State of the
Presbytery address to commissioners
attending the March 22nd meeting
at Korean Central Presbyterian
Church. Building on the keynote
theme that stressed the importance
of relationships, Mike said, “Our
relationships speak louder than our
words about our integrity and our
intentions.”
As evidence, Mike cited seven
different mission trips involving more
than a hundred Presbyterians headed
for Peru this summer. He praised
the Jewish Presbyterian Dialogue
initiative for helping create a position
for a Peacemaking Associate in the
Middle East, a vibrant Presbyterian
Youth Connection Council, and
an expanded Outreach budget
supporting a broader spectrum of
mission.
Mike also pointed to a firstever sponsorship of a free Night at the
Children’s Museum. No fund raising,
no speeches, no presentations, no
ulterior motives - just a time to build
relationships!
The general presbyter
admitted there have been some
relational difficulties: “We’ve
dismissed our seventh congregation
today, and we have one more still in
process of discerning. That hurts this
part of the body of Christ.” Even so,
he stressed that there has been a silver

lining. “I’m proud of us for claiming
the high ground of being gracious
with our brothers and sisters who
seek different mindedness. I’m proud
of us for building bridges rather than
burning them!”
“What we will be doing
together is discovering together what
kind of vibrant presbytery God wants
us to be by listening carefully, very
carefully to what the Spirit is saying
through our smallest congregations
all the way to our largest ones,” said
Mike. Three staff members, including
Mike himself, Mary Marcotte, and
Forbes Baker, plan to retire in the last
half of 2016. “As much as we would
love to put our hand prints all over
it, we recognize that a new path will
require new leadership unimpeded by
prior leadership. Isn’t even that a great
testimony to the power of our trusting
relationships?”
In closing, Mike pointed
out that presbytery is all about
congregations and how together
more can be done than as individuals,
mission opportunities yet to be
discovered, deepening relationships
and spreading the influence of Jesus
Christ in the world. “It’s about
partnering with one another and
cheering each other on. It’s about
outdoing each other in grace and love.
It’s about being disciples.”
He closed, as he began, with
words from the “Cheers” theme song.
“There’s no place like home where
everyone knows your name.”

Name changed!

Check it out!

The congregation of the
formerly named Timber Ridge
Presbyterian Church has changed its
name to Alden Bridge Presbyterian
Church in The Woodlands.

Presbyterian Outlook has
launched a new website, completely
rebuilt to make it easier to find the
news and opinions that matter to you.
http://pres-outlook.org/

Making History Today
By Rev. Dr. James S. Currie

Executive Secretary,
Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest

“Being Part of History”
We were at the tail end of our trip. We had been to Stirling
where William Wallace had fought the English in 1297, to Iona where
Columba had come in 563 to evangelize Scotland, to Glencoe where
in 1692 the forces of King William II massacred members of the Clan
MacDonald, to Inverness, the capital of the Highlands, to St. Andrew’s
where John Knox had preached at Holy Trinity Church and Patrick
Hamilton and George Wishart were burned at the stake for their
Reformation beliefs, to Edinburgh where Knox preached at St. Giles
Cathedral.
As beautiful and as inspiring as those places this spring were,
it was meeting a tour guide in Edinburgh who was an elder in a small
Presbyterian congregation that transformed this trip from being
observers of history into being active participants in history.
In the course of our conversation she told me that her little
church, the Ratho Parish Church, located near the Edinburgh airport,
had celebrated its 750th anniversary in 1993. It was then that I realized
what an opportunity this was. In 2018 they will celebrate their 775th
anniversary. The church I serve will celebrate our 75th anniversary in
2015. Suddenly, we feel quite young! My friend suggested that our two
congregations become sister churches, so that we could enjoy an ongoing
relationship.
Recently, my new friend sent me an 11-page “history” of her
congregation. On the cover it reads “RATHO PARISH CHURCH
-- 1243-1993 -- A HISTORY”. At first, that simply did not compute.
1243? We find these words in the opening lines of the Introduction:
“On the 5th of May, 1243, David de Bernham, Bishop of St. Andrews,
consecrated a building on the site of the present Church and dedicated it
to St. Mary.”
Then the second paragraph begins: “Although 1243 is a long
time ago, it should be remembered that it was about “half time” between
the arrival of St. Ninian at Whithorn in 397 or the landing on Iona of
St. Columba in 563 and the present.”
And this woman was a part of the continuous witness to the
gospel of that church. Included with the history of this congregation was
a pamphlet that the Church of Scotland produced in an effort to reach
out to the unchurched. It is titled “Try Praying.”
As we make history today, we might do well not only to embrace
our history, but to realize, accept, and rejoice in the fact that we are
an active part of a story that began long ago and continues today. It is
a story of good news of the God who came to us in Jesus Christ and
continues to lead us into new experiences of reaching out to the world
with God’s love and grace.
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Synod of the Sun mission story:
Connecting, Equipping, Empowering
Two churches in El Paso, St.
Andrew and El Divino Salvador, feel
privileged to have received a CrossCultural grant from the Synod of the
Sun in order to bring in an intern,
Dori Hjalmarson, from San Francisco
Seminary. While Dori was born in
El Paso, she did not grow up there.
Since she is not Hispanic, she has
seen El Paso as providing her a great
opportunity to learn about ministry
on the border. She has been working
with the two churches, one where
worship is in English and the other
which is bilingual and 100% Hispanic.
She has worked under supervisor,
Rev. Jayne L. Ruiz, the bilingual
pastor of both congregations.
Dori helped to plan special
Christmas activities and other
activities such as the Fall Festival,
a young adult Bible study, and
Sunday school. She has preached
in both English and Spanish, sings

Treasures Found: A story of a small
membership church with big ministry
Participants in play.

with the Praise Team, and has
helped to complete a community
needs assessment. Special Lenten
and Easter celebrations are now
being planned. Dori has had
the opportunity to go out in the
neighborhoods door to door to
connect with people and has visited
ministries in Juarez, Mexico.
Special times of joy bring
people together. The Synod of the
Sun helps provide such opportunities
to learn and grow in ministry. These
congregations are members of Tres
Rios Presbytery.

PW Horizon Bible Study Overviews
Presbyterian Women
of New Covenant Presbytery
invites you to an overview of the
2014-2015 Horizons Bible Study,
Reconciling Paul: A Contemporary
Study of 2 Corinthians by Elizabeth
Hinson-Hasty. Mary Marcotte,
Associate General Presbyter of New
Covenant, will lead five overviews
for the PW Bible study July 25,

Aug. 1, 8, 22, and 23, throughout the
presbytery. All overviews are free.
Pre-registration is requested one
week prior to date. Details are now
posted on the presbytery website,
www.pbyofnewcovenant.org. Click
on Ministries, Presbyterian Women.
Watch for details in Tuesday Connect
and the July-August Connections.

A Cautionary Tale
Recent fires at First Presbyterian Church
Wharton and Heights Presbyterian, Houston, serve as a cautionary
tale for all churches. Is your church insurance up-to-date? Do you
know to contact the Presbytery office in the aftermath? Do you know
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance can provide trained, expert support
after all sorts of disasters? Do you have a congregational disaster plan?
Find helpful checklists of preparations specifically created for
small, mid-size, and large congregations on the presbytery website
(www.pbyofnewcovenant.org) in Our Filing Cabinet in the folder,
Disaster Preparedness and Assistance.
Don’t wait until after a disaster!

6 | New Covenant Connections, May/June 2014

Mission &

First Presbyterian Church, Wharton

This spring, members
of COM with help of others,
made a commitment to visit with
the leadership of our smallest
congregations in an effort to build
deeper and stronger relationships and
to celebrate the good ministry that is
going on in these churches with way
fewer than 100 members.
First Presbyterian Church
in Wharton is one of those
congregations and Debbie Cenko
is one of those pastors. Wharton
is a small community. Members of
the church speak of how the church
has repeatedly blessed them in
comfort in times of loss and illness
and kindness for life’s journey. Every
person in the room echoed how they
were blessed by FPCW being a true
family that showed a lot of love and
how the people in the church are
really there for each other. The sense
of community that this brings is a
blessing to them. While they take
their worship and service seriously,
laughter and fun are integral to their
shared life.
But that is not all. This church
that regularly worships with fewer
than 50 has a significant outreach into
the community. Here is just a short
list of ways they are blessing their
community:
• Members work with the local
schools:
IMPACT is a mentoring

program that started by mentoring
high school students, but it has now
expanded to elementary school. Open
to those students who qualify for free
or reduced lunch and who are in the
top 25% of their class, the program
was started to fulfill a dream of an
FPCW member to reach out to those
who are below poverty level, but who
show signs of promise and desire to
learn and grow.
Each August the church
hosts a luncheon for all of the new
schoolteachers in three surrounding
districts. It has become such a
welcome staple in Wharton that
the superintendents put it on the
calendars of new teachers and asks
them to attend.
• Members address human needs in
the Wharton community:
For the past 88 years of the
church’s 112 year history, FPCW has
provided a Thanksgiving lunch for
members of the community.
Many FPCW members serve
on the board of SHARE, which is
a food bank, second-hand clothing
store, and a place that people can go
for rent/utility help. In addition, the
church contributes volunteer hours,
money, and material goods.
Volunteers recently came
together to make 200 “Freezer
Bag Meals” that can be distributed
to members of the community as
needed.
The church contacted the
local schools and found two families
in great need. The people of FPCW
spearheaded gathering contributions
of gifts, meals, and gift certificates to
bring to each family at Christmas.
Church members also provide
a visible leadership role in such
community organization as the Lyons
Club, Rotary, and the Plaza Theater.
Note: The Treasure Hunters who visited
Wharton PC were TEs Christa Brewer
and Barrett Ingram

& Ministry
Envisioning the future
By RE David Coles, Pines PC, Houston

General Council has
established a Visioning Team who
will facilitate a multi-month series of
conversations with as many churches
in our Presbytery as possible: large
and small, established and new,
stable and in transition, thriving and
otherwise. These conversations will
explore the value of our Presbytery
relationships as we collectively
discover who God wants us to be
and how best to live into the Great
Commission.
To facilitate this process
General Council engaged Rev.
Dr. David Sawyer to serve as the
consultant to the Visioning Team.
Prior to his
current work
consulting
with churches
and church
institutions, David
was Professor
of Ministry
David Sawyer
and Director of
Lifelong Learning and Advanced
Degrees at Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary.
At the March presbytery
meeting, David recounted a brief
history of how things such as
science, environment, gender, family,
economics, and technology had
impacted the mission and structure of
presbyteries over the years. He noted
the 1950s-1960s could probably be
best termed the “establishment” phase,
where presbyteries were relatively
small in geographic size and generally
only the big urban centers had
presbytery staff. In the establishment
phase, presbyteries were held together
by norms that were observed by
common consent.
The 1970s-1980s, the
“corporate” phase, saw increasing
mission and structure being built
around a corporate model. This
phase suggested a hierarchical way
of doing the “business” of the church.
Presbyteries gradually moved toward

being held together by regulation and
process.
The next phase was
the consumerist phase, which
predominated in the 1990s-2000s.
David noted this was a time when
decency and respect were giving way
to dissention and dispute. It was
marked by presbyteries seeing their
mission as revolving around “servicing”
congregations.
Now, as we are into the
20-teens, the role of presbyteries is
ripe for re-examination. “The rules of
engagement no longer work; we can’t
agree on how our theological tradition
informs everyday ethics; the ties
that bind us together are beginning
to fray,” says David. He sums up the
current phase by suggesting, “We have
to not only think outside the box, we
probably need to recycle the box!”
To accomplish this outsidethe-box thinking, the Visioning
Team will be using a process called
Appreciative Inquiry (AI), which
fosters conversation that is held
together by forming and sustaining
relationships that lead to results for
the common good. AI understands
that wisdom and vision resides
within each of us and that facilitated
conversation will help us give voice
to that wisdom and vision. The
Visioning Team’s will guide the
Presbytery through the next chapter
of our Christian walk together.
The Vision Team seeks folks
interested in visiting with
congregations and other groups
to ask “Appreciative Inquiry”
questions about life in our
presbytery. Questions will be
furnished and brief training will be
available. Visits will be made in late
summer-early fall, and should take
a couple of hours. Please contact
Lynn Hargrove (lhargrove@
pbyofnewcovenant.org) if you
would like to help!

Transitions

Welcome to New Covenant Presbytery!

Two new minister-members were welcomed into
the presbytery at its last meeting. TE Michael Chen is
serving as pastor at Formosan PC, Houston. He was
installed there in February. Michael received his MDiv from
Southwestern Baptist Theology Seminary. He and his wife
Hsu Hui-Chen have three young children.
Rev. Dr. Rose E. Niles is serving as Austin
Michael Chen
Presbyterian Theological Seminary’s Development Officer
for our presbytery. She has transferred from Hudson River Presbytery where
she served as Pastor at the First Presbyterian Church of
Mount Vernon, NY. Prior to coming to Houston, Rose
was serving in Louisville, KY, as Associate for Theological
Education and the Presbyterian Mission Agency. She has
also served as Vice Moderator and Moderator of the Synod
the Northeast.
Rose received an AB in Comparative World Religion from
Dr. Rose Niles
Harvard University, MDiv from Harvard Divinity School,
and DMin from New York Theological Seminary. You can reach Rose at the
Presbytery Center, 713-526-2585 or rniles@austinseminary.edu.

From (l to r): Greg Davis, Ryan C.G. Kim, Alex Cornell, and Katherine Doehring

After preaching a sermon before the commissioners at the last
presbytery meeting, four candidates completed their ordination exams and
have accepted calls in our presbytery.
TE Greg Davis has been called to serve part time as Stated Supply
at San Pablo+Trinity PC in Houston. He received his MDiv from Princeton
Theological Seminary. Recently Greg has focused on bicultural ministry. He
also has a special interest in jail ministry. Ask him about his time in Israel on
an archaeological dig! Greg was ordained April 12, 2014, at
San Pablo+Trinity. He and his wife Jackie are living in Webster. They have
two adult sons.
TE Ryan Kim has been called to serve as Associate Pastor at Korean
Central PC in Houston. Ryan received his MDiv from Harvard University
Divinity School, Th.M. from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, and a
Preaching Candidate Ph.D. from London School of Theology in Homiletics.
Ryan was ordained April 20, 2014, at Korean Central PC, Houston.
TE Alex Cornell has been called to serve as Pastor of St. Stephen
PC in Houston. Alex received his BA from Trinity University, TX, with
a major in sociology and a minor in Spanish. He received his MDiv from
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.
TE Katherine Doehring is serving as part-time Director of
Campus Ministries of United Campus Ministry Aggieland. She is also the
Director of Youth and Young Adults at First PC, Bryan. Katherine attended
Davidson College in NC and received her MDiv from Duke Divinity School
in Durham, NC. Katherine is married to Rev. Jamison Doehring, Associate
Pastor at A&M United Methodist Church in College Station.
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In the Resource Center
New DVD and Book Resources
Good God Theater

2 DVDs, circulated separately
Ted and Company Theater Works brings life not
only to stories from the Bible but also the big story of
God’s love. Featuring fresh storytelling by actors in modern
attire, set on a simple stage, each story is marked by humor,
reverence and humility. Most segments are from 6-7
minutes in length.
Act 1: Old Testament - includes Creation, Cain and Abel,
the Flood, Babel, Jacob and Esau, Joseph, The Midwife,
Manna, the Golden Calf, Leviticus, David and Bathsheba,
Song of Solomon, Prophet Radio, Jeremiah, Jonah, and
Advent.
Act. 2: New Testament – includes Gabriel’s
announcement, Temptation, The Call, Feeding
5,000, Sermon on the Mount, Don’t Tell Anyone
(Transfiguration), Last Supper, Arrest and Denial,
Breakfast on the Beach, Pentecost, Larry the Lame Guy,
Peter’s Vision, Philip and the Ethiopian, Jerusalem Council,
Paul in Prison, Don’t be Afraid (Revelation)

Living Your Faith in a Messed Up
World

15 week study for older youth and young adults
What does it mean to live all of life, in all its
messiness, faithfully? This study is particularly designed
to explore Contemporary Testimony, a new confessional
statement of the Christian Reformed Church. While
not a confession of our denomination, this statement is
absolutely reformed in its emphasis and contemporary in
its expression and would provide impetus for thoughtful
discussion. Each lesson features both scripture and
segments of the confession set in conversation with issues
relevant to daily life in all its complexity. An accompanying
DVD provides a short video segment for eight of the
sessions. Resource circulates with a copy of a student
journal that should be purchased separately.

Sex+Faith: Talking with Your Child from
Birth to Adolescence

by Kate Ott
Ott, a professor of Christian Ethics and a parent,
writes a wonderfully accessible book designed to give
parents the tools they need to confidently take up the role
of intentionally engaging in the often scary task of talking
with their children about sexuality. The text thoughtfully
combines faith values with age-appropriate information.
Q & A boxes are placed throughout the book with typical
questions that parents and children ask. In addition to
providing solid information and tackling issues relating
to media exposure and consumption, the author lists
teachable moments and messages for each age and stage of
development. Practical advice shines through in this text
which skillfully interweaves faith and human development.
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Feasting on the Gospels: Matthew

(v. 1 - Chapters 1-13; v. 2 Chapters 14- 28)
Editors of the acclaimed Feasting on the Word
lectionary commentary series have turned their significant
insight and scholarship to the gospels. Each pericope
(segment) of the gospel is examined through theological,
pastoral, exegetical, and homiletic lenses in order to
stimulate and inspire preaching, teaching, and discipleship.
The clear writing and strong scholarship assist in helping
the reader answer these basic questions of the texts: What
does it say? Where is God revealed? What does this text
mean for us? What are we called to be and do?

SIGNS

DVDs (subtitle options in English, Korean, French,
Portuguese and Spanish)
Erwin McManus uses images of nature to paint
a picture of God’s activity in human history and unwraps
the narrative of who we are in the divine story. The SIGNS
series explores how all of creation tells the glory of God,
and who we are within the divine story. This will eventually
be a five-film series; each video is 10 minutes long and
includes a discussion guide.
Earth challenges the loneliness of Ecclesiastes with the
vision of God’s declaration that he is doing a new thing for
all creation.
Wind captures the breath images of the Holy Spirit as it
moves over the waters, breathing life into Adam’s lungs and
as Jesus breathed Holy Spirit onto his disciples.
Wood takes up the question of choice, free will, and
consequences. Too often, it says, we care more about the
freedom to choose than the choices that lead to freedom.

Where Everybody Knows Your Name:
Best Practices for the Small Church

by Marilyn Johns. VTS Press
Drawn from the wealth of research and practical
insights gleaned from a Lilly Endowment project which
encouraged and built up pastors of small membership
congregations and their families, this is a book that
celebrates the individuality of the small church while
acknowledging its unique difficulties. Background chapters
on What are Small Churches and How did They Get that
Way?, The Value of Small Congregations, and The Future
of the Small Church provide helpful insights. Specific
examination of some of the unique challenges and best
practices for worship, Christian education, care within
the congregation, mission and outreach, leadership
development round out a highly readable and intensely
practical book.
If your congregation consistently worships with 100
or fewer – you are a small church. Read this book to learn
how to be the very healthiest small church you can be.

News and Events
PYCC is the place to be!
Do you know a young
person who exhibits a mature faith
and has gifts for leadership? Do you
know an adult with a mentoring
spirit and a strong relationship
with Christ? Then encourage
them to apply for the 2014-2015
Presbytery’s Youth Connection
Council (PYCC).
The Presbytery’s Youth
Council is a wonderful opportunity
for young people to share their gifts
and explore their leadership abilities.
Youth on the council work alongside
adult members to design and lead
fellowship, mission, and worship
experiences for the young people
of our presbytery. Through these
events, this council seeks to deepen
one’s faith and relationship with
God as well as build relationships
between youth and adults in our
presbytery.
Help identify young people
and adults in your congregation who

have gifts for
ministry and
leadership
potential,
and who will
be willing
to make the
commitment
to be a member of the 2014-2015
Presbyterian Youth Connection
Council (PYCC). Information
and applications can be found
on the presbytery website, www.
pbyofnewcovenant.org. Click on
Ministries>Youth>PYCC. Potential
youth and adults should complete
applications and submit them to
their home church for review and
endorsement. Churches will then
select and submit up to four youth
(in 10th–12th grades) and three
adults (over the age of 23) to serve
on the council and represent your
congregation. Application deadline is
July 1, 2014.

Wet N’ Wild!
All
youth (junior
and senior high
youth) are invited
to hang out with
their Presby
youth friends
at Wet N’ Wild
Day, Saturday, June 14, 2:00-4:00
p.m. at Southminster PC, Missouri
City (4200 Cartwright Road). Water
games! Water activities! Water

Power Made Perfect: 2014 Synod
Youth Workshop
This summer’s Synod Youth
Workshop will be held July 2126 at the University of Tulsa. The
Workshop is open to youth who have
completed the 9th grade through
those who have just graduated from
high school. All registrations must
be made through the church at www.
regonline.com/syw2014.
Registration is $350 per
participant before June 1; $375 after
June 1. Registration of youth and
adult participants for Synod Youth
Workshop (SYW) is by group only
on a first-come, first-served basis.
A deposit of $100 per
participant must accompany

registration. Balance of all fees due
June 14. Payment can be made by
check or credit card. Scholarship
assistance is available
Rev. Princeton Abaraoha,
pastor at First PC, Midlothian, will be
the Theme Enabler. Originally from
Nigeria, Princeton is a graduate of
Perkins School of Theology at SMU.
He was converted to Christianity
after a short bout as a child soldier
in the civil war in his home country.
His favorite books are the Bible and
Things Fall Apart.
More information at http://
synodsun.com/?p=696.

fights! Shaving cream fights! Adult
chaperones from church are required
to be present.
Bring a change of clothes for
the ride home, a towel, and any other
fun water items that are safe. Females
need to wear a one piece or tankini;
boys, please no speedos.
RSVP by Monday,
June 9, to Caressa Murray,
cmurray@pbyofnewcovennat.org
or 713-526-2585, ext. 231.

Houston Area Youth Celebration
Celebration is a weekend
retreat event for high school
students, run by teens, to explore
their faith in a loving and supportive
environment. Activities during the
weekend include music, worship,
fellowship,
and fun. Youth
leaders guide
the weekend’s
activities (with the
assistance of adult
leaders) to provide
opportunities for

focusing on what it means to be a
young Christian in today’s world.
The next Celebration
weekend will be held Friday-Sunday,
July 11-13, at camp Cho-Yeh. Total
participant cost is $105. To register,
visit www.houstonareacelebration.
com. Participant deadline to register
is Wednesday, July 2.
“I couldn’t think of a better place to go
to grow close to God and make lots of
new friends while you’re at it.” – quote
from a youth participant

Save the date! Youth Worker Event
The presbytery will host a
day of workshops and training for
youth workers and church volunteers
Saturday, August 16, 9:00 a.m.-3:00
p.m. at St. Philip PC, Houston.
Come worship, learn, fellowship,
and be equipped and empowered to
minister with young people!
DVDTopics will include: child

protection policy and training,
teaching Sunday school and
Bible study, Faith Formation and
Development, Bullying and Social
Media, Sticky Faith, Curriculum and
Resources and how to utilize them,
and Confirmation Class. This event is
free - lunch tickets to purchase. More
details coming soon!
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calendar
April 29-May1

Clergy Retreat
Cho-Yeh Conference Center
Livingston

May 3

Youth Worker Gathering
Atascocita PC
Atascocita

May 10

Young Adult Mission Day
New Haven Housing
Houston

May 26

Memorial Day Holiday
Presbytery offices closed
Houston, TX

June 14

Wet N’ Wild Day
Southminster PC
Missouri City

June 14-21

General Assembly
Detroit, Michigan

June – July-August

Peru Mission Trips

upcoming events and gatherings
APRIL 24

Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston will
present A Spiritual Gathering for Women Thursday,
April 24, 6:30-9:00 p.m. at Arya Samaj of Greater
Houston, 14375 Schiller
Rd., Houston 77082. The
gathering will be hosted
by the lovely women of the
Arya Samaj who will tell us
all about their Hindu faith
and traditions.
Arya Samaj
emphasizes the belief and
worship of One Supreme Almighty (AUM) and
the infallible Authority of the Vedas. Arya Samaj
adherents work diligently to address the crucial issue
of education for all people in India through its network
of schools known by the name of Dayanand Anglo
Vedic (DAV). The movement and its followers strongly
support and promote the equality of all human beings
and women’s empowerment in society.
Don’t miss this this opportunity for interfaith
dialogue! Dinner will be delicious, vegetarian Indian
cuisine. Please register at https://www.imgh.org/
join/18-spiritual-gathering-for-women. $10

July 4

Independence Day
Presbytery offices closed
Houston, TX

July 11-13

Youth Celebration
Cho-Yeh
Livingston, TX

July 19

Presbytery Meeting
Session Records Review
Treasurer’s Workshop
Covenant PC
College Station

July 21-26

Synod Youth Workshop
University of Tulsa

August 16

Youth Worker Event
St. Philip PC
Houston

September 20

Session Records Review
Treasurer’s Workshop
Presbytery Center
Houston, TX
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April 29 - May 1

New Covenant’s Clergy Retreat
Pastors, come relax and enjoy New Covenant’s
Clergy Retreat Tues.-Thurs., Apr. 29-May 1 at ChoYeh. Spouses are welcome to attend, too! Michael
L. Lindvall, pastor of the Brick
Presbyterian Church in the City
of New York, will be the Keynote
Speaker; his topic: Telling the
Truth with Fiction and Truth
Stranger than Fiction: The Power
of Church Stories. Michael guided
New Covenant’s first clergy retreat!
Michael Lindvall
His stories will touch you. Of
course there will be the Tuesday’s
feast: a full-flavored rib-eye grilled to perfection, and
Wednesday’s feast: a taste of Louisiana with succulent
fresh boiled shrimp! Kevin Keaton assures everyone that
there will be good Community Coffee as well as café au
lait!
Allow yourself to be blessed by the Clergy
Retreat! Register with Carrie Walker,
cwalker@pbyofnewcovenant.org.

april 26-27

Faith Lift:

Holocaust March of Remembrance
On Saturday, April 26, and Sunday, April 27,
people of faith all around the Houston area will march
to remember the Holocaust and will do so to say ‘we
will not be silent.’ There will be marches on Saturday
in Baytown, Brenham, Kingwood, and Webster. The
Central Houston march will start Sunday, 1:30 p.m.,
at Godwin Park in Meyerland (5101Rutherglen,
Houston) and end at Beth Yeshurun (4525 Beechnut,
Houston). The events will be held rain or shine!
You are also invited to join with the Jewish
community’s memorial service (3:00-4:00 p.m.),
coordinated by the Holocaust Museum, Houston.
It is estimated that last year 1300 and 1500
people from over 150 different churches, synagogues,
schools, and organizations participated in the marches.
Each march will feature both Holocaust survivors and
descendants of Nazi perpetrators who will come from
Germany. The message of the marches is reconciliation,
restoration, and healing
For more information about these marches and
to register for a specific march in your area, visit http://
marchofremembrancehouston.org/participate/. You
may walk or you may volunteer in other ways!
May 4

Requiem

MDPC Concert Series: Mozart

As dramatically revealed in the movie Amadeus,
Mozart attempted to complete his greatest
work, Requiem, while on his deathbed in early December
1791. Today, it remains one of the
supreme masterworks in the history
of music and a lasting testament to
the composer’s genius. It has been
said: There is no feeling, human or
cosmic, no height the human spirit
can reach, which is not contained in
this music.
Mozart
On Sunday, May 4, 7:00 p.m. in
the Sanctuary Choir of Memorial Drive PC, Houston,
conducted by Charles Hausmann with Kathryn White,
organist, will present this famous masterpiece free of
charge. All are invited! Open seating.

more events and gatherings to enjoy!
may 8

may 10

Vintage Car Festival

Faith in Practice’s annual Women’s Luncheon

Reflection on Unfailing Love

On Thursday, May 8, Faith In Practice, an ecumenical Christian
organization that serves the poor of Guatemala through medical mission
trips, will hold its Annual Women’s Luncheon at the
Hotel ZaZa. Mary Card and Julie Card Copple are
serving as the event’s co-chairs and Faith In Practice
President and CEO Rev. Linda McCarty will emcee
the event.
Faith In Practice volunteers Kathy Vrabec
R.N., Suzanne Werner, and Kay Zos, R.N. will share
personal stories of those in Guatemala who have
changed their lives. The Luncheon, “Unfailing Love”, will also highlight
children who received surgeries over the years, where they are now, and their
mothers’ unfailing love.
Attendees will also enjoy shopping for authentic Guatemalan
handicrafts at the Mercado and may participate in a raffle that includes an
overnight stay and spa package at Hotel ZaZa.
To reserve a table or tickets, visit http://faithinpractice.
org/2014womensluncheon, call 713-484-5555 or email ebain@
faithinpractice.org.
For additional information visit www.faithinpractice.org
may 15-16

The 25th Annual Gathering of Taiwanese Presbyterian Women in
PC(USA) will be held Thursday and Friday, May 15-16, in the Erdman
Conference Center in Princeton, NJ. Fellowship, creative worship and
music! Learn about John Calvin and mission opportunities! The theme of
the annual conference is “Walk Humbly with God.” For more information,
contact swlai2000@gmail.com

Dust off your cool rides and bring them to the Vintage Car Festival
Saturday, May 10, at First PC, Tomball. The vintage/antique car show and
festival will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. This will be a day of fun
for all ages - live entertainment, food, silent auctions, and activities such
as face painting, a children’s bounce house, vendor booths, and of course, a
good ol’ car show full of remarkable vehicles from the past! Participants in
the “Peoples Choice” category will be included in a special
prize raffle. For more details, visit www.fpctomball.org.
The Festival is open to the public with no
admission fee! Invite your friends and neighbors! The
church is located at 30410 Tomball Parkway (Highway
249), across the street from Lone Star College.
May 10

Healing seminar comes to Pearland/Houston
Rev. Mike Endicott is coming to New Covenant to teach God’s good
news: Christian healing still works when we love Jesus enough to do what
he taught us in the Gospels. First PC, Pearland, will hold a healing seminar,
“God and Us – Friends Who Partner,” Saturday, May 10,
9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Admission is free, and
so is lunch to those who register before May 4.
On the same evening, at 7:00 p.m. there will be a
Celtic Healing Service in the sanctuary, and Rev. Endicott
will preach. If you can’t get here on your own, call Travis
Wells at 713-775-6733 and he will try to get someone to
Mike Endicott
transport you.
Rev. Endicott also plans to present an informal thumbnail sketch
of the Christian Healing Ministry at Bethel Church UCC, Houston, 1107
Shepherd Drive (between Shepherd and Durham, one block north of
Washington Avenue) Friday, May 9, at 7:00 p.m. This is a cooperative event
between First Pearland and Bethel United Church of Christ.
Mike Endicott, Director of the Order of Jacob’s Well, an
international resource of healing teaching and ministry, takes a fresh look
at healing as an important aspect of life in the kingdom of God. “We need,”
says Mike, “to rediscover the heart of kingdom living: the telling of its good
news; an atmosphere of faith; practical obedience to God’s word; praise and
worship; the Lordship of Jesus, in whom the love and the will of the Father
are revealed, and the message of the cross. In the life of the kingdom, here
healing is found.”

MAY 10

Blessed Breakfast

Young adults (ages 19-30) are invited to a Day of Mission Saturday, May 10, 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Brian McLaren
The group will serve breakfast, fellowship, and worship with women in need at New Haven Housing,

2424 Sakowitz (northeast Houston, I-10 and Lockwood Drive).
New Haven is a Permanent Supportive Housing project through Star of Hope for formerly
homeless single women who have been diagnosed with mental illness. The presbytery will provide the
food, but you are welcome to bring a homemade or store-bought healthy breakfast item to share.
RSVP to Caressa Murray cmurray@pbyofnewcovenant.org
(281-798-5993). Each person must register with Star of Hope at
http://www.sohmission.org/NetCommunity/volunteer-interest-form. In the availability section,
write “Houston Area Presbyterian Churches to host Blessed Breakfast.”
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In Our Prayers

RE Mary Marcotte – Mary’s father, Charles H. Kilgore, died February 23, 2014,
at age 90. Mary is the Associate General Presbyter of New Covenant.
Family and friends of RE Barbara Eudey, St. Philip Presbyterian, Houston.
Barbara died March 15, 2014.

RE Mark Potter (First Presbyterian, Houston) and family – Mark’s mother died
March 10, 2014.
The congregation of First Presbyterian, Wharton – a fire on March 5, 2014,
caused irreparable damage to the boiler/mechanical room.
TE Kevin Boyd, St. Paul Presbyterian, Houston – first grandson, Parker Leos,
was born March 14, 2014, to Christy and Elias Leos in San Marcos.
Candidate Brandon Gaide and family - Piper Kate Gaide was born March 15,
2014. Brandon is serving as Next Generation Minister at Memorial Drive
Presbyterian, Houston.

TE Diane Prevary and RE Jim Bushong – recovering from injuries after totaling
their car. Diane is the former Stated Clerk of New Covenant. While living in
Houston, Jim was active on New Covenant Presbytery committees.
The congregation of Heights Presbyterian, Houston – an electrical fire burned out
the educational building of the church. Neither the sanctuary nor the office
building was affected by the flames.

TE Margaret Desmond and family – Margaret’s brother, Jimmy Desmond,
died in March 2014. Margaret is pastor of Trinity Presbyterian,
Port Neches.
Mary and Marvin Pollock and family, First Presbyterian, Rosenberg – Mary’s
grandson, Junie, a Marine, died recently. Mary is the church treasurer and
secretary at First Presbyterian, Rosenberg.
TE Joyce and John Boehnke, Bethel Presbyterian, Angleton - Joyce and John
were both injured in an auto accident in March 2014. Joyce is Stated
Supply at Bethel PC, Angleton.
TE Katherine Doehring is serving as part-time Director of Campus Ministries
of United Campus Ministries Aggieland.
TE Greg Han – Greg has accepted a position at Interfaith Ministries of
Greater Houston as Director of Interfaith Relations.
TE Jae Ho Yee (Korean Central Presbyterian, Houston) and family –
Rev. Yee’s mother died the first weekend of April in Korea.
The congregation of St. Paul’s Presbyterian, Needville – celebrated the church’s
90th anniversary April 27, 2014.

*HR = Honorably Retired *RE = Ruling Elder
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