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Church Officer Enrichment: equipping,
enriching, encouraging
Presbytery’s 2013 Church
Officer Enrichment will be held
Saturday, January 26, at Spring
Branch PC, Houston, 9:00 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m., with registration at
8:30 a.m. This annual event focuses
on equipping, enriching, and
encouraging all Church Officerseither newly ordained or with years
of experience- for the calling of
spiritual leadership and practical
leadership.
We are delighted to welcome
Teaching Elder Henry Brinton,
senior pastor of Fairfax Presbyterian
Church in Fairfax, VA, and author of
The Welcoming Congregation: Roots
and Fruits of Christian Hospitality.
Henry reminds us that in our
highly polarized society, Christian

hospitality is the key to becoming a
house of prayer for all people. Every
time people sit down to eat and
drink together,
there is the
possibility that
community will
grow and people
will become
reconciled to
one another.
Henry Brinton
This is good
news for a fractured world, and a
compelling reason to be a welcoming
congregation that embraces all
people with God’s love and grace.
His highly readable and informative
book examines best practices of
hospitality ranging from Saddleback
Church to the Iona Community and

‘Goodbye, Madame Moderator’
Excerpt from article by Leslie Scanlon, Outlook National Reporter

INSIDE

Cynthia Bolbach, a lawyer,
ruling elder and moderator of the
2010 General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), died
December 12, 2012, of cancer, less
than a year after being diagnosed, less
than six months after completing her
moderatorial term.
Tributes bubbled up
immediately from across the

PC(USA) – praising her integrity and
graciousness, her fair-mindedness, her
hard labor, and her oh-so-quick wit.
During the opening worship
of the 2012 assembly, she preached
from the gospel of Mark, about the
men who lifted up the paralyzed
man to see Jesus. She said, “While
struggling with cancer, I have been
uplifted and supported by those

offers solid reflection – and practical
suggestions – about how and why the
ancient biblical practice of hospitality
is critical to healthy communities of
faith today.
The day’s workshop options
are designed to provide smaller,
interactive, and practical learning
experiences on topics that speak to
the work of deacons, teaching and
ruling elders, clerks, treasurers, and
other leaders. Workshop topics
include:
• Hospitality 101
• Digging into the Heidelberg
Catechism - A New Translation?
• Revival Then and Now
• Safe Sanctuaries - Child
Protection Policies that are More
than Words on Paper

• I Am a Treasurer, Now What?
• Peacemaking in a Conflicted
World
• Making a Meaningful Caring
Visit: Offering Counsel, Setting
Boundaries and Giving from the
Depth of Our Faith
• Session Records Review and
Clerk Forum
• I’m Ordained, but Am I Called?
• BEFORE It’s Too Late
• Table Matters: Or Presbyterian
and Reformed Understanding of
Communion
• Won’t You Be My Neighbor?
Links to full information
about the event as well as online
registration are available at
www.pbyofnewcovenant.org.

disciples. Many disagree with me, but
they have reached out to help me to
the roof, and carried me to see Jesus...
“None of [our disagreements]
matter without disciples who are
willing to take risks for the sake of the
gospel. Let’s not worry about process
and structure; instead, let’s pray that
we will be given the faith that Jesus
saw in those disciples. Let’s commit
ourselves to be those disciples who
will take risks, who will carry others
up to the roof...

“If we commit ourselves to
lift someone we don’t know, someone
we don’t like, we will soar on wings
like eagles, we will run and not
grow weary, we
will walk and
not grow faint
because we will
be helping people
see Jesus. What
more could we
ask for?”
Cynthia Bolbach
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The older I get the more fond
I am of the old adage, “You are only
as old as you think you are.” However,
I’ve discovered that there is a corollary
to that adage: “Thinking you are
young doesn’t make you young.” I
learned this corollary the hard way
about ten years ago when I was a
small group leader at Synod Youth
Workshop.
On one night of the week at
SYW, each small group selects some
activities to do on its own. One of
the activities my group selected was
to create a giant slip-and-slide on
campus. We bought sheets of thick
plastic that we duct taped together,
set them up on the lawn outside the
dormitory at the University of Tulsa,
hooked up a hose, and applied liberal
doses of laundry detergent to make
it extra slippery. Watching the young
people having so much fun filled my
head with memories of slipping and
sliding when I was a sixty-pound
third grader. Back then, I routinely
flew through the air “Superman style,”
landed smoothly and effortlessly on
the plastic, and glided to a graceful
halt at the end of the plastic.
Memories can give us such
joy and delight. But some should
probably stay where they are – in our
minds. When we try to relive them,
they invariably don’t turn out so…
memorable. That was my problem
that day. I accepted the challenge of
my small group to try my skills on
the slip-and-slide. I lined up about
twenty feet in front of the plastic
to give myself a good running start
(actually it was more of a rapid
plodding start!). As I heaved my
body toward the plastic, I imagined

launching myself over the sheeting
like I did when I was a kid. The
problem was that I wasn’t a kid, my
body wasn’t light as a feather (unless
it’s the feather of a Pterodactyl), and
my launch and float to earth was more
like lurch and thud. My small group
was appropriately concerned for me in
between their guffaws of laughter as
they helped me to the sidelines where
I nursed my wounded pride and
aching ribs. It was a lesson in humility
that taught me that I have to learn to
adjust to new realities.
Many of our congregations
have hit middle age and are trying
to do the things they did when they
were still “kids.” The problem is that
we aren’t in that era any longer. Many
of the programs, activities, strategies,
and ministry that worked back when
our congregations were adolescents in
the faith simply do not relate to those
who are seeking faith today. It is just
as big a mistake for a congregation
to try to perpetuate activities that no
longer work as it was for me to try to
relive my glorious slip-and-slide days.
We all have to be prepared to change
with reality when that which we are
doing no longer communicates the
gospel to those who haven’t heard it.
Most of our congregations
want to grow by reaching new
generations and new demographics.
The answer is not doing more of
what we’ve been doing, only doing
it better. The answer is seeking the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit to lead
us into new ways of being the church
for those who haven’t encountered our
living Lord. Trying new things can be
tricky and treacherous activities that
sometimes result in a big belly flop,

From the

cole
mine
By Rev. Mike Cole

General Presbyter
Presbytery of New Covenant

but sometimes reach the unreached
with the gospel of love. The early
church didn’t have a set formula for
reaching people. In many ways the
best church leaders were those who
were willing to make it up as they
went – who were willing to slip and
slide for the sake of the gospel. After
all, we don’t pin our hopes for the
future on our expertise, but on the
promise God makes to God’s people
in Jeremiah 29:11 – “’For I know
the plans I have for you,’ declares the
LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.’”
In Christ,

Encountering the Gospel of Peace anew
In response to eight
presbytery overtures, the 219th
General Assembly (2010) initiated
a church-wide discernment process
to examine new directions for
peacemaking, which was approved by
the 2012 General Assembly. One of
the basic questions being put before
our denomination is can we discern a
nonviolent path for peacemaking in a
violent world?
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Individuals and congregations
are encouraged to take part in a
discernment process that can be done
in one four-hour meeting or in a series
of meetings over four or five weeks.
Participants are encouraged to read
“Encountering the Gospel of Peace
Anew: An Invitation to Discernment
and Witness.” All materials can be
downloaded free of charge, including
a comprehensive Facilitator’s Guide

at http://www.pcusa.org/media/
uploads/peacemaking/pdf/peacediscernment-facilitators-guide.pdf.
Among the many resources in this
guide is a response form to report
your findings to Louisville which will
help shape the Presbyterian Church’s
vision of peacemaking for the next
generation.

Board of Pensions: understanding
possible changes
The Board of Pensions is
considering a significant change to
the dues paid for medical coverage.
The current rate of dues for medical
coverage is 21% of effective salary. In
addition, the pension portion is 11%
and disability is 1% for a total of 33%
in 2013.
All indications are that by
2014, medical costs will have risen
by 7% nationwide. Therefore, in
order to keep the reserve funds at
the appropriate levels, the Board of
Pensions would need to increase the
medical coverage dues from 21% to
25%, bringing the total cost to the
church to 37% of effective salary in
2014, in order to keep pace with
increasing health care costs. FYI:
the BOP has utilized more than $20
million in reserves just in the last two
years to cover the escalating costs of
medical care without passing along the
increases to plan members.
Believing that that kind of
increase is unacceptable, the medical
coverage team of the Board of
Pensions is considering a significant
change in how dues are structured
FOR ACTIVE MEMBERS OF
THE PLAN, not retirees. The
Medical Coverage Team MAY
BE recommending that the board
move to a plan whereby coverage
for the teaching elder will be all
that is mandated. If a teaching elder
wishes to have coverage for his/her
spouse or children, then the cost will
increase, based on who is covered.
The church would be obligated only
for the teaching elder but could offer
coverage to the others. Or the teaching
elder him/herself could make up the

difference out of their pre-tax salary.
This type of plan is not unusual for
many businesses; however, it is a
departure from what has been the
practice of the Board of Pensions for
at least 45 years.
The Board does want you
to know that this consideration is in
response to the projected 7% increase
in medical costs anticipated in 2014.
The decision on these changes will be
made at the March 2013 meeting of
the Board of Directors of the Pension
Plan of the PC(USA). Any changes to
the Medical Plan dues model would
likely take effect January 1, 2014.
For more information, visit
http://www.pensions.org/portal/serv
erpt?open=514&objID=87741&mod
e=2. If you wish to contact the Board
of Pensions to express your ideas,
please contact Andrew Browne, VicePresident and Corporate Secretary at
abrowne@pensions.org.
WEBINAR PLANNED TO
HELP US UNDERSTAND
POSSIBLE CHANGE
Kevin Keaton, Regional
Representative for the Synod of
the Sun, and Pat Haines, Senior
Vice President of Benefits for the
Board of Pensions, will host a
webinar on the recommendation
for a change Monday, January 14,
2:30-3:30 p.m. (CST). Register
now – and no later than December
31 – for this important event
at https://events.webdialogs.
com/portal/wippages/register.
php?id=606b9f0124&l=en-US.

Standard Mileage Rates for 2013
The Internal Revenue Service
has issued the 2013 optional standard
mileage rates used to calculate the
deductible costs of operating an
automobile for business, charitable,
medical, or moving purposes.
Beginning January 1, 2013, the
standard mileage rates for the use
of a car (also vans, pickups or panel
trucks) will be:
• 56.5 cents per mile for business

miles driven
• 24 cents per mile driven for medical
or moving purposes
• 14 cents per mile driven in service
of charitable organizations
Taxpayers always have
the option of calculating the
actual costs of using their
vehicle rather than
using the standard
mileage rates.

As one year draws to a close and a new year begins, often we reflect on
how things have gone and what we might do differently. In the Presbyterian
Church, one measure is through our Annual Statistical Report. In a very real
way, as we count noses and nickels (or butts and
bucks), we are faced with where we are growing,
where we are holding steady, and where we are
declining.
The presbytery uses these figures
to determine how many commissioners a
congregation may send to presbytery meetings.
The information gathered can also be helpful
in understanding the bigger picture. Put in a
historical context, say the past ten years, it can be
a useful tool to see which way things are headed.
If a church is searching for a new pastor, that
person would be interested in the trends of the
congregation – what portion of the membership
worships or comes to Sunday School, what the
By Lynn Hargrove
giving patterns are, etc.
Stated Clerk,
Having an accurate membership count
Presbytery of New Covenant
also affects the amount a congregation pays for per
capita, which is determined by the number of members in the congregation. This
annual giving connects an individual congregation to the work of the church as
a whole. It allows us to participate in the coordination and evaluation of mission
and those functions that identify a Reformed Church, while strengthening
the sense of community among all Presbyterians. These funds allow people to
serve on national committees, commissions, and to attend General Assembly by
paying for travel costs, as well as other vocational matters, including the Church
Leadership Connection (a vital tool for those seeking pastors and those seeking
calls).
Having the information provided by Annual Statistical Report helps
the planning for ministry with those who are differently-abled or are of a
different cultural background. In seeking to include ALL people, looking at our
demographics helps us to know where we are lacking. It might alert us to how
we are creating barriers that would keep people from participating fully in our
ministry.
The Annual Statistical Report can be filled out online. Directions have
been sent to the clerks of session in order for the reporting to be completed.
Each congregation is assigned a unique PIN number. If you don’t know yours,
please contact me at the Presbytery Office. I can help walk you through the
process. Instructions are available in English, Spanish and Korean, and can
be found at http://oga.pcusa.org/section/departments/communicationdevelopment-and-technology/stats/
The reporting period began on December 7, and our presbytery
deadline is Friday, February 15. Last year these congregations did not report:
First, Calvert; First, Conroe; Emmanuel, Galveston; First, Houston; First
Lao; Grace Taiwan; Korean Central, Young Nak, Love PC; Pathways; Pines;
San Pablo+Trinity; Thien An, Houston; Gulf Prairie, Jones Creek; St. Paul’s,
Needville; Biyaya; and First, Vidor. We appreciate all those who completed their
reports in a timely manner last year. Let’s strive for 100% compliance for 2012.

Clerk’s
Corner

Moderator for 2013 installed
Rev. Dr. Winfield “Casey”
Jones (First PC, Pearland) was
installed as Moderator
of the Presbytery
of New Covenant
for 2013 during
the last presbytery
meeting by outgoing

Moderator Mary Lee Going. He
has served as chair of the Presbytery
Nominating Committee and the
Committee on Ministry, a member of
the Examinations Committee and the
Committee on Representation, and as
a member of the presbytery’s Form of
Government Task Force.

Casey Jones
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It’s time to prepare for the New
Year. The year of our LORD 2013. As
deadline nears, I’m striking the last meeting
of the committee year off of my “to do”
list as we reflect on our achievements, our
disappointments, and the undone work
that will go forward in the coming year.
I’ve been making notes of my
commitments for the new year on calendar
pages that already have their share of
scratch outs and coffee stains. While it may
be a new calendar year ahead, for more
than two decades now I’ve tracked my
By Mary Marcotte
life on Presbyterian Planning Calendars
Associate General Presbyter,
Presbytery of New Covenant
that run from June of one year through
December of the next... with smaller grids
that reach out another full year.
As I turn the pages, I know some places where I am sure to be:
at IAH airport on January 25, picking up the keynote speaker for the
next day’s Church Officer Enrichment event; in Orlando during the
first week of February, attending the annual event of the Association of
Presbyterian Church Educators, growing in skills, renewing in spirit,
and deepening relationships with colleagues; in the Fellowship Hall of
First PC, Conroe, on March 9 for the PW Spring Gathering; gazing in
awe and wonder at the underground churches of Cappadocia on June 2;
teaching in Angleton on August 9.
But, for the first time in ten years, I don’t know where I will
be the first Saturday in October. For some of us, that first Saturday in
October has held a cherished pride of place on our calendars for many
years. I can remember serving as a volunteer on a planning team back in
the early 1980s for an event that morphed to become FOCUS. I love the
idea of FOCUS. I believe in the importance of equipping, inspiring, and
energizing our ministries in the church. But the truth is, as an event, it
has increasingly failed to reach its intended audience.
So last week, the Congregational Resourcing Team made a
difficult, but firm decision. There would NOT be a FOCUS event
in 2013. You see, they believed too much in the mission of FOCUS
to allow a particular event on a particular Saturday with increasingly
small attendance satisfy the goal of equipping, inspiring, and energizing
disciples of Jesus Christ. Some will deeply mourn this decision and
might be more than a bit angry. Others will think it sad, but most of
our presbytery will be oblivious because the event had not been on their
radar screen.
Instead, in the coming year look for FOCUS Points,
opportunities throughout the year that piggy back on presbytery
keynotes, or partner with congregational events, or take the form of
whistle-stop tours throughout our region, or assist small groups of
congregations to come together for teacher training or evangelism
coaching. The one big day will be gone, but the number of people reached
should multiply. And we’ll take stock again in a year. Who knows what
grand inspiration might lie before us?
Change is ALWAYS hard. New is not always better. All we
can do is seek to be faithful. So it is that healthy congregations and
presbyteries must continually and carefully evaluate what we are doing to
see if it is the best way to meet the real needs of people today.
A number of years ago I read a line from Len Sweet that has
stayed with me. He said it was our task as the Church to be bearers of
Christ’s Living Water. Through the decades and centuries, the containers
we use to hold the Living Water change, and so, too, our perception of

Mary’s
Musings

See Mary’s Musings continued in next column
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Community
News
Presbyterians honored by InterfaceSamaritan
On October 27 InterfaceSamaritan Counseling Centers
celebrated its 40th anniversary of
providing critical counseling and
educational services to the Houston
community. Several Presbyterian
couples were honored and recognized.
Doctors Julie and Marc Boom,
members of First Presbyterian,
Houston, and Cindy and Bob
Holloway, members of MDPC,
Houston) were honored as the 2012
recipients of Interface’s Samaritan for
All Seasons award.
This award honors those
individuals whose personal and
professional lives exemplify Christian
concern and compassion for others,
who actively demonstrate a strong
sense of community and civic
responsibility, and who have the
unique ability to encourage and
motivate others to take Samaritan
roles in their lives.
Missie and Sam Lanham,
a former pastor of St. Philip PC,

Missie and Sam Lanham,
and Rita and John Hannah

Houston, and Rita and John Hannah,
were recognized for their involvement
in founding Interface-Samaritan 40
years ago.
More than 300 people
attended this dinner and auction
event, chaired by Sharon and Curt
Webb, including General Presbyter
Mike Cole and his wife. The event
raised over $350,000 to enable
Interface to provide counseling and
educational services from a Christian
perspective. These funds also will help
support Interface’s outreach efforts to
communities that do not have access
to quality mental health services.

2013 Stated Presbytery Meetings
March 16
Pines PC, Houston
November 9 Atascocita PC

June 8

First PC, Galveston

We will be voting on the proposals from the 220th General Assembly at the
March and June meetings.

2013 Session Records Reviews & Treasurers Workshops

Held the same days as stated meetings, record reviews take place right after
the presbytery meeting; treasurers meet during the presbytery meetings.
If your church would like to host a records review at its location in 2013,
contact Lynn Hargrove (lhargrove@pbyofnewcovenant.org) to schedule.
Mary’s Musings continued…
that shape of God’s enduring Living Water may change as well. Our challenge
is to focus more on the Water of Life than on any container we might devise to
hold it.
Wistful for what was and emboldened by the knowledge that God is
not done with us yet, I dream of the multiple ways we will equip, inspire, and
energize our churches and leaders in the coming year.

&

Highlights

A Fond Farewell to Janice Schessler,
Recording Clerk
Lynn Hargrove, Mike Cole,
and Diane Prevary each share their
thoughts about RE Janice Schessler,
who retired in December after 21
years of service to the presbytery.
“Janice was my connection to
the presbytery a dozen years ago when
I took over the job of the monthly
presbytery newsletter. Since we don’t
live very far from each other, I would
often go by her
house to take
her the copy to
save me a trip to
the presbytery
office. At one
point back then,
the position of
Stated Clerk
came open;
Janice Schessler
her words of
encouragement still affirm me today,
now that I serve in that capacity.
“I am so grateful that she
chose to postpone her retirement
one year because of Diane Prevary’s
departure and my arrival. I can’t
imagine what it would have been
like to learn this role without her.
Her calming presence as well as her
extensive knowledge has influenced
me tremendously. I will certainly miss
her presence at the table up front
during our presbytery meetings and
am grateful for her gifts!” 		
-Rev. Lynn Hargrove, Stated Clerk of
the Presbytery of New Covenant
“When I arrived in the
Presbytery of New Covenant in
1992, Janice Schessler had served on
the staff for only a year, and she was
already highly regarded and trusted as
one who served the Lord by serving

others. Since those days, Janice has
proved herself to be a woman of grace
and integrity who has, in many ways,
kept our presbytery staff balanced
and functioning as a team. Janice’s
calm demeanor, sensitive insights, and
ability to see both sides of every story
have made her an invaluable asset to
the staff and the presbytery. Janice has
been a model of grace and efficiency,
whose warm smile has invited many
conversations and whose gentle
spirit has comforted those who were
hurting and in need of a friend.
“Janice retires to spend more
quality time with her family and to
make meaningful contributions in
volunteer efforts. Although we will
deeply miss her everyday presence, we
look forward to welcoming her back
as a volunteer anytime she needs a
good laugh.”
-Rev. Mike Cole, General Presbyter of
New Covenant Presbytery
“It did not take me very long
as a new stated clerk to realize that
none of my predecessors could have
survived without the professional and
personal support of Janice Schessler.
It took me even less time to realize I
would not either! Among her many
duties over the years, Janice has served
this presbytery as an invaluable liaison
to the denomination as well as to
the congregations of New Covenant.
In fact, for many clerks of session in
southeast Texas the face (which, by
the way, always has a smile) of the
presbytery has been Janice Schessler!
Her capable, efficient, warm, and
gracious leadership will be missed by
all.”
-Rev. Diane Prevary, Former Stated
Clerk of New Covenant Presbytery

Making History Today in
Tumultuous Times
In many ways the 1950s and the 1960s were difficult times in
this country. In addition to the international tensions of the Cold War
between the Soviet Union and the United
States (does anyone remember the air
raid drills in schools at the time?), there
were racial tensions as African Americans
struggled and fought for equal justice
under the law.
In the 1960s the Vietnam War
began heating up, and with that, there was
also a growing awareness of and an attempt
to address the issue of poverty in this
country. Issues related to public education
also were part of the national conversation.
The annual meeting of the
Presbyterian Historical Society of the
Southwest will be held Friday evening,
March 1, and Saturday morning, March
By Rev. Dr. James S. Currie
2, at the University of the Ozarks in
Executive Secretary,
Clarksville, Arkansas, and will address
Presbyterian Historical
some of these issues.
Society of the Southwest
After a dinner Friday evening, Jim
Hauser, vice president and owner of Willett Hauser Architectural Glass,
Inc., will make a presentation on the history of the stunning stained
glass windows in the Munger Memorial Chapel at the University of the
Ozarks.
Saturday morning Susan Smith Epperson, a Presbyterian who
currently serves on the faculty of the University of Colorado, will discuss
the 1968 U.S. Supreme Court case, Epperson vs. Arkansas, of which she
was a principal. Much like the 1926 Scopes trial in Dayton, Tennessee,
this case had to do with the teaching of biology in Little Rock public
schools.
The final presentation will have to do with the 1957 attempt to
integrate Central High School in Little Rock and the extent to which
Presbyterians participated in that and similar efforts.
All are invited to this meeting. Those who cannot attend but
would like copies of the presentations may receive complimentary copies
when they are published later in the year by becoming members of the
PHSSW. An individual membership is $20 per year. A couple may join
for $25 per year. Churches and institutions may become members with
a contribution of $50 per year. Anyone interested in joining may do so
by contacting me at 281-991-8700

Making
History
Today

Roy Kreitz, ruling
elder and chief gardener
at First PC, Pasadena,
holds up a lettuce leaf
and head of lettuce that
he grew and harvested
from the church
garden! Roy created
and maintains the quite
sizable garden ministry
on the church property.
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Candidates and Inquirers Under
Care – New Covenant Presbytery
Atkins, Daniel

Memorial Drive, Houston

Inquirer

Atchison, Kay

Memorial Drive, Houston

Candidate

Augustus, David
First, Houston
		

Assessed/Ready to
Receive a Call

Bleike, Wendy

First, Houston

Candidate

Briggs, Will

First, Kingwood

Inquirer

Brinegar, Selena
Memorial Drive, Houston
		

Assessed/Ready to
Receive a Call

Ceder, Anthony
First, Houston
		

Assessed/Ready to
Receive a Call

Clarkson, Craig

First, Houston

Inquirer

Davis, Greg

San Pablo+Trinity, Houston

Candidate

Edstrom, Jessica

New Hope, Katy

Inquirer

Erb, Chad

First, Kingwood

Candidate

Gaide, Brandon

Memorial Drive, Houston

Inquirer

Garibay, Francisco

Grace, Houston

Inquirer

Garner, Paul Martin

Woodlands, Woodlands

Candidate

Gordon, Luke

Memorial Drive, Houston

Candidate

Harris, Victor

St. Andrew’s, Houston

Candidate

Henderson, Ray
Northwoods, Houston
		

Assessed/Ready to
Receive a Call

Hergert, Sabrina

Grace, Houston

Inquirer

Homeyer, Shelly

First, Houston

Inquirer

Kelly, Charles

St. Philip, Houston

Candidate

Keyes, Andrew

Westminster, Houston

Candidate

Klinkovsky, Amy

First, Bryan

Candidate

Lloyd, Jennifer

Woodlands, Woodlands

Inquirer

Long, Brian

Atascocita, Atascocita

Candidate

Maas, Jody

Southminster, Mo. City

Inquirer

Noah, Joshua Silva

Heritage, Houston

Inquirer

Payne, Alyssa

Grace Houston

Candidate

Provence, Becky

Memorial Drive, Houston

Candidate

Shannon, Jessica

Grace, Houston

Candidate

Stevenson, Ashley

First, Houston

Candidate

Suba, Laureen

St. Philip, Houston

Inquirer

Swoboda, Blake

Grace, Houston

Inquirer

Wallace, AnneMarie

First, Houston

Candidate

William, Paxton

St. Philip, Houston

Inquirer

Wright, Sally
Covenant, College Station
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Assessed/Ready to
Receive a Call

Mission &
Assessment Service for churches
The Presbyterian Foundation
has developed a Financial Assessment
for Presbyterian churches that
consists of fourteen questions to be
completed by an administrator, ruling
elder, or pastor who has knowledge of
the financial situation of the church.
After the survey is completed, the
assessment is emailed to the person
who completed the survey which
compares the church to similar size
churches in the synod, based on the
statistical information that is provided
through the Presbytery to the General
Assembly.
A copy is also emailed to

Development Officer, Ann Earnest,
who is available to consult with
churches once they have received the
assessment.
Complete the survey
at: http://assessment.
presbyterianfoundation.org/ and
receive the feedback. An example
of such as assessment can be found
on the presbytery website, http://
www.pbyofnewcovenant.org/
forms/2012_10_28_Sample_
Financial_Assessment.pdf.
Questions? Call Ann Earnest at
713-492-1521.

Per Capita rates
The GA Office has released
the Per Capita Rates for 2013 and
2014. For 2013, the rate will be $6.87
per member as of 12/31/11 and the
Per Capita for 2014 will be $7.02 per
member as of 12/31/12.
Per Capita is a fundamental
way in which all of the nearly 11,000
congregations and governing bodies
of the PC(USA) are connected and
participate in the work of the wider
church. Because it is rooted in the
connectional and covenantal nature of
the Presbyterian Church, as affirmed
by the ordination vows taken by
elders and the ministers of the Word

and Sacrament, Per Capita could be
called the Presbyterian Covenant
Community Fund.
Per Capita funding is how
Presbyterians mutually share the costs
of coming together to discern the
Spirit’s leading for the future. It is how
Presbyterians are trained to become
better elders and ministers. It is how
Presbyterians discern God’s call in
their lives. It is how Presbyterians
participate in the life of the wider
church by serving on GA committees
and commissions.

Learn more about missional movement
Verge 2013 is a low
cost conference held in Austin
March 1-2 that the Evangelism
and Renewal Committee of New
Covenant commends as a way to
learn more about the missional
church movement. Scott Cummings,
pastor of Peace PC, Pearland, says;
“Verge is an innovative ministry
connection point that helps church
leaders learn and grow in missional
concepts of living out our faith.
They do a great job of addressing
existing congregation situations

and church planting situations, as
well. The teaching is relevant and
inspiring, as they present stories of
real-life transformation in people
and communities of faith. Through
Verge I’ve found many ideas and
concepts that have shaped our vision
and practices at Peace Church that
have led us out into our communities
in new ways as individuals and as a
church. It’s also the most affordable
conference experience of its kind that
I’ve found.” You can learn more at
www.vergenetwork.org

& Ministry
Compline - An Ancient Service of
Prayer

Classifieds
“…The Lord bids each one of us in all life’s actions to look to his calling…It is enough if
we know that the Lord’s calling is in everything the beginning and foundation of well-doing.”
(Calvin. Institutes. 3.10.6)

Position Opening: Choir Director

St. Paul’s PC, Needville (http://www.stpaulsneedville.com/), is seeking a Choir
Director to direct weekly choir rehearsals and Sunday services at 9:00 a.m., playing
piano or organ as needed. This is a part-time position, requiring approximately 4-8
hours a week for planning, rehearsal, and presentation during services. The adult
choir has about twenty members who enjoy worshiping through music. If interested,
contact lisapesak@hotmail.com (979-531-9969) or the Church Office: 979-793-4305.

Position Opening: Interim Youth Director

Woodlands Community PC (http://www.wcpc-tx.org/) is looking for an fulltime Interim Youth Director. If you would like to learn more about this opportunity
please contact Rev. David Jones at djones@wcpc-tx.org.

Position opening: Director of Senior Ministries

Compline singers at St. Andrew’s PC, Houston

On the first Sunday of every
month at 8:00 p.m., St. Andrew’s PC,
Houston, holds a Compline service,
a brief service of prayer (essentially
a monk’s bedtime prayers) when the
community gathers to give thanks
for the day that has passed and to
ask for safety in the night to come.
In the office of compline
there is prayer and there is scripture.
Some is spoken, but most is sung in
the ancient musical form often called
Plainsong or Gregorian chant. It is
worship reduced to its pure essence.
In a darkened church, no sermon, no
announcements, no offering intrude
on quiet prayer.
Compline began around A.D.
535, when St. Benedict, the father
of western Christian monasticism,
established the cycle of daily prayer
known as the divine offices.
The Compline service at
St. Andrew’s is still celebrated as
it was in its beginning with male
singers in monk-style robes, reading
and chanting the office in a darkened
sanctuary. Music is drawn from
Plainsong, an Anglican style chant,
general protestant hymnody, and

choral music from the Renaissance.
The service usually lasts 30 to 45
minutes.
James Roberts, current
Director of Choral Music at St.
Andrew’s, invites male singers
from other congregations to join
in singing the office and extends a
warm welcome to worshippers from
all Christian traditions. Rehearsals
are held prior to the service at 6:00
p.m. in the sanctuary. After rehearsal
the singers robe and, in keeping
with monastic tradition, gather for
a reading from the Rule of Benedict
and a short reading of a contemporary
commentary on the rule. They pray
and then begin the silent procession
into the sanctuary to sing the office of
Compline.
If you are interested in
singing, contact James Roberts by
email at jroberts@sapch.org. If you
are interested in attending the service,
Rev. Jeff Smith, pastor of St. Andrew’s
PC, welcomes you! The next
Compline service will be held Sunday,
January 6. The sanctuary is open at
7:45 p.m. Parking is in the rear of the
church, off Bissonet St.

Next Connections copy deadline is
Wednesday, February 13
for the March/April 2013 issue.

Clear Lake PC, Houston, is seeking a new Director of Senior Ministries. This
part-time position (20 hours per week) will develop and manage the church’s growing
Senior Adult Ministry and programs.Visit http://www.clpc.org for job description or
call 281-488-6731 for more information. For a complete job description, visit http://
www.clpc.org/#/welcome/open-position. Please submit resume and cover letter to
info@clpc.org.

Position Opening

Presbyterian Outreach to Patients (POP), http://www.popministry.org/, is
looking for an individual to fill the part-time position of Executive Director. POP’s
mission is to bring hope and comfort through prayer, visits, and other services,
expressing Christ’s love to patients and their families in the Texas Medical Center
and other healthcare settings. The Executive Director is responsible for managing all
aspects of the ministry, including liaison with hospitals and other healthcare settings,
and the recruitment, training, and supervision of POP spiritual care volunteers.
Minimum qualifications are that she/he must be an Ordained Presbyterian
Teaching Elder, must have completed a minimum two units of Clinical Pastoral
Education (CPE), and must have experience in hospital ministry.
If interested, contact Dick Hauptfleisch, Chairperson, POP Board of
Directors, at dhauptfleisch@comcast.net.

Honorably Retired!
The Rev. Belinda Windham was granted Honorably Retired status
at the last presbytery meeting. Ordained in 1992 in Mission Presbytery,
Belinda has served congregations in Taylor,
Livingston, and Houston. She has served as adjunct
faculty for Houston Graduate School of Theology
and a member of the Advisory Board of the Institute
for Pastoral Studies.
Serving the larger church, Belinda was a member
of the national body that writes and administers
the ordination exams. She served on the Permanent
Judicial Commission of the Synod of the Sun, and
Rev. Belinda Windham was a member of the Board of United Campus
Ministries of Greater Houston.
Belinda retires from her pastorate at New Hope
Presbyterian, effective December 31, 2012. Five days
later, she will be starting a new phase in her life
when she and her fiancé, Jan Koenig will be married.

Please send articles and photos to Helen Wolf
at hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org.
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In the Resource Center
New DVD Resources
Digital Disciple

A Place at the Table

Adam Thomas, one of the first of the millennial
generation ordained in the Episcopal priesthood, helps
us think theologically about the power and limitations of
digital living in a real world. Segments are at about the
6-minute mark, so leave plenty of space for discussion.
While the study might be enhanced by participants reading
the book, the video segments are enough background to
kick start excellent discussions using the questions for
reflection found in the book’s appendix. The final lesson, on
Tech Sabbath, offers examples of very traditional spiritual
practices that can enrich the lives of those who spend the
bulk of their lives plugged in.

Featuring Chris Seay of Houston’s Ecclesia, this
six-week study offers an approach to fasting as a spiritual
discipline which focuses not on the worthiness of the one
who fasts, but on the ways this spiritual discipline can
deepen our compassion. This is a video resource which
should definitely be used in conjunction with the book
which contains 40 days of introductory commentary, a
lovely fresh translation of scripture and a window into
the life of people living around the globe. Additional free
resources can be found at www.chrisseay.net; .

Book and companion 6-session DVD curriculum

Sticky Faith

5-session DVD curriculum
Designed for use with parents of teens or a youth
committee of a congregation, these 23-minute video
segments address critical issues in nurturing a faith that
lasts as teens move toward adulthood. The series is solidly
grounded in the affirmation of the importance of telling
and showing kids that they are beloved by God and that
they cannot do anything to shake that love. Featured
speaker is Kara Powell, executive director of the Fuller
Youth Institute. Each segment concludes with five excellent
questions for group discussion. A major emphasis is the
role of parents and other interested, caring, and engaged
adults. Practical strategies and ideas are offered.

On the Road with Jesus:
Teaching and Healing
4-session DVD study
6.

Travel to places such as Jerusalem, Capernaum,
Bethsaida and Caesarea Philippi with a New Testament
scholar to gain a deeper appreciation for and understanding
of the Jewish and Graeco-Roman context of Jesus’ ministry.
There is a strong emphasis on the balance between his
teaching and the ways he dealt with the people who
inhabited his world. (Note: lesson plans in the guide have
excellent questions but do not correctly reflect the actual length
of the video segments. Groups may choose to purchase copies of
the book which will circulate with the DVD.)

Forgiveness: Finding Peace Through
Letting Go
4-session DVD

Adam Hamilton speaks to practical applications
of Biblical teaching on forgiveness. It is a rich exploration
of Biblical wisdom and simple practices that can lead us
into forgiveness of ourselves and others. The accompanying
Leader’s Guide offers suggestions for discussion questions
and a format for group study.
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6-session DVD study

On The Road with Jesus:
Birth and Ministry
4-session DVD study
Travel to the Holy Land with a New Testament
scholar and gain insights into the birth and early ministry
of Jesus. Dr. Ben Witherington guides viewers through
sights in Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, the
Jordan River, and Cana. Segments are engaging and allow
time for discussion using the excellent questions in the
leader’s guide included with the DVD. (Note: lesson plans in
the guide do not correctly reflect the actual length of the video
segments. Groups may choose to purchase copies of the book
which will circulate with the DVD.)

Economy of Love
5-session DVD

A challenging resource for those intrigued by the
“new monastics” who call us to examine the question of
what the patterns of God’s kingdom look like compared
to the patterns of our world. How do we begin to consider
a standard of living based in a personal threshold not
oriented around the size of a monthly paycheck, but around
the value of enough.

Embracing the Prophets in Contemporary
Culture
6-session DVD

Each 30-minute session begins with a 10-15
minute presentation by OT scholar, Walter Brueggemann,
and then continues with the conversation and “push back”
of a group of participants whose voices join in the teaching
of each lesson. The participant’s workbook provides helpful
materials to further engage the DVD. The workbook calls
out “essentials” from the DVD and then lifts up multiple
options for exploration.

Conferences and events
APRIL 25-27

Go Make Disciples
An Invitation
to Baptismal Living

The Training Institute for
the Catechumenate - an ecumenical
organization which provides training
and support for churches seeking to
fulfill Christ’s commission to make
disciples, baptizing and teaching
all people – invites those interested
to attend April Spring Training at
Christ the King Lutheran Church,
2353 Rice Blvd. Mike Cole and
Episcopal and Lutheran Bishops
have endorsed this training for
Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders.
The catechumenate is a
process of faith formation and
spiritual development that began in
the early centuries of the Christian
Church. Twenty-first century
congregations are now adapting
the process for renewal of the
baptism of infants and children or
the reaffirmation of the baptismal
covenant by the already baptized.
The new catechumenate is a
paradigm shift from “members” to
“disciples,” training and equipping
believers for a life of discipleship.
Pastors, worship leaders,
educators, catechetical teams,
students, and congregational teams
are invited to attend the Institute
training, beginning with lunch on
Thursday and concluding around
3:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 2527. Cost: $275 (lunches, dinners,
program). Registration/refund
deadline is April 1, 2013. For more
information and to register, visit
http://www.catechumenate.org.

MAY 24-27

Imagine

What God May be Doing
to Reshape the Church
The Imagine conference
at Montreat in North Carolina,
May 24-27, is designed for church
professionals, lay leaders, parents,
students, and all who seek to imagine
the community that Christ intends for
us to be. The question
as to who Christ really
is will not go away. The
question as to what
kind of community
Christ intends is equally
pressing for those who Marcus Borg
would follow him today.
These questions have
become particularly
urgent for a church
struggling with its own
divisions and seeking
to offer faithful witness
Tom Currie
to a culture bent on
saving itself, yet hungering for a word
of grace.
Key leaders for this event
include Marcus Borg - a biblical
Jesus scholar and author of nineteen
books, including Meeting Jesus
Again for the First Time; Tom
Currie - dean at Union
Presbyterian Seminary
in Charlotte, NC, and
teacher of Theology
and Ethics; and Jacqui
Lewis - Senior Minister
at Middle Collegiate
Jacqui Lewis
Church in New York
City and member of the Multiracial
Congregation Task Force of the
Reformed Church in America.
Make plans now. Registration
price break on or before March 1.
More information at
http://www.montreat.org.

July 21-24
July 28 - August 1

COMING

Upcoming Lectures
and Workshops

at Austin Presbyterian
Seminary

Grandparents/
Grandkid Camp:

Give the gift of love with
time shared together at
Mo-Ranch!
Make plans now! Mo Ranch
has designed a “grand” opportunity for
grandparents and their grandkids to
play together in the Hill Country!
Two sessions of the new
Grandparents/Grandchild camp will
be offered next summer: July 21-24 (3
nights) and July 28-Aug. 1 (4 nights).
These camps are designed for kids
ages 9 to 12.
All activities are planned
to keep the kids on the move.
Grandparents can either keep up with
them or find time to take a break and
cheer them on. Archery, canoeing,
kayaking, high ropes, critter class,
crafts, swimming, snorkeling, hiking,
talent show, and worship!
Early registration fee ends
May 24. A deposit of $100 per family
is accepted until May 24. The balance
of all fees will be due May 24 or upon
registration, if after May 24.
Total cost includes tuition,
hotel style accommodations and
meals, beginning with dinner on the
first night and ending with lunch on
the last day.
For more information,
visit http://www.moranch.com/
grandcamp.

Caregiving: Pastoral Care with
Aging Populations
January 26 | $25
Ministry with older adults can
be a rich and rewarding experience
for both the provider and recipient
of pastoral care. Informed pastoral
care providers are in a better position
to facilitate conversations that offer
opportunities for mutual blessing
and intimate connection. Join us for a
skill-enhancing program.
For Stephen Ministers, lay
caregivers, care teams, and pastors.
MidWinters Lectures
February 4-6 | FREE
This three-day event will
feature lecturers Elizabeth HinsonHasty, Margaret Aymer, Joseph Small,
and preacher Karl Travis. A special
luncheon on Faith & Public Life will
feature the Honorable David Peeples.
Biblical Storytelling 101
March 2 | $35
Learning sacred stories by
heart is a spiritual discipline that
takes us deeper into the word of God
and opens up ways for God’s story
to connect with our story. Biblical
storytelling is also a multi-sensory
way to share the good news. This
workshop is basic instruction for
learning and performing Biblical
stories for worship, devotion, or
workshops.
For pastors, worship leaders,
youth ministers, chaplains, Christian
educators.
More information at
www.austinseminary.edu/page.
cfm?p=1840 – Beyond the Walls.
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calendar

upcoming events and gatherings

Happy New Year!

December 31 and January 1
Presbytery Offices Closed
New Year’s

2013
January 17

Fresh Elastic for Stretched
Out Educators
Presbytery Center

January 26

Church Officer Enrichment
Spring Branch Presbyterian
Houston

February 22-24

Youth Conclaves
Camp Cho-Yeh

March 1-3

Youth Conclaves
Camp Cho-Yeh

March 9

Presbyterian Women Spring
Gathering
First Presbyterian, Conroe

March 16

Stated Presbytery Meeting
Pines Presbyterian, Houston

June 8

Stated Presbytery Meeting
First Presbyterian, Galveston

June 15-22

CEDEPCA Partnership Trip
Costa Rica

July 16-20

Youth Triennium
Purdue University

November 9

Stated Presbytery Meeting
Atascocita Presbyterian,
Atascocita

December 5

Christmas Open House
Presbytery Center

January 16

Health
Ministries in
Bangladesh
Dr. Leslie and Dr. Cynthia
Morgan, Presbyterian missionaries
in Dhaka, Bangladesh, will be
visiting St. Philip PC, Houston, on
Wednesday,
January 16.
Supper will
be served
in the
Fellowship
Hall at
5:45 p.m. A
Les and Cindy Morgan
donation of
about $7 is requested to defray the
cost of dinner.
By 6:30 p.m. the Morgans
will speak with us about their work
as advisers and physicians in the
health ministries of the Church
of Bangladesh - in community
health programs, hospitals, and
congregational work. They also
teach a class on the Healing
Ministry of the Church at St.
Andrew’s Theological College
and lead spiritual retreats for
theological students, clergy, lay
leaders, and health workers.
Please RSVP for supper to
chuckjohnson7006@gmail.com.

aaaaa

november 14

Fresh Elastic

for Stretched-Out Educators
Come to the Presbytery center for a time to connect
with other folks who are doing education and
discipleship in this presbytery and talk about choosing
curriculum, planning for VBS, and discussing death and
resurrection with children. If you are a volunteer, paid staff
person, teaching elder, or just curious, you are invited!
Here are some questions that could get the discussion
started:
• Is there a better way to choose curriculum than
		 by a Google search?
• What does it mean to use curriculum that is faithful to our
		 reformed tradition?
• Are creative craft activities the best criteria for selecting
		 VBS materials?
• What other formats are available for VBS?
• How do you explain death and resurrection to young children?
This session will be facilitated by folks with a seasoned heart
for education! Please feel free to contact any one of them if you have
questions. JoAnn Currie (jscurrie51@yahoo.com), Connie Nyquist
(lnyquist@sbcglobal.net), Mary Swan (mswan4262@hotmail.com),
Anne Wilson (anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com).
Appetizers, lunch, dessert, and beverages will be provided!
Your RSVP will assist planning. Please send replies to mmarcotte@
pbyofnewcovenant.org by Monday morning, January 14.

January 25

Understanding Palliative Care

The University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center Department of Palliative and
Rehabilitative Medicine in conjunction with the Department of Chaplaincy and Pastoral Education
presents
“The Collective Soul Symposium,” which will focus on the spiritual and emotional needs of advanced
cancer patients and their families. The all-day event for clergy and chaplains will be held Friday, January
25, from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Basic Science Center (Mitchell Building) on Bertner.
Cost ($50), if postmarked by January 11 - if postmarked after January 11, $60. For more
information and to register, visit www.mdanderson.org/conferences. Questions? Contact Steve Thorney,
Staff Chaplain, Supportive and Palliative Care at sthorney@mdanderson.org or 713-563-3988.
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more events and gatherings to enjoy!
February 24-26

January 25-28

Duerr Lecture Series 2013
at Clear Lake Presbyterian Church

You are invited to this year’s Weekend in the Word at Clear Lake PC,
Houston, Friday-Sunday, January 25-28. Christine Yoder, Professor of Old
Testament Language, Literature, and Exegesis at Columbia Seminary will
discuss “The Tree of Life: A Study of Proverbs” on Friday,
January 25, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. and Saturday, January 26,
9:00 to 11:30 a.m. Christine will preach at 6:00 p.m. on
Saturday and at 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. on Sunday.
“The Book of Proverbs,” says Dr. Yoder, “is for the
ordinary of days. Proverb after proverb, page after page, it
invites us into an ancient and ongoing conversation about
what is good and wise and true in life. How can we discern
Christine Yoder
right from wrong in a world of fiercely competing claims?
What makes for strong families and just communities? What characterizes a
good neighbor, loving partner, trusted friend? How do we understand money,
the role of integrity, the power of speech? And how do we teach it all to our
children? The Book of Proverbs takes up such questions as part and parcel of
the reverent life.”
June 15-22

Costa Rica:

The 2013 Duerr Lecture Series will
take place February 24, 25 and 26, at St. Philip
PC, Houston. Speaker for this 16th series will
be the Rev. Thomas L. Are, Jr., Pastor of Village
Presbyterian Church in Prairie Village, KS. His
lectures, “Christianity: It’s more than believing
in Jesus,” will focus on our Christian faith as
not only something we think, but something we
practice. Rev. Are says that following Jesus may
have less to do with getting our creeds exactly
Rev. Thomas Are, Jr.
right and more to do with how we treat each
other.
Rev. Are holds degrees from Presbyterian College (SC),
Union Presbyterian Seminary (VA), and Yale Divinity School. In
2006 he received the Doctorate of Humane Letters (honoris causa)
from Presbyterian College. Before being called to Village Presbyterian
Church in 2004, Are served churches in Jacksonville, FL, Columbia, and
Charleston, SC. In demand as speaker and preacher, Are served as the
Currie Lecturer at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 2012.
Mark your calendar now to attend and hear this engaging
speaker help us understand our Christian faith and how we can and
should nurture and implement it. Rev. Are will preach at the Sunday
morning worship services at St. Philip PC (8:30 and 11:00 a.m.) and
present lectures each evening at 7:00 p.m. All lectures are free. Child
care is available for all ages for each lecture by calling the church office,
713 622-4807. St. Philip is located at 4807 San Felipe at Loop 610.

“Exploring Latin American
Theology in Context”
february 22-24 and march 1-3

Rebeca Cascante,
head of CEDEPCA’s
Women’s Program
in Costa Rica and
her father,
Rev. Rodrigo Cascante,
a Presbyterian minister.

It’s not too late to sign up for a
partnership visit to Costa Rica, June 15-22.
This trip continues our many delegations
to Central America in partnership with
CEDEPCA (Spanish acronym for Protestant
Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America).
Participants will reside at and experience the
respected Latin American Biblical University, see
CEDEPCA’s ministries in action, witness the
work of Presbyterian missionaries, and discover
the environmental beauty of the country. $1,000
for in-country costs plus airfare. Scholarship
assistance is available. Contact Sharyl Davis at
281-444-8861 or sharyl@northwoods.org.
Deadline for registration is Friday,
March 15.

Register now for

CONCLAVES!
Registration DEADLINE for Conclaves is Monday, January 14.
Registration Packet available at: www.pbyofnewcovenant.org. Register
online at: www.cho-yeh.org/texas-retreats/conclaves
Conclaves mean fun, faith-filled retreat weekends at Cho-Yeh
(February 22-24 or March 1-3), led by Presbytery’s Youth Connection
Council (PYCC) for Presbyterian middle and high school youth groups
and Adult Advisors (21 and older; ratio 1 adult: 5 youth). Cost: $125/
person (includes lodging, meals, a Christian concert and conference t-shirt)
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In Our Prayers

Family and friends of the Rev. Jim Wharton – Jim died October 19, 2012. Jim
served as Senior Pastor at Memorial Drive PC, Houston, in the 1980s.

Rev. Mark and Jeanne Plunkett, Heritage PC, Houston – grandparents for the
first time. Logan Xavier Plunkett was born November 7, 2012.

Family and friends of RE Frank Kelso, LaMarque PC – Frank died October 13,
2012. Frank served for many years as an elder at LaMarque PC and on the
presbytery’s Small Church Committee.

RE Chief Clayton Sylestine, Indian PC, Livingston – health concerns

Rev. Debbie Cenko (First PC, Wharton) and family – Debbie and Russell’s son,
Michael, died October 30, 2012, in an accident on his motorcycle.
Melissa and Michael Brown, Grace PC, Houston – Michael continues his battle
with cancer. Melissa serves on presbytery’s Commissioned Ruling Elder
Committee.
The congregation of First PC, Rosenberg - celebrated its 100th anniversary
November 11, 2012.

Rev. Tom and Brenda Edwards and family - Brenda’s father, Harold Callahan,
died December 2, 2012. Tom is serving as interim pastor at First PC,
Huntsville. At the time of his death, Harold was serving as deacon and
treasurer of First Presbyterian, San Mateo, CA.
Rev. Guinn Blackwell Eagleson, United Campus Ministries - recovering from a
broken foot.
Family and friends of Robert O. Cody, Director or Music/Organist at First PC,
Wharton – Robert died November 27, 2012. Mary Ruth McMorris is his
sister.

Rev. Joe McDonald, First PC, Livingston – Joe fell out of a tree and broke his
femur and hip in November.

RE Sharon Carey, St. Paul PC, Houston – Sharon’s father, Thomas E. Wheat,
died December 2,, 2012, at the age of 93. Sharon is an incoming member
of General Council and former member of the Evangelism & Renewal
Committee.

RE Wil and Sandy Davis, First PC, Livingston - Wil has been diagnosed with
colon cancer. He is the church treasurer.

Family and friends of RE Cynthia Bolbach- Cindy died December 12, 2012. She
served as Moderator of the 219th General Assembly (2010).

RE Ann Earnest, Grace PC, Houston - Ann continues her battle with cancer. She
is Development Officer for the Presbyterian Foundation.

*HR = Honorably Retired *RE = Ruling Elder
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