
From Consumers to Creators 
By Ruling Elder Janet Rainey, Katy, New Hope PC—Postlude Reporter 
 Keynote speaker, the Rev. 
Landon Whitsitt (executive and 
Stated Clerk of the Synod of Mid-
America) asked us to consider 
congregational growth (or its lack 
thereof) by reflecting on three 
ideas: theology is art, religion is a 
mash-up, and church as an artist 
collective. 
 Citing the book 
“Soul Searching” by 
Christian Smith, he 
suggested that, for too 
long, people have 
been asked 
(intentionally and 
unintentionally) to 
buy into Moralistic Therapeutic 
Deism with its “snake oil” idea 
that the point of God is to make 
sure we feel good, and that the 
central goals in life are to be 
happy, feel good about oneself, 
and be nice to one another. He 
talked of the “DIY Revolution” as 
seen in the societal shift from 
being consumers (having people 
do things for us) to being creators 
(doing for ourselves) – think 
YouTube videos, Maker Fairs, 
Etsy, self-publishing, Indie music, 
urban gardening, and Wikipedia! 
This revolution has not yet come to 
the church. The church is living in 
the world of the DIY Revolution, 
yet is still asking people to be 
consumers, not creators.  
 Landon suggested that our 
congregations are struggling to 
grow, not because of struggles 
over traditional versus 
contemporary services, or liberal 
versus conservative thinking but, 
instead, over whether to be 
“closed” (resisting change, 
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wanting to be in control) or 
“open” (willing to do the hard, 
risky, and messy work of inviting 
lots of people to be a part of the 
process of developing new ways 
of doing ministry and being 
church). So how do we become 
“open”? – by talking about God 

(theology) in terms of 
art. If art is “creation of 
forms symbolic of 
human feelings” (as 
defined by philosopher, 
Suzanne Langer), then 
theology can be thought 
of as the creation of 
forms symbolic of 

human feelings about God. Does 
our theology define and lock us 
down, like law, or suggest and set 
us free, like art? Does our 
theology, like art, allow for 
different expressions in different 
contexts? Does our theology allow 
us to understand that the entire 
pattern of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection gives us not a list of 
instructions but a trajectory, a 
paradigm, a narrative to live into? 
Does it reframe our existence in 
terms of incarnation, mission, 
crucifixion, and resurrection? (see 
twofriarsandafool.com) 
 Next, after watching two clips 
from the movie, “Pitch 
Perfect” (with their respective 
quotes “these songs are proven 
and they will get us to nationals” 
and “you’ve got to match the 
downbeat”), we were asked to 
reflect on “religion as a mash-
up” (a new style developed from a 
mixture, combination, or fusion of 
disparate elements). Christmas is 
a mash-up – a pagan culture 
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General Presbyter 
Retires 
 Rev. Mike Cole has been our 
General Presbyter for over 13 
years and is retiring this year. 
Mike was ordained over 40 years 
ago in 1975. He has served 
churches in Wyoming, California, 
Oregon, and Texas and has been 
General Presbyter of Presbytery of 
New Covenant since 2003.  
 Mike will officially retire on 
December 31 but his last day in 
the office before taking vacation 
will be the presbytery’s Open 
House on December 8. 
 As part of the November 19’s 
worship service and as his last 
Ecclesiastical action to take the 
Lord to all 
of the 
churches 
of the 
Presbytery 
prior to his 
retirement, Mike led the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
  During his retirement service, 
Moderator Shelley Hernandez led 
those in attendance in reading 1 
Corinthians 12:4-11 together. 
Mike’s parting words were, “I 
carry you in my heart for the 
remainder of my days. Among all 
people, I am truly blessed.” The 
service ended with the laying on 
of hands and prayer. Many thanks, 
Mike, and abundant blessings! 
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appropriated and sacramentalized 
for our purposes. Landon 
challenged us with the question, 
“Where do we find the down-
beat?” 
 Landon then suggested that a 
healthy, growing congregation is 
like the San Francisco artist 
collective, Group f/64. It knew its 
purpose, it knew its “why” (people 
don’t buy what we do, they buy 
why we do it; see TED talk by 
Simon Sinek). Landon maintains 
that if Moralistic Therapeutic 
Deism is our ‘why,” we’ll lose. As 
the church, we will grow if we 
invite people to be part of a 
collective that knows its “why” – 
to live the life Jesus lived: to be 
incarnate, to participate in 
mission, to understand we will be 
crucified for some things we take 
a stand for, but to know that we’ll 
be resurrected. Landon’s final 
screen image was that of a bulldog 
riding a skateboard. Yes, you 
really can teach an old dog new 
tricks! 

 The commissioners at the meeting voted on proposed amendments 
to the constitution of the PC(USA) that came out of this summer’s Gen-
eral Assembly. Amendments associated with the following items were 
passed in an omnibus motion:  

16.A. Child and Youth Protection Policy - On Amending G-3.0106  
16.B. Parity in Committees - On Amending G-3.0109  
16-E. Certified Service Requirements - On Amending G-2.1101  
16-F. The Ministry of Members - On Amending G-1.0304  
16-G. Access to the Lord’s Table - On Amending W-2.4011a. and b.  
16-H. Revised Directory for Worship - On Replacing the Directory 

for Worship 
 Two sections were pulled out of the omnibus motion for further con-
sideration. After discussion, the amendments to Section 16-C. Ordered 
Ministry Titles were passed. There was more discussion on Section16-
D. Relationship to the PC(USA) of a Person Who Has Renounced Juris-
diction of the Church. The amendments to this section failed by a vote 
of 37 For and 65 Against. Further information on these amendments 
may be found in the PC(USA) publication found at s3.amazonaws.com/
dfc_attachments/public/documents/3227196/2016_proposed_boa.pdf. 
The items above are also keyed to that publication. 

Proposed Constitutional Amendments 

Rev. David Green, Pastor at First PC in 
Conroe, was installed as the moderator for 
presbytery for 2017. Current Moderator,  
Shelley Hernandez, led the installation  
service. Shelly and David co-moderated  
the meeting. 

New Moderator Installed 

More Information 
 Several upcoming events 
were included in the packet: 
 Fresh Elastic/Christian  

Educator Gathering: Jan. 19 
 APCE Annual Event:  

Jan. 25-28 
 Presbyterian Leadership  

Enrichment Event: Feb. 4 
 Great APCE Annual Share: 

Feb. 9 
 Mental Health 101 Trainings: 

Feb. 11 and Feb. 18 
 PYCC Conclaves: Feb. 24-26 

and Mar. 3-5 
 PW Spring Gathering: Apr. 29 
 Weekday Ministry  

Conference: Aug. 1-3 

Next Stated Meeting of the 

Presbytery of New Covenant 

is Saturday, March 18, 2017,  

at Clear Lake PC 

 A lively worship service was led by the three 
Presbyterian International Seafarer Ministry 
Chaplains (Rev. Dr. Ben Stewart, Rev. Tom 
Edwards, and Rev. David Wells) and the 
Presbytery’s International Seafarer Ministry Board 
in honor of the retirement of Rev. Dr. Ben H. 
Stewart III. Ben has been a chaplain with Seafarers 
Ministry since 1996 and will retire effective November 30. He preached 
on Genesis 18:1-15. He talked about how Sarah laughed, and that, 
indeed, all things are possible with God. We live in a T.B.A. (To Be 
Announced) faith. It will surprise you, and it’s not what you expect all 
of the time. You may have a road map, but God will take you where 
you’re going in His way. If you’re not sure, trust Him! Members of the 

Seafarers Board served 
the Communion 
elements, and an offering 
totaling $2,808.30 was 
collected to support the 
Presbytery’s Seafarer 
Ministry. 

 A service of retirement was held for Ben in which Stated Clerk Rev. 
Lynn Hargrove prayed for him and presented a certificate of retirement. 

Worship and Retirement 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3227196/2016_proposed_boa.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3227196/2016_proposed_boa.pdf
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Welcome to New Covenant 
Rev. Lindsay Hatch: Lindsay has been called as Pastor at 
Heights PC in Houston. She received her M.Div. at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and was ordained in 
2010. She is transferring back from the Presbytery of the 
Foothills.  Welcome to Lindsay and her husband, Bradley. 

Rev. Dr. Munn Hinds, Honorably Retired (HR): Munn 
has accepted a call as Interim Pastor at Bethel PC in West  
Columbia. He has a D.Min. from San Francisco  
Theological Seminary and was ordained in 1973. He and 
his wife, Patricia, have moved to the area to be near  
family. 

Rev. Amy Klinkovsky: Amy is the Interim Director and 
Campus Pastor for United Campus Ministry in Aggieland. 
She has a M.Div. from San Francisco Theological  
Seminary and was ordained in 2014. She is transferring 
from Pacific Presbytery and has relocated to be near  
family, especially as they face health concerns.  

Rev. Wilma Harris, HR: Wilma has accepted a call as  
Interim Pastor at First PC in Brazoria. She has a M.Div. 
from New Brunswick Theological Seminary and was or-
dained in 2011.Wilma retired in Tres Rios Presbytery and 
has moved to Fulshear to be near family. We welcome 
her and her husband, Patrick. 

Rev. Dr. Emmett Powers: Emmett has accepted a call as 
Transitional Pastor at St. Andrews in Beaumont. He has a 
M.Div. from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville and D.Min. from Golden Gate Seminary in San 
Francisco. He is transferring from Presbytery of  
Arkansas. Welcome to Emmett and his wife, Virginia. 

Rev. Nancy Benson-Nicol: Nancy has a M.Div. from 
Harvard Divinity School and was ordained in 2001. Most 
recently she worked for the Seminary Support Network of 
the Presbyterian Foundation and is transferring from  
Arkansas Presbytery. She is a member-at-large working 
for a non-profit agency in Houston. 

Rev. Kristin Galle: Kristin is serving as the Interim  
Pastor at Spring Branch PC in Houston. Her M.Div. is 
from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and she 
is currently in the D.Min. program at Brite Divinity in Ft. 
Worth. Kristin is married to Brent Hampton, Pastor at 
Brenham PC.  

Rev. Dr. Gwendolyn D. Magby, Honorably Retired: 
Gwendolyn will be transferring from Presbytery of  
Tropical Florida where she just retired after 14 years as 
Pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church in Key West. She 
received her M.Div. from Union Theological Seminary 
and her D.Min. from Johnson C. Smith Seminary. 

 
 First PC of Conroe, Texas pre-
sented an overture for considera-
tion for the 223rd General Assem-
bly, which will meet in 2018. The 
overture deals with Section G-
4.0203 (Church Property Held in 
Trust) of the Form of Government 
and proposes adding text at the 
end of that section, as shown be-
low in italics: 
 All property held by or for a 
congregation, a presbytery, a syn-
od, the General Assembly, or the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
whether legal title is lodged in a 
corporation, a trustee or trustees, 
or an unincorporated association, 
and whether the property is used 
in programs of a congregation or 
of a higher council or retained for 
the production of income, is held 
in trust nevertheless for the use 
and benefit of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.); unless state law 
requires otherwise. 
 The proposed amendment 
seeks to resolve a conflict that ex-
ists between the Book of Order 
and the law of some states. The 
conflict exists clearly when eccle-
siastical law requires the Presby-
tery to defend the property inter-
ests of the PC(USA), and civil 
law, either through judicial rulings 
or legislative actions, have ren-
dered G-4.0203 to no force or ef-
fect. The overture passed. 

Proposed Overture 

Candidate Completes 
Examination Process 
 During the afternoon session, 
Candice Richey Womack 
preached a sermon as part of her 
candidacy for ordination. The 
assembly approved a motion to 
sustain her examinations in full. 
Candice has a M.Div. 
from Fuller Theolog-
ical Seminary and is 
serving as a hospital 
chaplain at Houston 
Methodist Hospital. 
Congratulations! 



 The following announcements and 
additional business were also accomplished: 

 Moderator Shelley Hernandez reported that 
the Transitional General Presbyter search 
committee is still seeking applicants.  

 The 2017 parity plan was approved. 

 The pastoral call between Tiki Island PC and 
their Interim Pastor, Rev. Robert Murphy, was 
approved. 

 There are grant funds available for 
congregations from the Outreach Committee. 

 Rev. John Purcell, Honorably Retired, is 
transferring from Grace Presbytery. 

 The slate of 73 candidates nominated to 
committee positions was approved. 

 Celebrations of Ministry were presented by 
Ghost Ranch, Self-Development of People, 
Texas Presbyterian Foundation, Presbyterian 
Foundation, 1001 New Worshiping 
Communities, and Peru Partnership. 

 Display tables were available for Seafarers 
Ministry, Ghost Ranch, Self-Development of 
People, Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, Presbyterian Foundation, 
Presbyterian Youth Connection Council 
(PYCC), Presbyterian Pan American School, 
and 1001 New Worshiping Communities. 
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Dismissal of First PC in  
Houston 
 On November 1, 2016, the session of First PC in 
Houston, Texas, voted 21 to 2 to request dismissal 
from PC(USA) to affiliate with ECO: Covenant Or-
der of Evangelical Presbyterians. The original Recon-
ciliation and Dismissal Procedure of the Presbytery 
of New Covenant called for a 30% quorum of the 
congregation with a two-thirds majority vote in favor 
of the dismissal. As evidenced in the results of a con-
gregational survey, 1,060 of the 3,269 members (as 
of July 31, 2016), completed the questionnaire, repre-
senting 32.4% of the total membership. The survey 
showed that 67.1% of the respondents answered 
“Yes” to the question of seeking dismissal from the 
PC(USA) to affiliate with ECO. 
 The commissioners at the November 19, 2016, 
Stated Presbytery meeting approved the motion to 
dismiss First PC in Houston to ECO. Rev. David 
Green of First PC in Conroe offered words and led 
the assembly in prayer for First PC. 

Recognition of Retirement 
 Ellie Cole was thanked for 
her volunteer work with the 
presbytery and support of her 
husband, General Presbyter 
Mike Cole. She was presented 
with a certificate of 
appreciation. God speed! 

Thank you to First PC in Pasadena for  

being such wonderful hosts for the day’s events! 

Recognition of Achievement 

 Patricia Brantley, Database Coordinator and  
Receptionist at the Presbytery, was recognized for 

completing 50 additional hours 
of study above Level III course 
work under the Administrative 
Personnel Association (APA). 
APA is a professional association 
serving administrative staff 
working in PC(USA) entities. 
Congratulations, Patricia! 


