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2013 State of the Presbytery
By Mike Cole, General Presbyter

On Ash Wednesday, the
staff gathered as we do on every
Wednesday for chapel worship
together. I led the service and
concluded what I thought was a
meaningful worship experience,
and was ready to pronounce the
benediction. I noticed, however, that
the staff was looking at me rather
quizzically. Finally one person broke
the silence and said, “Well, are you
going to administer the ashes?” I was
embarrassed that I had forgotten a
primary
reason
we had
gathered
that
morning.
That
incident
reminds
me that
we have to
remember
Mike Cole
what we
are here to do - spread the good news
of Jesus Christ in the world. So, how
are we doing?

INSIDE

A Reality Check
We ended 2012 with a
positive balance for the first time in
10+ years. Our 2013 budget is oversubscribed and does not include any
funds from dismissed congregations.

Half of those dismissal funds are set
aside in reserve for a “rainy day,” and
the other half are designated for New
Church Development and 1001 New
Worshiping Communities. Happily,
we have increased our presbytery
giving to Synod and GA by 50%. We
are the second largest presbytery in
our synod and fifth in giving to the
synod. We can do better.
As of today, we have
dismissed five congregations with
a total of 700 members. Two
were dismissed to the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church; two were
dismissed to the Covenant Order of
Evangelical Presbyterians; and one
was dismissed to the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church. There are two
congregations still in the discernment
process - First Presbyterian Church
of Kingwood and First Presbyterian
Church of Houston - with a total of
5,000 members. The financial impact
of these dismissals is minimal because
only one of the five we have dismissed
and one of the two who are in
discernment has financially supported
the presbytery in recent years. In
fact the overage of pledges for 2013
exceeds the financial contributions
of all the churches dismissed and
in discernment. So, we will be okay
financially.
On the other hand, the
emotional/psychological impact of
losing part of our presbytery family is

enormous. The numbers don’t matter.
What matters are the people and
our relationships. We are saddened
by losing friends and colleagues who
feel conscience-bound to distance
themselves from us.
We have five new church
developments and have chartered
four in the last five years, which
puts us among the leaders in our
denomination in new church
development.
Our presbytery consists
of 102 congregations and 32,681
members and we are still the 6th
largest presbytery by membership.
Our presbytery, all 102 congregations,
gave $9 million to local and global
mission out of $52 million received.
The Vision Initiative Fund and the
Lynn Johnson Social Justice Fund are
still funding mission projects in our
congregations. These two funds alone
have provided $391,000 in vision and
mission grants to 68 congregations in
the last six years.
What’s Right with the PC(USA)?
While I understand the
necessity of congregations who
contemplate seeking dismissal from
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to
make a case for why they are unhappy
with the denomination, on a personal
level I get tired of hearing what’s
wrong with our denomination. So,
State of the Presbytery continue on page 2

Time for
the Big Tent
Conference
The Third Biennial Big Tent
takes place in Louisville, KY, August
1-3. Designed as a gathering that
unites ten PC(USA) conferences
in one venue to be held in nonAssembly years, this cooperative
effort has grown in part due to the
wealth of opportunities for learning
new leadership skills and making
connections with great ministries
across our denomination. The event
design allows for BIG worship and
plenary sessions and the opportunity
to mix and match workshops across
ten program areas. Ninety plus
workshops makes it hard to select
the six workshops each participant
is allowed to select. The $295 early
registration rate includes workshops
and plenaries, as well as most meals.
Partner conferences include:
• Compassion, Peace and Justice
• Evangelism and Church Growth
The registration details for the
Evangelism and Church Growth
Conference are now available online.
Big Tent continue on page 3
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I’d like to share my list of what’s right
with our denomination.
We have a heritage and
history that pre-dates the founding
of our nation. We have endured splits
and reunions before and will weather
this one as well.
In spite of those who
want to believe the worst about
the PC(USA), we believe in Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Savior, the
sovereignty of God, and the power of
the Holy Spirit. We are not heretics
and we are not apostate. We are
loving, compassionate, grace-filled
people of God who really do love
Jesus and want to make a difference in
the world.
The PC(USA) has 10,000
congregations, 11,000 ministers, and
a little less than two million members.
We are shrinking, yes, but we are still
the largest Presbyterian denomination
in the United States by far. Here are
a few comparisons with the other
major Presbyterian denominations
in the United States. The PC(USA)
has a 240+ year history. The next
oldest Presbyterian denomination is
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church
which has been in existence for 200+
years. The Cumberland Presbyterian
Church has 709 congregations, 899
ministers, and 75,127 members. The
Presbyterian Church in America has
existed for 40 years. They have 1700
congregations and 335,000 members.
The Evangelical Presbyterian Church
has been in existence for 32 years.
They have 300 congregations and
115,000 members. The Covenant
Order of Evangelical Presbyterians
(ECO) has been in existence for one
year. They have 31 congregations
with 17, 000 members, with 48
congregations in transition into ECO.
ECO reports that there are another
80-100 congregations in various
stages of consideration.
The PC(USA) has an
astounding legacy of hospitals,
churches, schools and seminaries
unmatched by other denominations.
Within the PC(USA), help
is as close as the nearest PC(USA)
congregation and the presbytery
office, because the presbytery is us.
The PC(USA) works
ecumenically and with other
faith groups to build trust and

TOP

5

Reasons it’s a blessing to be in the
Presbytery of New Covenant
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We recognize that Presbytery is
not “them” - it is “us.”
Collegiality means something here.
We have strong relationships and
there is an increasing trust level
that contributes to an atmosphere
of grace, peace, and hope.
We are committed to local and
global mission - CEDEPCA,
Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, Peru, Taiwan,
Romania, Sudan and South Sudan
- just to name a few areas where we
are actively partnering with others
in mission.
We have an outstanding Youth
Ministry. The Presbyterian Youth
Connection Council has been the
premier youth ministry among
presbyteries and it is getting even
better under the leadership of the
Rev. Caressa Murray. This summer,
the PYCC has arranged for two
mission trips for youth from small
and mid-size congregations who
might not have the critical mass on
their own to arrange a mission trip.
We have a great Clergy Retreat.
I believe it’s the best in the

understanding. We have a longstanding reputation of being bridge
builders among Christian and other
faith groups. We encourage full, open,
and theologically-informed debate of
issues that vex Christians and society.
We have a nearly 60 year
history of recognizing the gifts of
women for ministry. Women are
encouraged and affirmed in ordination
throughout the denomination,
not just in some congregations or
presbyteries.
Our denomination has
challenged us to form 1001 new
worshiping communities in the next
ten years to counteract not only
declining membership but also tepid
evangelism in our congregations.
PNC Proud
This year the Academy awards
presenters announced two movies at a
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denomination, with an appropriate
blend of learning and relaxing after
the Lent/Easter season.
Our response to crises. We
were exceptionally blessed to
be the longest lasting recovery
organization on the Texas Gulf
Coast following Hurricane Ike.
For those of you who weren’t
around at the time of Hurricane
Katrina, our presbytery tithed its
endowments - $340,000 - to the
presbyteries of South Louisiana
and Mississippi. We are an
amazingly generous presbytery
family.
We are respectful of our diversity
and recognize the wealth of
knowledge within the presbytery.
We know that many different
heads are better than many of the
same.
Every congregation matters;
the smallest to the largest
congregations receive the same
level of guidance, care and support.
We have a fabulous staff.
Our mission is to serve the
congregations, specializing in
hospitality, professionalism, and
integrity.
We have a sense of humor. We
laugh a lot, which is a sign of a
healthy organization.

time as nominees for the Best Picture
award. The problem was that instead
of saying, “Here is the next nominee
for best picture,” they all said, “Here is
the nominee for the next best picture.”
One word was out of place, but what
a difference in meaning!
We are called by God not just
to be the next-best picture but to be
the best. After all, we’ve got the best
producer, director, and scriptwriter
around. Even though being the
best for God is serious business,
we mustn’t mistake that for taking
ourselves too seriously. The reality,
as St. Paul reminds us, is that we
are all fools for Christ. Allowing the
world to see a little of our playfulness
might just make the world realize we
are human after all and that Christ
calls us not into an institution but a
relationship.
We are PNC and proud of it!

Big Tent

Clerk’s Corner

Continued from page 1

If you are interested in evangelism,
transformational leadership, and/
or church planting and the August
dates don’t work for you, consider
the ECG Conference September 1619 in St. Pete’s Beach, Florida.
• Healthy Ministry (COM and CPM
related work)
• National Elders
• National Multicultural Church
• Presbyterian Communicator’s
Network
• Racial Ethnic and Immigrant’s
Convocation
• Seminary Support Network
• Theology, Worship and Education
• World Mission
Find details about the event
and how to register at www.pcusa.
org/bigtent. One word of warning –
with so many options to choose from,
the conference schedule booklet has
38 pages!
Members of our New
Covenant staff will be attending.
Listen to what they are saying about
why each of them is excited to attend:
Mike Cole:
I’m excited about going to Big Tent
to learn more about world mission
opportunities for our congregations.
The Presbyterian Church has
historically been involved in
worldwide mission through the work
of missionaries, but the emphasis
now is on sending disciples of Jesus
Christ for short-term mission projects
and partnerships in other lands. The
part of Big Tent that I love is the
ability to connect, learn, worship,
pray in a non-threatening atmosphere
where arguments and parliamentary
procedure are non-existent. Big Tent
helps me realize once again why I am
a Presbyterian and proud of it!
Mary Marcotte:
Big Tent is a dynamite investment
in learning and connecting for
ministry. The family reunion aspect
of a General Assembly meeting is
present, but the focus is totally on

connecting with other passionate
Presbyterians who are focused on
significant ministries of the church. I
look forward to conversations about
tentmaking ministries and equipping
leaders for transformational ministry
in churches. I anticipate creative and
challenging worship, opportunity to
network with colleagues around the
edges of the conference, and exposure
to cutting edge practices and models
of ministry.
Sharon Darden:
“I am really excited! I attended my
first Big Tent Conference in Atlanta.
I usually attend the Healthy Church
Conference workshops for COM and
CPM members. This time I will mix
it up with the National Multicultural
Conference. Looking forward to great
workshops and worship services! I am
blessed.
Lynn Hargrove:
I have attended two previous Big Tent
conferences. There is such energy
being around so many Presbyterians
as we worship and learn together.
It has been a great time to see longtime friends from across the country
and to realize the diversity of our
denomination. I like being able to
choose workshops from among
so many “tracks” as these many
conferences come together in one
place. And one thing that is always
affirmed for me is what a privilege it
is to be a part of New Covenant - the
best presbytery in the country!
Forbes Baker:
I am excited about attending the Big
Tent event because of the opportunity
to take so many different classes on a
wide range of topics. I am especially
glad to have the opportunity to
learn more about the polity of the
Presbyterian Church.
Please let the presbytery
office know if you will be attending
the event so that we can be sure to
look for you in Louisville! Here’s to
a big delegation of New Covenant
Presbyterians!

By Rev. Lynn Hargrove
Stated Clerk,
Presbytery of New Covenant

One of the things that I really enjoy as Stated Clerk of the presbytery
is hearing the stories of what is exciting or new within our congregations
here in Southeast Texas. We ask a series of questions to start out our reviews
that include good news, challenges, and how we at the presbytery can be
of assistance in the business of congregations. It is energizing to hear how
differently each of our congregations is working to passionately engage their
communities to make disciples.
At the January review, we heard from Sherry Webb from
Community of the Servant-Savior in SE Houston. This is a church that
burned to the ground three years ago. Their dedication service for their
beautiful new building will have happened by the time you read this. Out of
the ashes … this congregation has been able to rebuild not only the building
but also relationships. Sherry has worked hard to recreate the session records
that were lost in the fire. We pray that they will continue not just to survive,
but to flourish in their new space overlooking verdant gardens.
The congregation of Spring Branch PC, Houston, worked alongside
neighboring congregations to bring the Nativity story to life in the park next
to the church. Thousands of people experienced what it might have been like
to welcome the Christ child’s birth on a chilly rainy evening. And the story
continued with a dramatic Easter Sunrise service in the park, again, working
with neighboring congregations to make a difference along the Katy Freeway
corridor. They now host one Boy Scout and six Girl Scout troops, helping
young people and their families.
Oaks PC, Houston, works with a nearby elementary school with
at-risk kids, as well as with “Critters for Christ” which is an ecumenical
animal-assisted outreach to health care facilities and social and special needs
programs. They are active in MANNA, a neighborhood church coalition
which runs a thrift shop to fund its food pantry and other assistance efforts
in near Northwest Houston.
St. Andrew’s PC, Houston, hosted a series on “Science and
Christianity” which included presentations on astronomy, evolution or
creation, and the origin of the world. Sermons, Sunday School, and
weeknight presentation wove together strands of these and other topics,
which are available for download or podcast: http://sapch.org/article.
php?AID=9&ViewID=30
After the last presbytery meeting, we heard from Heritage PC,
Houston. Many of you will remember the tumult after the congregation
split. Pastor Mark Plunkett wants you to know that they are alive and well,
and excited about their new opportunities in a new neighborhood. They were
able to sell their building on Highway 6, and are now worshipping in the
Towne Lake community near the Berry Center in far Northwest Houston,
and are looking forward to a new beginning in a new place.
Our friends at St. Luke’s PC, Cleveland, have been experiencing
growth with their new worship leader, Anna Marion, and new music director,
Tommie Daniels. They have almost doubled in size in just a year, and are
beginning to reach out to the community, including some new signage that
helps to make a dangerous part of the road more visible and safer.
There are great things happening in the Presbytery of New
Covenant, and I am grateful to be able to share these stories with you! Please
let us know the good things that are happening as you reach out to those that
need to hear Good News!
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Mary’s Musings
By Mary Marcotte

Associate General Presbyter,
Presbytery of New Covenant

		

Ancient Future Dreams
It is hard for me to believe that I am in my ninth year of service
to New Covenant Presbytery. As I have frequently said, I am enormously
blessed to have work that feeds my mind and my soul, wonderful people
to work with and among, and a loving and gracious God to serve. I’ve
been allowed to continue to grow professionally, frequently to the
stretching point but never to the breaking point. And because of the wise
policies of our presbytery and COM, I am about to engage a season of
rest and renewal which should re-energize me body, mind, and soul for
the years ahead. My sabbatical begins April 15 and I’ll return to the office
July 15.
As Mike Cole prepared to leave on his sabbatical last February,
he left with the charge that we would do fine in his absence and that I
should begin planning my sabbatical. Such a sabbatical was to be about
some rest, some play, and some personal and professional growth. And
so I began to dream. What has emerged leaves me a bit giddy with
anticipation. My husband and I will travel to some of my personal “life
list” destinations, and I will have an opportunity to research and reflect
deeply upon a question that has nagged me in recent years: What comes
next in Christian formation?
It should come as no surprise that I have a deep and abiding
love for Christian Education. I truly believe that Christian formation is
a core calling of the church. Please understand what I am talking about
is not just about amassing information about faith. What is critical is
an intentional process of forming disciples of Christ, a process that
involves head and heart, and impacts every part of life. It is an ongoing,
lifelong process from which we can never graduate. Sunday school CAN
contribute to Christian formation, but it’s not the only way. After all,
Sunday school is a rather recent “invention,” entering the scene during the
Victorian era, first as a way to provide literacy training for child factory
workers. In the 20th century, we saw the rise of a formalized “school of
the church” that was a heyday for building CE classrooms and training
professionals in the field of Christian Education. Yet as early as 1976
John Westerhoff was raising the warning that what we were doing was
not contributing to the faith life of far too many of our children and
youth. More recently Kenda Creasy Dean of Princeton Seminary and
others have reported on the negative impact on our kids’ faith of the
kind of training to “do good, be good” that has for too long been the focus
in many churches. In the meantime, the story I hear with increasing
frequency is that Sunday school is just not working for us anymore.
So what does the future hold? In some cases it may involve more
intentional cross generational education. In others it may take the form
of extending worship time with children taking part in experiential
centers on the edges of the room. In still others it may take the form of
something like Godly play where we listen and watch as scripture unfolds
before us and learners are encouraged to wonder about the story. Still
others will engage in ancient spiritual practices, and the conversation
around these practices will help shape the faith of a new generation.
Still others will find new ways to use digital portals for Bible study and
faith practices to make these curated resources available to families 24/7.
And for others it will be the continuation of lively and engaging Sunday
school classes for every age group in the church.
During my time away I’ll be talking with some of the bold
See Mary’s Musings continued in next column
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Community
News

Volunteers in a recent mission outreach at First PC, Bryan.

FPC-Bryan packs 40,332 meals!
On February 6, First PC,
Bryan, with friends from Church of
the Nazarene, Congregation Beth
Shalom, First Christian Church,
and others gathered in solidarity
with the hungry in the world and
packed more than 40,000 meals
to be distributed by Stop Hunger
Now, an international hunger relief
organization. This is the second time
the church has organized and hosted
an event which not only brings much
needed food to the world’s hungry but
also builds understanding and unity
within the faith community.
An excerpt from the letter of
thanks received from Matt Casteel,
Program Manager, Stop Hunger
Now:
“We are delighted to
announce that the meals from your
meal packaging event have been

shipped in a container totaling
285,120 meals from our Jackson,
MS, warehouse.
The meals will be
received by our
in-country partner,
Convoy of Hope,
in Honduras.
We are sincerely grateful for your
dedication and for sharing our
vision of a world without hunger.”
(Convoy of Hope, a 501(c)3 faithbased nonprofit, has served more than
55 million people throughout the world
through international children’s feeding
initiatives, community outreaches,
disaster response, and partner
resourcing.)
Visit www.stophungernow.org
for more information on how to be
involved in the fight against hunger.

Mary’s Musings continued…
experimenters out in churches across the country. I’ll be reading a bunch. I’ll
be praying even more. And yes, I’ll laugh and relax a bit as well. As I travel in
Greece and Turkey, I’ll try to get in touch with some of those practices and
patterns that shaped the phenomenal growth of the Christian church in the first
centuries of its life. And when I get back, I’ll be eager to share. Thank you for
letting me serve you. Thank you for giving me this time of renewal. See you after
July 15!

&

Highlights

Youth from Young Nak PC work together in mission. They are one of the youth groups
taking part in presbytery’s joint mission trips for youth.

Youth from nine churches unite for
mission!
Our presbytery is helping
youth groups join forces for mission.
This summer nine churches and
approximately seventy youth and
adults will venture to Austin, Texas,
for a week of mission with the
homeless, hungry, and impoverished.
Youth from three churches
(First PC-Sugar Land; St. Thomas
PC-Houston; and St. Andrew’s PCBeaumont) will be hosted by Hope
Presbyterian Church the week of June
9-15. University Presbyterian will
host youth from six churches the week
of July 7-13 (First PC-Dickinson,
First PC-Galveston, Faith PCBaytown, Young Nak Korean PCHouston, John Knox PC-Houston,
St. Paul’s PC-Needville).
Hear from these churches
what it means to be a part of this:
“This is a chance for
our youth to continue to make
connections with other area youth
and perhaps reconnect with youth
met at Presbytery youth events like
Conclaves. With a smaller youth
group, it becomes difficult to get
enough youth to make a trip like
this possible. Joining forces with
other small churches gives us an
opportunity that we might not
otherwise have. As a youth director, I

am excited to get to know my fellow
youth directors and discuss ideas
on everything from curriculum to
problem solving.” Leslie Baumeister First PC, Galveston.
“There are small ways our
small youth group can do mission
in our community, but to go and be
engaged in mission in a community
other than our own is daunting
because it seems we would be unable
to make a significant impact.” Rev.
Jonathan Murray - St. Paul’s PC,
Needville.
“The fact that Presbytery
coordinates and supports youth
mission is a great avenue to build
relationships between churches and
their youth as well as to give them
experiences in helping others that
they might not have otherwise.”
Marilee Norred - First PC, Dickinson.
Keep these churches, their
youth and adults, and all those they
will encounter in your prayers. If
your youth would like to be a part
of this opportunity or if you would
like resources for mission trips or
local mission, please contact the
Presbytery’s Coordinator for Youth
Ministry, the Rev. Caressa Murray, at
cmurray@pbyofnewcovenant.org.

Making History Today
By Rev. Dr. James S. Currie

Executive Secretary,
Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest

“The More Things Change…”
Recently I came across the following statement in a prominent
journal: “An article in the January number of the ... Magazine affirms
that the church has collapsed, that it is gradually losing its hold upon
the community and sinking into helplessness in the face of the complex
interests of modern life.”
The statement was in an editorial in the February 18, 1915 issue
of The Christian Century. That this was written almost a hundred years
ago is not to minimize the pain and peril that the church is facing today.
Nor is it to suggest that anything less than our best is required to bear
witness to the gospel today in thoughtful and creative ways. However, it
is to say what the editorial writer goes on to observe: “There has never
been a time since the apostolic age when an observant critic could not
make the same charge against the Christian society.”
It’s instructive to recall that when this editorial was written,
the Presbyterian Church (especially the northern branch, but actually
both northern and southern branches) was going through a tumultuous
time in its life. As is true today, the main issue was the interpretation
of Scripture. The fundamentalist-modernist controversy went back to
the early 1890s when Charles Briggs, professor of Old Testament at
Union Seminary in New York, was brought up on charges of heresy for
maintaining, among other things, that Moses was not the sole author of
the first five books of the Bible.
This controversy escalated throughout the 1910s and 1920s and
the signs of the times were encapsulated in the Scopes trial in Dayton,
Tennessee, in July 1925. John Scopes was charged with teaching the
theory of evolution in the local high school.
The controversy in the (northern) Presbyterian Church was
eventually resolved in 1927 with the modernists prevailing as they
argued for the unity of the church and allowing for more than one
interpretation of various doctrines of the church. Some, however, left
the denomination to form their own seminary and denomination - J.
Gresham Machen was one who did both.
As much as these issues continue to plague us, and as much as
we may disagree and argue with each other and regardless of how many
factions there may be in the church, it is always important to remember
that God always has the final word.
As we make history today, may our claims be couched in
humility and love with the understanding that we are all children of
God and brothers and sisters in Christ, and that no one has a corner on
the market of God’s grace and wisdom.

2013 Stated Presbytery Meetings
June 8, First PC, Galveston
If you would like a hotel room for Friday night or the weekend, please
let Carrie Walker (cwalker@pbyofnewcovenant.org or 713-526-2585)
know by Monday, May 6 so we can try to make hotel arrangements.
November 9
Atascocita PC, Atascocita
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2013 Presbyterian Youth Triennium
The Presbyterian Youth
Triennium is an international
gathering of Presbyterian and
Reformed young people that takes
place at Purdue University every three
years. This summer our presbytery
will send a delegation of 51 youth and
adults, representing 17 congregations,
to engage in a week of worship,
mission, Bible study, small groups,
and recreation.
The churches in our
presbytery who have youth
attending Triennium this summer
are: Pines, Houston; Woodforest,
Houston; Northwoods, Houston;
First, Bryan; First, Sugar Land;
Southminster, Missouri City; Juan
Marcos, Houston; First, Pasadena;
First, Lufkin; St. Thomas, Houston;
Faith, Baytown; Pinecrest, Houston;
Covenant, College Station; St.
John’s, Houston, First, Texas City;
and Bethel, West Columbia. Other
representatives of our presbytery
attending Triennium: Work Crew:
First Brazoria; Small Group Leader,
New Hope, Katy; and Native
American Presbyterian Delegation
from Livingston, TX.
Centered on the theme of
“I AM” – the identity of God and
our identity as individuals named,
claimed, and called by God –
Triennium will encourage our young
people to wrestle with their own sense
of self as young Christians living and
witnessing in today’s world.
Listen to what just a few
of the participants say about their
upcoming experience:
“I think that Triennium will

Please pray…

have a great effect on me and my walk
with Christ. In a year I will be in
college and my faith has to be mine,
not my friend’s or parents’ beliefs.”
Aurora McMillen, Youth Delegate,
Southminster PC, Missouri City.
“I look forward to hearing
new perspectives of the same faith
with different people from all around
the world.” Alyssa Wallace, Youth
Delegate, First PC, Pasadena.
“I’m excited because I think it
will put things in perspective for me
when it comes to our Presbyterian
community.” Tonie Sahm, Youth
Delegate, First PC, Bryan
“I had a choice between
applying for Work Crew at Camp
Cho-Yeh, which I have attended
for seven years, or applying to go
to Triennium. I chose Triennium
because it was a once in a lifetime
chance for me. I am really excited
to be in the intense spiritual
environment that it will offer.” Marisa
Harkins, Youth Delegate, Southminster
PC, Missouri City.
The 2013 Delegation is
grateful for the presbytery’s support,
especially the offering taken at the
March presbytery meeting and
encourages everyone to hold them in
prayer July 16-20.

At the time this newsletter went to press, our country was recovering
from the first news of the tragedies in Boston and in West, Texas. Please
continue to keep the families and communities affected by these events in
prayer, that the hope of Christ will be evident, even through the chaos and
trauma.
Following the tragedy at the Boston Marathon, members of the PDA
National Response Team were deployed to provide consultation and support
to leaders of the faith community. Gifts to support the response may be sent
to PDA designated for DR000015- Boston.
The explosion of twenty-five tons of fertilizer at a plant in West,
Texas, devastated the community. PDA National Staff and National
Response Team members have been in touch with Grace Presbytery and
pastors in the Waco area to offer support and resources. Contributions may
be sent to PDA designated for DR000015- West, TX.
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Mission &

Mrs. Aliamma George, right, empowering ladies of South Sudan.

Glimpse into life of missionaries
By Jacob and Aliamma George

It has been an exciting three
years watching a new nation being
birthed as we minister in South
Sudan. We are serving as mission
co-workers through the PC(USA)
teaching at the Giffen Institute of
Theology of the Presbyterian Church
of South Sudan (PCOSS). We
also work with Community Health
Evangelism there, helping to empower
people, especially women, to be
more proactive in the health of their
families. We find that we are making
a difference. It used to be that women
were not allowed out of their homes.
Now we are able to hold Bible studies
and other discussions in public places
and not be afraid. The electricity
service is only during the day, and
now women are out walking down the
dark streets lit only by flashlight - and
they feel safe!
We believe that the church is
the best hope for the growth of the
new country in terms of education,
health, and future development. We

are encouraged by the growth we
see in the churches where hundreds
of people come, sometimes meeting
outside under big trees in the 117o
heat.
We thank you for your
prayers and support for our stay. We
are on a six-month break and will be
in the Houston area until October. If
you would like us to come and make
a presentation to your congregation,
please contact us. Blessings to you!
Jacob and Aliamma George ( Jgsr7@
yahoo.com or AliammaGeorge12@
gmail.com)

Rev. Jacob George, right, greets the
General Secretary of JUBA, Presbyterian
Church of South Sudan.

Next Connections copy deadline is Wednesday,
June 12 for the July/August 2013 issue.
Please send articles and photos to Helen Wolf at
hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org.

& Ministry
Words from AnneMarie
In my new role as executive
director for Presbyterian Outreach
to Patients (POP), I report to a
board, possibly the best board in
existence! It is so wonderful to work
with the collaborative spirit of the
board, which is comprised of folks
from six churches of various sizes
in the presbytery. The board held
a lovely reception at Pines PC to
welcome me, but more importantly,
the gathering provided the venue for
POP Lay Ministers to be inspired as
they continue the beautiful work we
are given by Christ in the Beatitudes.
Blessed are the… POP Lay Ministers
intersect with those sacred moments
of God blessing his people in the
midst of illness and suffering.
One of POP’s past executive
directors, Rev. Steve Thorney,
HR, greatly inspired the group at
the reception with his historical
perspective on POP’s effective
spiritual care ministry. He spoke
from his tremendous experience in
spiritual care for patients and their
families and friends in the healthcare
setting, specifically in Palliative Care.
Lay Ministers also shared from their
own rich experiences of bringing the
presence of God into the rooms of

many hospitals. They were recharged
as one offered and another received
‘personal healing for difficult losses.’
The evening gave me tremendous
insight into some
of the challenges
faced by our POP
Lay Ministers.
Can you tell I
am so thrilled
to have this job!
You can imagine
AnneMarie Wallace
my concern following Rev. Dr. Steve Spidell! He
has built POP into such ministry of
great depth, benefiting our churches.
Eternal thanks to you, Dr. Spidell,
from all of us!
As I visit churches and
hospitals throughout Houston and
surrounding communities, meeting
with pastors and our POP Lay
Ministers, I am overwhelmed by their
devotion to Jesus Christ and love for
people who have been hospitalized.
I invite each of you to watch for
news about our training dates and to
become a POP Lay Minister. You will
understand the sense of community
that I am experiencing, the Kingdom
of God at hand!

Editor’s note: AnneMarie has a background in counseling and was Manager of
Clinical Chaplaincy Programs at M.D. Anderson for three years. She is currently
serving as Coordinator for Congregation Care at First PC, Houston. Her
education includes four units of Clinical and Pastoral Education (CPE) in four
separate hospitals. AnneMarie is also pursuing an MDiv at Fuller Texas and is a
Candidate for Ordination.

Classifieds
“…The Lord bids each one of us in all life’s actions to look to his calling…It is enough if
we know that the Lord’s calling is in everything the beginning and foundation of well-doing.”
(Calvin. Institutes. 3.10.6)

Job Opening: Music Director

First PC, Alvin, is seeking a Music Director. If interested, contact the church
office for more details at fpcalvin@sbcglobal.net or call 281-585-3406.

Position Opening: Children’s Choir Director

John Knox PC, Houston, is seeking a Children’s Choir Director. The person
filling this position will be responsible for developing the musical skills of children
in grades 2-5 through learning to read music, singing, and playing musical games and
instruments. The children’s choir will rehearse once a week September through May
and will sing one Sunday a month. Send inquiries to John Knox PC, Att: Jim McGough,
Chairman of Search Committee, jkpc@sbcglobal.net or call 713-462-5448.

Position Opening: Choir Director

Tiki Island Chapel, Galveston, is looking for a Choir Director for the 9:00
a.m. Sunday service. Duties include a Tuesday choir practice and a choir piece 2-3 Sundays a month, plus piano/organ playing. These duties could be done by a local person
who has other duties at an 11:00 a.m. service. The church is located at 835 Tiki Dr.,
Tiki Island, Galveston. If interested, contact CRE Dr. Peter Holmes at peterrholmes@
gmail.com.

New Hope Presbyterian, leader in
fundraising!
Each year, more than four
million people in over twenty
countries take part in a global
phenomenon, walking to raise muchneeded funds and awareness to save
lives from cancer. This year New
Hope PC in Katy with 46 team
members was the Top Team in raising
funds for the Katy Relay for Life,
which took place in March. The team,
captained by RE Patsy Hazelwood,
raised more than $30,000!
The relay takes place from
7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. Teams are
asked to have at least one participant
on the track throughout the night,
an acknowledgement that cancer
never sleeps. The first lap, known as
the Survivors Lap, celebrates those

who have survived cancer or who are
currently battling cancer. The money
raised goes directly to the American
Cancer Society’s programs.

Wednesday). Following each keynote,
there are times scheduled for small
group discussions. These will be done
in two different ways- 1) in general,
random groups that will be guided by
questions from our speakers and 2)
in affinity groups. An affinity group
is a group that has a particular lens
that may color their discussion of the
keynote. An affinity group may be
1001 NWC leaders, Hispanic/Latino

leaders, Korean leaders, leaders of
multicultural congregations, small
church pastors, etc.
Presbyteries or congregations
that have three or more persons
attending are eligible for a discounted
registration fee of $200 per person.
For more information, visit http://
www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/ecg2013/

Exuberant participants cheer one another
onward in the Relay for Life, which raises
money for the American Cancer Society.

Think now about September conference
The 2013 Evangelism and
Church Growth Conference will
take place September 16–19 at the
Tradewinds Island Grand, St. Pete
Beach FL. The conference theme
relates to much of the work we
do and what is happening in the
church today (1001 new worshiping
communities, church renewal through
new beginnings, disciple-making that
transforms and strengthens existing

congregations – all are happening
as God’s spirit builds a capacity for
our churches and leaders to start
something new. The scripture for the
conference is a familiar one. It comes
from Isaiah 43: “Be alert, be present.
I’m about to do something brandnew. It’s bursting out! Don’t you see
it?” (The Message)
There are two keynote
speakers (one on Tuesday and one on
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In the Resource Center
New Resources
Engage: Gospel

Seven-week study with participant’s book and leader’s guide
Created by the PC(USA) Office of Evangelism, this
study is a way to help congregations help individuals achieve
a better grasp of their own understanding of the good news
of scripture and to understand how personal faith stories
intersect with the great story of scripture. Lesson plans
provide a worshipful and highly participatory framework
for Bible study and personal faith sharing. Suggestions for
use include links to online video resources that expand
the learning. Useful for small groups or Sunday school
classes and could be adapted for retreat settings. Watch for
additional studies available this fall - Engage: Discipleship
and Engage: Mission.

WE: the Unshakable Promise

Everything you need in a box for a six-session
intergenerational series of events focusing on God’s
enduring covenant. A spiral-bound resource guide contains
step by step suggestions for promotion, room setup, music,
and food ideas as well as storytelling materials and learning
activities. The Event CD contains all materials in both PDF
and DOC formats. Printable promotional materials and
power points and audio files make God’s story come alive.

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther for Everyone

6.

By John Goldingay
The latest volume in the Old Testament for
Everyone series offers a fascinating look at the Second
Temple period in Israel and offers engaging and helpful
commentary on the books mentioned in the title. Materials
are designed for use either as material for daily devotion or
personal or group study.

A Thicker Jesus: Incarnational Discipleship
in a Secular Age
By Glen Harold Stassen
Why have some Christians, such as Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and Martin Luther King, been able to speak
truth to power at great personal cost, while others readily
capitulate to injustice? Christian ethicist Glen Stassen
argues that such robust Christianity stems from believing
in a “thicker” Jesus, who is Lord over the whole of life and
not just one part of it. Belief in this thicker Jesus results in
“incarnational discipleship” and can help Christians deal
with seven challenges raised by what Charles Taylor has
identified as a secular age.

Living Countertestimony: Conversations
with Walter Brueggemann

Carolyn J. Sharp, professor of Hebrew Scriptures
at Yale Divinity School, has transcribed numerous table
conversations between Walter Brueggemann and his
colleagues and former students, in addition to several
of his addresses and sermons from both academic
and congregational settings. The result is the essential
Brueggemann. Readers will learn about his views on
scholarship, faith, and the church; get insights into his
“contagious charisma,” grace, and charity; and appreciate the
candid reflections on the fears, uncertainties, and difficulties
he faced over the course of his career.

The Faith and Friendships of Teenage Boys
By Robert Dykstra, Allan Cole, Jr. and Donald Capps
Outstanding follow-up to their earlier book,
Losers, Loners and Rebels, the authors argue that for male
adolescents, religion has much to do with one’s friends.
Personal wisdom and pastoral insight provide helpful
guidance for those in ministry with teens as well as parents.
The book includes insights from scripture, psychology, and
social science that helps us better understand the male faith
journey.

Congregational Leadership in Anxious
Times: Being Calm and Courageous No
Matter What

By Peter Steinke
Steinke is one of the leading authorities on dealing
with congregational conflict, and this book brings the
insights of family systems theory to thoughtful guidance for
healthy leaders. In addressing issues relating to the leader’s
presence, the leader’s functioning, and the leader’s challenges,
the book offers a variety of tools to help leaders develop
skills in dealing with conflict in all its manifestations.

Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement
Without Giving In (Updated and revised Edition)

By Roger Fisher, William Ury and Bruce Patton
These leaders of the Harvard Law School’s Program
on Negotiation offer straight-forward, applicable methods
for reaching mutually satisfying agreements. Step by step
guidance is offered in how to disentangle people from the
problem, focus on interests rather than positions, how
to work together to find creative and fair options, and to
negotiate successfully with anybody at any level.

Don’t Stop Believing: Pop Culture from Ben Hur to Zombies

By Robert Johnston, Craig Detweiler and Barry Taylor, eds
More of a book to dip into than one to read cover to cover, the book is filled with 1-2 page articles about significant individuals,
books, and movies arranged by decade, beginning with the 1950s. Articles are pithy in making a case for the inclusion of the entry (in
terms of cultural relevance) and insightful in identifying spiritual and faith connections. The very excellent conclusion offers several
theological approaches to the use of pop culture.
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Transitions
Welcome to New Covenant!

Honorably Retired

TE Robert “Bob” Ferguson, HR, transferred to New Covenant from
Boston Presbytery. He received a BA in Theology from Oblate College SW
(now Oblate School of Theology), Licentiate in Theology and Licentiate in
Ecclesial from Pontificate Gregorian University in Rome, Italy, and a MA
in Social Ethics and Doctoral Studies from Temple University. In 1995 his
ordination was recognized in the PC(USA). He has
served in both the Boston and Baltimore Presbyteries.
Bob and his wife Peg are now living in Katy, TX.
TE Margaret “Peg” Ferguson, HR, has
transferred from Boston Presbytery. She received
her MDiv from St. Mary’s Seminary and University,
Baltimore, Maryland. Peg has served pastorates in
Rhode Island, Maryland, Connecticut, Massachusetts,
Bob and Peg Ferguson
and Pennsylvania. She was active in the Baltimore
Presbytery, including Moderator and Chair of Committee on Preparation for
Ministry and was a commissioner to two General Assembly meetings. Peg
enjoys singing in choirs and playing the piano.
TE Michael Homan is serving as Associate Pastor to
First PC, Houston. Michael transferred to New Covenant from
Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery where he served as Associate
Pastor for Next Generation Ministries at First PC, Tulsa. He
received his MDiv from Oral Roberts University as well as a
Bachelor’s degree in Music Education. His DMin from Fuller
Michael Homan
Theological Seminary is in process to be completed this year.
TE Helen Rose Moore has transferred from John Calvin Presbytery
(Southeast Kansas and Southwest MO) to serve as Interim
Pastor at Webster PC. Her MDiv is from McCormick
Theological Seminary. She’s technically transferring, but
it’s also a homecoming! Helen Rose’s MS in family therapy
is from the University of Houston-Clear Lake, She is a
licensed professional counselor, having completed five units
of clinical pastoral education at The Methodist Hospital.
Helen Rose Moore
She raised her children at St. Philip PC, Houston, where
she was a youth parent and adult education teacher, and she served twice on the
staff of St. John’s PC, Houston. Welcome back, Helen Rose!
TE Kathy Sebring – Kathy comes to New Covenant from California
where she was under care of Los Ranchos Presbytery. She
received her MDiv from Fuller Theological Seminary in
Pasadena, California. After preaching at the New Covenant’s
March presbytery meeting, her ordination exams were
sustained in full; she was ordained April 14 at Clear Lake
PC, Houston. Kathy is serving as Chaplain, Avatar Hospice
(an Innovative Senior Care Hospice).
Kathy Sebring

Steven Thorney has retired just a short distance from where he was
born and baptized – in Bellaire! His family moved to Louisiana where he
graduated from Tulane University with a degree in
mathematics. He was commissioned in the USAF.
Stints in music and the corporate worlds preceded
a life-changing event that led him to St. Andrew’s
PC, Houston, where he served as Deacon and
Ruling Elder. Steve received his MDiv from the
Houston Graduate School of Theology in 1991. He
completed ten units of Clinical Pastoral Education
at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, eventually serving
as staff chaplain there. At M.D. Anderson, Steve
served as Chair of the Clinical Ethics Committee, as
Steve Thorney
an educator on spiritual care, and a collaborator on
research into spiritual distress in advanced/cancer patients.
Steve served as Director of the POP Ministry for four years and later as
Associate Pastor at Southminster PC in Missouri City. He and his wife Chris
plan to remain in Missouri City and hit the road with their travel trailer hooked
onto their SUV!
David Peterson, born in Oregon to a Presbyterian pastor, attended
schools there before going to San Francisco Seminary
where he received his MDiv in 1972. He received
a DMin from Western Theological Seminary in
Holland, Michigan, and a Doctor of Humane Letters
from Austin College in Sherman, Texas.
Dave has served churches in California,
Washington, Nevada, Michigan, and Houston
(senior pastor at MDPC since 1995). He has been
active both in the denomination and in the local
communities in which has lived and served. He has
served on university and seminary boards as well as
Dave Peterson
those of many non-profits and renewal groups.
Dave has authored magazine articles and a book (Receiving and Giving:
Unleashing the Bless Challenge in Your Life) and has been featured in radio
devotionals and TV reflections on the Christian life. Dave’s interests include
working out, yard work, and spending time with his four adult children, four
grandchildren, and his wife Terri.

New Commissioned Ruling Elders (CRE)

Craig Wood (left) and Jim Mayer (right) with Moderator Casey Jones

Craig Wood has been commissioned to serve as a Commissioned Ruling Elder for
a Particular Pastoral Service at First PC, Caldwell, and granted the following functions:
Baptism, Lord’s Supper, Marriage, Voice and Vote at presbytery meetings, and to moderate
Session.
Jim Mayer has been commissioned to serve as Commissioned Ruling Elder for
a Particular Pastoral Service as chaplain at Solari Hospice Care Center and was granted
the following functions: Lord’s Supper and Baptism upon request as a part of the duties
as Hospice Chaplain, supervised by Chaplain Matthew Stephens. Jim will also serve as
Commissioned Ruling Elder at St. Luke’s PC, Houston, and granted the following functions:
Baptism and Lord’s Supper, as supervised by TE Scott Harbison.
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calendar

upcoming events and gatherings

May 4

Session Records Review
First PC
Wharton

May 17-25

New Covenant’s Mission Trip
Peru

June 8

Stated Presbytery Meeting
Treasurers Workshop
Session Records Review
First PC
Galveston

June 9-15

Youth Unite for Mission
Austin, Texas

June 13

Fresh Elastic for StretchedOut Educators
Presbytery Center

June 15-22

CEDEPCA Partnership Trip
Costa Rica

July 7-13

may 18

Help shape the Presbyterian Church’s
future peacemaking ministry
What does it mean to “pursue what makes for peace”
(Romans 14:19) in 2013 and beyond? Our denomination is in a
season of discerning what direction God is calling us in these days
and in the years ahead, and St. Philip PC, Houston, along with
other churches across the country, is hosting a Peace Discernment
Retreat under the auspices of our national church leadership.
Join us Saturday, May 18, from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. as we work
through material to help us “encounter the gospel of peace anew.”
Be part of the whole church’s discernment on current matters
of peace and violence in light of the witness of Jesus Christ and
Christian teaching.
Our guide through this process will be Meg Scott Johnson,
a St. Philip ruling elder who has earned a diploma in the art of
spiritual direction and presented spiritual discernment basics to
church school classes, retreats, and a pastor nominating committee.
In her personal spirituality, Meg seeks to discern God’s call in
everyday life and in ways of peacemaking.
Box lunches will be provided. This event is open to all
interested persons. Call the church office, 713-622-4807, by Friday,
May 10, to RSVP.

Youth Unite for Mission
Austin, Texas

june 13

July 16-20

Youth Triennium
Purdue University

July 18-21

Synod the of the Sun PW
Gathering
Grace PC
Houston

July 30-August 1

Weekday Ministries
Conference
Marriott Westchase
Houston

August 1-3

Big Tent Conferences
Louisville, KY

August 10

Session Records Review
First PC
Lufkin

August 21-24

APA National Conference
Charleston, SC
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Fresh
Elastic for
StretchedOut
Educators

Over 50 folks involved with educational ministry and discipleship
have attended a Fresh Elastic session! What a great way to share ideas and
connect with others in this presbytery. Our gatherings during this second
year will be developed around topics that were requested through the
online survey. Strengthening the connection between the home and the
congregation will be our overall focus. Come to our summer session as we
prepare for fall: Thursday, June 13, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the Presbytery
Center.
Topics:
• Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy – Why bother? Is your
		 policy current? Volunteers trained?
		
Linda Smith-Gregory, children’s ministry coordinator at Webster PC,
		 will lead this session and provide sample forms.
• How does the church nurture spiritual development at home?
• Spiritual Practices – good for you and for your congregation!
If you are a volunteer, paid staff person, teaching elder or just
curious, you are invited! A gourmet brunch, dessert, and beverages will be
provided.
This session will be facilitated by folks with a seasoned heart for
education. Please feel free to contact any one of them if you have questions.
Jo Ann Currie (jscurrie51@yahoo.com)
Connie Nyquist (lnyquist@sbcglobal.net)
Kim Shrull (kshrull@earthlink.net)
Anne Wilson (anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com )
Your RSVP will assist our planning. Please send replies to anne.aiko.
wilson@gmail.com by Monday morning, June 10.

more events and gatherings to enjoy!
July 18-21

June 12

Religious Leaders
Institute

Eboo Patel

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) and its Coalition for
Mutual Respect invite you to participate in the next 2013 Religious
Leaders Institute (RLI) program. It will be held Wednesday, June 12,
12:00-2:00 p.m. at Christ the King Lutheran Church (2353 Rice Blvd.
77005). Eboo Patel, Founder and President of Interfaith Youth Core
(http://www.ifyc.org/about), will be the speaker. Eboo Patel was a
member of President Obama’s Advisory Council of the White House
Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships and holds a
doctorate in the sociology of religion from Oxford University. The
program is free of charge and is limited to 50 participants. Lunch will be
served. Please register with Angela Atlas at aatlas@adl.org.
june 19

2013 Synod Presbyterian Women Gathering

s
Don’t miss this “once-in-my-lifetime” event for all Presbyterian
Women in New Covenant Presbytery! A Synod of the Sun PW
Gathering, which is only held every three years and rotates among various
cities of the four states in the Synod of the Sun, will meet
Thursday-Sunday, July 18-21, at Grace PC, Houston
(10221 Ella Lee Lane).
An overview of the themes of the 2013/2014
Horizons study will address ancient themes and connect
them with our lives today. Come, be inspired to dig into a
new year of Bible study! And there are sixteen workshops to choose from!
See the brochure on the presbytery website, www.pbyofnewcovenant.org.
Quick Find>Presbyterian Women.
Early registration deadline is Saturday, June 1. Details about
registration, hotels, schedule, and special activities may also be found on
the synod website, including online registration at http://www.synodsun.
com, click “Events.” If registering by check, send to Beverly Spencer, 3802
Stillmeadow Drive, Bryan, Texas 77802-3919. All other inquirers should
be directed to Star Starling at starling@livingston.net or call her at 936327-5301.
summer

september

Mark your

CALENDAR
CFO Conference

Board of Pensions
Workshops

Building on the last few years’ successful CFO Conferences, Texas
Presbyterian Foundation is offering another financial workshop which for the
first time will be held in Houston. Controllers, finance/operational officers,
and church treasurers are invited to attend. The conference will be held at
First PC, Houston, Wednesday, June 19, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. The event will
address Internal Fraud and Audit Preparation issues as well as the basics of
cloud computing with an emphasis on the risk and benefits of moving key
aspects of an organization’s IT infrastructure into a remote, cloud-based
environment. Continental breakfast and networking begins at 9:00 a.m.
There will be no cost for this workshop; lunch will be provided.
Register at https://www.tpf.org/events/event/2013-cfo-conference/
register/
If you have any questions, please contact Beth Wilt, beth.wilt@tpf.org, or call
1-800-955-3155

The Presbytery is offering
two Board of Pensions workshops
this fall. Retirement Planning for
those getting ready to retire will
be held Tuesday, September 17–
18, and one for church treasurers
will be held September 19. Both
workshops will take place at the
Presbytery Office.
Have general questions
about the seminar? Contact
the Board’s Education team at
education@pensions.org or call
800-773-7752, extension 7223

Summer Camps
ChristChurch PC, Bellaire,
offers Surf Safari Camps for children
5-12 years of age, 6:30 a.m.-6:30
p.m., June through August. Field
trips, themed weeks, optional
enrichment zones, and more! See
brochure for camp dates, details,
activities, outings, and registration
at http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.
org/forms/2013_Surf-Safari_%20
camps_ChristChurch.pdf.
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In Our Prayers

Family and friends of the Rev. John Shute, HR – John died February 28, 2013.
He was a former pastor of St. John’s PC, Houston, and interim pastor of
St. Luke PC and St. Paul PC in Houston and Faith PC in Pasadena.

REs Mary and Mike Marcotte, Pines PC, Houston – studying and traveling
during Mary’s three-month sabbatical. Mary is the Associate General
Presbyter of New Covenant Presbytery.

Family and friends of RE Leona Nickerson, University PC, Houston – Leona
died March 3, 2013. In addition to being active in her church, Leona,
served on presbytery Administrative Commissions, COM, and the
Outreach Committee.

Family and friends of RE Brian Weierbach (Grace Presbyterian, Houston) –
Brian died April 5, 2013.

Family and friends of RE Ann Earnest, Grace PC, Houston – Ann died
March 9, 2013. At the time of her death, Ann served as a development
officer of the Presbyterian Foundation.

Family and Friends of RE Mary Swan, First PC, Pasadena – Mary died
April 11, 2013. She was serving at the church as Director Christian
Education for children and their families, Mary was a former member of
presbytery’s Committee on Preparation.

Rev. Jonathan Murray, St. Paul’s PC, Needville – Jonathan’s maternal
grandfather, Arthur Trolinger, died March 14, 2013.
Mary and Thomas Swan – grandson, Caden Gray Swan, was born March 16,
2013. Mary is a Christian Educator at First PC, Pasadena.
Family and friends of RE Bill Hoofnagle – Bill died March 26, 2013. He was a
member of First PC, Trinity.

Ellie Cole, Clear Lake PC, Houston – health concerns. Ellie is the wife of
General Presbyter Mike Cole.

Chaplain Jolene Currie and family – Jolene’s father died Apr. 15.
TE Carol Tompkins, HR – recovering from recent surgery.
Family and friends of the Rev. Harry B. Wood, Jr. – Harry died Apr. 16
Greenville, PA, at age 88. Harry served as pastor of Windwood PC,
Cypress, for many years.
*HR = Honorably Retired *RE = Ruling Elder
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