Call to the Stated Meeting
Presbytery of New Covenant, Synod of the Sun, Presbyterian Church (USA)
Saturday, June 8, 2013 @ 10:00 AM
First Presbyterian Church
1903 Church Street, Galveston, TX 77550
409/762-8638
www.galvpres.net
This meeting of the presbytery will be called to order at 10:00 AM.
Orientation for first time commissioners will be at 9:45 AM.
Growing congregations that passionately engage their communities to make disciples.
Dear Commissioners:
You are cordially invited to invest your time at our June presbytery meeting. Continuing on our
path of “Revival”, we will meet in the sanctuary of the historic First Presbyterian Church of
Galveston, which has been restored to its original colors after Hurricane Ike in 2008. We will
have the opportunity to dine at the Grand Opera House. And, maybe after the meeting, you
might take a walk on the beach, or tour the carved tree sculptures that created art from
devastation.
Since this meeting occurs at the end of a school year, it is an important time in the life of many
being prepared for ministry, as they take steps to complete that process. They will be entering
ministry at an interesting time in our culture – a time when the church is facing many
challenges. Please pray for those whom God is calling.
We are trying something new with this meeting – online registration. Hopefully this has been
an easy process for you, and the information that you have needed was available. And,
perhaps you can make this a paperless meeting by downloading the meeting packet and
addendum on your electronic device prior to arrival.
Think about something that you would like to talk about over lunch, and invite others to join
you in an Open Space conversation. The guidelines are found in the Meeting Toolkit. We are
looking for ways to make our meetings more experiential and participatory, and a place for us
to connect with one another. If you have ideas on how we can facilitate this, please contact
me, or Becky Downs, chair of the committee that plans the meetings (flamingorev@gmail.com).
Let’s think together about revival! I like this quote from Vance Havner: “Revival is falling in
love with Jesus all over again!”
I am looking forward to seeing you on June 8!
With gratitude,

Lynn Hargrove

Stated and Recording Clerk of the Presbytery of New Covenant
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Offering Recipients
OurOur
Offering
Recipients

It has been an exciting three years
watching a new nation being birthed as
we minister in South Sudan. We are
serving as mission co‐workers through
the PC(USA) teaching at the Giffen
Institute of Theology of the Presbyterian
Church of South Sudan (PCOSS). We also
work with Community Health Evangelism
there, helping to empower people,
especially women, to be more proactive
in the health of their families. We find
that we are making a difference. It used
to be that women were not allowed out
of their homes. Now we are able to hold
Bible studies and other discussions in public places and not be afraid. The electricity service is only during the
day, and now women are out walking down the dark streets lit only by flashlight and they feel safe.
We believe that the church is the best hope for
the growth of the new country in terms of
education, health and future development. We
are encouraged by the growth we see in the
churches where hundreds of people come,
sometimes meeting outside under big trees in the
117 degree heat. We thank you for your prayers
and support for our stay. We are on a 6 month
break and will be in the Houston area until
October. If you would like us to come and make
a presentation to your congregation, please
contact us.
Blessings to you!
Jacob and Aliamma George (Jgsr7@yahoo.com or AliammaGeorge12@gmail.com)

Jacob and Aliamma George will be moving into new quarters when
they return to the South Sudan. Electricity is available only during
daylight hours. We would like to fund a generator which they will
share with the school where they will live. They would be able to
run a fan to cool the room where they sleep as well as work on their
computers in the evening hours.
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The Presbytery of New Covenant
“Growing congregations that passionately engage their communities to make disciples”
Stated Meeting June 8, 2013
First Presbyterian Church, Galveston, Texas
409/762-8638
This year’s theme: Revival
Offering: To purchase a generator for our missionaries in South Sudan
9:30 am Registration Opens in Fellowship Hall
9:45 am New Commissioner Orientation in the Parlour (Room 120)
For your information, TE = Teaching Elder, RE = Ruling Elder
The Docket
Please silence your devices!
9:55 am Gathering Music
10:00 am Call to Order/Opening Prayer

Moderator, TE Winfield “Casey” Jones

Worship – Morning Prayer
Minute for Mission – Jacob and Aliamma George – Ministry to South Sudan
Offering – to Presbytery of New Covenant – to purchase a generator for the George’s
Music – Presbyterian Pilgrimage Community
10:35 am Opening Business
Declaration of Quorum and Adoption of the Docket
Welcome by host church – TE Bob Murphy, Interim Pastor
Welcome of others (First time commissioners, Corresponding Members, New
Minister Members, Visitors)
Report of the Stated Clerk (B)
TE Lynn Hargrove
Administrative Commissions for Installations/Ordinations
Dismissal Recommendation: Kingwood, First
Omnibus Motion (B.1) – includes approval of minutes for 10/2012 and 3/2013
Moderator’s Remarks and Appointments
Tellers:
Nominations to Nominating Committee:
11:25 am Celebration of Ministry: Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
11:30 am Ministries Division (G)
Grant Recipients
E&R/NCD – 1001 Worshipping Communities (G.1)

RE Jody Harrington

11:50 am Celebration of Ministry: Bless Friday

RE Chuck Fox

TE Wayne Eberly

11:55 am Blessing before the Meal/Instructions
NOON

Fellowship At Table/Open Space Conversations

1:15 pm Reconvening Hymn

(a cappella!!)
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1:20 pm Candidates Preaching for Ordination
Three locations: sanctuary, fellowship hall, room 213 (upstairs)
Nathan Carlin, and two to be examined in May
1:50

Administrative Division (C)
Committee on Ministry (D)
Action Items

RE Jim Hegenbarth
RE Shelley Hernandez

Committee on Preparation for Ministry (E)
TE Nora Fitch
Service of Candidacy: Brandon Gaide, Sabrina Hergert, Laureen Suba, and one
other to be approved in June
Nominating Committee (H)

RE Doug Arrick

Report of General Council (F)

RE John Jo

New Business (only if submitted four days prior to meeting date, so it can be
posted online 3 days prior to the meeting)
Adjournment
By rule of the presbytery, no later than 4:00 pm, unless the assembly
votes by a 2/3 majority to extend beyond
Following adjournment, clerks will meet for session records review in Room 110 (Library).
The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant will be
Saturday, November 8, 2013 at Atascocita Presbyterian Church, Atascocita
For other calendar information, please check www.pbyofnewcovenant.org!

Postlude is the publication that highlights the events and business
conducted at presbytery meetings. It will be posted on the
presbytery’s website. Commissioners will receive an email
notification when Postlude is available. Please share it with your
sessions. Comments and suggestions should be directed to Helen
Wolf at hwolf@pbyofnewcovenant.org.
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Omnibus Motion
To approve the minutes of the October, 2012 stated meeting
To approve the minutes of the March, 2013 stated meeting

Table of Motions (to be voted on individually)
From the Stated Clerk
1. To validate that the congregation of First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood, Texas has
fulfilled the requirements for dismissal according to the Reconciliation and dismissal
Procedure of the Presbytery of New Covenant.
2. Having met the requirements for seeking dismissal, the congregation of First
Presbyterian Church of Kingwood, Texas is dismissed to the ECO: Covenant Order of
Evangelical Presbyterians pending completion of the transfer to that body.
From Committee on Ministry
1. To sustain the examination of Nathan Carlin, candidate for ordination. Nathan is
called to serve as chaplain for the United Campus Ministry of Greater Houston.
From Committee of Preparation for Ministry
1. That Brandon Gaide (Houston, Memorial Drive) be enrolled as a candidate.
2. That Sabrina Hergert (Houston, Grace) be enrolled as a candidate.
3.

That Laureen Suba (Houston, St. Philip) be enrolled as a candidate.

From Nominating Committee
1. To approve the nominations found on page 24.
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Presbytery of New Covenant
Report of the Stated Clerk
June 8, 2013
1. Administrative Commissions for Installations/Ordinations:
We thank those who served in these commissions, and dismiss them with our gratitude:
To install the Rev. Dr. David Green as Pastor and Head of Staff of First Presbyterian Church,
Conroe, Texas, on February 17, 2013 at 4:00 pm. The candidate answered the questions of
installation in the affirmative.
To install the Rev. Lynne Hall Buckridge as Pastor of Heights Presbyterian Church in Houston,
on March 3, 2013 at 11:00 am. The candidate answered the questions of installation in the
affirmative.
To install the Rev. Dr. Clay Faulk and the Rev. Beth Faulk as Co-Pastors of Providence Church
in Nederland, Texas, on March 3, 2013 at 3:45 pm. The candidates answered the questions of
installation in the affirmative.
To install Rev. Charlie Hornes as Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Crockett, Texas on March
3, 2013 at 4:00 pm. The candidate answered the questions of installation in the affirmative.
To ordain Kathy Kloteen Sebring as Teaching Elder to the ministry of Word and Sacrament as
Chaplain and Bereavement Coordinator for Innovative Senior Care Hospice, on Sunday, April
14, 2013 at 3:00 pm at Clear Lake Presbyterian Church. The candidate answered the
questions of ordination in the affirmative.
To install Rev. Mark Plunkett as Pastor of Heritage Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas, on
May 17, 2013 at 10:30 am. The candidate answered the questions of installation in the
affirmative.

2. Investigating Committee 02-10 is dismissed with thanks for their diligent work.
They are TE Mary Miller Currie who served as chairperson, TE Kristin Huffman and
RE Celso Garcia.
3. Discernment Team Final Report: First Presbyterian Church of Kingwood
On March 17, 2013, at the conclusion of the 11:00 o'clock service of worship, the
report of the Discernment Team was presented to the congregation at a Town Hall meeting of
the First Presbyterian Church of Kingwood, Texas. The report to the congregation is attached.
It includes an outline of the Team's actions fulfilling the guidelines of the Presbytery's
Discernment Process. The Discernment Team’s report concludes with its suggestion that for
the sake of clarity with regard to the congregation's future direction, the Session give the
congregation an opportunity to vote.
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The Session responded by calling a Congregational Meeting for the purpose of giving
the congregation the opportunity to vote. The meeting was held six weeks later, at the
conclusion of a single service of worship which combined the customary three services on
May 5, 2013.
In the interval between the Town Hall meeting and the Congregational Meeting, the
Session conducted a focused, comprehensive effort to provide the congregation with
substantial, balanced information regarding the various perspectives on the issues pertinent
to the request to Presbytery for the Discernment Process. Information was dispensed in the
following ways:
1. A letter to the congregation announcing Session’s decision to call a Congregational
Meeting to vote on the motion that FPC-Kingwood be dismissed from the PC(USA)
to join ECO, which included these enclosures: FPC-Kingwood Statement of Values,
written report from Presbytery Discernment Team as presented to the congregation, and a
flyer about ECO
2. Announcements
Oral Announcement by pastors each Sunday
Written announcements placed in each Sunday bulletin about Informational Meetings
3. Informational Meetings
Announced and held on four Sunday evenings between April 4 and May 5
First meeting: “What is ECO?” – 1 hour
Second meeting: TE Jim Singleton, Fellowship of Presbyterians – 1 hour
Third meeting: financial implications of moving – 1 hour
TE Jack Haberer, Presbyterian Outlook – 1 hour
Fourth meeting: TE John Ortberg video on vision of ECO
RE Chris Friedersdorf (FPCK) “Why it’s too soon to leave PC(USA)”
 Handouts were distributed in Informational Meetings pro-PC(USA) and pro-ECO,
available afterward in office, narthex and fellowship hall during coffee hour
 Inserts prepared for each Sunday bulletin, available afterward in office, narthex and
fellowship hall during coffee hour
 Pastors and Session members available to talk with members, take phone calls or
communicate by email to answer questions or address concerns
4. Deacons asked to contact each member of their Shepherd Group twice during April
(The entire FPC-Kingwood congregation is divided into smaller Shepherd Groups
with each deacon in charge of one group to enable personal contact)
5. Presentations made to as many small groups in the church as possible by Session
members. Examples: adult Sunday School classes, Bible study groups, women’s
circles, and committee meetings
6. Telephone tree announcing Congregational Meeting
Phone message sent to every member household during week prior to the
Congregational Meeting
7.

Website information
Material related to process of discernment prior to Session call for Congregational
Meeting
FPC-Kingwood Statement of Values
FAQ about history and process
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Extensive resources (print and media) to support remaining in PC(USA)
Extensive materials (print and media) to support withdrawing from PC(USA)
All materials used during four Information Meetings (video, audio, print)
In support of staying in PC(USA)
In support of moving to ECO
As stated in the report to the congregation, we are gratified to have served them during
this difficult transition. We remain grateful for their gracious support and encouragement
throughout the discernment process. We have appreciated their spirit of cooperation and
accommodation, and we are especially thankful for their Christian forbearance. We thank TE
Lynn Hargrove, Stated Clerk of the Presbytery, for conducting our orientation. We also extend
our thanks to the General Council for its attentive, thoughtful response to our request for
guidance. And finally, our thanks to TE Mike Cole, General Presbyter, for his prayerful
insight and wisdom, as well as his presence at all the meetings in the latter half of the
process.
The members of the Discernment Team are satisfied that the Discernment Process was
duly followed and honored by the First Presbyterian Church of Kingwood.
Respectfully submitted by your servants in Christ,
Mr. David Bell, Ruling Elder, Northwoods Presbyterian Church, Houston
Rev. Dr. Jim Birchfield, Teaching Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Houston
Mrs. Robin Cassell, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood
Rev. Dr. Jim Davis, Teaching Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood
Rev. Dr. Vicky Jones, Teaching Elder, Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, Houston (Facilitator)
Rev. Dr. Belinda Koenig, Teaching Elder (Retired)
Mr. Butch Standerfer, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood
Mr. Ben Trammell, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood
Mr. Jay Walrath, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian Church, Livingston
Presbytery of New Covenant
Discernment Team Report: First Presbyterian Church Kingwood
We begin with gratitude to the congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Kingwood
for their gracious support and encouragement throughout the discernment process. We
appreciate your spirit of cooperation and accommodation. We thank you for practicing
Christian forbearance, which can sometimes be difficult to do when expressing deeply held
personal beliefs and hearing passionate views that differ significantly from one’s own. You
facilitated a healthy dialogue in response to challenging issues and transformed our process
with you into a valuable learning experience for your Discernment Team and quite possibly
for the entire Presbytery.
Our purpose for being called into existence is well stated in The Presbytery of New
Covenant Gracious Reconciliation and Dismissal Procedure which states in part that “it is
the will of this Presbytery to create a gracious context and process in which the will of God is
sought for the life, ministry, and calling of the particular congregation.”
In keeping with this purpose and the charge to assure that the full procedure for
discernment was followed, we enumerate the steps of the process that have been taken:
 FPCK Session votes to recommend Discernment Procedure to the congregation - May
2012
 FPCK congregation votes to commence the Discernment Procedure - June 2012
 Discernment Team (DT) formed and First Meeting held – Introductions & Facilitator
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Selection – September 2012
DT Second Meeting – Shared faith stories – September 2012
DT Third Meeting - Determine the extent to which there is agreement or disagreement
on foundational theological issues – October 2012
DT Fourth Meeting – Created a congregational listening process – October 2012
Conduct congregational listening session(s)
 Listening Session Number One - October 28 and November 4, 2012
 Listening Session Number Two – February 17 and 24, 2013
DT Fifth Meeting – Discuss congregational input

We were gratified and humbled to hear what you had to say both in the Town Hall forums
and the individual sharing sessions. A number of recurring themes surfaced. Most
noteworthy among them were your abiding love for Christ and his church, and your love and
respect for your pastor, the Reverend Dr. Jim Davis. In addition, your concern for fairness
prompted us to seek guidance from the Presbytery’s General Council and to more fully
explore and share with you alternative perspectives on the pros and cons of the salient
issues. We are particularly grateful for the individual members of the congregation who took
an active role in researching and composing thoughtful, scholarly material for distribution.
While we appreciated the many insightful statements you shared with us, we are troubled
by some damaging misinformation we heard from time to time usually presented to us as
fact. We think it is helpful to remind everyone that it is often difficult to check the
truthfulness of claims made on the Internet. Therefore, carefully verifying information from
original sources is always advisable before passing such information on further.
We recognize your apprehension about what lies ahead should your congregation decide
to leave the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.: that is, questions about alternative Presbyterian
denominational choices, financial consequences, and the dispositions of other congregations
that are leaving. These are issues which would be properly addressed by your Session rather
than the Discernment Team.
In response to the other recurring theme we heard from you, that is, the need for clarity
and decisive action, we hope the Session will give the congregation the opportunity to vote.
Our prayer for FPC Kingwood is that you may find and sustain a spiritual vision for growing
forward as a Christ-centered community of faith in spite of different understandings.
Your servants in Christ,
Mr. David Bell, Ruling Elder, Northwoods Presbyterian Church, Houston
Rev. Dr. Jim Birchfield, Teaching Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Houston
Mrs. Robin Cassell, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood
Rev. Dr. Jim Davis, Teaching Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood
Rev. Dr. Vicky Jones, Teaching Elder, Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, Houston (Faciltator)
Rev. Dr. Belinda Koenig, Teaching Elder (Retired)
Mr. Butch Standerfer, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood
Mr. Ben Trammell, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood
Mr. Jay Walrath, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Livingston
The congregational vote was held on May 5, 2013. Membership as of April 4 was 1651. Per
the presbytery’s Reconciliation and Dismissal Procedure, this is the day that the letter was
sent to the congregation calling the meeting. 523 ballots were cast which constitutes a
quorum of 31.7%. The vote was 358 (68.5%) to 165 (31.5%) which complies with the
requirements of the Reconciliation and Dismissal Procedure.
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Motion: To validate that the congregation of First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood,
Texas has fulfilled the requirements for dismissal according to the Reconciliation
and Dismissal Procedure of the Presbytery of New Covenant.
Motion: Having met the requirements for seeking dismissal, the congregation of First
Presbyterian Church of Kingwood, Texas is dismissed to the ECO: Covenant Order of
Evangelical Presbyterians pending completion of the transfer to that body.

ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
REPORT TO PRESBYTERY
June 8, 2013
I

C.1

Recommendations for presbytery action
None

II Actions taken on behalf of presbytery
None
III Items for Information
2013 Presbytery Meetings
a. Theme: “The Year of Revival”
b. Dates & Venues
Saturday, November 9

Atascocita PC, Atasococita

2014 Presbytery Meetings
a.

Theme: “Making Disciples”

b.

Dates and Venues
Saturday, March 22
Saturday, July 19
Saturday, November 8

Grace PC, Houston
Covenant PC, College Station
Indian PC, Livingston
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COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
PRESBYTERY REPORT
JUNE 8, 2013
I.

D

Recommendations for Presbytery action:
A. The committee recommends and moves that the examination of Nathan Carlin,
candidate for ordination be sustained; called to serve as chaplain for the United Campus
Ministry of Greater Houston.

II. Actions taken on behalf of Presbytery - February 5, 2013; April 2, 2013 and May
11, 2013
A. Approved validation of ministry
1. Candidate for ordination Nathan Carlin called to serve as chaplain of the United
Campus Ministry of Greater Houston. (Faith Statement following Report)
1/1/13 COM validated ministry; 2/23/13 Committee on Examinations sustained
examination; 3/5/13 COM sustained examination of Committee on Examinations.
Candidate under care of Shenango Presbytery.
Formal Education: BA – Westminster College, 1997 – 2001
MDiv – Princeton Theological Seminary, 2001 – 2005
MA – Rice University, 2005 – 2009
PhD – Rice University, 2005 – 2010
B. Approved Pastoral Call
1. Teaching Elder Mark Renn called to serve as Associate Pastor at First Presbyterian
Kingwood effective 4/1/13 (Faith Statement following Report)
Salary/Housing/Utility Allowance
$62,000
Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
2,500
Books, Professional Dues
1,500
Board of Pensions Dues
20,460
Study Leave Allowance – cumulative for 3 years
1,500
Study Leave – time cumulative for 3 years
2 weeks
Vacation
4 weeks
Annual Review
4/14/14
Moving Expenses
2/5/13 COM approved call; 2/23/13 Committee on Examinations sustained examination;
3/5/13 COM sustained examination of Committee on Examinations. Ordained 11/20/08;
Transferring from Presbytery of Alabama
Formal Education: MDiv –Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 2008
BA, English Language and Literature, University of Michigan, 2001

2. Teaching Elder Timothy Oleksy called to serve a Pastor of First Presbyterian
Church, Huntsville, TX effective 7/1/13 (Faith Statement following Report)
Salary
Housing, Utility Allowance
Reimbursement for SECA in excess of 7.65%
Other Allowances
Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
Books, Professional Dues
Board of Pensions Dues (Full)
Study Leave Allowance
(cumulative for 3 years)
Study Leave
(cumulative for 3 years)
Vacation

$ 37,250
16,676.87
223
500
1,000
1,450
8,034.62
1,450
2 weeks
4 weeks
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Reimbursement for SECA up to 7.65%
2,849.63
Annual Review
5/14
4/2/13 COM approval call; 4/27/13 Committee on Examinations sustained examination;
5/11/13 COM sustained the examination of Committee on Examinations. Ordained
10/31/99; Transferring from Presbytery of Central Nebraska
Formal Education: BA – New York University, New York, NY, 1980
MDiv – Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA, 1996
DD – Master’s International School of Divinity, Evansville, IN, 2012

April 2, 2013
A. Granted Permission to Labor in the Bound Presbytery
1. Shane Webb member of Grace Presbytery to officiate at wedding of friend on 6/28/13
B. Granted Permission to Labor outside the Bound Presbytery
1. Susan Phalen, HR member of New Covenant Presbytery while serving as the pastor of
St. Andrew’s Uniting Church, Glenbrook, New South Wales, Australia.
C. Approved Compensation Reports
1. Between Dean Pogue and Katy, Grand Lakes effective 3/1/13
Salary
Housing and Utility Allowance
Deferred Income
Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
Books, Professional Dues (not included in Study Leave
Allowance)
Cell Phone
Board of Pensions Dues (Full Participation)
Study Leave Allowance (cumulative for 3 years)
Study Leave
(cumulative for 3 years)
Vacation
Social Security Compensation up to 8.24%
Annual Review

$ 32,000
43,000
1,050
3,500
1,000

950
24,526
1,600
2 weeks
4 weeks
6,266

2. Between Ryan Cook and Katy, Grand Lakes effective 3/1/13
Salary
Housing and Utility Allowance
Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
Cell Phone
Board of Pensions Dues (Full Participation)
Study Leave Allowance (cumulative for 3 years)
Study Leave
(cumulative for 3 years)
Vacation
Social Security Compensation up to 8.24%
Annual Review

$ 22,464
21,216
2,160
950
14,086
1,700
2 weeks
4 weeks
3,600

3. Between Nora Fitch and Houston, St. Thomas effective 1/1/13
Salary
Housing and Utility Allowance
Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
Books, Professional Dues (not included in Study Leave
Allowance)
Board of Pensions Dues (Full Participation)
Study Leave Allowance (cumulative for 3 years)
Study Leave
(cumulative for 3 years)
Vacation
Annual Review

$ 25,000
35,000
2,000
325

19,350
1,670
2 weeks
4 weeks

$ 32,000
45,282
1,050
3,500
1,000

950
25,850
1,600
2 weeks
4 weeks
6,455
5/31/13

$ 22,464
22,526
2,160
950
14,847
1,700
2 weeks
4 weeks
3,707
5/31/13

$ 26,800
35,000
2,000
325
20,394
1,670
2 weeks
4 weeks
3/10/13

16

4. Between Stephen Oglesbee and Houston, Clear Lake effective 4/1/13
Salary
Housing and Utility Allowance
Social Security Compensation
Medical Reimbursement (optional)
Professional Expenses
Board of Pensions Dues (Full Participation)
Study Leave Allowance (cumulative for 3 years)
Study Leave (cumulative for 3 years)
Vacation
Annual Review

$ 66,014
35,000
8,400
2,500
5,000
36,092
1,670
2 weeks
5 weeks

64,144
40,000
8,627
2,500
5,000
38,039
1,670
2 weeks
5 weeks
4/13

5. Between Katrina Pennington and Houston, Clear Lake effective 4/1/13
Salary
Housing and Utility Allowance
Social Security Compensation
Professional Expenses
Board of Pensions Dues (Full Participation)
Study Leave Allowance (cumulative for 3 years)
Study Leave
(cumulative for 3 years)
Vacation
Annual Review

$ 32,000
24,000
4,600
3,500
19,544
1,670
2 weeks
5 weeks

6. Between Rachel Young and Houston, Clear Lake effective 4/1/13
Salary
Housing and Utility Allowance
Social Security Compensation
Medical Reimbursement (optional)
Professional Expenses
New Covenant Presbytery Clergy Retreat
Board of Pensions Dues (Full Participation)
Study Leave Allowance (cumulative for 3 years)
Study Leave
(cumulative for 3 years)
Paid Leave – Company of New Pastors 2012
New Covenant Presbytery Clergy Retreat
Vacation
Annual Review

22,203
36,000
4,600
3,500
20,798
1,670
2 weeks
5 weeks
4/13

$ 15,942
35,000
4,220
0
3,500
N/A
17,790
1,670
2 weeks
4 days

16,594
35,000
4,274
1,500
3,500
250
18,931
1,670
2 weeks
3 days

5 weeks

5 weeks
4/13

D. Approved Renewal of Stated Supply Contracts
1. Between Dan Alexander and Waverly effective 2/1/13 for one year, 3/8 time contract
Salary
Repair, maintenance and remodeling
Housing Allowance
Utilities Allowance
Auto Expenses Reimbursement @ IRS Rate
Medical & Pension (@ Full Rate)
Study Leave Allowance
Study Leave
Vacation
Other: Computer
Mentor Day and Expenses
Annual Review

$ 2,225

7,800
3,900
1,500
3,600
975
1 week
4 weeks
1 day

$ 2,225
5,500
7,800
3,900
1,500
3,600
975
1 week
4 weeks
500
1 day
12/08/13

2. Between Joyce Boehnke and Angleton, Bethel effective 3/3/13 @ ¼ .
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Salary
Vacation

$70 weekly
2wks/2
Sundays

$70 weekly
4 wks/4
Sundays

E. Approved termination of Employment
1. Between Aluu Williams Nnali and NCP/NDC and that his membership be transferred
to the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria effective 2/28/13, contingent on settling of outstanding
financial matters.
F. Approved renewal of Interim Pastor Contract
1. Between Tom Edwards and Huntsville, First effective 5/2/13 – 7/1/13 @ 42 hours
per week.
Salary
Housing/Manse Allowance
Board of Pensions Dues
Social Security Supplement 8%
Vacation
Auto/Mileage Allowance
Books/Phone/Professional Expenses/Study Leave
Study Leave

$2,736
7,800
Full
375
4.5 days
800
558
2 days

G. Approved request from Houston, Community of Servant Savior to correct the dissolution
date that was printed the COM Report to presbytery between that congregation and Alan
Brehm, “from June 2013 to May 2013”.
H. Approved the Commissioned Ruling Elder contract between Jim Mayer and Houston, St.
Luke’s for one year, effective 3/16/13 – 5/15/14; and that the following function be
granted: Lord’s Supper and that he be under the supervision of Teaching Elder Scott
Harbison.
I. Mike Cole updated the committee regarding the Bellaire, Vietnamese NCD and Daniel
Nguyen financial situation.
J. Approved Administrative Commissions for ordain/and or install
1. Commission to ordain Kathy Sebring on 4/13/13 at 3pm at Houston, Clear Lake as a
chaplain
To preside and propound the constitutional questions: TE Winfield “Casey” Jones,
Moderator, PNC, pastor, Pearland, First
To preach the sermon: TE, Dr. Stephen Oglesbee, Pastor, Houston, Clear Lake
To charge the pastor: TE Jolene Currie, Chaplain, Heart to Heart Hospice Care
To charge the congregation: TE Rachel Young, Associate Pastor, Houston, Clear Lake
To complete the commission: RE Shelley Hernandez, Houston, St. Giles; RE Mike
Allison, LaMarque; and RE David Sifuentes, Galveston, Emmanuel.
2. Commission to install Mark Plunkett on 5/19/13 at 10:30 am Houston, Heritage as
pastor
To preside and propound the constitutional questions: RE Mary Lee Going, former
moderator PNC, Houston, Memorial Drive
To preach the sermon: TE Lynn Hargrove, Stated Clerk, PNC
To charge the pastor: RE Shelley Hernandez, Houston, St. Giles
To charge the congregation: RE Richard Silva, Houston, Heritage
To complete the commission: RE Lois Wilcox, Houston, Heritage and TE Stewart
MacColl, HR/PNC
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May 11, 2013
A. Approved add to Pulpit Supply List
1. Approved adding Kathleen Davies, candidate from under care of New England
Presbytery, to the list pending a meeting with the Initial Contact Team.
2. John Hirling
B. In compliance with the Book of Order, Committee on Ministry authorizes a second year of
the Interim Pastor Contract between Houston, Grace and James M. G. Knight effective May
1, 2013.
Salary
Car Allowance
Housing and Utilities Allowance
Cell Phone Allowance
Social Security Supplement
Medical and Pensions Dues
Books, Professional Dues
Continuing Education
Study Leave Time
Vacation

$100,000
3,600
40,000
720
7.65 %
19,037
As needed
3,000
2 weeks
4 weeks

C. Approved Renewal of Parish Associate Covenant
1. Between Tom Spath and Houston, Woodforest for 12 month effective 6/1/13.
D. Approved Renewal of Stated Supply Contracts
1. Beth Faulk and Silsbee, First for 12 months effective 3/3/13
Salary monthly
Professional Development Allowance
Vacation
Annual Review

$1,700
1 week
2 weeks

$2,000
1 week
2 weeks
10/13

2. Robert Rush and Tomball, First for 12 months effective 7/1/13
Salary
Housing Allowance
Auto Exp Reimbursement @ IRS Rate
Study Leave Allowance
Study Leave
Vacation
Annual Review

$15,400
7,200
1,800
2,000
2 weeks
2 weeks

$18,000
7,200
1,800
2,000
2 weeks
4 weeks
Spring 2014

3. Stephen Rehrig and Woodlands, Timber Ridge for 12 months effective 1/1/13
Salary
Housing and Utility Allowance
Social Security Compensation 8.25% above
Deferred Income 403(b)

$16,000
35,000
1,950
1,200

$16,000
35,000
1,950
1,200
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Auto Allowance @ IRS Rate
Board of Pensions Dues
Study Leave Allowance
Study Leave
Vacation

975
17,500
325

975
17,500
325

5 weeks

5 weeks

E. Approved Renewal of Commissioned Ruling Elder of a Particular Service Contract
1. Between Bob David and Restoration Fellowship a Worshipping Community/PNC-NCD
as Organizing Pastor for 3 years effective 1/1/13 – 12/31/15. And that he be granted
the following functions: baptism, Lord’s Supper and performing marriages as pertaining
to the Restoration Fellowship.
F. Received a final report from Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery on The Rev. Howard Reed, as
Interim Pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
G.

Received FastTrac Report from Crockett, First

STATEMENTS OF FAITH
The Examinations Committee would like to remind commissioners that the Statement of Faith is
a starting point for the conversation which includes questions in the areas of theology, polity,
worship and sacraments, and Bible.

Nathan Carlin, PhD
My understanding of God is derived from my personal experience in the Reformed
tradition. And my understanding of the Reformed tradition was formed by growing up in a
small church in western Pennsylvania (Mountville Presbyterian Church in Portersville, PA);
attending a Presbyterian liberal arts college (Westminster College in New Wilmington, PA) as
well as a Presbyterian seminary (Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton, NJ); and
working during seminary at Johnsonburg Presbyterian Center in Johnsonburg, NJ as well as
Wyoming Presbyterian Church (USA) in Milburn, NJ. My faith is also informed by reading
both the Bible and John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion on a daily basis as a part
of my regular devotions. And my understanding of God continues to be shaped by my
participation in the life of St. Philip’s Presbyterian Church (USA) in Houston, TX and other
Reformed churches in the area.
From all of these sources—church attendance, education, ministry experience,
devotional reading—the Reformed tradition has inculcated in me the belief that Scripture is
the basis for all knowledge about God and God’s will. I also believe that tradition, reason, and
experience are all important ways for knowing something about God, precisely because
Scripture authorizes all these ways of knowing something about God and God’s will.
The most important Biblical concept for me is the notion of grace. When I teach about
the Reformed notion of grace, I do so by making analogies. I point out that the Roman
Catholic tradition has been viewed as a “works-based” tradition, meaning that the path to
salvation leads through good works such as the sacraments. There is, on this view, a clear
path to heaven, so clear in fact that there is checklist of things you can mark off to chart
your progress: baptism, confirmation, confession, communion, marriage, ordination, and the
anointing of the sick. I point out that this is why, until recently, the Roman Catholic Church
has encouraged the idea that unbaptized babies who die do not go to heaven but rather go to
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limbo, because baptism is necessary for salvation. Salvation is in your own hands. This
understanding of salvation, even if one disagrees with it, makes sense to people—it is not
hard to understand.
I next point out that there are other traditions, such as Baptist traditions, that
emphasize the notion that salvation is by faith alone—these are “faith-based” traditions.
Such traditions often cite John 3:16 and claim that one needs to accept Jesus as one’s
personal Lord and Savior in order to be saved. The details about what is necessary to believe
in order to go to heaven might change from denomination to denomination, but the structure
of the logic is the same: If you believe X, then you can go to heaven. This understanding of
salvation also makes ready sense to people, and it provides a striking contrast to “worksbased” traditions.
I then note that understanding these two ways of thinking about salvation—“worksbased” traditions and “faith-based” traditions—set the way for understanding the Reformed
tradition’s notion of salvation by grace. I point out that a “faith-based” way of thinking about
salvation is really not that different from a “works-based” understanding of salvation,
because both points of view assume a great deal of human agency in the process of
salvation—the outcome of salvation, that is to say, is in human hands. The Reformed
tradition, in contrast, emphasizes the sovereignty of God—salvation is in God’s hands. It is
God who saves us. And salvation is not dependent upon human agency or effort.
Grace is an undeserved gift. And it is more than mercy. It’s not that we have sinned
and, because God has mercy on us, we are forgiven when we ask for forgiveness—this would
be mercy. The idea of grace is much more radical. It is that we are given new life. God,
without our asking, breathes new life into us. So it is not that good works and/or faith lead
to salvation; it is the opposite—it is because of God’s grace that we have faith and are able to
do good works. As Presbyterians, we do what we do not for the sake of earning God’s love or
securing our salvation—God has already promised these things to us. Rather, we do what we
do simply because this is our attempt to love God for who He is and to live as He called us to
live. This basic attitude of gratitude and humility informs our behavior and, by the grace of
the Holy Spirit, forms us into the people that God would have us to be. In worship, God
renews us (especially by means of the Lord’s Supper), preparing us to proclaim the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ with our words and deeds.

MARK ROBERT RENN
I believe that in life and in death, my only hope and comfort rests in the saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ who is both my redeemer and sustainer. I need a savior because I
am desperately aware of my fallen nature and my propensity to sin. By nature, we are prone
to stumble and but for the grace and mercy of God we would suffer under the fullest burden
of our sin.
I believe in a Holy God, eternally existent, that is both near to us in His immanence
and yet wholly other in His transcendence. These two realities exist in tension with one
another, not unlike the way that as humans, we share both a temporal finitude and an
eternal soul that exists beyond history. I believe that God has created all humanity in His
image, but that due to the Fall we have been marked and stained by sin. This sin is
inescapable, both in our very nature and in our ability to withstand temptation perfectly in
this life. It is because of the real presence of sin that I must firmly rest on the promises of
Scripture that Christ is my only true hope and comfort. Christ, through His incarnation,
death and resurrection, has assumed the full burden of the sinfulness of those who place
their trust in Him for salvation.
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I believe that God has preordained me to have a relationship with Him through Jesus
Christ. I responded to this preexisting grace by offering my life to the service of the Gospel
and its King. I believe that we have been created to enjoy God and love Him forever, and that
this is best accomplished by turning our lives over to Him fully and for His service. The life
of a disciple is marked by servanthood, not privilege or power. On our own, we could not
hope to live up to the standards or expectations of God, but God works in us nonetheless to
conform to the image of Christ through the endless creative effort of the Father, the
assurance of grace through Christ and the ongoing sustaining power of the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit gives us comfort in our times of trail, courage in times of challenge, and boldness to
face each day as an unwavering ambassador for Christ. I believe that the Spirit has uniquely
gifted all of the children of God with particular gifts so that together, as the Body of Christ,
we might use our diverse gifts to accomplish the will of God in community.
I acknowledge that every 'I believe' statement of Christian faith is by consequence
connected to the apostolic and catholic 'we believe' of the communion of saints. I exist in
relationship with the Triune God in a way that can be described as deeply personal and
necessarily communal. I believe that the true church of Christ exists to manifest God's grace
to the world in a tangible way, through the preaching of the Word, the right administration of
the Sacraments and the appropriate application of ecclesiastical discipline. I believe that we
gather together in corporate bodies that exists for the sake of working together to advance
the Gospel in the world in an orderly fashion, all the while knowing that the Spirit and the
Gospel are wild things, often refusing to be contained in our prefabricated structural boxes.
We are called together to actively pursue what it means to be faithful to the Word of God and
the heart of the Gospel in living out our calling as Teaching Elders.
I believe that my ordination is an honor bestowed upon those who have been trained,
prepared, tested and supported by their colleagues in the life of ministry as well as a
responsibility granted through the Spirit by the God who called me onto the path of
ordination. I believe in the central tenets of the Reformed faith and tradition, holding each of
these in juxtaposition to the emerging theologies of the Christian church. I hold fast to the
expressions of faith offered in the historical confessions of the Presbyterian Church, seeing
them as a guide for faithful living in the context of our place in history.
Adhering to a completely Trinitarian understanding of God, I view each person of the
Trinity as central to my faith and choices. I aim to pursue the Kingdom of God in all of my
efforts and decisions, and feel that I have been called by God to help others do the same as
we venture together to pursue the Great Ends of the Church. As such, I consider an
appointment to any church to be a calling, and not a job. I believe that the will of God is to
be sought after in every decision and pursued in every action. When our personal opinions,
agendas or proclivities lead us away from the revealed Word of God, we are called and
required to cleave afresh to the timeless Word of God as our only rudder in the tumultuous
sea of our present age.
I believe that Christ is coming back to restore humanity and Creation to a right
relationship with God, and I anticipate the coming of His Kingdom in all fullness in my every
attempt to live according to God's Word and announce the message of Christian hope and
love to a world in great need of both.
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Timothy Oleksy
I believe that God is one, yet exists eternally in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things. Mankind, male and female,
were created in God’s image. God created us out of love and a desire for relationship. All
that God creates is good. Sin separates us from God. The sin that separates humanity from
God is so great, that God determined that the only way to overcome this separation would be
to send His only Son to live amongst us and die, as atonement for our sins. Jesus died upon
a cross for our sins; for my sins, for your sins. God did this for us out of pure grace,
unmerited favor from God, a gift of which we are completely unworthy.
I believe in Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God. He was born of the Virgin Mary
to live, die and be raised for us. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Salvation is found by grace through Jesus. For our sin we deserve death. God, in His mercy,
desires for us to live. Jesus paid the price for the sin of humanity through His death upon
the cross. I am humbled to know that God did this for me (for all of us). It makes me realize
that God not only loves me, but truly understands my struggles, and stands with me in the
midst of those struggles. Jesus Christ lived a pure and holy life. He proclaimed the Kingdom
of God, was tempted in every way that we are tempted, was despised and rejected, and died
in place of us as a sacrificial lamb without blemish. Jesus Christ is Head of the Church,
which is His body. Jesus calls us to be His Body, and as such, to continue His mission on
earth. While He walked the earth, Jesus instituted two sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. These two sacraments are signs of the real presence and power of Christ in His
church. They are symbols of God’s action. In the sacraments, God communicates His Grace
to us. Jesus Christ is spiritually present at the administration of the sacraments through
the hearts and minds of believers.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver and renewer of life. It was the Holy Spirit hovering
over the waters at creation. It was the same Spirit who led Jesus into the desert and was
with Jesus when He was tempted by the devil. The Holy Spirit gave life to Christ’s Church on
Pentecost, long ago, when the Spirit descended upon the disciples, empowering them to
preach the Gospel in many languages. The Holy Spirit renews me. The Holy Spirit renews
us. The Holy Spirit renews the life of the Church. One manner in which the Spirit does this
is through the Holy Scriptures, which were Spirit-breathed in that it was the Spirit who
divinely inspired the human writers. It is the Spirit who binds us all together as believers in
the one Body of Christ, the Church.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit! Amen

Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Presbytery Report
June 8, 2013

E

I. Recommendations for Presbytery action:
1. The committee recommends and moves that Brandon Gaide (Houston, Memorial Drive)
be enrolled as a candidate.
2. The committee recommends and moves that Sabrina Hergert (Houston, Grace) be
enrolled as a candidate.
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3. The committee recommends and moves that Laureen Suba (Houston, St. Philip) be
enrolled as a candidate.
II. Actions taken on behalf of Presbytery
April 13, 2013
1. Granted Brandon Gaide (Houston, Memorial Drive) permission to take two exams for
ordination, theology and worship and sacrament August 2013.
2. Approved Annual Consultations for Sabrina Hergert (Houston, Grace); Brian Long
(Atascocita); Victor Harris (Houston, St Andrew’s), Brandon Gaide (Houston,
Memorial Drive); and approve that they continue in the process.
3. Approved assessing Victor Harris (Houston, St. Andrew’s) as ready to receive a call.
4. Approved AnnMarie Wallace (Houston, First) job description as POP Executive Director.
5. Approved Houston, Heritage to be known as a “Teaching Church”; they would be
available to students who need a pulpit for preaching.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

May 11, 2013
Approved request from Jessica Shannon (Houston, Grace) to withdraw of process.
Approved request from Joshua Silva-Noah (Houston, Heritage) for reimbursement of
airfare to attend next CPM meeting.
Approved assessing Brian Long (Atascocita) as ready to negotiate a call.
Approved Sabrina Hergert (Houston, Grace) taking all ordination exams.
Approved request from Laureen Suba (Houston, St. Philip) to make a request to COM on
her behind to be placed on the Pulpit Supply List.
Approved transferring Chad Erb’s (Kingwood, First) candidacy to Palo Duro Presbytery
once he has transferred his membership to a church in Palo Duro Presbytery.

Nominating Committee
Report to Presbytery
June 8, 2013

H

COM – Committee on Ministry
2015 – Vice Chair, TE John Hirling, Member at Large
COM/Calls & Contracts
2013 – RE Nancy Hamilton, Houston, St. Thomas
COM/CL – Congregational Life
2013 – TE Robert Ferguson (HR)
COM/Professional Life
2014 – TE Peg Ferguson (HR)
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Presbytery of New Covenant
Report of General Council
June 8, 2013

F

For Information:
1.

To answer a question about the Reconciliation and Dismissal Procedure, the General
Council does not have the authority to change the process, nor do they wish to change
it as it is working as written.

2. The General Council endorses with enthusiasm and looks forward to partnering with
E&R and NCD in the 1001 New Worshipping Communities initiative.
3. The General Council passed this resolution regarding the sale of property:
Resolved, that the General council on motion of the Administrative Division Steering
Committee of Presbytery of New Covenant, Inc. (“Presbytery”), on motion of the Finance
Committee does hereby approve the sale by Presbytery to Juan Cantu Delgado or assigns
(“Purchaser”) of Presbytery’s property in Harris County, Texas that is more particularly
described on Exhibit A attached hereto (“Property”), at a sale price of $80,000.00, payable by
Purchaser as follows: $20,000.00 in cash at closing, and a $60,000.00 promissory note
payable to Presbytery, said Note bearing interest at 5% per annum and requiring equal
monthly payments of principal and interest on a 20-year amortization schedule but with a
maturity date of 5 years after closing, and on such other terms and conditions as shall be
recommended by counsel to Presbytery and as shall be reflected in an earnest money
contract signed or to be signed by the Treasurer or another officer of Presbytery between
Presbytery and Purchaser (“Contract). Exhibit A is the property description: Lots 1 through
4, inclusive, all in Block No. 24 of Industrial Addition, an addition in Harris County, Texas,
as shown by the map or plat thereof in Volume 6, at Page 68 of the Map Records of Harris
County, Texas. The street address is:10402 Pillot Street, Houston, Texas 77029.
4. On behalf of General Council, Stated Clerk Lynn Hargrove has asked TE Tim Phillips
to contact the pastor of the congregation currently occupying the property to contact
the buyer of the property. Both parties are Spanish speaking.
5. The General Council approved Stated Clerk Lynn Hargrove to develop a format guide
for a final report from a discernment team.
The General Council met on March 19 and May 21.
Members of Council are:
Class of 2013: RE David Coles, TE Katie Cummings, TE Casey Jones, RE Julia Ann Moffett
Class of 2014: RE Mary Herlitz, RE Mort McPhail, TE Laurey Murphy, TE Jeff Smith
Class of 2015: RE David Bybee, RE Sharon Carey, TE Gayle Grubbs, TE Steve Oglesbee
By Virtue of Office: Moderator Elect RE John Jo, Re Jane Larkin, RE Jody Harrington
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Presbytery of New Covenant
Ministries Division Steering Committee
June 8, 2013

G

For information:
The Ministries Division Steering Committee met Monday, April 21 to review applications for
Vision Initiative and Lynn Johnson Social Justice Grants. Mike Umbenhaur, who served last
year on the Lynn Johnson Grant review committee, agreed to serve as an additional reviewer
for the committee.
The 2013 Vision Initiative Grants were awarded to:
Heritage Presbyterian Church

$3,675 for mailings, signage and website
development

First Presbyterian Church, Wharton

$3,992 for community young adult outreach
program

Woodforest Presbyterian Church

$7,000 for young family ministry program

Total grants awarded= $14,657 which was the amount of funds available for distribution this
year.

The 2013 Lynn Johnson Social Justice Grants were awarded to:
First Presbyterian Church, Brazoria

$1,000 for Feed My Lambs ministry

First Presbyterian Church, Webster

$1,000 for Summer Enrichment for At-Risk
Children ministry

St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Needville

$1000 for Clothes Closet ministry

St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Needville

$1000 for Food Pantry ministry

All applicants have been informed of the committee's action on their application by email.
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REPORT FROM EVANGELISM/RENEWAL
AND NEW CHURCH DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEES

G.1

1001 New Worshiping Communities
 Rationale
1001 New Worshiping Communities
This movement will help our denomination make the shift from an inward- focused, membershipmaintenance model of church to a more outward, creative, and disciple-making model of church. The
question must change from “How do we do church better?” to “How we can be church in a new way?”
In order to reconnect with the missional DNA already present in our churches, we must make the
“proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind” a priority for each member of our
congregations. This proclamation in word and deed must start with disciples who have a vibrant faith
going out to share their faith with friends, neighbors, and their communities. In order for us to live into
this missional ecclesiology, existing congregations must catch the vision to plant new worshiping
communities. As our mid councils work toward this vision of starting 1,001 new worshipping
communities, the main thrust must come from local congregations.
Our denomination has often focused on the tensions and conflicts that tear us apart rather than casting a
vision that unites us in Christ. 1001 inspires us to recapture a ministry methodology that once was part
of the church-planting fabric of the Presbyterian church. We need a vision beyond ourselves that deeply
resonates with what God is already doing in the larger church—namely, creating communities of faith
outside our standard models of church planting. This goal is not about institutional survival but brings us
back to the core of what the church is called to be and do.
Why should we encourage this movement? First, the health of our congregations will improve as they
recover their missional DNA. Second, this new approach will allow our church to be more responsive to
Christ’s call to make disciples. Third, neighborhoods and communities will benefit as our people work
within them as the hands and feet of Jesus. Fourth, lives will be transformed by the grace of God as we
become a vibrant denomination again.

 Definition
Based on numerous conversations with P.C.(USA) seminary leaders and with colleagues in Evangelism
and Church Growth, Theology, Worship and Education, and Racial Ethnic & Women’s Ministries, here
is what we believe a new worshiping community is. We have also incorporated comments from
Presbyterian Mission Agency members and mid council leaders. Our hope is that this working definition
will provide both clarity and inspiration for this 1001 New Worshiping Communities movement.
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A New Worshiping Community is . . .
Brief Definition
• New
o
o

Taking on varied forms of church for our changing culture
Seeking to make and form new disciples of Jesus Christ
• Worshiping

o
o

Gathered by the Spirit to meet Jesus Christ in Word and Sacrament
Sent by the Spirit to join God’s mission for the transformation of the world
• Community

o
o

Practicing mutual care and accountability
Developing sustainability in leadership and finances
Long Definition
• New

o

Taking on varied forms of church for our changing culture
Living out the gospel demands ministry that engages today’s cultures (John 1:14). New ways of joining
Christians together for contextual ministry will use current and historic ways of “being church” as
springboards for creative innovation (Matt. 9:17).

o

Seeking to make and form new disciples of Jesus Christ
NWCs witness in word and deed (1 John 3:18), continuing Jesus’ own mission of discipling, feeding,
teaching, healing, welcoming, crossing boundaries, and proclaiming God’s coming realm. Those with
new and renewed faith join the Spirit’s transforming work in the world.
• Worshiping

o

Gathered by the Spirit to meet Jesus Christ in Word and Sacrament
We seek to hear, come to believe, and are equipped to live the promises of God revealed in the Old and
New Testaments. NWCs welcome new members of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27) through Baptism
and are nourished by Christ’s spiritual presence in the Lord’s Supper.

o

Sent by the Spirit to join God’s mission for the transformation of the world
The Spirit impels us outward, so that worshipers participate in the redemption of the world in Christ
(Col. 1:20). Therefore, the primary beneficiaries of the NWC are not its own members but rather its
community and world.
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• Community
o

Practicing mutual care and accountability
We commit ourselves to love one another (John 13:34) in relationships of mutual care and
accountability, as faithful disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. Entrusting ourselves and the church to the
Holy Spirit, we seek to grow to maturity in faith and life.

o

Developing sustainability in leadership and finances
As distinct yet connected expressions of the body of Christ, NWCs have local leadership arising from
their own community of faith (Exod. 18:21). Pastoral leadership, facilities, and programs are all
appropriately structured in order to demonstrate good and faithful stewardship.
Responding to Christ’s gift and call, we do all these things only by God’s grace, seeking—above all
else—to glorify God through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.
First steps







Working together as Evangelism/Renewal and New Church Development committees
(Coordinating our meeting times so we can share ideas, work together, and be joined in prayer
and purpose)
Presentation on New Worshiping Communities at June 8 Presbytery meeting in Galveston
Explore regular gatherings for prayer and discernment throughout the presbytery, using members
of Evangelism/Renewal and New Church Development committees to help launch this
movement
Take the New Worshiping Communities initiative out to the presbytery, in a listen and learn
format. We believe that not only do we have education to do about NWC, but that God is already
doing work in our churches and throughout our presbytery. We want to hear what is already
happening, the visions that already exist, the outreach already occurring, and find out how we
can nurture and support what is already taking place. At the same time, we want to share this
new initiative and invite individuals and congregations to join us in prayer and discernment.
Goal of reporting back to November presbytery meeting of progress in establishing gatherings of
prayer and discernment; response to the listen and learn gatherings; what is emerging from our
two committees as we work closer together; and to highlight any projects that are beginning to
arise from the NWC initiative.
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Outreach Committee

G.2

Presbytery of New Covenant/Peru Mission Trip
May 17 – 25
Participants
Rev. Christa Brewer
Marilyn Maynard
Rev. Mike Cole
Stephen Park
Rev. Helen DeLeon
Nancy Penney
Rev. Shawn Kang
Roy Penney
Trish Burk
Josh Persely
Linda Evans
Mark Smith
Charles Kelly
Michelle Steteler
Charles McCullough
Representing: Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Pathways
Church of Houston, First Presbyterian Church of Kingwood, St. Philip Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian
Church of Conroe, ChristChurch Presbyterian in Bellaire, and Webster Presbyterian Church

Presbytery of New Covenant/CEDEPCA
Partnership Trip to Costa Rica
June 15 – 22
Please pray for the participants:
Matthew Beach
Dr. Patricia Beach
Dr. Robert Beach
Rudi Freund
Sharon Geiger
Carol Ann Hodges
Rev. Barrett Ingram

Laurie Kluth
Sandra Lee Koszegi
Rev. Marie Mickey
Julia Ann Moffett
Eunice Munoz
Ashley Tran
Will White

Representing: Atascocita Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Heights Presbyterian Church,
Northwoods Presbyterian Church, St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian Church of Navasota,
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Galveston, Faith Presbyterian Church in Austin, and a Roman Catholic

Keep Mission Weird Youth Trips (see next page)
June 9‐15 and July 7‐ 13
Austin, Texas
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