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An Uplifting and Historic General
Assembly
By Ruling Elder Janet Rainey, Katy, New Hope PC—Postlude Reporter

Eight of our commissioners
shared informative and engaging
summaries of their impressions
and experiences from the recent
222nd General Assembly (GA) in
Portland, Oregon. They expressed
their honor at serving and thanked
all who had sent notes and letters
of support and encouragement. All
had been grateful to be part of such
a historic Assembly, marked by the
election of diverse new faces of
leadership: co-moderators, the
Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston and the
Rev. T. Denise Anderson; and the
GA Stated Clerk, the Rev. Dr. J.
Herbert Nelson.
For Ruling Elder (RE) Gary
Denmon (Atascocita PC), the
highlight of his work on the
Committee on Ecumenical and
Interfaith Relations was the
historical significance of the
Assembly’s final approval of the
Confession of Belhar, the first PC
(USA) confessional document to
come out of the Global South.
Rev. Becky Downs (Houston,
John Knox PC),
who served on the
Committee on
Social Justice
Issues, highlighted
the issuance of an
apology to Native
Americans over
Becky Downs
past discrimination;
the statement of regret for the ways
that LGBTQ people have been
made to feel they stand outside the
grace of God; and the continuing/
renewed efforts to dismantle
institutional racism and oppression

in the PC(USA) and society.
RE Regena Bass (Wharton,
First PC), who
served on the
Committee on
General Assembly
Procedures, shared
that beginning at
the next GA,
“Presbyterian
Regena Bass
Women in the PC
(USA) Inc.” would have a
“corresponding member” with
voice and seat. Much of her work
related to a Child/Youth/
Vulnerable Adult Protection
Policy and Procedures document.
Rev. Kevin Boyd (Houston,
St. Paul PC)
served on the
Peacemaking and
International
Issues Committee
and spent the bulk
of his time
considering the
Kevin Boyd
issues of war. Five
new peacemaking affirmations
were approved to guide the
peacemaking witness of the PC
(USA).
RE Johnna Cormier (Port
Neches, Trinity
PC) served on the
Theological Issues
and Institutions
Committee and
spent long hours in
intense discussions
on the draft of a
Johnna Cormier revised “Directory
of Worship” (the W-section in our
Book of Order). GA approved it
...continued on page 2

Thank you!
The following resolution was
proposed by Ruling Elder David
McCarty of Houston, First PC and
approved by the commissioners at
the July 16, 2016, meeting:
Whereas, the Presbytery of
New Covenant overtured the 222nd
General Assembly to engage the
fossil fuel industry through
MRTI's shareholder relationships
as a wiser alternative to divestment,
Whereas, the overture faced
strong pressure from those favoring divestment, both in committee
and in plenary sessions,
Whereas, in his role as commissioner from the presbytery,
Rev. David Green, of First PC in
Conroe, Texas led the effort in
committee to write and publish an
excellent minority report and
spoke eloquently against the majority report in plenary, having
also worked with honor and integrity to gain the support of several
other commissioners, with the result of a resounding vote in favor
of engagement over divestment,
Resolved, that the Presbytery
of New Covenant formally
acknowledges and commends
Rev. David Green for his steadfast
effort, perseverance, and grace
under pressure at General Assembly.

David Green at the microphone with (from
left) James Hooper, Nora Fitch, Johnna
Cormier, and Moderator Shelley Hernandez
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and it will be sent to the
presbyteries for their approval.
Rev. Nora Fitch (Houston, St.
Thomas PC), who
served on the
Mission
Coordination
Committee,
highlighted
initiatives and a
five-city pilot
Nora Fitch
program that would
address the worsening plight of
young men (6-25 years old) in
African-American communities.
The five cities designated for
specific action were Baltimore,
MD (site of the 224th GA in 2020);
Charlotte, NC; Cleveland, OH;
New York, NY; and Pittsburgh,
PA.
RE James Hooper (Houston,
Pinecrest PC)
served on The Way
Forward
Committee and
considered matters
related to the
structure of GA
meetings, the
James Hooper
future of the sixagency structure, and reports from
agency review committees. GA
approved the committee’s
recommendation to disapprove a
group of overtures that had sought
to radically change the way GA
work is done.

Rev. David Green (Conroe,
First PC) served
on the
Immigration and
Environmental
Issues Committee
whose business
included the topic
of “fossil fuel
David Green
divestment” (three
overtures related to this subject
had come from our presbytery).
The Assembly rejected a call for
total divestment from fossil fuel
companies. Instead, by an 83%
vote, they chose a “middle
ground” minority report (written
largely by David) that advocated
for selective divestment and
continuing corporate engagement.
The commissioners left
Portland with a greater
understanding of the work of the
various GA committees (“while
committee work was an
individual sport, plenary work
was a team sport”) and were
proud to be a part of the long
tradition of leadership in the PC
(USA).
In the words of the new GA
Stated Clerk, “We are not dead,
we are reforming; we are alive,
we are well.”
You can read more about the
commissioners’ reports in the
upcoming September/October
issue of Connections.

Retirement

Welcome Back

Ruling Elder
Forbes Baker,
Director of Business Affairs and
Finance at Presbytery, will retire
effective August
31, 2016, and
was thanked for his nine years of
service. He will work part-time
until December 31, 2016, when the
position will be reevaluated.

Rev. Phineas (Phin) Washer,
Honorably Retired, has transferred his membership from
Mission Presbytery. He was
warmly welcomed back to New
Covenant, where
he has served in
the past for
twenty-six years
in Vidor, Alvin,
Beaumont and
Houston.

Search Committee
The search committee for an interim General Presbyter was approved: Ruling Elder (RE) Dick
Black, RE Cathy Bliton, Rev. Jonathan Burnham, Rev. Kristi ClickBlankman, RE Dave Coles, RE
Shelley Hernandez, and Rev. Fred
Seay. Rev. Mike Cole, current
General Presbyter, will be retiring
effective December 31, 2016.

New Candidate

James DeMent of Houston, St.
Philip PC was approved for enrollment as a candidate and a Service
of Candidacy was
held including laying on of hands.
Jim is currently
performing an internship with Houston, St. Paul PC.

Be Prepared
Ruling Elder
Joyce Batty, a Certified PW/PDA
trainer from Mission Presbytery,
discussed how to
enable the body of Joyce Batty
Jesus Christ to continue to function in a viable way, before, during, and after a disaster. The survival of a church after a disaster
depends on how quickly they can
meet. She stressed the importance
of lining up an alternate place to
worship, if necessary, and that the
best way to do this is through planning and preparation.
Her presentation as well as
resources are available on the
Presbytery’s website
(www.pbyofnewcovenant.org) under Our Filing Cabinet – Disaster
Preparedness and Assistance.
Val Aldred is the Presbytery of
New Covenant’s training person,
and she may be reached at valdred1@aol.com and 281-4511827.
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Celebrating Women Ministers
By Rev. Mary Currie, Honorably Retired —Postlude Reporter

Opening Worship for the July 16, 2016, Presbytery meeting was a celebration of 60 years of the ordination of women to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament. Five of our pastors reflected on the joys and
challenges, the obstacles, and opportunities that have Leading worship are (from left) Mary Currie, Pat Clark, Laureen Suba,
Melissa Krabbe, Marie Mickey, and Guinn Blackwell-Eagleson
been part of their calls.
Rev. Dr. Mary Currie, a candidate of this presbytery, was ordained by Missouri Union Presbytery (Pastor, Troy PC, September 16, 1979).
The other pastors were all ordained in New Covenant:
 Rev. Dr. Guinn Blackwell-Eagleson, the first woman solo pastor in the presbytery (LaMarque PC, October 16, 1983);
 Rev. Dr. Patricia Clark (Stated Supply, Fort Worth, St. Francis PC, July 23, 1995);
 Rev. Marie Mickey (Associate Pastor, Bryan, First PC, September 14, 2003);
 Rev. Melissa Krabbe (Pastor, Galveston, Westminster PC, November 16, 2013); and
 Rev. Laureen Suba (United Campus Ministry, February 1, 2015) also assisted in leading the worship
service.
The offering collected during the worship service benefited the Administrative Personnel Association
(APA) of PC(USA), which educates lay employees in the offices of churches, presbyteries, boards, and agencies of the PC(USA). The offering of $2,012 will be used for scholarships for this year’s APA Southwest Region annual conference (September 8 through 10 at the Hyatt Regency Galleria in Houston, Texas).
See the next issue of Connections for a fuller report.

Dismissal of Southminster PC

More Information

Having fulfilled the requirements of the Reconciliation
and Dismissal Procedure, the congregation of Missouri
City, Southminster PC voted on June 5, 2016 to request dismissal from the PC(USA) to join ECO: Covenant Order of
Evangelical Presbyterians. The commissioners at the July
16, 2016, Stated Presbytery Meeting, approved the following motions:
To validate that the congregation of Southminster PC
has fulfilled the requirements for dismissal according to the
Reconciliation and Dismissal Procedure of the Presbytery
of New Covenant.
Having met the requirements for seeking dismissal, the
congregation of Southminster PC is dismissed to the ECO,
pending completion of the transfer to that body.
Rev. Kevin Boyd of Houston, St. Paul PC and former
member of Southminster PC offered a heartfelt prayer for
the congregation.

Several upcoming events were included
in the packet and during “shout-outs” during
the meeting including:
 Youth Triennium: July 19-23
 Synod-Wide PW Gathering: July 21-23
 A Day with Bruce Reyes-Chow: September 29
 New Beginnings: July 30-October 22
 Go. Disciple. Live. “Be the Light” Conference: August 8-11
 Disgrace Racism Retreat: October 10-13
 Synod-Wide Imagine Mission Connection: October 21-22
 Presbytery Retreat at Montreat: October
25-28
Tables were set up during the Presbytery meeting to provide information about:
 Church and Presbytery Disaster Preparedness
 Heifer International
 Presbyterian Historical Society of the
Southwest
Next Stated Meeting of
the Presbytery of New Covenant
is Saturday, November 19, 2016,
at Pasadena, First PC
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Dismissal of Memorial
Drive PC
On May 23, 2016, the session of Houston, Memorial Drive PC (MDPC) voted
to disaffiliate from the PC(USA) and to
affiliate with ECO: Covenant Order of
Evangelical Presbyterians. While MDPC
did not follow the December 2011, Reconciliation and Dismissal Procedure under
which the congregation had approved as
the process by which to request dismissal
from the PC(USA), they did make an effort to hybridize that procedure with the
revised document, which was approved by
the Presbytery of New Covenant in July
2015.
A congregational survey received responses from 1,168 MDPC members, representing 31.6% of the total membership
of 3,693. Of the 1,168 members responding, 921 (78.85%) indicated a desire for
dismissal to ECO, with 247 (21.15%) indicating a desire to remain in the PC(USA).
The commissioners at the July 16,
2016, Stated Presbytery meeting approved
the motion to dismiss MDPC from the
Presbytery of New Covenant and the PC
(USA) to ECO, as requested by the Session of MDPC.
Rev. Paul Nazarian of Houston, Northwoods PC offered words and led the assembly in prayer for MDPC.
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CODA
The following announcements and additional business
were also accomplished:
 The faithful dissolution of Houston, Westminster PC,
effective December 31, 2015, was approved.
 Rev. Lindsay Hatch has been called as Pastor at Houston,
Heights PC, effective August 15, 2016.
 Ruling Elder (RE) Gail Northern summarized the report
from the Staff Visioning Team, which recommended hiring
an interim/transitional General Presbyter.
 Rev. Jake Gonzales was granted Honorably Retired status,
effective May 31, 2016.
 The pastoral call between Bay City, First PC and their
Interim Pastor, Rev. Tracy Williams, was approved.
 Rev. Kevin Keaton spoke of PC(USA)’s new benefits plan
affecting employees other than pastors, and a decision
regarding benefits for all employees is required no later than
September 30, 2016.
 The policy regarding background checks was revised on
June 7, 2016 and included in the meeting packet.
 RE Jim Allison, Rev. Kevin Boyd, RE Christy Craig, Rev.
Laureen Suba, Rev. Kristy Vits, RE Julie Wells (Principles);
and RE Kate Burkart and Rev. Mary Currie (Alternates)
were elected to serve as Ordination Exam Readers for 20162017.
 Rev. Mauricio Chacon, Rev. Kristin Huffman, and Rev.
Rick Myers of Houston, Memorial Drive PC (MDPC) were
granted the status of Member at Large and permission to
labor outside the bounds of the PC(USA) in service to
another denomination, and their ministry serving MDPC as
Associate Pastors was validated.
 Candidates under care at MDPC Edgardo Figueroa, Morgan
Gilliland, and Becky Prichard transferred their candidacy
care process to the Presbytery of New Covenant.
 Lynn Johnson Social Justice Grants totaling $10,524 and
Vision Initiative Grants totaling $55,882 have been
awarded.
 Southshore Neighborhood Missional Community, the
second New Worshipping Community of Clear Lake PC,
has been organized.
 The slate of five individuals was approved to serve on
presbytery committees.
 RE John Jo (Houston, Korean Central PC) was elected to
serve as the commissioner to the Synod of the Sun, class of
2016.
 RE Susan Wittjen (Galveston, First PC) was elected to serve
as Commissioner to the 223rd General Assembly in 2018.
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