
Stated Presbytery Meeting        November 18, 2017    

Northwoods Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas 

POSTLUDE 

Moderator Rev. David Green (Conroe, 

First) preached the opening worship 

service.  His sermon can be found on the 

presbytery’s Facebook page. 

Reformation Challenge Awards 
 

Recognizing “Solas Forever” series 

* Atascocita    * St. Paul, Needville 

 
Recognizing “Preaching is teaching, too!”  

* Brenham  * Spring Branch 

 
“Putting the laughter back into Reformation” 

Houston, John Knox.   

 

 “Yes, we follow the rules!”  

 Baytown, Faith  where 20 adults worked through the 

entire Opening Doors curriculum 

 

“The God’s Grace Abounds” Award  

Katy, New Hope who were  4 lessons into the study when 

flood waters engulfed the church and put studies on hold 

while the church moved worship to a tent as the building 

was restored. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED! 

For more information: www.odtd.net             Code 31627 

 

Rev. Dr. Paul Nazarian and Rev. Ann Ma-

rie Quigley-Swanson celebrate commun-

ion during opening worship. 

Highlights from the November 2017 Presbytery Meeting 

Meeting Business 

Ecclesiastical Affairs:  an overture 

regarding Fossil Fuels was ap-

proved to be sent to the General 

Assembly, as well as a concurrence 

with an overture regarding mental 

health.  The 2018 Parity Plan was 

approved. 

Committee on Ministry:  the exami-

nation of Jennifer Marshall was sus-

tained after her sermon for ordina-

tion.   (see page 3) 

Committee on Preparation for Min-

istry:  John Hagmann (Houston, 

Clear Lake) was approved to move 

to the candidacy phase as he pur-

sues ordination in the PC(USA). 

Nominating  Committee:  the pro-

posed slate of nominees to serve the 

committees of the presbytery was 

approved. 

For Information 

General Council: the search for a 

general presbyter has been suspend-

ed.   

Displays 

Heifer Intermational, Mental Health 

Task Force; Presbyterian Pan Ameri-

can School; Schreiner University; 

Texas Presbyterian Foundation 

Workshops 

Congregational Vitality; Worship and 

Music; Working Effectively as a 

Cluster/Using Technology for Meet-

ings; Overtures—How Do We Make 

a Difference?; Stewardship/

Generosity Planning;  Sharing Har-

vey Stories/Disaster Recovery. 

http://www.odtd.net
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Mary Marcotte Retires after Thirteen 

Years of Service to the Presbytery 

 

Seven Marks of a 

Vital Congregation 

 

 

Mary Marcotte has served as the Associate 

General Presbyter for the past 13 years.  

She was originally called to the position 

because of her gifts in Christian Education.    

The emphasis grew into working with new 

worshipping communities and other areas 

to enhance congregational vitality.   

She was celebrated at the November 18th 

presbytery meeting with presentations by 

Sally DeMent from Presbyterian Women, 

and Anne Wilson on behalf of the Christian 

Educators in the region.  Mary was awarded 

a Life Membership by the Presbyterian 

Women.  Rev. Jackie Hannan, chair of the 

personnel committee, shared her gratitude 

on behalf of the presbytery.  

Installations for Moderator, Treasurer and 

Stated/Recording Clerk  

Mary Marcotte addresses the presby-

tery with farewell remarks. 

Scholarship funds to honor Mary have been set up with the Association of Presbyteri-

an Church Educators (APCE), and the South Central Region of the Association of 

Presbyterian Church Educators (SCRAPCE).  Contact them to donate. 

Left: 2017 Moderator David Green 

(Conroe, First) offers a congratulatory 

handshake to Bob Patterson 

(Houston, St. Andrew’s) as Moderator 

for 2018.  

 

Below:  Cathy Bliton (Katy, New Hope) 

was installed as Treasurer, and Rev. 

Lynn Hargrove as Stated and Record-

ing Clerk. 

LIFELONG Discipleship Formation  

Discipleship is awakened and engaged 

in issues facing today’s culture: injus-

tice, inequality, divisive segregation, 

oppression, suffering, abuse of crea-

tion; is formed and strengthened in the 

community of Christ and permeates 

daily practices and daily living. 

 

Intentional Authentic Evangelism  

Intentionally sharing the Good News of 

Jesus Christ, not just acts of kindness. 

Authentically sharing Christ because it 

is intrinsic to self-identity; overflow of 

Christ in our life. Relational, not pro-

grammatic or systematic  

 

Outward Incarnational Focus  

Outward exploration, awareness, and 

focus on neighbors and neighborhood. 

Beyond relationship with those of simi-

lar existence, the incarnate Christ 

dwells among the lowly & least, the 

stranger & the suffering, the marginal-

ized & majority.  

  

Empower Servant Leadership  

Identify, nurture, support the use of 

spiritual gifts of all people to serve; not 

monopolized cliques of power.  All 

voices and people are necessary, and it 

is noticeable when people are absent/

missing.   

Workshop 

leader Rev. 

Dr. Kathryn 

Threadgill is 

the Associ-

ate for Vital 

Congrega-

tions with 

the PCUSA in 

Louisville.   
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Welcome to New Covenant! 

Jennifer Marshall will be 
ordained and installed on 
December 10 to serve as 
the Designated Associate 
Pastor at Westminster in 
Nacogdoches. 
 
 
NOT PICTURED: 
Rev. Paul Kucera is 
serving as Pastor at Bethel 
in West Columbia. 
Rev. Stephen Hill is 
serving as Interim Pastor at 
First in Huntsville. 

Welcome and hospitality are not left to a committee, 

but, imperfectly, we strive for all people find identity, 

purpose, and belonging in the household of God. 

 

Ecclesial Health  

Understanding of: Why we are a church community? 

How are we a church community in practice? Prayer 

permeates all life together.  Clarity in mission, core-

values to ministry, passion and joy in being the church. 

Our budget reflects these values, vision, and ministries.  

(Workshop handout can be found under Presbytery 

Meetings—http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org/) 

Synod of the Sun 

Next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant 

is Saturday, March 17 at First Presbyterian Church in Conroe. 

Honorable Retirements—Jon Guyton, Winfield “Casey” Jones and Harry Yates 

Rev. Helen Deleon 

(Webster), Moderator of 

COM, joins Stated Clerk 

Lynn Hargrove and AGP 

Mary Marcotte in the 

celebration of the honor-

able retirements from 

active ministry of Jon 

Guyton, Winfield 

“Casey” Jones, and Har-

ry Yates.  (pictured from 

left to right) 

Connecting  * Equipping  * Empowering 

Synod of the Sun     www.synodsun.org 

Spirit-Inspired Worship  

Worship is about God.  Worship is active participation in the liv-

ing relationship of the triune God, thus all should feel welcome 

just as they are to come.  Worship challenges, teaches, trans-

forms, encounters, convicts, and sends people out different.  

 

Caring Relationships  

Sharing in God’s true agape moves us beyond half-hearted pro-

grammatic participation, lukewarm faith, and pretending.  

Ruling Elder 
Shelley Her-
nandez 
(Houston, 
Pathways) 
was installed 
as the Moder-
ator of the 
Synod of the 
Sun at their 
fall meeting. 

Vital Congregation (continued from page 2) 

http://www.pbyofnewcovenant.org/
http://www.synodsun.org
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RESOLUTION OF GRATITUDE 
 
In gratitude for her extraordinary service to 
the Presbytery of New Covenant in the year of 
2017, the Committee on Ministry of the 
Presbytery of New Covenant hereby offers this 
Resolution of Gratitude: 
 
WHEREAS, Reverend Lynn Hargrove, Stated 
Clerk of the Presbytery of New Covenant, has 
filled the gap left by the retirement of General 
Presbyter Mike Cole in December 2016, serving 
above and beyond the call of duty for the year 
of 2017;  
 
WHEREAS, Reverend Lynn Hargrove has 
given of her time, talent, and energy beyond 
that of the duties of the Stated Clerk of the 
Presbytery; 
 
WHEREAS, Reverend Lynn Hargrove has 
selflessly and generously provided guidance, 
care, and empathy to the churches, pastors, 
ruling elders, committees, and staff of the 
Presbytery of New Covenant;  
 
WHEREAS, Reverend Lynn Hargrove has 
represented the Presbytery of New Covenant 
at the Synod and General Assembly with 
professionalism, wisdom, and thoughtfulness; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Reverend Lynn Hargrove has 
sought to maintain and enhance the peace, 
unity, and purity of all those within the bounds 
the Presbytery of New Covenant and beyond, 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Committee on Ministry offers its sincere and 
heartfelt gratitude for her service, selflessness, 
generosity, and love. This Resolution is to be 
read at the Presbytery meeting of November 
18, 2017, published in the next editions of 
CONNECTIONS and Tuesday Connect, with a 
copy placed in the permanent record of the 
Presbytery of New Covenant. 
 
November 7, 2017               
Rev. Helen P. DeLeon, Moderator 
2017 Committee on Ministry 

9/30/2017 Narrative Financials of  

Presbytery of New Covenant  

For the 9 months ended September 30, 2017, Presbytery 

of New Covenant posted operative revenues, not counting 

payments from dismissed churches and other one-time 

payments, of $587,304.  Expenses before depreciation 

were $543,122, yielding a net operating surplus of 

$77,280.  It should be noted that this surplus was due 

mainly to the salary expense savings.  Our unrestricted 

cash reserves of $2,070,209 plus $302,608 of restricted 

funds dedicated to PNC, continue to provide cushion 

against future operating deficits, if needed. 

OPERATING CASH FLOW ANALYSIS 

OPERATING STATEMENT (9 MONTHS ENDED 9/30/2017 

Total Revenues        $762,806 

(including non-operating income) 

Less non-operating income     (175,502) 

($175,000 from FPCH)  

Operating Revenues       587,304 

Less Total Expenses before Depreciation   (543,122) 

Operating Surplus       $44,182 

Plus other income net of unrealized gains/losses  $33,098   
(Interest, dividends, realized gains) 

Less legal expenses       -0- 

Net funds surplus before depreciation    $77,280 

LIQUID RESERVES @ 9/30/17 BALANCE SHEET 

Total Reserves: cash and liquid investments $3,346,490 

Less restricted funds @ 9/30/17    (1,276,281) 

Total Unrestricted Reserves @ 9/30/17  $2,070,209 

Of the restricted funds, $503,044 are funds collected from dis-

missed churches, apportioned as follows: 

$302,608 is PNC share of payments from dismissed churches 

$200,436 is set aside for New Church Developments from dis-

missed churches 

This does not count the $175,000 of non-operating income. 

mailto:lhargrove@pbyofnewcovenant.org
mailto:pbrantley@pbyofnewcovenant.org

