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“What Breaks God’s Heart in Your
Neighborhood?”
By Janet Rainey, RE New Hope, Katy—Postlude Reporter
In keeping with the theme for this
year’s meetings (the first two words of
our presbytery’s vision statement are
“Growing Congregations”), the keynote
speaker was TE Jan Edmiston, Associate
Executive Presbyter of Chicago
Presbytery, whose specialty is
congregational ministry and outreach in
the community. She is a well-regarded
speaker, writer, and blogger
(“achurchforstarvingartists”), and a
gifted preacher and
observer of the Church.
Jan and TE Denise
Anderson are comoderator candidates
for the upcoming 222nd
General Assembly.
As background to
her topic of
congregations
Jan Edmiston
connecting with their
neighborhoods, Jan reiterated that we
are in the midst of what Phyllis Tickle
described as another major church
“garage/rummage sale” – the “Great
Emergence.” It is the latest in a
sequence of reformations or
monumental shifts that have taken
place in the Church every roughly 500
years. Jan summarized the major
cultural shifts of the past 65 years, such
as from print-based communication to
electronic-based communication, and
from national industrial-based
economies to global information-based
economies. She noted that within the
Church, ongoing changes in how we
approach ministry outreach have
included shifts from reaching out to the
unchurched to engaging the spiritually
curious, from a “Come” mentality to a
“Go out” mentality, from we “go” to
church to we “are” the church, and
from missionary focus on foreign

countries to the mission field in our
places of daily interaction.
In addition, the ABC building blocks
(vitality metrics) of churches in the
1950s and 1960s (Attendance,
Buildings, Cash) are evolving into what
she referred to as NOP building blocks
(impact metrics) for twenty-first
century churches willing to engage
their changing neighborhoods:
Neighbors, Organization, Paradigm
(culture) shift. In other
words: it’s not about
getting new members
to maintain
institutions; it’s not
about us; it’s about
growing the Kingdom
of God.
Jan called us to
consider what we
would be willing to do
for our neighborhoods, for the sake of
the Gospel. Citing examples of
churches thriving as “community
centers,” Jan challenged us to grow
new opportunities and possibilities for
ministries of love and hope in our
changing neighborhoods. We were
invited to consider new ways we could
gain insight into our communities’
needs and build intentional
relationships side-by-side with
individuals and organizations. We were
reminded to always start with “why”
we want to consider a particular
outreach ministry before getting into
the details of the “how” and “what.”
Jan ended by reiterating that we
are called to see, reflect, and act on
what is breaking God’s heart in our
neighborhoods and communities. We
can make these shifts (changes) and
serve God with all our heart, and soul,
and mind, and strength!

Presbyterian Youth
Connection Council
Lead Worship
By Leah McFadden, RE Northwoods,
Houston—Postlude Reporter
It was a joy to be led in worship by
members of the Presbyterian Youth
Connection Council (PYCC). The council
consists of 49 high school youth and 19
adults from 23 congregations across
the presbytery. PYCC meets monthly to
plan and lead youth rallies and two
Conclaves/retreats for youth in our
presbytery. The theme for this year's
Conclaves was "Holy Revolution" and
the primary scripture was Micah 6:8.
The PYCC youth led the presbytery
meeting worship based on this theme
and incorporated excerpts from Conclaves worship. They tied the elements
of the Bible verse to being unashamed,
bold and brave in our faith.

The theme was a powerful and
effective message and it was an honor
to share it with our presbytery leadership. During one of the most meaningful moments of the service, the PYCC
youth anointed the presbytery leadership and served them communion by
intinction. Stephen Jacobo, PYCC youth
...continued on page 2

Youth Worship...continued from page 1
co-moderator, shared his personal testimony that he delivered at both Conclaves. In sharing from his own spiritual
journey, Stephen encouraged all of us
to remember that we are created and
loved by God exactly as we are.

Stephen Jacobo

A special offering was taken during
the meeting to defray costs for Presbyterian Youth Triennium, which will be
held this summer at Purdue University
in Indiana. We will have 58 youth and
adults attending this inspiring onceevery-three-year event where they will
experience a week of worship, mission
and small groups with 5,000 Presbyterians from around the globe. Thank you
to everyone who contributed to the
$2,911.01 collected during the offering.
We are grateful for the Presbytery's
support of our amazing and dedicated
young leaders.

State of the Presbytery
General Presbyter Mike Cole once
again entertained and informed those
gathered at the March 19 Presbytery
meeting. In his final “State of the
Presbytery” address before his
retirement in December 2016, Mike
identified the core of our presbytery as
love. Following Sidney Simon’s book, I
Am Lovable and Capable, he shared his
views on how lovable and capable we are Mike Cole
as a presbytery. We are lovable and: trustworthy, faithful, grace-full, worshipful,
responsible, creative, confessional, fun!, staff-able (“We have the greatest staff in
the denomination!”), and opinionated . “With all this ‘lovableness,’ one might
think that the Presbytery of New Covenant is simply soft and mushy, but we are
also capable.” We are capable of doing great, courageous, and lovable things,
such as new mission opportunities, our exceptional youth ministry, new
worshiping communities, and interfaith ministries.
“Yes, we are lovable and capable and we best not forget it. Others may say
different things about us. Those who don’t know us may mischaracterize us. But
they can’t take away who we are, who Christ has called us to be.”
Mike ended his address with his adaptation of George and Ira Gershwin’s song
They Can’t Take That Away From Me. What a day and final “State of the
Presbytery” address! Thank you, Mike, for your 13 years at Presbytery of New
Covenant. We’re blessed to have you.

Service of Retirement
The Dr. Rev. Debbie Measells was
granted Honorably Retired (HR) status
and Pastor Emeritus status at First
Presbyterian, Brazoria. Debbie’s first call
was to First Presbyterian in Midway,
Kentucky in January 1978 and she later
became the first woman ordained in the
State of Mississippi. After several years in
a variety of pastoral roles and continuing
education, Debbie came to First, Brazoria
Debbie Measells
in December 1985, where she served for
30 years. First, Brazoria celebrated 100 years of ministry in 2013 and the Sanctuary
just celebrated it’s 100th anniversary this year. Godspeed, Debbie!

GA Commissioners
There was a commissioning of the nine elders elected
to serve as Commissioners to the 222nd General Assembly,
which is June 18-25, 2016 in Portland, Oregon. Those present at the meeting (l to r) were: Aaron Seay, Young Adult
Advisory Delegate, First (Sugarland); RE Gary Denmon,
Atascocita; RE Johnna Cormier, Trinity (Port Neches); TE
Nora Fitch, St. Thomas (Houston); TE Kevin Boyd, St. Paul
(Houston); and TE David Green, First (Conroe). Absent
from photo: TE Becky Downs, John Knox (Houston); RE
Regena Bass, First (Wharton); and RE James Hooper, Pinecrest, (Houston).
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Proposed Overtures for General Assembly
By RE Jim Allison, Pines (Houston)—Postlude Reporter
The business portion of the March Presbytery meeting
included consideration of motions to concur with ten overtures proposed for the 222nd General Assembly (GA) that will
meet this June. An “overture” is a proposal from a presbytery or synod to the GA that the denomination take some
action, such as amending the Book of Order to achieve a particular result, or to approve or endorse a statement or resolution. An overture from one presbytery must receive a concurrence from at least one other presbytery in order to be included in the agenda for the GA meeting.
Nine of the ten overtures were originally proposed by
Foothills Presbytery (which is in South Carolina) and deal
with suggestions to improve the processes that govern our
General Assemblies. In their overtures, all of which have already received a concurrence from at least one other presbytery, Foothills Presbytery expressed concern that our General
Assemblies have become divisive and excessively focused on
amendments to our Constitution (especially the Book of Order).
The nine overtures set out to address these concerns
through a collection of procedural changes: requiring the
agenda for GA to follow the six Great Ends of the Church in
the order listed in the Book of Order; allowing constitutional
amendments to be considered only every third GA (that is,
every six years since GA meets only every two years); increasing the number of concurrences required to move an overture onto the GA agenda; requiring a two-thirds majority for
Book of Order amendments; curtailing the activity of the Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy; creating an Advisory Delegate position for presbytery executives; and
providing for presbyteries to abstain from votes on proposed
constitutional amendments and to allow comment on their
abstention.

The tenth overture proposed for concurrence originated
with Mission Presbytery and calls for the denomination to
commit to playing an active part in the global response to
HIV and AIDS. (This overture closely tracks, but is not quite
identical to, an overture from the Presbytery of Southern
New England, but had not received a concurrence from a
presbytery prior to New Covenant’s consideration.)
Most of the proposed overtures from Foothills attracted
opposition during debate. While the opposition tended to
share the overtures’ concerns about the divisiveness that has
been apparent of late, they expressed concern that the causes of this divisiveness had not been properly diagnosed, that
the new processes proposed in the Foothills overtures would
increase complexity and division within the GA meeting and
the denomination, and that these changes would tend to
stifle minority voices. Some of the proposed changes also
appeared to be redundant given the authorities that currently exist. (The proposal to create an Advisory Delegate role
for Presbytery executives was an exception to the opposition and attracted no debate.)
The Presbytery voted by written ballot following the
debate on each proposed overture. Of the nine proposed
overtures from Foothills Presbytery, only the one that proposed creating Advisory Delegate positions for presbytery
executives passed; the others did not (in some cases by very
close margins). The tenth proposed overture, regarding HIV
and AIDS, attracted no debate and passed overwhelmingly
(145 in favor, 13 opposed, and 4 abstentions).
Our presbytery’s concurrence with the two passing overtures has been sent to GA. All ten overtures now have at
least one presbytery’s concurrence and will be considered at
the June GA meeting in Portland.

Dismissal of Love Korean

New Candidate

Having met the requirements for seeking dismissal, the
congregation of Love Korean Presbyterian, Houston was dismissed to
the Covenant Order of
Evangelical Presbyterians
(ECO)
pending
completion of the transfer to that body. The congregation
was covered with prayer as the dismissal was approved.

Daniel (Dan) Aikins of Memorial Drive Presbyterian,
Houston, was approved for enrollment as a candidate
and a Service of
Candidacy was performed. Dan
shared that he felt
called to expand his
current service to
beyond youth.

Next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant is
Saturday, July 16, 2016 at First Presbyterian, Orange, Texas
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The Report for the General Council
Presented TE David Green, First (Conroe)—Moderator of General Council

The following is the report given at the meeting by TE
David Green, Moderator of General Council.
The written report of the General Council is found in the
Addendum. It’s included as item F on
pages 14 through 23. I commend this to
your attention and encourage you to
take time to read through it. The written
report notes that some time and attention of the General Council has been directed to two law suits that have been
filed against the Presbytery by two of
our congregations.
Part of the issue in the lawsuits is
what appears to be a conflict between
the Book of Order and the laws of the
State of Texas.
David Green
The Book of Order defines certain
rules regarding church property in the Form of Government,
Section 4.02. As you all know, one part of that section is
what we refer to as “The Trust Clause.” This says, in part,
“All property held by or for a congregation … is held in trust
nevertheless for the use and benefit of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.).” 1
The Supreme Court of the State of Texas issued a ruling
regarding a property dispute between a congregation and an
Episcopal diocese. Referred to as the Masterson case, the
Supreme Court ruled, in effect, that their dispute regarding
church property was to be resolved using “neutral principles.” This is to say that property rights are to be viewed
through the principles set forth in state law, as opposed to
the hierarchical principles included within a denominational
Constitution. This is not to say that principles included within
a denominational Constitution are all together silenced. It
appears to me, that the judicial interpretation of Texas law is
still unsettled and evolving in unpredictable ways.
Now, I am speaking as the chairperson of the General
Counsel. This part of my comments is not included in the
printed report. I am speaking for myself and not for the GC
or for the Presbytery.
It seems to me that we need to find a new way forward.
As the chairperson of your General Counsel, I am hopeful
that we can find a solution that fits within four clear boundaries. By this I mean to say that our solution needs to meet
this four-part test:
1. ) We must be fair and treat all of our congregations
with equality. Any formula, method, process or procedure that is used to answer questions of property rights
must be so fair and so equitable that this same formula,
method, process or procedure can be used by every congregation within the Presbytery of New Covenant.
2.) Our decisions must be transparent. In these matters
the General Council acts as Trustees for the Presbytery.
As such, this committee has limited authority to make

certain decisions on behalf of the Presbytery. There are
limits. For example, I don’t think that the General Council has authority to appoint an Administrative Commission. But there is the responsibility to act as Trustees for
the Presbytery. I have come to believe
that the General Council does have authority to work with congregations to
clarify questions related to church property. I am deeply committed to reporting
openly any such actions if and when they
are taken.
3.) Our actions must be consistent with
the laws of the State of Texas, including
the judicial interpretation of them.
Whether we agree or disagree, whether
we like it or not, the laws and the rulings
of State Courts are binding upon us.
4.) Our actions must also be consistent
with the Book of Order, including judicial interpretations
of the General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission. Whether we agree or disagree, whether we like it
or not, the constitutional rules and the rulings of the
GAPJC are binding upon us.
We must find a way to resolve what appears to be a conflict between the Book of Order and the judicial interpretation of the laws of the State of Texas. If Restraining Orders
and Injunctions did not prohibit me from doing so, I would
like to think that I could pick up the telephone and call the
pastors at the First Presbyterian Church of Houston and the
Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church to ask for their help. If
we can find a way to work with the leadership of these congregations and the members of our General Counsel, I believe that we will find long-term solutions to very reasonable
questions and resolutions to our disputes.
While we are engaged in litigation involving the First
Presbyterian Church of Houston and the Memorial Drive
Presbyterian Church, please remember that we are not at
war. First-Houston and Memorial Drive are a part of our
Presbytery. Their Teaching Elders are members of this Presbytery and many of their Ruling Elders continue to be actively engaged in the work of this body.
My hope and my prayer is that we will be able to engage
in an open conversation, that we will be able to find a mutually agreeable resolution to our disagreements and conflicts,
and that we will find a way for all of us to move forward together.
1

G-4.0203 Church Property Held in Trust “All property held by or for
a congregation, the Presbyterian, a Synod, the General Assembly,
or the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), whether legal title is lodged in
a corporation, a trustee or trustees, or in unincorporated association, and whether the property is used in programs of a congregation or of a higher counsel or retained for the production of income, is held in trust nevertheless for the use and benefit of the
Presbyterian Church
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Starting the day with prayer before Worship begins

Wonderful lunch and hospitality from First, Conroe

Mary Alford of First, Houston visits with Keynoter, Jan Edmiston, during lunch break

Lynn Hargrove, Stated Clerk

Arnold Phiri talks about being a visiting
international student at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary

We welcomed displays from these organizations:





Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
Congregational Resourcing—Mental Health Symposium
Mo Ranch Summer Camps
Presbyterian Foundation/LIT






Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest
Presbyterian Pan American School
Schreiner University
First, Conroe Mission Sewing Group
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Welcome to New Covenant
TE Jun Ho Kim has been called
as pastor at Korean Young Nak, Houston, effective March 1, 2016. Pastor
Kim was ordained in April 2002 and
has transferred from Tropical Florida
Presbytery. He received his MDiv
and Master in Theology from Presbyterian College and Theological SemiJun Ho Kim
nary and his Doctor of Missiology
from Grace Theological Seminary. He will be installed
at Korean Young Nak on April 17, 2016.
TE The-Tzu Hsu (Simon Kho) was installed as the
pastor of at Grace Taiwan, Houston on February 7.
Pastor Kho was ordained in June 1994 and has transferred from Taipei Presbytery. He received his MDiv
from Tainan Theological College and Seminary in 1984.
(No photo available)

Closing Remarks
RE Shelley Hernandez, Moderator,
closed the meeting
with these words:
Our Theme for
the Year 2016 is the
first part of the Presbytery’s Vision Statement, “Growing Congregations.”
I encourage us to think
deep and wide on this
year’s Theme because “growing” should not be limited to just increasing the membership size of our
congregations. What if we placed our efforts on:
“growing” our discipleship,
“growing” our relationships within our communities,
“growing” our dreams of mission and outreach,
“growing” our acceptance of change?

Postlude is published after each Stated Meeting.
Editor: RE Theodora Pounds
Postlude Reporters: RE Janet Rainey, New Hope,
Katy; RE Jim Allison, Pine, Houston; and RE Leah
McFadden, Northwoods, Houston.
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The following announcements and additional business were
also accomplished:



RE Ginger Bailey (First, Tomball) and RE Gary Long
(Northwoods, Houston) were elected to serve on the
Nominating Committee.



In recognition of 47 years of service to the presbytery, RE
Sharon Darden was granted two months of extra vacation
for 2016.



TE Joseph Delgatto was granted Pastor Emeritus status at
Heights Presbyterian, Houston.



TE Samuel Fabila was granted Honorably Retired (HR)
status and Pastor Emeritus status at Biyaya Community,
Houston.



The slate of nine individuals were approved to serve on
presbytery committees.



The Administrative Commissions for Installation/Ordination
of TE Mirjam Haas-Melchior (St. Paul’s, Needville), TE Tim
Marquez (Pathways, Houston), and TE The-Tzu Hsu (Simon
Kho) (Grace Taiwan, Houston) were dismissed.



The Administrative Commission appointed on November 21,
2015 to inquire about the reported difficulties at Korean
Young Nak Presbyterian, Houston was dismissed with
gratitude.



The budget for 2016 was approved, including $10,000 to
defend the lawsuit issued from Memorial Drive
Presbyterian, Houston.



Mo Ranch will be hosting a summer camp in the Rio Grande
Valley in addition to the their normal offerings in Hunt,
Texas.



The New Covenant International Student Fellowship fund
for Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary is
approximately $100,000 short of its $700,000 goal. Contact
TE Rose Niles to contribute to the endowment.



Grant monies are available for Vision Initiatives and Social
Justice.



The Mental Health Symposium will be held April 23 at St.
Andrew’s, Houston.



The presbytery currently has six 1,001 New Worshiping
Communities.



Energy audits to help reduce energy costs and consumption
are available from LIT (Energy Consultant) in partnership
with the presbytery and The Presbyterian Foundation.
Contact RE Forbes Baker for more information.



Restoring Creation Loans are available from The Presbyterian
Investment and Loan Program. Contact RE Forbes Baker for
more information.
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