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 District Court Grants Temporary Injunction Against the Presbytery 

In direct response to a question from the Court, he Presbytery of New Covenant conceded that it had no 

intention of taking any actions against FPC.  Later, and without disclosing his reasons (which state court judges 

are not obliged to provide), the Court granted FPC’s application for temporary injunction, which provides as 

follows: 

The Presbytery of New Covenant, Inc., and any persons or entities in active concert or 
participation with it, on its behalf or in its stead, whether acting directly or indirectly, are 
enjoined from taking any action that could affect the property rights of First Presbyterian Church 
of Houston, including but not limited to: 

a) seeking to change the locks of FPC; 
b) initiating any disciplinary or other retaliatory action against the employees, officers, 

ministers or members of First Presbyterian Church of Houston which directly or 
indirectly arises from or is connected to any property issue raised in, prompted by, or 
related to the subject matter of this litigation; 

c) dissolving First Presbyterian Church of Houston or appointing or initiating processes 
leading to the appointment of an administrative commission to assert original 
jurisdiction, directly or indirectly, over First Presbyterian Church of Houston in order 
to assume or effect control over the ownership, use, or disposition of the Personal or 
Real Property; or, 

d) otherwise interfering with the normal duties and responsibilities of the officers, ministers, 
and employees of First Presbyterian Church of Houston, the governing body of Plaintiff 
(the session), or the board of trustees (the governing body of Plaintiff) or any designees 
thereof in any way that pertains to the ownership, control, use, or disposition of the 
Personal or Real Property held by, for or in the name of FPC. 

Nothing in this Temporary Injunction shall preclude the Presbytery from taking ecclesiastical 
action for non-pretextual ecclesiastical cause that is unrelated to this litigation or any property 
issue raised in, prompted by, related to, or affecting the ownership, control, use, or disposition of 
the Personal or Real Property held by, for or in the name of FPC. 

The case is set for trial in March 2015.  We will continue to update you on all material developments in the case 

on a privileged basis, meaning that all communications should be discussed only with other Presbytery 

members and should not be disclosed to any third parties.   


