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Community News
Welcome Home, Mary!

Make plans now for study!

“On the Road Again …” Summer Youth Adventures

Growing congregations that passionately engage their community to make disciples.

connections
New Covenant Presbytery

 It seems like a long time until 
the 221st General Assembly next 
June, as we are enduring the heat of 
the summer and hoping for cooler 
weather, and getting children ready 
to go back to school. Yet it is not too 
early to become familiar with some of 
the items that will be coming forward 
for action at next summer’s General 

Assembly meeting. In order to assist 
with that learning, our denomination 
has created some study materials for 
groups to use.
 The first is a six-week study 
called, “Christian Marriage in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), which 
looks at the history of Presbyterian 
stances on homosexuality and 

marriage as well as interpreting 
scripture and the confessions. 
Sessions include: “The Gift of 
Marriage,” “God Created Us,” “The 
Expression of Love,” “The Well-
being of Society,” “A Holy Mystery,” 
and “A New Way of Life.” There is 
link to this study on the homepage 
of the presbytery website, www.

pbyofnewcovenant.
org.
 Also on the 
website is a copy 
of a previous study 
done in 1980 by 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
(aka the Southern Church). This 

July Youth Mission Group

 Numerous youth groups 
from our presbytery took to the 
road this summer for adventures 
in faith and mission. Ten churches 
(seventy-five youth and adults) 
joined forces and ventured to Austin, 
Texas, for a week of mission with the 
homeless, hungry and impoverished 
- First PC, Sugar Land; St. Thomas 
PC, Houston; St. Andrew’s PC, 
Beaumont; First PC, Dickinson; 
Faith PC, Baytown; Young Nak 
Korean PC, Houston; St. Paul’s PC, 
Needville; New Hope PC, Katy; 
Community of the Servant Savior 
PC, Houston; and Westminster PC, 
Houston. The work and fellowship 
touched many lives – of those served 
and those serving!
 Upon return, one of the 
youth participants asked, “Where are 
we going next year?” Great question! 
The Youth Council will be busy this 
fall planning mission opportunities 

for Summer 2014, so stay tuned for 
more information!  
 You can view a video of the 
Keep Mission Weird trip through 
a link on the home page of the 
presbytery website.
 In July, the presbytery sent 
a delegation of 51 youth and adults, 
representing 17 congregations to 
the Presbyterian Youth Triennium, 
an international gathering of 
Presbyterian young people held every 
three years. Delegates engaged in a 
week of worship, mission, Bible study, 
small groups and recreation, centered 
on the theme of “I AM,” and met 
5,300 new friends!  Our presbytery 
was also represented by two small 
group leaders, one work crew, and 
the Native American delegation from 
Livingston.
 Says Rev. Caressa Murray, 
Coordinator for Youth Ministry, 
“While busily finalizing plans for 

summer trips, I had the privilege of 
serving on staff of Mo-Ranch’s Teen 
Leadership Conference in June. I 
was joined by youth and adults from 
three of our churches: Woodlands 
Community PC, First PC Sugar 
Land, and First PC Bryan. This 
is a one-of-a-kind conference that 

empowers young people to identify 
and practice their God-given gifts 
and leadership abilities in a one week 
intense workshop. Each youth selects 
an area to explore: worship, music, 
small group leadership, recreation, or 
drama. By the end of the week, the 

On the Road Again continued on page 3

Make Plans continued on page 8
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General Presbyter,
Presbytery of New Covenant

By Rev. Mike Cole

From the Cole Mine

“Perusing Mission”
 Last month I got to pick up 
my granddaughters for a summer 
visit. When they jumped in my 
car, my oldest granddaughter said, 
“Hi Grandpa!” The younger one, 
Katelynn, said, “Can I play with 
your iPhone?” So much for familial 
affection! I sighed and said, “I love 
you, too, Katelynn,” and handed her 
the phone. We had a good laugh over 
that and the irony was not lost on her.
 I admit to being a doting 
grandfather (as opposed to being 
a doddering grandfather!), but the 
fact is that I love kids. I enjoy being 
around children and, believe it or not, 
I have always loved doing children’s 
time in worship.
 On a recent trip to Peru, I 
met another man who loves children 
as much as I do and maybe even more. 
Leopoldo Aguliar is his name and 
he is a 70+ year-old pastor in Cusco, 
Peru, whose passion for young people 
is a driving force in his life and the 
Presbyterian Church in Peru.
 In May, I led a group of fifteen 
representatives from eight different 
congregations on a “Peru Mission 
Challenge” trip to explore forming 
partnerships with congregations in 
the highland area of Peru. We visited 
four areas in the highlands – Cusco, 
Ayaviri, Sicuani and Quillabamba - 
and assessed seven different projects 
to work on in the summer of 2014. 
All projects address the needs of 
children and young leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church in Peru and all 
were promoted by Pastor Leoplodo 
because of his commitment to 
educating and training future leaders 
of the Presbyterian Church.
 Leopoldo’s congregation 
in Cusco, at an elevation of 11,000 

feet, is the site of three work projects 
– building tables and chairs for 
Sunday School, adding a kitchen 
and bathroom to their building, and 
installing a water purification system 
for the community.
 In Quillabamba, a high jungle 
area, we will help build a seminary to 
serve a more remote area served by 
the Presbyterian Church.
 At Ayaviri, at an elevation 
of 12,000 feet, we will construct 
tables and chairs for Sunday School 
and conduct leadership training for 
teachers and musicians.
 There is a seminary in Sicuani 
that needs work on renovating their 
kitchen and dining hall for the 30 
students already enrolled. These 
projects and more are part of our Peru 
Mission Adventure for 2014.  
 We will soon be publishing 
information on these projects and 
how to register for any of them. Each 
project will be organized by a lead 
congregation, but anyone is welcome 
to register and attend from any 
church. Each trip will be eight days in 
length and will occur between June-
August 2014. We are still finalizing 
the costs involved, but each group 
will be led by one of our mission co-
workers in Peru, Rusty Edmondson 
and Sara Armstrong, and will be all-
inclusive. Rusty and Sara will arrange 
for transportation, housing, meals, 
translators, and in-country flights. 
Space on each mission trip is limited 
to fifteen, so you will want to watch 
for when registration opens.
 So, what was it that convinced 
sixteen people that God was calling 
us to do these projects? What was it 
that converted those among us who 
harbored doubts about whether our 

home church would do a mission trip 
to Peru? What was it that led us to 
“throw caution to the wind” and join 
God in work in Peru? What was it 
that made us willing and even excited 
about slogging up jungle hills and 
dealing with the high altitude? One 
word: PEOPLE. The people of Peru 
and their commitment to spreading 
the gospel of Jesus Christ were 
enthralling. Their vision of educating 
and training leaders for tomorrow 
was captivating. Their enthusiasm for 
serving the Lord was moving. Their 
passion to alleviate the suffering of 
their communities was touching.
 For those of us who went, 
Peru is no longer just a country with a 
fascinating Inca site.  It is a land filled 
with faithful Christians who want us 
to partner with them in fulfilling the 
Great Commission. For us, Peruvians 
are no longer mysterious people but 
treasured brothers and sisters in the 
Lord whose children laugh and play 
and dream just like all children and 
who need opportunities to know Jesus 
Christ and spread the gospel of love 
and grace to all the world.
 I pray that you will join one of 
the mission trips next summer as we 
Peruse mission together.

In Christ,



New Covenant Connections, September/October 2013  | 3 

 I receive a lot of interesting questions as Stated Clerk. Sometimes they 
apply only to one congregation or situation. Other times, they might be useful to 
all, so I am sharing them here.

Q:  Do we receive or approve the treasurer’s report at the session meeting?
A:  The following is from “The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Parliamentary Procedure” 
(page 107):
 Reports can be presented for information only, in which case they don’t 
require a motion or vote, or for action, in which case they require a motion and vote.
Many organizations assume that following any report, there must be a motion 
to Adopt the report. That’s typically a mistake – and a bad idea. Let’s say the 
Membership Committee has just reported that last week’s new member reception 
had 1,000 attending and cost $200. A member moves to Adopt the report. A vote 
follows and, surprise, the motion to Adopt the report is rejected. What have we just 
decided? Well, we have apparently decided that we didn’t have a reception last month. 
Or that it didn’t cost $200. There was no point in adopting this report as it was only 
to provide information. If a report is for information only, the presiding officer at the 
end should simply say “thank you.” Or the presiding officer could ask if there are any 
questions. The point is that there should be no motion or vote when a report is solely 
for information.
 The best example of a report that should not be automatically adopted is the 
standard financial report. Associations everywhere hear the treasurer give a financial 
report and then move to Adopt the treasurer’s report. Robert’s says you shouldn’t 
do that. After all, we don’t have the slightest idea if any of the bank amounts are 
accurate, or even truthful. For all we know, our vote is the equivalent of “Yes, 
you’re robbing us blind, but why don’t we go ahead and approve whatever you just 
said.” Robert’s goes so far as to provide: “No action of acceptance by the assembly is 
required – or proper – on a financial report of the treasurer unless it is of sufficient 
importance, as an annual report, to be referred to auditors.” The auditor’s report is 
what should later be adopted by the body.

Q:  We want to refinance our high interest note. Does anyone need to 
approve that besides the session?
A:  “The Book of Order” is not clear on the refinancing of a mortgage. While it 
is considered to be a new loan, the precedent set in our presbytery is that if the 
refinanced loan is for the same balance with the same lender for a lower interest rate, 
it does not need presbytery approval. For the sake of transparency, it should have 
congregational approval. If the loan is being refinanced with a different lender or for 
an amount larger that the balance owed, then presbytery approval is required. This 
means having the details of the transaction approved by the presbytery’s Finance 
Committee, Administrative Division Steering Committee, and the General Council, 
which acts on behalf of the presbytery. 

Here are some other factors to consider:
•	 Interest	rates	can	be	reduced	in	refinancings	(especially	these	days),	but	rates	also	
 can be raised, either through an adjustable rate loan or increasing a fixed rate
 as part of the refinancing. You might see rates go up when the loan is “refinanced”
 (i.e., extended) at the end of its term, and the church does not have an alternative
 to refinancing at a higher rate.
•	 Some	refinancings	can	also	increase	debt	because	additional	advances	are	made	for
 new purposes such as construction or because refinancing fees are rolled over into
 the new loan amount.
•	Most	refinancings	are	likely	to	extend	the	maturity	date	of	the	debt.
•	 Other	loan	terms,	such	as	loan	covenants,	may	change	(for	better	or	for	worse)	with
 new loan documents in a refinancing.

Stated Clerk,
Presbytery of New Covenant

By Rev. Lynn Hargrove

Clerk’s Corner

The refinancing should impose no additional, material burden on the church or the 
property beyond what the original loan did. If you aren’t sure, please consult Forbes 
Baker, finance director, who can examine the loan terms of the proposed refinancing 
to make that determination.

Q:  We have a controversial meeting coming up. Can the presbytery provide a 
neutral person to act as parliamentarian?
A:  Yes, we can. Please give me some advanced notice so that I can check people’s 
availability and willingness to serve. We have several people well versed in 
parliamentary procedure.

Q:  A session member is hard of hearing and would like to record the 
meeting as it takes place. What should we do?
A:  This seems like a matter for the session to discuss and come up with a guideline. If 
the clerk already records the meetings, perhaps that recording could be shared. If there 
might be an ulterior motive in recording the meeting, then it isn’t advisable to have 
a duplicate. Hopefully, members of session are building trust among each other. It 
makes dealing with the difficult times a lot easier!

Thank you for the great questions!

Clerk’s Corner from column on right ...

Clerk’s Corner continued on column to left

conference is completely youth led 
and inspired. I highly recommend 
this conference to any high school 
youth that has exhibited leadership 
potential! I was very impressed by two 
youth from First PC, Sugar Land, 
who were so determined to attend this 
conference that they single-handedly 
raised the money through fundraisers, 
odd jobs, and letter writing. That’s 
how important and amazing this 
experience can be!”
 Other summer adventures 
included Synod Youth Workshop at 

On the Road Again continued from page 1

Triennium MoTLC (Team Leadership Conference)

the University of Tulsa, and Youth 
Celebration and Junior High Jubilee at 
Mo-Ranch. There are NUMEROUS 
Presbyterian opportunities for youth 
groups, and it’s never too early to 
plan for next summer! To learn more, 
check out these websites or contact 
Rev. Caressa Murray at cmurray@
pbyofnewcovenant.org.  

www.moranch.com
www.synodyouthworkshop.com
www.presbyteriantriennium.org

Next Connections copy deadline is 
Wednesday, October 16 for
the November / December  2013 issue.
 Please send articles and photos to Helen Wolf at 
any time at hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org.
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Welcome home, Mary!

 “It’s good to be back!” says 
Mary. “I’ve officially returned from the 
three-month Sabbatical graciously 
given to me by the presbytery. I’m 
grateful for many things: the gift 
of time away for personal rest and 
spiritual renewal, the colleagues 
on the New Covenant’s staff who 
carried a heavier load during my 
time away, the outstanding work of 
the committees I staff which give 
testimony to the activity of the Holy 
Spirit in our midst, and the social 
media greetings I continued to receive 
in my absence.
 “I’ve hit the ground running 
as I return, serving on the teaching 

teams for both the Synod of the Sun’s 
Triennial Presbyterian Women’s 
Gathering and the Mo-Ranch 
Women’s Bible Conference within ten 
days of my return.
 “But I look forward to sharing 
what I learned and what I didn’t learn 
during my time away. I think in the 
end, I lift up the word, “AND,” as 
most significant. It was in the spaces 
between my plan AND the surprises 
encountered that I learned the most. I 
traveled 15,785 miles by plane, train, 
bus car and ferry AND I spent the 
occasional full day stretched out on 
the couch, reading. I had experiences 
I’d counted on (like playing with 
our grandson) AND others that 
completely stretched my comfort zone 
(like an early morning hot air balloon 
ride over the eerie landscape of 
Cappadocia). I was blessed with time 
to help ease my parents’ transition to 
a new home AND experienced guilt 
that the really hard work was being 
done by my brother and his wife. I 
read books that stirred my soul with 
potential ministry applications AND 
I read some pretty silly chick lit.
 “BUT, the bottom line is that 
I’m back, looking forward to sharing 
stories and working with you!

  
 Little did I know when I pulled the thin volume Evangelism in 
the Inventive Age by Doug Pagitt off my “to read” stack near the end of 
my sabbatical that it would offer significant insights not only for my 
work with our presbytery’s Evangelism and Renewal Committee, but 
also for my pondering on the future of Christian Formation. One of the 
challenges I have seen as we think about what comes next in Christian 
formation is the strong emphasis placed by many on evangelism as the 
more important aspect of discipleship. 
 I am a big believer in the “AND”. We grow in knowledge and 
we share the story. The Christian tradition is not meant to horded or 
reduced to accumulation of head knowledge. If we don’t continue to 
grow in the richness of our faith story, with head and heart, we are left 
without that much to say. Seems to me we need deep, widely spread 
roots in our story and the passion to share that good news in word and 
deed.
 Pagitt is an interesting guy. He is really tall (somewhere between 
6’5’’ and 6’8,”) young (well, fifteen years younger than I am!) and the 
founding pastor of Solomon’s Porch, a holistic, missional Christian 
community in Minneapolis. He is a well-regarded speaker, consultant, 
and author on issues of postmodern culture, social systems, and 
Christianity. 
 Pagitt dubs the times in which we live The Inventive Age. He 
makes a pretty convincing argument for why the implications of the 
digital age, social media, and flattened systems of authority play out so 
significantly in modern life. He argues that it is significantly different 
from the information age that started with the printing press and 
found its fullest expression in television. He uses the particular lens of 
this Inventive Age to talk about evangelism in a way I find particularly 
helpful. In particular, he challenges the notion that effective evangelism 
can be done based on a replicable, one-size-fits-all sharing of a story, as 
if it is the only time that story has ever been accessed. And keep in mind 
this is a guy raised in an intentional faith vacuum who came to faith as 
a high school student when a friend invited him to see a Passion play, 
the unfolding story of which captured his heart and mind. Pagitt argues 
for faith sharing that is conversational, relational, personal, and based 
as much on listening as on talking. He observes that curious people 
now have a wealth of resources about a variety of faith traditions and 
full religious texts just a few thumb strokes away on their smart phones. 
What these searching people desperately need are trusted conversation 
partners.
 So far, you may find nothing particularly new here, and 
certainly little that would necessarily shout a hurrah for deep, lifelong 
Christian formation. It is at this point that Pagitt begins to speak of the 
importance of truly listening so that we can share the God narratives 
that resonate with our own passions and fears, as well as those of the 
individuals we are talking with. He relies on insights gained from the 
enneagram profile of human yearnings and passions, which is fairly 
interesting – but the key here is we need to know the breadth and depth 
of scripture and the amazing variety of recurring ways that the triune 
God of scripture is revealed. There are some narratives that have more 
resonance for each of us. Far from isolated examples, these are what 

Associate General Presbyter,
Presbytery of New Covenant

By Mary Marcotte

Mary’s Musings

he calls ‘non-identical repetitions.’ As these repetitions pile up, they affirm and 
reaffirm the nature of God revealed. One of our key tasks in lifelong Christian 
formation is “showing people their stories through the lens of the larger story 
of God”… And for this to happen “we, both as individuals and as communities, 
need to know the story well. The Bible, then, can’t just be a record of the past. It 
has to be a living set of stories that give us ways to know ourselves and connect 
with God.” (p.72)
 As you think about your Bible study group, how are you creating an 
environment of trust and a capacity for listening to what is said and unsaid 
enough to know the passions and fears of others? How are you building 
knowledge of God’s word that is both deep enough and wide enough to know 
the multiple ways our triune God speaks a deep language of love? How are 
you personally wrestling with and claiming the story that resonates for you – 
without dismissing the portions and emphases that speak to others? THIS is the 
stuff that nurtures a mature faith that can be shared and lived in word and deed.

Mary and Mike Marcotte in Ephesus

Mary’s Musings continued on right

Mary’s Musings continued
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 FEMA has issued a guide for 
developing high-quality emergency 
operations plans for churches 
whether the emergency is caused 
by fire, tornado, flood, hurricane, 
earthquake, arson or violent act. With 
many incidents occurring with little 
to no warning, houses of worship 
are encouraged to develop and/

or update plans and procedures to 
ensure the safety and security of their 
congregations, staff, and facilities. 
 Guidelines for house of 
worship are available to download 
at http://rems.ed.gov/docs/
Developing_EOPs_for_Houses_of_
Worship_FINAL.pdf.

Emergency guidelines for churches 
now available  The theme for this year in New Covenant Presbytery is 

revivalism. For many persons, Presbyterian revivalism appears to be 
an oxymoron. The two words don’t seem to go together. And yet, 
historically, at least in this country, Presbyterians have been at the center 
of most revival movements.
 From the Dutch Reformed revivals in New York in the 1720s 
to Jonathan Edwards and the Great Awakening in the 1730s in 
Massachusetts to the revivals in the 1740s in the Middle Colonies with 
the Presbyterian family of the Tennents (Gilbert, John, and William) 
to the Second Great Awakening in the early 1800s, beginning around 
1800 with Timothy Dwight (grandson of Jonathan Edwards) at Yale 
University and in 1801 in Kentucky with (Presbyterian) Barton Stone 
and the (outdoor) Cane Ridge camp meetings to (Presbyterian) Charles 
Finney’s revivals in New York and Ohio in the 1820s and 1830s to what 
some call the Third Great Awakening that combined the revivalism of 
Dwight L. Moody with the Social Gospel (Walter Rauschenbusch),
Presbyterians have been involved with one and all.
 Such involvement continued in the 20th century with such 
characters as Billy Sunday, a Presbyterian and a former professional 
baseball player. While Sunday’s conversion took place in the 1880s, his 
popularity as an evangelist in the Midwest was in the 1920s and 1930s.
 Churches flourished in the 1950s, including the Presbyterian 
Church. Billy Graham, a Baptist, married into a Presbyterian family and 
became a popular revivalist preacher, though remaining a Baptist.
 In spite of Presbyterian prominence in renewal and revival 
movements in this country, they can obviously take different forms, 
depending in which part of the country they occur and depending on 
local tradition. Daniel Baker (1791-1857), Presbyterian minister and 
founder of Austin College, also served as pastor of Second Presbyterian 
Church in Washington, D.C. While he became known as a firebrand, 
revivalist preacher, especially as his ministry moved westward, according 
to one source, he also always insisted that his sermons be closely-
reasoned and filled with theological and biblical integrity. Revivalism 
could be achieved with the mind as much as through the heart.
 As we make history today, may we be reminded that God’s 
Spirit moves where it will, as much through those with whom we may 
differ as through those with whom we agree. May we be open to the 
refreshing power of the Spirit and be guided by its wisdom, as we seek 
to be faithful to the God who has inspired and led those who have gone 
before us.

“Presbyterians and Revivalism”

Executive Secretary,
Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest

By Rev. Dr. James S. Currie

Making History Today

Executive Director for Interface-
Samaritan Counseling Centers
 Interface-Samaritan 
Counseling Centers, which has 
offered faith-sensitive counseling and 
education services for over 40 years in 

the greater Houston 
area, has appointed 
Steve Duson as 
the new Executive 
Director. Steve 
had been serving 
as the Manager 
for Pediatrics 
Patient Care at the 
M.D. Anderson 

Children’s Cancer Hospital. 
 Steve brings to Interface 
a solid business background, 
with over 18 years of experience 
managing people, programs, and 
projects in marketing and business 
development settings. He has worked 
in both private and public sectors 
at organizations such as Hewlett 
Packard, BMC Software, and Reliant 
Energy. 
 A native Houstonian, Steve 

was baptized and confirmed at 
St. Philip PC, Houston, where his 
mother and father were founding 
members. He attended St. John’s 
School and Princeton University. 
Steve’s interest in ministry and 
mental health are keen, and he has 
held leadership roles in the church 
and in volunteer organizations. He 
brings a unique understanding of the 
mental health services that Interface 
offers: his sister and his wife are both 
therapists!   
 Interface Samaritan 
Counseling Centers with its main 
office at 610 and San Felipe and six 
locations across the Houston area, is 
one of Houston’s leading providers of 
faith-sensitive mental health services. 
Interface strives to be a place where, 
regardless of ability to pay, those who 
are desperate can find hope, those 
who are troubled can find peace, 
and those who are isolated can find 
connection.

Steve Duson

Congratulations, Amigos!
 New Covenant has 
received word that its first grant 
from the 1001 New Worshiping 
Communities initiative has been 
awarded to Amigos in the Katy 
area! This $7,500 grant will enable 
TE Aurelio Rodriguez to lead 
and grow Amigos, a group that 

meets in homes for Bible study and 
Presbyterian worship.
 Such grants are designed to 
encourage the birth 
of new worshiping 
communities 
through partner 
congregations and presbyteries.
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Mission & Ministry
Reflection on Costa Rica Trip

The following is a reflection by Dr. 
Patricia Beach, one of the fourteen-
members of Presbytery of New 
Covenant who traveled to Costa Rica 
in June to further our partnership with 
CEDEPCA (Evangelical Center for 
Pastoral Studies in Central America). 
The delegation, which represented nine 
New Covenant churches, was based at 
the Latin America Biblical University to 
which CEDEPCA also relates.

 CEDEPCA is a “theological 
education” organization in Latin 
America which has had a long-term 
relationship with Presbytery of the 
New Covenant. They offer theological 
training for church leaders who could 
not otherwise obtain it, cultural 
immersion (that is what we did), 
disaster preparedness and relief 
(with practical components and 
spiritual support), and a women’s 
ministry which is incredibly effective 
in building faith, empowering the 
powerless, and spreading God’s 
Word. It is difficult to express in a few 
experiences the power, but here are 
some highlights:
•	Heard	many,	many	stories	of	
 how Christian faith bestowed
 upon formerly powerless women
 the confidence to live their lives to
 the fullest.
•	 Served	60+	children	their	lunch
 at a church that has made stopping
 hunger a real and present reality
•	 Felt	just	briefly	a	fraction	of	the
 agony experienced by family or
 friends of “The Disappeared”.
•	 Learned	a	little	of	the	history	and
 culture of Central America, and

 Costa Rica in particular.
•	Met	a	man	sentenced	to	150	years
 in prison as a notorious criminal
 at age 14 and the judge who sent
 him there; experienced the message
 of hope they now work together to
 spread.
•	Heard	lectures	by	two	revered
 theologians about liberation
 theology which recognizes the
 special place of the poor and
 powerless in God’s Kingdom.
•	Hiked	to	a	highland	(8,000	feet)
 “Rancho” being restored to nature
 and heard the stories of women
 restored to life.
•	 Saw	beautiful	waterfalls	and
 listened to their roar
•	Gazed	into	the	crater	of	a	volcano.
•	Communed	with	the	hummingbirds
 and the butterflies.
•	Made	new	friends	and	renewed
 friendships of those in our
 presbytery.
•	Came	home	with	full	hearts,
 knowing that we have been
 incredibly blessed, and with
 renewed commitment to appreciate
 our gifts and help those we meet
 in life’s journey to live lives as fully
 as they possibly can.
 For me, the experience was 
profoundly moving, strengthened my 
faith, and filled my heart with the joy 
that comes from being in the presence 
of God’s work and His people. I left 
pretty sure that I benefitted much 
more than I gave, but hopeful that the 
solidarity of Christians with common 
faith and goals brought equal strength 
and joy to those we met who continue 
daily in a most worthwhile ministry.

By Dr. Patricia Beach, Westminster PC, Galveston

Presbytery of 
New Covenant 
delegation in 
Costa Rica 
pictured with a 
few CEDEPCA 
friends.

Medical dues changes approved by 
Board of Pensions
 The Board of Pensions has 
approved an increase for the medical 
dues for the Traditional Plan to 23 
percent of Effective Salary for 2014. 
A new medical dues model will 
take effect in 2015 with dues for 
the Traditional Program set at 24.5 
percent for members with covered 
partners and/or dependent children 
and 23 percent for member-only 
coverage. Employing organizations 
can share with the member none, 
some, or all of the additional 1.5 
percent dues charged for coverage of 
eligible family members.
 The Healthcare Committee 

also has recommended that there 
will be no changes in rates for 2014 
for those congregations which 
participate in the Affiliated Benefits 
Program (ABP) and no increase in 
costs for those retired members who 
participate in the Medical Supplement 
Program.
 For more details, visit http://
www.pensions.org/portal/serverpt?op
en=514&objID=88905&mode=2.

At their June meeting, the Board of Directors approved amendments to 
the Benefits Plan to ensure that it continues to comply with the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA). Each of the following changes 
takes effect January 1, 2014.
 
•	  The	pre-existing	condition	for	adults	will	be	eliminated.
•	  Annual	and	lifetime	treatment	reimbursement	limits	for	essential	benefits
 will be eliminated. 
•	  Annual	limits	for	out-of-pocket	costs	will	be	modified	annually	to	comply
 with the limits the federal government establishes each year. 
•	  Waiting	periods	for	all	eligible	members	enrolling	in	the	Medical	Plan	will
 be reduced to 90 days from the date of eligibility. 
•	  The	continuous	coverage	requirement	for	members	who	terminate	or
 retire before age 65 and want to preserve the right to enroll in the Medicare 
 Supplement Plan when they reach age 65, are eligible for Medicare, and
 meet the eligibility qualifications will be expanded to include coverage in a
 qualified health plan, as defined by the ACA.

Submitting an Overture to General 
Assembly
 The 221st General Assembly 
of the PC(USA) will meet in June 
2014, which seems like a long time 
away. However, if you are considering 
submitting an overture, the process 
should begin now. Here is a link to 
the process:
http://www.pcusa.org/media/
uploads/oga/pdf/how_to_submit_
an_overture.pdf.
 There is a timeline by which 
documents need to be submitted 
to the General Assembly. For 
amendments to the Book of Order, 
submission must be by February 
14, 2014. For items with financial 
implications, the date is April 15. For 

any other 
overture, 
submission 
must be by 
April 30. 
Remember 
that an 
overture 
must be 
voted on by the presbytery. Our 
next stated meeting is November 
9, and our first in 2014 will be 
March 22. Please plan accordingly! 
For more information, contact 
Lynn Hargrove, lhargrove@
pbyofnewcovenant.org or
713-526-2585.
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Mission & Ministry Classifieds
Job opening: Youth Director
 St. Mark Presbyterian Church in Boerne, TX, is seeking a full-time Youth 
Director for this growing 400 member church, only minutes from San Antonio. 
Qualifications include: committed Christian, a heart for youth, creative energy and 
effective organizational and communication skills. Experience working with youth 
is preferred. A college degree or substantial college experience is a plus. Salary is 
commensurate with qualifications and experience. 
 Interested applicants should send resumes to St. Mark Presbyterian Church, 
Attn: Personnel, 208 W. Bandera Rd., Boerne, TX 78006
or email to stmarkyd@gmail.com.

Available: Pipe Organ
 Are you interested in buying a beautiful Solid 
Oak and Veneer Tracker action Pipe Organ with Brazilian 
Mahogany Hand Carved Pipe Shades? It is a two- manual 
organ with nine stops and nine ranks - 494 pipes in all.  The 
organ is approximately 11 feet tall by 9 feet wide. Interested 
parties may bid on the organ, as is, starting with a minimum 
bid of $5,000.00.  All bids are due to the church by August 
31. Highest bid wins the organ. Buyer is responsible for all 
moving cost. Deadline for removal is November 1.
 Those interested, contact Johnna at Westminster 
Presbyterian, Houston, westminstr@sbcglobal.net, or give her a call at 281-530-1675. 

Wanted: DVDs and C.E. curriculum
 Do you have DVDs that you don’t want any more? Please donate them to 
the Seafarers Center! Movies and music are popular with the seafarers as they spend 
long hours between ports. Adult Sunday School curriculum is also welcome for Bible 
study on board, which can build trust among the crew members. Donations may be 
delivered to the Presbytery Center or the Seafarers Center at the Port of Houston.

Job opening: - church organist
New Hope PC, 1350 North Mason Road, Katy, is searching for an organist, a part-
time position that requires 6-8 hours per week, inclusive of prep time. Choir practice 
is Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., plus a run-through on Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
There is one regular Sunday service, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., and additional music 
offerings throughout the year. The organist is expected to be an active member of 
the worship planning team, collaborating with Choir Director and Pastor on all facets 
of the church’s music program. Good sight reading skills are a must. Attendance is 
required at monthly staff meetings, the Worship Committee meeting, and the annual 
officer retreat. Conversance with Presbyterian liturgical practice is preferred but not 
mandatory. Salary is negotiable, commensurate with experience and education. 
For further information or to submit resume, please contact the New Hope 
Presbyterian Church Office, office@newhopepckaty.org.

Family Promise Update

 Covenant Presbyterian 
Church began its involvement with 
the Family Promise program of 
Bryan/College Station in 2010. 
Family Promise identifies families 
who have become homeless and who, 
with job training and counseling, can 
move out of homelessness with the 
help of local churches. The goal is 
to have the families move out of the 
program in ninety days.
 Covenant Presbyterian 
became a buddy church to Friends 
United Church of Christ, which 
houses families one week at a 
time about five or six times a year. 
Covenant provides dinners to the 
families and volunteers once or twice 
each week that the Friends church 
hosts. They also provide paper goods, 
laundry soap, etc. 
 The church received a 
Peacemaking Grant from Presbytery 
of New Covenant in June 2011. 
Besides providing supplies to its 
buddy church, it has purchased GED 
study guides, and provided money so 
that clients can obtain documents - 
for example birth certificates – and 
can access services and get gas cards 
in order to get to job interviews. The 
church has included the annual dues 
to Family Promise in its mission 
budget. In 2011 ten families provided 
food for the dinners and now twenty 
families participate. These volunteers 
are invited to share the meal with the 
family and other volunteers. 
 A few comments from some 
of the volunteers:

 “I actually first began working 
around the homeless when I starting 
serving meals at Twin City Shelter 
almost three years ago. What I 
learned is that most of the people 
do not want to be there… they 
are not simply there for handouts. 
They are loving, caring people who 
would prefer  to be able to support 
themselves financially and be able to 
provide shelter for themselves and 
their families. Many are well read and 
educated but due to circumstances 
beyond their control have found 
themselves in need. 
 “I guess I assumed that most 
people would be undereducated. That 
proved to be wrong, although some 
have not finished high school. They 
receive help getting their GEDs. One 
woman had run from an abusive 
relationship with her four children 
and was starting over. When they got 
their apartment, she was as excited 
about the donations of linens and 
furniture and housewares, all used, 
as if they had been new. A truly 
humbling experience. It was also a 
shock to learn that the average age of 
a homeless person in our county is 
seven years old.”
 “I am very supportive of the 
Family Promise program and laud 
all the hard work done by volunteers, 
as well as the financial support that 
the program 
receives from 
the affiliated 
churches. My 13-year-old son has 
helped me prepare meals for the past 
two years. We usually stay for dinner 
and have a chance to talk with the 
displaced family members. Those 
encounters remind me how easily 
people can fall onto hard times and 
how important it is to give your time 
and effort to help others get back on 
their own two feet. Talking to people 
outside of our circle of friends is a 
good reminder of the struggles that 
many people face. My son is very 
interactive and he treats the children 

as if they were his relatives. For me, 
Family Promise is a way to turn 
thoughts into acts. It is very easy to 
support something in principle, but 
the act of doing something takes more 
effort and that is what really counts. 
 “I met a lady and her teenage 
daughter several months ago. They 
were gracious, well-mannered, 
certainly not downtrodden. They were 
interested in the food I had brought, 
asked about the recipes. I think 
Family Promise had given them hope 
for the future.”
  “It is very rewarding to see 
families needing help for a short time 
able to learn new skills and reenter 
the job market. They work together 
as a family to be independent again. 

Volunteers and children enjoy time with 
Family Promise.

Family Promise is a wonderful way to 
serve God’s children.”
 “Participating in Family 
Promise mean getting up close 
and personal with homelessness. 
Visiting and serving your guests at 
Family Promise touches your heart 
and soul because it puts a real face 
on homelessness. It is an excellent 
example of the Good Samaritan. If we 
want hands-on ministry to the poor, 
this is it. I have forgotten their names, 
but I will never forget their faces and 
their stories. Isaiah 58:10 says, “and 
if you spend yourselves in behalf of 
the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 
oppressed, then your light will rise in the 
darkness, and your night will become 
like the noonday.
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In the Resource Center

6. 

Scattering Seeds: Cultivating Church 
Vitality
Stephen Chapin Garner with Jerry Thornell
 The author’s refreshing acknowledgement of 
the role of the Holy Spirit trumping any strategy of the 
church leaders sets this apart from the run-of-the-mill  
how-to-have a vital church. He describes a church that 
has called itself to be graciously at the mercy of the Holy 
Spirit. He describes their experiences in which miracles 
happened when the leadership released its need to be in 
control and allowed the disciplines of prayer, study, and 
communal discernment to shape their ministries. Best 
practical takeaway is his clear description of what is really 
different about ministry teams and the importance of not 
just rebranding your committees as teams. 

I Am Second
DVD and study guide
 Across the United States and the world, hundreds 
of thousands of people are proclaiming a new anthem: “I 
Am Second.” They have discovered that God has a plan 
for their life, a plan that starts with making God First. 
They learned that whether it was money or relationships 
or the pleasures of life, nothing brought satisfaction and 
peace until God was First in their lives. Hear their stories 
and discover the powerful message of their journeys. This 
resource features topics every person can relate to, such as 
relationships, struggles, and success and includes engaging 
small group discussion questions.  
6 sessions (8-12 minutes each)

John Knox for Armchair Theologians
By Suzanne McDonald
 The newest addition to the popular Armchair 
Theologians series, this small illustrated volume offers 
a highly accessible introduction to the life, career, and 
writings of this leader of the Scottish Reformation. The 
illustrations by Ron Hill sprinkled through the text 
are cartoon like but never cartoonish as they further 
illuminate Knox’s story. A final chapter on the women in 
Knox’s private life goes some way toward giving a more 
accepting view of women than what is suggested in his 
diatribes against the Roman Catholic female rulers that 
he interacted with in his life. 

Transformational Leaders
NEW from the Being Reformed Series of 7-week adult 
studies
 Seven authors offer essays out of their personal area 
of passion, all of which are critical to transformation: being 
Presbyterian in a changing culture, worship, congregational 
life, education, using social media, and mission and 
ministries. This could become a wonderful outline for a 
leadership retreat with different teams prepared to lead the 
conversation. Short essays bring new fodder for thought 
into the room and thoughtful questions help participants 
process how their congregation can best respond and to 
articulate first steps.

An Abiding Hope: The Presence of God in 
Exodus and Deuteronomy
By Janice Catron. 2013-14 Horizons Bible Study
 Horizons Bible Studies have long ago moved 
beyond a “just for women only” study vehicle. The new 
nine-session study on Exodus continues in the vein of 
richly illustrated studies that provide solid scholarship and 
excellent questions to engage the learner. The study truly 
helps students move beyond the rip-roaring adventure story 
to a thoughtful examination of the presence and providence 
of God. It leads learners to examine how this very ancient 
story speaks to our modern world, and sidebars offer 
suggestions of how we can hear the stories of modern 
refugees and exiles in relation to the story of the long 
journey of the Hebrews from slavery to redemption, from 
wilderness wanderings to becoming a new people in settled 
homes.

An Abiding Hope Companion DVD
 Horizons study author Janice Catron discusses 
the meaning of each lesson in this study. Each 8-minute 
segment adds additional information to the study materials 
found in the text and gives students a sense of the genuine 
warmth, deep faith, and great knowledge of the author. 
The DVD also includes embedded additional print study 
resources including questions and discussion starters, 
lesson summaries, and main points outline for each lesson.

Exodus From Scratch: The Old 
Testament for Beginners
By Donald Griggs and Eugene March
 Hot off the presses, this volume is the newest 
entry in the Bible from Scratch series. It contains both the 
Participant’s and Leader’s Materials for a seven-week study. 
A particularly helpful feature is the inclusion of prepared 
handouts for each session that can be photocopied for 
use. Worship resources for each session are also included. 
This is a great stand-alone study, but could also be used 
to provide additional support for the new Horizons Bible 
study.

New Resources

Visit the Resource Center
 Books, DVDs, equipment, and curriculum - it’s all available 
for churches and individuals to borrow! See the Resource Center 
database on the presbytery website or contact Patricia Brantley at 
pbrantley@pbyofnewcovenant.org.
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6. 

The Next Christian
6-session study
 Designed to be used as a companion to the 
book of the same title by Gabe Lyons, the DVD 
features notable thinkers and leaders from a wide 
range of theological backgrounds commenting on the 
enormous hope that can be seen in the next generation’s 
response to the call to be faithful disciples. A compelling 
vision for followers of Jesus recovering a core identity of 
discipleship that navigates a post Christian culture with 
integrity emerges. Featured speakers include Tim Keller, 
Andy Crouch, Scott McKnight and Phyllis Tickle.

shiny gods 
4-session study
 In a culture guided by shiny, life-promising 
distractions, “enough” seems elusive and keeps us chasing 
the quick fix for what will fill the empty spots in our souls. 
Mike Slaughter, pastor of Ginghamsburg Church helps 
participants reassess their priorities to create a culture 
and lifestyle of giving, based on the word of God and 
the example of Christ. Topics include Naming our Idols; 
Money Work, and Debt; Be Faithful, Save and Give; and 
Heart Giving. This could be a great study in preparation 
for stewardship season. The DVD circulates with one 
copy of the participant book. A free 58-page leader’s guide 
can be downloaded.

Surprised by Hope
6-session study
 Popular author N. T. Wright helps us gain 
biblical insights with a transformative vision of God’s 
final new creation, filled with hope. He helps us move 
beyond ‘sweet by and by’ visions and affirms the ways 
God intends for us to experience hope personally in 
present life and spread God’s healing power to the world 
around us. Session topics include The Hope of Heave, 
the Hope of salvation and Hope of the Church. The 
DVD circulates with a participant’s guide which can be 
purchased separately. 

More News and Resources

Mark your calendars now!
The last stated meeting of the presbytery in 2013 will be Saturday, 

November 9, at Atascocita PC, Atascocita.

The theme for the 2014 presbytery meetings will be
“Making Disciples.”

Saturday, March 22, at Grace PC, Houston
Saturday, July 19, at Covenant PC, College Station
Saturday, November 8, at Indian PC, Livingston

New Book of Order!
 The 2013-2015 Book of 
Order is available for order and/or 
download through the PC(USA) 
website. Hard copies may be 
ordered at http://store.pcusa.org/
OGA13001.  Or, you can download 
a pdf copy at  http://store.pcusa.org/
OGA13010 

Other languages are 
available, too, at http://
oga.pcusa.org/section/
mid-council-ministries/
constitutional-services/constitution/ 
 The Presbytery Center has 50 
copies on order which will be available 
for purchase.

mark your calendars

Fun, faith-filled retreat weekends for middle and high school youth led by our 
Presbytery’s Youth Connection Council (PYCC)

February 21 – 23 
February 28 – March 2

at Cho-Yeh Camp & Conference Center, Livingston, TX
Watch video on Youth Page (click Quick Find) on presbytery website!

www.pbyofnewcovenant.org

was among the archives found in the 
house of a colleague’s parents. The big 
questions for this study were divorce, 
living together, and open marriage. 
You may wish to look at this older 
statement by the church. 
 Another item for study is 
the Belhar Confession, which will 
be coming back for consideration 
at the Detroit assembly. There are 
many people in the PCUSA who 
are passionate about including this 
confession in our current Book 
of Confessions. There are several 
documents available which will enrich 
a study of this confession. The Belhar 
Confession comes out of South Africa 
as a response of the Church to racism 
and apartheid.
 The resources for the 
Belhar Confession include copies 
of the Belhar Confession and its 
Accompanying Letter, as well as 
two different six-session studies of 
the Belhar Confession, one written 
by Cynthia Holder Rich and one 
by Eunice McGarrahan. Both are 
excellent for congregational and 

council use. Additionally, there are 
a wide variety of resources from 
the Reformed Church in America, 
which has recently added the Belhar 
Confession to its confessional 
standards. These materials, too, can 
be accessed through a link on the 
homepage of the presbytery website.
 There will be more 
study materials available in the 
fall: a study booklet on “Belhar 
and Scripture” written by Steve 
Hayner (the president of Columbia 
Seminary); another booklet entitled 
“The PCUSA and Belhar” with 
affirmations from a wide diversity of 
people in the PCUSA explaining why 
Belhar is important for the Church; 
a workshop design that a presbytery 
or small group might use to study the 
Belhar Confession in one 50-minute 
session; and a video of voices both 
in the PCUSA and from around the 
world offering testimony as to the 
value of Belhar. 
 Make plans to use these study 
materials with your congregation.

Make Plans from on page 1



SEPTEMBER 19

September 17-18
Growing into Tomorrow: 
Retirement Planning Workshop
Board of Pensions
Presbytery Center

September 19
Render Unto Caesar Workshop
Board of Pensions
Presbytery Center

September 28
Treasurer’s Workshop
Session Records Review
First PC
Bryan

October 5
Celebrate Mission
Grace PC, Houston 

October 12
Session Records Review
Church Treasurer’s Workshop
New Hope PC, Katy

October 14-17
Small Church Pastor Retreat
Mo-Ranch Conference Center
Hunt, TX

November 9
Stated Presbytery Meeting
Treasurer’s Workshop
Session Records Review
Atascocita PC

November 28 -29
Thanksgiving Holiday
Presbyterian Center closed

December 5
Christmas Open House
Presbytery Center

2014
February 21-23

Youth Conclaves
Cho-Yeh Camp and Conference 
Center
Livingston, TX

February 28-March 2
Youth Conclaves
Cho-Yeh Camp and Conference 
Center
Livingston, TX

10 |  New Covenant Connections, September/October 2013

calendar upcoming events and gatherings
SEPTEMBER 8 SEPTEMBER 14-15

83rd Women’s Day Observance!

 You are invited to join in the 83rd Annual 
Women’s Day Observance at Pinecrest Presbyterian, 
Houston, Sunday, September 8, at 11:00 a.m. The 
theme for the observance is Trailblazers II: The Next 
Generation (Philippians 3:12-14).

The speaker for this time of worship is 
Mrs. Clover Jones

of True Light Missionary Baptist Church,
Rev. Craig Taylor, Pastor

 First Presbyterian Church in Brazoria will 
begin their celebration of 100 years of ministry with 
a church picnic on Saturday, September 14, and a 
worship service on Sunday, September 15, at 10:30 
a.m. Rev. Mike Cole will deliver the message at 
worship, assisted in the service by current pastor,
Rev. Debbie Measells and former pastor,
Emory Glover. 
 All are invited for worship and a meal 
following the service. The church was organized 
on Sunday, September 14, 1913, by the Rev. T. C. 
Johnston with eleven members and continues to 
worship in the building erected in 1916.

Fresh Elastic for

 Yes, it’s time to connect again! Come and join others involved in education and discipleship in this 
presbytery Thursday, September 19, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at the Presbytery Center, 1110 Lovett Blvd. Let’s 
rejuvenate and renew as we prepare for the year ahead. We will continue to address what those involved in 
spiritual formation in the church are saying they want. 
 This time around let’s look at Cross Generational Faith Formation at Home
	 •	 How	to	address	the	four	keys	of	a	vibrant	faith	-	Caring	Conversations,	Devotions,	Service,
  Rituals and Traditions - in the home
	 •	 Activities	for	the	above	with	an	Advent	twist
	 •	 Sharing	of	favorite	Advent	ideas	for	families.	Please	bring	ideas	to	share	with	those
  in attendance. 
 If you are a volunteer, paid staff person, teaching elder or just curious, you are invited! Lunch will be 
provided, complete with a beverage and dessert!
 This session will be facilitated by folks with a seasoned heart for education. Please feel free to contact 
any one of them if you have questions.
Jo Ann Currie ( jscurrie51@yahoo.com)  Connie Nyquist  (lnyquist@sbcglobal.net)
Kim Shrull (kshrull@earthlink.net)   Anne Wilson (anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com )
 Please RSVP to anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com by Monday morning, September 16.



 

 

oCToBER 17

SEPTEMBER 21

oCToBER 3 - 5

oCToBER 5
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more events and gatherings to enjoy!

Under the Big Oak Tree

 John Knox PC, Houston, will hold “Under the Big Oak Trees” 
Saturday, September 21, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Vendors, sponsors, and 
donors are welcome to participate in this arts and crafts bazaar for charity. 
This is the fifth year that John Knox has held this event. Every penny of 
the profit will help Westside Homeless Partnership, Memorial Assistance 
Ministries (MAM), REACH Unlimited, and Heifer International.
The Bazaar will take place, rain or shine, under beautiful old oak trees. Make 
plans to bring your family out for shopping, eating, children’s activities, 
entertainment, and a raffle with terrific prizes! Special guests include Mayor 
Annise Parker and KTRK’s Sharron Melton.
 For more information, contact Nancy McElhinney at 281-705-3874 
or Vendor Coordinator Sue Garwood, 1suegar@att.net or 713-248-5167.

Leading

world
in a

 Take the first step toward becoming more inclusive of people 
across different cultures. Austin Seminary presents this workshop 
October 3-5, led by the Rev. Eric H. F. Law, founder and executive 
director of the “Kaleidoscope Institute for Competent Leadership in 
a Diverse Changing World”.  $185 (regularly $215). Save $30 if you 
register by September 15. For groups of 4 or more, $150 each.
 More information at http://www.austinseminary.edu/page.
cfm?p=2336

 Shop for short-term mission opportunities. Network with other 
mission celebrants and learn how presbyterians are doing mission. Jacob 
and Aliamma George will be the featured speakers. Celebrate Mission 
will be held on Saturday, October 5, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 
Grace PC, Houston. Lunch is $6 per person. RSVP to Carrie Walker at 
cwalker@pbyofnewcovenant.org or call 713-526-2585, ext. 205.

Seasons of Caring
LUNCHEON

 What has become a much-anticipated annual celebration will take 
place in October. Interface-Samaritan Counseling Centers, which have 
offered faith-sensitive counseling and education services for over 40 years 
in the greater Houston area, will hold their annual Seasons of Caring 
Luncheon Thursday, October 17, 11:30 a.m., at River Oaks Country 
Club. You are invited to join in this celebration! The Luncheon this year 
will honor Dan Schewe (Northwoods PC, Houston), Peggy and Gary 
Edwards (Chapelwood United Methodist Church, Houston), and; James 
A. Sales (Catholic). 
 Speaking will be Chris Ayres (USMC, retired) and his wife 
Renee. Chris is a combat-wounded veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
He and Renee will talk about the power of faith in overcoming Post 
Traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSD).  Don’t miss this powerful and 
enlightening testimony about the miracle of God’s grace amidst the chaos 
of war and its aftermath.  
 For more information about the luncheon, contact Steve Duson, 
Executive Director, 713-626-7990. (see Steve’s introduction on page 5.)
 Note: John Boom, a long-time member of First PC, Houston, 
will show his painting at the Pictures Plus Gallery (115 Hyde Park Blvd.) 
on September 26, 6:30-9:00 p.m. Proceeds will benefit Interface and The 
Nehemiah Center. For more information, visit www.JohnBoomArt.com

The Presbytery of New Covenant presents

Building hope
and transforming lives
for a better tomorrow.



www.pbyofnewcovenant.org  www.pbyofnewcovenant.org  www.pbyofnewcovenant.org  www.pbyofnewcovenant.org

NON PROFIT PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
GAINESVILLE, TEXAS

Permit No. 55

PRESBYTERY OF 

NEW COVENANT
1110 Lovett Boulevard
Houston, TX 77006-3824

September - October 2013  |  Volume 11, Edition 5 

A publication for the Presbytery of New Covenant

*HR = Honorably Retired    *RE = Ruling Elder

In Our Prayers
RE John Jo, Korean Central Presbyterian, Houston – grandson Ezra Zane Lee 

was born June 25, 2013. John is Chair of General Council.

Family and friends of RE Jim Clipson, First PC, Eagle Lake –                           
Jim died July 3, 2013.

Family and friends of Rev. Alfred Gwynn Severin – Alfred died July 8, 2013. Al 
was a member of New Covenant Presbytery in the 70s and early 80s, and 
most recently was a member of the presbytery in Austin.

Family and friends of Mae Sunday, wife of Rev. Rodney Sunday – Mae died July 
15, 2013. Rodney was pastor of St. Andrew’s PC, Houston, from 1950 to 
1961 and was the founding pastor of Pines PC, Houston, from 1961 to 1975.

Larry and Connie Nyquist, Clear Lake PC – Larry’s brother George, died  
July 15, 2013. Connie, a retired Christian Educator, previously served the 
presbytery as an associate general presbyter.

Rev. Andrew and Cauleen Stepp – son Shepherd William Stepp was born        
July 16, 2013. Andrew is associate Pastor off Missions and Evangelism at 
First PC, Houston.

Family and friends of Rev. Mark Vernon, HR – Mark died July 21, 2013. Mark 
was the former pastor at Timber Ridge PC, The Woodlands.

Family and friends of RE Dan Flowers, St. Philip Presbyterian, Houston – Dan 
died July 29, 2013. Dan served as treasurers of presbytery for seven years.

Rev. Andrew Keyes – Andrew was be ordained and installed August 4, 2013, 
as Designated Pastor at Southminster PC, Missouri City.

Rev. Becky Ardell Downs and the congregation of John Knox Presbyterian, 
Houston – Becky was be installed as pastor (moving from designated pastor 
to pastor) August 11, 2013. 

Family and friends of TE Ken Jack, HR – Ken died August 1, 2013. Prior to 
retirement, Ken served as pastor of First PC, Huntsville, for many years.

Rev. Debbie Measells (First PC, Brazoria) and family - Debbie’s Father, 
Floyd Cannedy, passed away August 1. Services were held in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi.

RE Don Murray, Faith Presbyterian, Baytown – Don’s wife Roxanne Murray 
died August 1, 2013. Don was instrumental in the merger of the Baytown 
churches and all the property transactions. He currently serves on the 
Finance Committee of presbytery.  

General Presbyter Mike Cole and his wife Ellie – A microscopic cell in one of 
Ellie’s lymph nodes has been identified as renal cell carcinoma. It is likely 
this is a cell left over from her cancer surgery five years ago.

RE Helen Wolf, presbytery editor – The wife of Helen’s brother,              
Patricia Gilbert, is battling a return of cancer to her spinal cord.

Valerie Knox, Synod of the Sun Co-Leader - Valerie’s mother died August 15, 2013.


